Public Service Commission

State of North Dakota

600 East Boulevard, Dept. 408
COMMISSIONERS Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480
Brian P. Kalk Web: www.psc.nd.gov
Randy Christmann E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov
Julie Fedorchak i Phone: 701-328-2400

ND Toll Free: 1-877-245-6685
Executive Secretary Fax: 701-328-2410
Darrell Nitschke TDD: 800-366-6888 or 711

January 21, 2015

Mr. Jeff Fleischman, Chief
Denver Field Division
Office of Surface Mining
P.O. Box 11018

Casper WY 82602-5004

RE: Request for Authorization to Proceed for 2015 Columbus and Wilton
Projects and Request for Concurrence for 2015 Scranton/Bowman and
Sinkhole Filling Projects in North Dakota.

Dear Mr. Fleischman:

Please find enclosed documentation to support our Request for Authorization to
Proceed with the 2015 Columbus Phase 15 and Wilton Projects. Environmental
assessments for these proposed projects, an eligibility determination letter and other
data are attached. v

We are also planning an additional phase (Phase 3) for the Scranton/Bowman Project
and another sinkhole filling project. The scope of work and project locations for the
Scranton/Bowman project will be generally unchanged from those approved in 2013
and 2014. The scope of work and locations for the 2015 Sinkhole Filling Project will
depend on where dangerous abandoned underground mine subsidence occurs; but we
anticipate subsidence will occur mainly in locations where previous reclamation has
been approved.

We believe no formal requests for authorization to proceed are needed to continue

work on the 2015 Scranton Bowman Phase 3 and 2015 Sinkhole Filling Projects but
request your concurrence that we are already authorized to proceed with them. We will
continue to consult with your office on any emergency projects or other projects that
require rapid response.

We have requested concurrence for our proposed 2015 projects from the State
Historical Society of North Dakota, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, North Dakota Parks
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and Recreation Department, and the North Dakota Department of Health. Copies of
our letters and their responses are attached. Since no off-site pit dewatering is planned
and all runoff from areas to be affected at the Columbus project site will flow into
abandoned mine pits, consultation with the Army Corps of Engineers is not needed.

Public meetings are scheduled January 15, 2015, at Wilton and January 27, 2015, at
Bowman to discuss those projects. All affected property owners or controllers for our
proposed 2015 AML projects have been contacted and consents for right-of-entry will
be executed before any work begins.

AMLIS Problem Area Descriptions for the sites are also attached. If additional
information is needed or you have any questions, feel free to call Bill Dodd at 701-328-
4101 or me at 701-328-2251.

Sincerely,

13

James R. Deutsch
Director
Reclamation and AML Divisions

Enclosures
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List of Attachments
1. Brief Narratives About the Proposed 2015 Projects'

2. Project Location Maps for 2015 Columbus, Scranton/Bowman and Wilton AML
Projects.

3. Standardized Environmental Assessment for 2015 Columbus and Wilton AML
Projects. ’

4. Requests for Concurrence for proposed 2015 AML Projects and responses received
to date

ND State Historical Society (with response)

ND Department of Health (with response)

ND Parks & Recreation Department (with response)

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (no response received to date)

5. Eligibility Determination for 2015 Columbus and Wilton Projects.

6. AMLIS PAD Summaries for Proposed 2015 Project Sltes

PAD No. Location Project

NDO031 Columbus Columbus Phase 15
NDOO1 Wilton Wilton

NDO003 South Scranton Scranton/Bowman Phase 3
NDO033 Bowman Scranton/Bowman Phase 3

ND140 Reeder Scranton/Bowman Phase 3



2015 North Dakota AML Project Narratives
Excerpt from the draft North Dakota AML grant application

The following projects are proposed for reclamation during the 2015 construction
season:

Columbus Phase 15: This 65 acre project will eliminate about 5,000 feet of
hazardous highwalls at abandoned surface mine sites located south of
Columbus and southwest of Larson, ND. These AML sites are characterized
by steep highwalls that are approximately 25 feet high. The proposed
reclamation work involves backfilling the highwalls with earthen material from
adjacent spoil piles. About 250,000 cubic yards of spoil material will need to
be moved in the reclamation process. The estimated project cost is
$500,000.

