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Abstract

Under the Minnesota Power Plant Siting Act a site permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission) is required to construct a large electric power generating plant.
Xcel Energy (applicant) filed an application with the Commission for a site permit to
construct a 215 megawatt (MW) natural gas-fired combustion turbine unit (Unit 6) at its
existing Black Dog Generating Plant in the city of Burnsville, Minnesota.

The applicant submitted its site permit application on October 15, 2015. The application
was filed pursuant to the alternative review process outlined in Minnesota Statute 216E.04
and Minnesota Rules 7850.2800-3900. On December 10, 2015, the Commission
accepted the application as complete.

Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff within the Minnesota Department of
Commerce (Commerce) is responsible for conducting environmental review for site permit
applications submitted to the Commission. Accordingly, EERA held a scoping meeting in
Burnsville on January 28, 2015, and prepared this environmental assessment (EA), which
addresses the issues required in Minnesota Rules 7850.3700, subpart 4, and those
identified in the February 23, 2016, scoping decision issued by the Deputy Commissioner of
Commerce.

Following release of this EA a public hearing will be held in the project area. The hearing will
be presided over by an administrative law judge (AU) from the Office of Administrative
Hearings. Upon completion of the environmental review and hearing process the AU will
compile a record of the public hearing and public comments received and present It to the
Commission for a final permit decision. This decision is anticipated in summer 2016.

Page I i



Enviroranental Assessment

Black Dog Unit 6 Project eDocketsNo. E002/GS-15-834

Persons interested in this project can place their name on the project mailing list by
contacting Bret Eknes, the Commission's acting public advisor, by email,
consumer.Duc@state.mn.us. or by phone at (651) 296-0406 or toll free (800) 657-3782.

Additional documents and information can be found on the EERA website at

http://mn.gov/commerce/energvfacilities/Docket.html?ld=34314 or the Minnesota
eDockets website at https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiIing/search.iso by selecting "15"
for year and "834" for number.

Prepared by:

Andrew Levi, EERA Environmental Review Specialist
William Cole Storm, EERA Environmental Review Manager
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Acronyms, Abbreviations and Definitions

AADT average annual daily traffic

AERA air emissions risk analysis

AU administrative law judge

Applicant Xcel Energy

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

CO carbon monoxide

0026 carbon dioxide equivalent

Commerce Minnesota Department of Commerce

Commission Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

dBA A-weighted sound level recorded in units of decibels

DNR Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

EA environmental assessment

EERA Energy Environmental Review and Analysis

EMF electric and magnetic fields

EPA United States Environmental Protection Agency

FAA Federal Aviation Administration

FERC Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

generating plant Black Dog Generating Plant

gpm gallons per minute

HRSG heat recovery steam generator

I-35W Interstate Highway 35 West

kV kilovolt or 1,000 volts

kW kilowatt or 1,000 watts

MAAQS Minnesota Ambient Air Quality Standards

Minn. R. Minnesota Rule

Minn. Stat. Minnesota Statute

MN-77 Minnesota State Highway 77

MnDOT Minnesota Department of Transportation

MPCA Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

MW megawatt or 1,000 kW

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards

NAC noise area classification

NHiS Natural Heritage Information System

NPDES/SDS National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System / State Disposal System
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NERC North American Electric Reliability Corporation

NESC National Electrical Safety Code

NQx Nitrogen Oxide

PM particulate matter

proposed project Black Dog Unit 6 Project

PSD prevention of significant deterioration

RGU responsible governmental unit

RO reverse osmosis

ROI region of influence

ROW right-of-way

subd. subdivision (Minnesota Statute)

subp. subpart (Minnesota Rule)

substation existing Black Dog Substation

VOC volatile organic compound

USAGE United States Army Corps of Engineers

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service
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1 Introduction
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Xcel Energy (applicant) filed an application with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) for a site permit to expand the existing Black Dog Generating Plant
(generating plant) in the city of Burnsville, Minnesota. The applicant intends to construct a
215 megawatt (MW) natural gas-fired combustion turbine unit and associated facilities
(proposed project).^ The application was filed pursuant to the alternative review process
outlined in Minnesota Statute 216E.04 and Minnesota Rules 7850.2800-3900. The

Commission docket number for this project is E002/GS-15-834.

The Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) unit within the Minnesota
Department of Commerce (Commerce) is responsible for conducting environmental review
on applications for site permits before the Commission.2 The intent of the environmental
review process is to inform the public, decision-makers, local governments, state and
federal agencies, and applicants of potential impacts to human and environmental
resources and possible mitigation measures associated with the proposed project.

This document is an environmental assessment (EA). It addresses the issues required in
Minnesota Rule 7850.3700, subpart 4, and those identified in the February 23, 2016,
scoping decision issued by the Deputy Commissioner of Commerce (Appendix A).The EA
facilitates the legislative goal—as stated in the Minnesota Power Plant Siting Act—to
"minimize adverse human and environmental impact while insuring continuing electric
power system reliability and integrity and insuring that electric energy needs are met and
fulfilled in an orderly and timely fashion,"3 and is organized as follows:

Section 1 provides an overview of this document and the proposed project.

Section 2 explains the regulatory framework associated with the proposed project, including
the site permitting process and other required permits and approvals.

Section 3 describes the proposed project as submitted by the applicant.

Section 4 details potential impacts to both human and natural resources; identifies
measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse impacts; and summarizes the cumulative
potential effects of the proposed project and other projects.

Section 5 applies the information and data available in the site permit application and the
EAto the siting factors listed in Minnesota Rule 7850.4100.

^ Xcel Energy (October 15, 2015) Application to the Minnesota Pubiic Utiiities Commission for a Site
Permit for the Biack Dog Unit 6 Project, eDockets No. 201510-114858-01 (hereinafter "Application"); A
copy of the application, along with other relevant documents, can also be found on the EERA website at:
httD://mn.gov/commerce/energvfacilities/Docket.html?ld=34314.

2 Minnesota Statute 216E.04. subdivision 5; see a/so Minnesota Rule 4410.4300, subpart 3.
3 Minn. Stat. 216E.02. subd. 1.
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1.1 Project Purpose

The proposed project was selected by the Commission as part of a competitive resource
acquisition process to provide additional electrical power sources to meet the projected
electrical needs of the applicant's customers (E002/CN-12-1240).4 The project is designed
to provide 115 kilovolt (kV) electrical power supply to the Twin Cities metropolitan area using
existing transmission infrastructure to serve existing distribution substations.

If approved and constructed, the proposed project will operat^as a "peaking" facility. This
means it is expected to operate only during times of high electric demand, for example, hot
summer afternoons, or to offset fluctuations in intermittent or variable generation sources,
such as solar and wind.

1.2 Project Description

The applicant proposes to construct a 215 MW simple-cycle natural gas-fired combustion
turbine unit (Unit 6) and associated facilities at the existing generating plant in the city of
Burnsville, Minnesota. Unit6 will increase the generating plant's overall electric generating
capacity to 498 MW. Its service life is expected to exceed 35 years.

The applicant proposes to use existing infrastructure at the generating plant to the greatest
extent practicable. This includes the existing powerhouse building and 115 kVsubstation.
Unit 6 will use natural gas as a fuel source. Improvements to natural gas infrastructure and
any associated approvals are the responsibility of the gas supplier and are not a part of this
proceeding.

1.3 Project Location

The proposed project is approximately 12 miles south of Minneapolis, and is located entirely
in Dakota County, Minnesota, within the city of Burnsville. Table 1 summarizes the project
location. Figure 1 illustrates the project location on a map.

Table 1 Project Location

Township Section County

23, 24 Dakota

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Februarys, 2015) OrderApproving PowerPurchase Agreement
with Caipine, Approving Power Purchase Agreement withGeronimo, and Approving Price Terms with
Xcei, February 5, 2015, eDockets No.20152-107070-01 (hereinafter E002/CN-12-1240 Order).

Page I 3



Enviromiiental Assessment

BlackDog Unit 6 Project eDockets No. E002/GS-15-834

1.4 Sources

Much of the information used in this EA comes from the site permit application filed bythe
applicant. Additional sources include new information provided by the applicant, as well as
information from relevant environmental review documents for similar projects, spatial data,
state agencies, and other sources. Information was also gathered at a site visit.
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2 Regulatory Framework
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In order to construct the proposed project, the applicant must obtain a site permit from the
Commission. Additional approvals from other state and federal agencies with permitting
authority for actions related to the project might also be required.

2.1 Site Permit

In Minnesota, no person may construct a large electric power generating plant without a site
permit from the Commission.^ A large electric power generating plant is defined as "electric
power generating equipment and associated facilities designed for or capable of operation
at a capacity of 50,000 kilowatts [kW] or more."® Fifty-thousand kW is equivalent to 50 MW.

Unit6 will have an electric generating capacity of 215 MW;^ therefore, the proposed project
requires a site permit from the Commission. Because Unit 6 will be fueled solely by natural
gas,® the proposed project qualifies under the Commission's alternative review process.®

The applicant filed its site permit application on October 15, 2015.The application was
filed pursuant to the alternative review process outlined in Minnesota Statute 216E.04 and
Minnesota Rules 7850.2800-3900. The Commission considered the completeness of the
application at its December 3, 2015, agenda meeting.On December 10, 2015, the
Commission issued an order accepting the application as complete.^

2.2 Certificate of Need

In Minnesota, no person^® may construct a large energy facility without first obtaining a
Certificate of Need from the Commission.A large electric power generating plant is
considered a large energy facility if it, or combination of plants at a single site, has a
combined generating capacity of 50,000 kW or more.=^® Unit 6 will have an electric

5 Minn. Stat. 216E.03. subd. 1; Minn. R. 7850.1300. subp. 1.
6 Minn. Stat. 216E.01. subd. 5.

7 Application.
8 Application.
9 Minn. Stat. 216E.04. subd. 2(2).
^0 Application.

See Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (November 20, 2015) Notice of Commission Meeting, eDockets
No. 201511-115833-04: see also Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (January 29, 2016) Minutes -
December 3, 2015, eDockets No. 20161-117815-01.

12 Minnesota Public UtilitiesCommission (December 10,2015) Order Finding Application Complete,
Requesting Summary Report, and Granting Variance, eDockets No. 201512-116357-01.
(hereinafter "Order")

18 See Minn.Stat. 216E.01 ("person" shall mean an individual, partnership, joint venture, private or public
corporation, association, firm, public service company, cooperative, political subdivision, municipal
corporation, government agency, public utility district, or any other entity, public or private, however
organized).

14 Minn. Stat. 216B.243.

15 Minn. Stat. 216B.2421. subd. 2.
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generating capacity of 215 MW;^® therefore, the proposed project is a large energy facility. A
Certificate of Need is not required in this instance, however, because the proposed project
was selected in a bidding process established by the Commission.

2.3 Environmental Review

Site permit applications are subject to environmental review, which is conducted by EERA
staff under Minnesota Rule 7850.3700. In preparing environmental review documents,
EERA functions as the responsible governmental unit (RGU) under the Minnesota
Environmental Policy Act and associated regulations. In addition to preparing environmental
review documents, EERA performs related tasks, including conducting scoping meetings and
managing public comment periods.

The alternative review process requires preparation of an EA.^^ ea is a written document
that contains an overview of potential human and environmental impacts and possible
mitigation measures associated with the proposed project.It also summarizes the
cumulative potential effects of the proposed project and other projects where these effects
coincide. This EA is the only state environmental review document required for the proposed
project.2o After the EA is complete and made publically available, a public hearing will occur
in the project area.

Scoping

The first step in the preparation of an EA is scoping. The scoping process has three primary
purposes: (1) to ensure that the public has a chance to participate in the development of the
EA; (2) to focus the content of the EA on impacts and issues important to a reasoned site
permit decision; and (3) to identify possible mitigation measures—including alternative
sites—that mitigate potential impacts.