Scranton/Bowman Phase 3. This project involves drilling and pumping
pressurized grout into collapsed underground mine workings. The sites are
under public roads near Scranton and Bowman and at an occupied farmstead
near Reeder, all in southwestern North Dakota. This project will include
rotary drilling, casing drill holes where voids are found, pumping of grout, and
grout testing. It is estimated that 3,000 cubic yards of grout will be pumped
into mine voids and about 10,000 feet of drilling will be needed in these areas.
The estimated project cost is $850,000.

Wilton Phase 1: This project also involves drilling and pumping pressurized
grout into collapsed underground mine workings. The sites are under public
roads southeast of Wilton, North Dakota. This project will include rotary
drilling, casing drill holes where voids are found, pumping of grout, and grout
testing. It is estimated that 5,000 cubic yards of grout will be pumped into
mine voids and about 15,000 feet of drilling will be needed in these areas.
The estimated project cost is $950,000.

Sinkhole Filling and Construction Maintenance: Some of the available
construction funds, about $125,000, will be used for a maintenance project to
backfill hazardous sinkholes that have been caused by underground mines.
These funds may also be used to repair erosion and conduct other
maintenance on reclaimed surface mine sites. If necessary, some of these
funds will be used for emergency projects.
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December 1, 2014

Mr. William E. Dodd

~ Assistant Director
Abandoned Mine Lands Division

Public Service Commtsston :
600 East Boulevard Dept. 408 -
Blsmarck ND 585050480

NDSHPO REF.: 150219 - 0223 PSC Abandoned Mine Lands Division 2014 Work
area at the Columbus, Scranton/Bowman, and Wilton Abandoned Mine Lands

_(AML) in portions of [Scranton T131N Ri00W. Sectlon 26] Bowman Countv

[thton T142N R79W Secttons 5,6, and 8] Burleigh County ‘ , ; -

' [Reeder T130N RO8W Sectton 0] Verkalk Fatmi, Adams County
_'[Columbus T162N RO4W Sections 7 & 8 and T162N R93W Sectton 27] Dwtde

County, North Dakota

[

¢

Dear- Mr: DOdd

We revtewed NDSHPO REF.: 150219-0223 PSC Abandoned Mine Lands DlVlSlOIl
2014. Work area at the Columbus Scranton/ Bowman, and thton Abandoned Mine .
Lands (AML), submitted in your Noverber 25, 2014 letter. We concur w1th “No .
Historic Properties Affected” and “No Significant Sites” determinations for the pro;ects

as descnbed and mapped in your November 25 2014 letter:

Thank you for the opportunity to review these prOJects If you have questtons please
contact Susan Quinnell at gumnell@nd gov or (701) 328- 3576.

‘Sincerely,

Claudla] etg

State Historic Preservation Ofﬁcer (North Dakota)
. and o

Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota

North Dakota Herltage Center s

612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 Phone 701-328- 2666 Fax 701 328 3710

Emall histsoc@nd. gov e Web SIte http:/history.nd.gov » TTY: 1-800-366- 6888
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November 25, 2014

Mr. Karl Rockeman, P.E.,

Director of Water Quality

North Dakota Department of Health
Gold Seal Center

918 East Divide Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

Dear Mr. Rockeman:

The Public Service Commission is planning reclamation activities in 2015 at the Columbus,
Scranton/Bowman and Wilton Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Sites. We also expect to conduct
sinkhole filling projects in western North Dakota. These projects will be conducted by
contractors selected through competitive bidding.

The 2015 Columbus Phase 15 Project is a continuation of a project series. Previous phases were
conducted between 1988 and 2012. It is located in the NW1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 27,
T162W, R93W and the N1/2 of the S1/2 of Section 8, the $1/2 of the N1/2 of Section 8, and the
S1/2 of the NW1/4 of Section 9, T162W, R94W in Burke County, North Dakota (see attached
map). These abandoned surface coal mines contain hazardous mine pits with steep highwalls.
The plan of action is to backfill and backslope the hazardous highwalls. Total surface area to be
affected at this project location will be approximately 65 acres. Areas affected by this project
will be reseeded with locally adapted species native to western North Dakota. No pit dewatering
is planned and all runoff from affected areas will flow into the mine pits.

The 2015 Scranton/Bowman Phase 3 Project is a continuation of previous reclamation work
conducted in 2013 and 2014 at locations near Scranton, Bowman and Reeder that have already
received concurrence from your office (see aftached maps). Residential areas and public roads at
these project sites are underlain by abandoned underground mines.