EERA conducts scoping meetings in conjunction with a comment period to allow the public
an opportunity to participate in the development of the scope of the EA.^^ The commissioner
of Commerce or his designee determines the scope of the EA.22 The scope may include
alternative sites suggested during the scoping process if it is determined the alternatives

Application.
Minn. Stat. 216B.2422. subd. 5(b) (Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if an electric power

generating plant, as described in section 216B.2421, subdivision 2, clause (1), is selected in a bidding
process approved or established by the commission, a certificate of need proceeding under section
216B.243 is not required); see E002/CN-12-1240 Order.

18 Minn. Stat. 216E.04. subd. 5; Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 1.
18 Minn. Stat. 216E.04. subd. 5; Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 4.
20 Minn. Stat. 216E.04. subd. 5.

21 Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 1.
22 Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 3.
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would aid the Commission in making a permit decision.^s Applicants are provided the
opportunity to respond to each request that an alternative be included in the EA.24

Scoping Process

OnJanuary 6, 2016, Commission staff sent notice of the place, date and time of a joint
scoping and public information meeting^s to those persons on the project contact list and
agency technical representative list, as well as local government units.26 Notice was
published in The Burnsville/Eagan Sun the week of January 15, 2016,27 and on the
Commission and EERA websites.

Public Meeting
Commission and EERA staff held the Joint public information and scoping meeting as noticed
on January 28, 2015, at Burnsville City Hall in the city of Burnsville. The purpose of this
meeting was to provide information to the public about the proposed project and permitting
process, to answer questions about the proposed project and permitting process, and to
allow the public an opportunity to suggest impacts, mitigative measures, and alternatives
that should be considered in the EA. A court reporter was present to document oral
statements.28

Public Comments

A public comment period, ending February 11,2016, provided the opportunity to submit
written comments to EERA. The purpose of this comment period was to allow interested
persons to suggest impacts, mitigative measures, and alternatives that should be
considered in the EA.

Written comments were received from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(DNR),29 the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)3o, and the United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACEj.^i DNR discussed issues regarding an active peregrine
falcon (Faico peregrinus) nest box mounted on an existing exhaust stack located at the

23 Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 2.
24 Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 2.
25 See Minn. R. 7850.3500 (requiring a public meeting be held in the project area to provide information to

the public about the proposed project and to answer questions. This meeting satisfies the requirement
to hold a scoping meeting, that is, two separate meetings are not required).

26 Minnesota Public UtilitiesCommission and Minnesota Department of Commerce (January 6, 2016)
Notice of Public Information and Environmental Assessment Scoping Meeting, eDockets Nos. 20161-
117009-01. 20161-117009-02.

27 Xcel Energy (February 17, 2016) Affidavit of Publication, eDockets No. 20162-118389-01.
28 Minnesota Department of Commerce (February 18, 2015) Public Meeting Summary,

eDockets No. 20162-118622-01.

29 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (February11, 2016) DNR ERDB No. 20160127: Scoping
Comments, eDockets No. 20162-118212-01.

30 Minnesota Department of Transportation (February 10, 2016) Scoping Comments, eDockets No.
20162-118146-01.

31 U.S.Corps of Engineers (December 2, 2015) Comments on Black Dog 6, eDockets No.
201512-116124-01.
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generating plant. MnDOT directed the applicant to coordinate shipment of oversized loads
on interregional corridors with the agency. MnDOT also requested the applicant coordinate
any construction work or materials delivery with potential to affect its right-of-way (ROW).
USAGE indicated that, as proposed, it is unlikely that the proposed project would require a
permit under the Clean Water Act. USAGE requested that should material discharge into
waters of the United States become necessary, the applicant submit a permit application to
the agency.

Scoping Decision

After considering public comments and recommendations from EERAstaff, the Deputy
Commissioner of Commerce issued a scoping decision on February 24,2016 (Appendix
A).32 The scoping decision identified the issues and sites to be evaluated in this EA. EERA
staff provided notice of the scoping decision to those persons on the project mailing list and
posted the notice to the EERAwebsite.33

2.4 Public Hearing

Minnesota Rule 7850.3800, subpart 1, requires the Commission to hold a public hearing
once the EA is complete and made publically available. In this instance, the hearing will be
presided over by an administrative law judge (AU) from the Office of Administrative
Hearings. Interested persons will have the opportunity to speak at the hearing, present
evidence, ask questions, and submit comments. The AU will provide a written report to the
Commission summarizing the public hearing and any spoken or written comments received.
Comments received on the EA during the public hearing become part of the record in the
proceeding. EERA staff will respond to questions and comments about the EA at the public
hearing; however, staff is not required to revise or supplement the document.^4

2.5 Permit Decision

The Minnesota Legislature directed the Commission to select sites for large electric power
generating plants that minimize adverse human and environmental impacts while insuring
continuing electric power system reliability and integrity.35 a site must also be compatible
with the legislative goals of environmental preservation and the efficient use of resources
while insuring electric energy needs are met and fulfilled in an orderly and timely fashion.^e

32 Minnesota Department of Commerce (February 25, 2016(a)) Environmental Assessment Scoping
Decision, eDockets No. 20162-118622-01. (hereinafter "Scoping Decision)

33 Minnesota Department of Commerce (February 25, 2016(b)) Notice of Environmentai Assessment
Scoping Decision, 2015, eDockets No. 20162-118647-01.

34 Minn. R. 7850.3800. subp. 5.
35 Minn. Stat. 216E.02. subd. 1.

36 Minn. Stat. 216E.02. subd. 1.
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Site permits issued bythe Commission designate where a large electric powergenerating
plant can be built, and outline construction and operation standards. Ageneric site permit
template is included in Appendix B.

Minnesota Statute 216E.03, subdivision 7(b) identifies 12 considerations the Commission
must consider when making its permit decision. These considerations are further clarified
and expanded upon by Minnesota Rule 7850.4100, which identifies 14 factors the
Commission must consider. These factors include:

A. effects on human settlement, including, but not limited to, displacement, noise,
aesthetics, cultural values, recreation, and public services;

B. effects on public health and safety;

C. effects on land-based economies, including, but not limited to, agriculture,
forestry, tourism, and mining;

D. effects on archaeological and historic resources;

E. effects on the natural environment, including effects on air and water quality
resources and flora and fauna;

F. effects on rare and unique natural resources;

G. application of design options that maximize energy efficiencies, mitigate adverse
environmental effects, and could accommodate expansion of transmission or
generating capacity;

H. use or paralleling of existing rights-of-way, survey lines, natural division lines, and
agricultural field boundaries;

I. use of existing large electric power generating plant sites;

J. use of existing transportation, pipeline, and electrical transmission systems or
rights-of-way;

K. electrical system reliability;

L. costs of constructing, operating, and maintaining the facility which are dependent
on design and site;

M. adverse human and natural environmental effects which cannot be avoided; and

N. irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resources.

The analysis in Section 4 addresses each of these factors by evaluating the potential
impacts to individual components or "elements" of each factor. For example, impacts to
human settlement (Factor A) are assessed by evaluating nine different elements including
aesthetics, cultural values, displacement, floodplains, land use and zoning, noise, property
values, public services, recreation, and socioeconomics. For each element, "indicators" are
analyzed. An indicator is a way to measure an element. For example, proximity to residences
is used as an indicator of potential displacement.
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At the time the Commission makes a final permit decision, it must determine whether the EA
and the record created at the public hearing address the issues identified in the scoping
decision.37 This permit decision must occur within 60 days after receipt of the AU report^s
and be made within six months of the Commission's determination the application is
complete. This time limit may be extended up to three months for just cause or upon
agreement of the applicant.^s A Commission permit decision is anticipated in summer 2016.