The 2015 Wilton Project is also a continuation of previous reclamation work conducted between
1989 and 1994. Exploratory drilling conducted in 2014 confirmed that public roads at this
project site are underlain by underground mines. Work is expected along rights of way of ND
Highway 36 and 41st Strect (see attached map).




abandoned underground mined workings to help stabilize the surface from future mine collapse.
The combined total area affected for 2014 drilling and grouting projects is expected to be ten
acres or less at all sites combined and surface disturbance will be very minimal.

The AML Division also expects to conduct sinkhole-filling projects to fill dangerous sinkholes
caused by sudden collapse of underground mined workings. Sinkhole-filling projects have been
conducted annually in North Dakota for many years. These sinkholes will be filled with earthen
materials taken from as near as possible to the sinkholes and surface disturbance is-usually less
than S acres per year. We do not know where these sinkholes will occur or which ones need to
be filled because they are usually reported by landowners and the public as they occur. These
sinkholes atre nearly always on areas where previous AML reclamation projects have been
conducted. Areas affected by this project will be reseeded with locally adapted species native to
western North Dakota. Approximately 180 dangerous sinkholes were filled in western North
Dakota at sites near Bowman, Dickinson, Garrison, Haynes, New Salem, Richardton, Scranton,
and Wilton in 2014. '

As part of the project approval process, our office requests concurrence that the proposed
reclamation work will not adversely affect any threatened, endangered or rare animal species.
We would appreciate your review and concurrence for the work proposed at these sites. Please
reply regarding these proposed projects by December 22, 2014.

Attached are maps 'sh.owing general locations of the proposed reclamation projects. Thank you
for your assistance in this matter. If you have any questions or need more information, please
contact me at wdodd@nd.gov or 701.328.4101.

Sincerely,

Wias- Cetl)

William E. Dodd,
Assistant Director
Abandoned Mine Lands Division

Enclosure
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William Dodd, Assmtance D1rector ' :

Abandoned Mine Lands Division ' v
Public Service Commission

1600 East Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, ND 58505

. Re: 2015 Reclamatlon at Columbus, Scranton/Bowman and Wilton Abandoned Mme Lands Sites
- Dear Mr Dodd'
The North Dakota Department of Health (department) has rev1ewed the mine. reclamatlon act1V1t1es
planned for 2015. The department believes that the planned- activities are not likely to adversely

affect surface or groundwater resources prov1ded

1) All work be conducted in a manner that minimizes potential impacts to groundwater
resources and to mun1c1pal and pnvate water supply Wells

2) Our Constructlon and Envxronmental Dlsturbance Requxrements (attached) are adhered to,

3) The contractor for pI‘OjCCtS that will disturb > 1 acre obtains a Constructlon General Permit
from the department. The link to the CGPis: . .
http: //www ndhealth gov/W O/Storm/StorrnWaterHome htm

We appreciate the opportunity to review the planned reclamatlon proj ects Should you have any
questtons please contact me at 701-328-5268.

' Smcerely, ‘

Env1ronmental Sc1ent1st

Division'of Water Qualit
PNW: dlp
Encl.
Environmental Health, -~ . Division of : Divisionof - © ' Divisionof . .. . Division of
Section Chief's Office . ~ AirQuality . Municipal Facilities Waste Management Water Quality
7013285150 = 701.328.5188 ~701.328.5211 70132851660 . . 701.3285210

Printed on mcyded paper. .



Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave.
NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

g DEPARTMENT of HEALTH 701.328.5200 (fax)
www.ndhealth.gov

\ﬁ ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION

Construction and Environmental Disturbance Requirements

These represent the minimum requirements of the North Dakota Department of Health.
They ensure that minimal environmental degradation occurs as a result of construction
or related work which has the potential to affect the waters of the State of North Dakota.
All projects will be designed and implemented to restrict the losses or disturbances of
soil, vegetative cover, and pollutants (chemical or biological) from a site.

Soils

Prevent the erosion of exposed soil surfaces and trapping sediments being transported.
Examples include, but are not restricted to, sediment dams or berms, diversion dikes,
hay bales as erosion checks, riprap, mesh or burlap blankets to hold soil during
construction, and immediately establishing vegetative cover on disturbed areas after
construction is completed. Fragile and sensitive areas such as wetlands, riparian
zones, delicate flora, or land resources will be protected against compaction, vegetation
loss, and unnecessary damage.