2.6 Other Permits and Approvals

A site permit from the Commission is the only state permit required for siting the proposed
project; however, should the Commission issue a site permit, other permits might be
required. These subsequent permits are commonly referred to as "downstream" permits and
must be obtained by the applicant prior to construction of the proposed project. Table 2
identifies potential permits, approvals, and notifications.

Asite permit from the Commission supersedes local zoning, building or land use rules."^®
Though zoning and land use rules are superseded, the Commission's site permit decision
must be guided, in part, by impacts to local zoning and land use in accordance with the
legislative goal to "minimize human settlement and other land use conflicts.'"^^

A site permit also binds state agencies. Minnesota Statute 216E.10, subdivision 3, requires
state agency participation in the permitting process to identify whether proposed projects—if
constructed—would be "in compliance with state agency standards, rules, or policies."

Federal

Title 10, Section 503.2 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) prohibits the construction
of a new electric power plant without the capability to use coal or another alternate fuel as a
primary energy source unless an exemption has been granted by the Department of Energy
under 10 CFR 503 Subparts C or D.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) requires that it be notified of certain construction
activities. "Notification allows the FAA to identify potential aeronautical hazards in advance
thus preventing or minimizing adverse impacts to the safe and efficient use of navigable
airspace."^2

37 Minn. R. 7850.3900. subp. 2.
38 Minn. R. 7850.3900. subp. 1,
39 Minn. R. 7850.3900. subp. 1.
40 Minn. Stat. 216E.10. subd. 1.

41 Minn. Stat. 216E.03. subd. 7.

42 Federal Aviation Administration (September 23, 2014) Notification of Proposed Construction orAiteration
on Airport Part 71: Centrai Region, Retrieved March 21, 2016, from:
httD://www.faa.gov/airDorts/central/engineering/Dart77/#who.
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Table 2 Potential Permits and Approvals

Federal

Department of Energy

Federal Aviation Administration

Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission

United States Army Corps of
Engineers

United States Environmental

Protection Agency

United States Fish

and Wildlife Service

state of Minnesota

Department of Natural Resources

Department of Transportation

Pollution Control Agency

County, City

Page I 12

Exemption to Allow Burning Natural Gas

Notice of Proposed Construction of Alteration

Exempt Wholesale Generator Self-Certification

Market-Based Rate Authorization

Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act

Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act

Acid Rain Permit

Risk Management Plan

Hazardous Waste Generation

Threatened and Endangered Species Consultation

Endangered Species Consultation

Road Crossing Permits

Special Hauling Permit

Air Emission Facility Permit

Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality
Certification or waiver (if USACE Section 404 Permit is
required)

Hazardous Waste Generator Permit

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/
State Disposal System Permit

Storage Tank Registration and Permitting

Road Crossing and Right-of-Way, Land and Building,
Overwidth Load, and Driveway and Access Permits
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The United States Federal Energy Commission (FERC) "regulates the transmission and
wholesale sales of electricity" in the interstate market and "protects the reliability of the high
voltage interstate transmission system through mandatory reliability standards."^^

The United States ArmyCorps of Engineers (USACE) "regulates the discharge of dredged or
fill material into waters of the United States, including wetlands."^ Dredged or fill material
could impact water quality. A permit is required from USACE if the potential for significant
adverse impacts exists. At this time, USACE does not anticipate the need for a permit.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates potential impacts to
human health and the environment through a variety of permits and approvals.^^ EPA's
authority extends to multiple activities including emissions to air and water and the handling
of hazardous wastes.

A permit is required from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for the
incidental "taking"of any endangered species. As a result, USFWS encourages project
proposers to consult with the agency to determine if a project has the potential to impact
federally-listed threatened and endangered species. Additionally, consultation can lead to
the identification of general mitigation measures for potential impacts associated with a
proposed project.