Surface Waters

All construction which directly or indirectly impacts aquatic systems will be managed to
minimize impacts. All attempts will be made to prevent the contamination of water at
construction sites from fuel spillage, lubricants, and chemicals, by following safe storage
and handling procedures. Stream bank and stream bed disturbances will be controlled
to minimize and/or prevent silt movement, nutrient upsurges, plant dislocation, and any
physical, chemical, or biological disruption. The use of pesticides or herbicides in or
near these systems is forbidden without approval from this Department.

Fill Material

Any fill material placed below the high water mark must be free of top soils,
decomposable materials, and persistent synthetic organic compounds (in toxic
concentrations). This includes, but is not limited to, asphalt, tires, treated lumber, and
construction debris. The Department may require testing of fill materials. All temporary
fills must be removed. Debris and solid wastes will be removed from the site and the
impacted areas restored as nearly as possible to the original condition.

Environmental Health Division of ' Division of Division of Division of

Section Chief's Office Air Quality Municipal Facilities Waste Management Water Quality
701.328.5150 701.328.5188 701.328.5211 701.328.5166 701.328.5210

Printed on recycled paper.
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November 25, 2014

Mr. Kevin Shelley, Acting Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926

Dear Mr. Shelley:

The Public Service Commission is planning reclamation activities in 2015 at the Columbus,
Scranton/Bowman and Wilton Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Sites. We also expect to conduct
sinkhole filling projects in western North Dakota. These projects will be conducted by
contractors selected through competitive bidding.

The 2015 Columbus Phase 15 Project is a continuation of a project series. Previous phases were
conducted between 1988 and 2012. It is located in the NW1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Section 27,
T162W, R93W and the N1/2 of the S1/2 of Section 8, the S1/2 of the N1/2 of Section 8, and the
S1/2 of the NW1/4 of Section 9, T162W, R94W in Burke County, North Dakota (see attached
map). These abandoned surface coal mines contain hazardous mine pits with steep highwalls.
The plan of action is to backfill and backslope the hazardous highwalls. Total surface area to be
affected at this project location will be approximately 65 acres. Areas affected by this project
will be reseeded with locally adapted species native to western North Dakota. No pit dewatering
is planned and all runoff from affected areas will flow into the mine pits.

The 2015 Scranton/Bowman Phase 3 Project is a continuation of previous reclamation work
conducted in 2013 and 2014 at locations near Scranton, Bowman and Reeder that have already
received concurrence from your office (see attached maps). Residential areas and public roads at
these project sites are underlain by abandoned underground mines. ‘

The 2015 Wilton Project is also a continuation of previous reclamation work conducted between
1989 and 1994. Exploratory drilling conducted in 2014 confirmed that public roads at this
project site are underlain by underground mines. Work is expected along rights of way of ND
Highway 36 and 41st Street (see attached map).

The plan of action for the Scranton/Bowman and Wilton projects is to drill holes into the
underground mine and, if necessary, pump cementitious grout through drilled holes into




abandoned underground mined workings to help stabilize the surface from future mine collapse.
The combined total area affected for 2014 drilling and grouting projects is expected to be ten
acres or less at all sites combined and surface disturbance will be very minimal.

The AML Division also expects to conduct sinkhole-filling projects to fill dangerous sinkholes
caused by sudden collapse of underground mined workings. Sinkhole-filling projects have been
conducted annually in North Dakota for many years. These sinkholes will be filled with earthen
materials taken from as near as possible to the sinkholes and surface disturbance is usually less
than 5 acres per year. We do not know where these sinkholes will occur or which ones need to
be filled because they are usually reported by landowners and the public as they occur. These
sinkholes are nearly always on areas where previous AML reclamation projects have been
conducted. Areas affected by this project will be reseeded with locally adapted species native to
western North Dakota. Approximately 180 dangerous sinkholes were filled in western North
Dakota at sites near Bowman, Dickinson, Garrison, Haynes, New Salem, Richardton, Scranton,
and Wilton in 2014. :

As part of the project approval process, our office requests concurrence that the proposed
reclamation work will not adversely affect any threatened, endangered or rare animal species.
We would appreciate your review and concurrence for the work proposed at these sites. Please
reply regarding these proposed projects by December 22, 2014. »

Attached are maps showing general locations of the proposed reclamation projects. Thank you
for your assistance in this matter. If you have any questions or need more information, please
contact me at wdodd@nd.gov or 701.328.4101.

Sincerely,

Whiien & Drdh)

William E. Dodd,
Assistant Director
Abandoned Mine Lands Division

Enclosure
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