State

Construction projects that disturb one or more acres of land require a general National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)/ State Disposal System (SDS) construction
stormwater permit from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). This permit is
issued to "construction site owners and their operators to prevent stormwater pollution
during and after construction.jhe NPDES/SDS permit requires (1) use of best
management practices; (2) development of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan; and (3)
adequate stormwater treatment capacity once the project is complete. An air permit is
required for regulated facilities to ensure compliance with a variety of state and federal air
quality requirements. Additionally, MPCA regulates generation, handling, and storage of
hazardous wastes.

^3 U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (June 17, 2015) What FERC Does, Retrieved March 22, 2016,
from: https://www.ferc.gov/about/ferc-does.asD.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (October 27, 2015) Section 404 Permit Program, Retrieved
December 9, 2015, from: http://www.eDa.gov/cwa-404/section-404-permit-program.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (September 29, 2015) Our Mission and What We Do, Retrieved
March 22, 2016, from: https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/our-mission-and-what-we-do.

46 See U.S. Code § 1532(19) (defining "take" to mean to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill,
trap, capture, or collect, or attempt to engage in such conduct).

47 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (November 19, 2015) Stormwater Program for Construction Activity,
Retrieved December 9,2015, from: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-tvpes-and-
programs/stormwater/construction-stormwater/index.html.
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Potential impacts to state lands and waters, as well as fish and wildlife resources are
regulated by DNR. Not unlike the USFWS, DNR encourages project proposers to consult with
the agency to determine if a project has the potential to impact state-listed threatened or
endangered species. Additionally, consultation can lead to the identificationof general
mitigation measures for potential impacts associated with a proposed project.

A permit from MnDOT is required for the transport and delivery of equipment that is oversize
or overweight.-^

Local

The Commission's site permit supersedes local planning and zoning regulations and
ordinances; however, applicants must obtain local approvals necessary for proper local
government functioning, for example, local building permits as agreed to by the applicant
and the city of Burnsville.^^

2.7 Applicable Codes

The proposed project must meet requirements of the National Electrical Safety Code
(NESC).5° NESC standards are designed to safeguard human health "from hazards arising
from the installation, operation, or maintenance of conductors and equipment in electric
supply stations."5i Theyalso ensure that projects are constructed using materials that will
withstand the operational stresses placed upon them over the expected lifespan of the
equipment, provided routine operational maintenance is performed.

Utilities must also comply with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC)
standards.52 nerc standards define the reliability requirements for planning and operating
the electrical transmission grid in North America.^3

-^8 Minnesota Department of Transportation (n.d.) Overdimension Permits, Retrieved March 22, 2016, from:
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/Gvo/oversize/order a oermit.html.

^9 Application, Appendix B.
80 See Minn. Stat. 3268.35: Minn. R. 7826.0300. subp. 1 (requiring utilitiesto comply with the most recent

edition of the NESC when constructing newfacilities or reinvesting capital in existingfacilities); see also
Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.4.1 (requiring compliance with NESC standards).

81 IEEE Standards Association (n.d.) C2-2002 - National Electrical Safety Code 2002 Edition, Retrieved
March 9, 2016, from: http://standards.ieee.org/findstds/standard/C2-2002.html.

82 See Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.3.1 (requiring compliance with NERC
standards).

83 North American Electric Reliability Corporation (n.d.) Standards, Retrieved December 8, 2015, from:
http://www.nerc.com/pa/stand/Pages/default.aspx.
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2.8 Issues Outside the Scope of the EA

Consistent with the scoping decision (Appendix A), this EA does not address:

• Any alternatives not identified in the scoping decision, including a no-build alternative.
• Issues related to project need, size, type, or timing.
• Issues related to necessary improvements to natural gas pipeline(s).
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3 Proposed Project
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Section 3 describes the proposed project. Unless otherwise noted, the source of information
for this section is the site permitapplications^ or the applicant's November 13, 2015, letter
to the Commission.S5

Theapplicant proposes to construct a simple-cycle natural gas-fired turbine and associated
facilities at the existing generating plant in the city of Burnsville, Minnesota. Electricity
generated by the projectwill be transmitted to the existing 115 kV Black Dog substation
(substation) located on-site. The applicant proposes to use existing infrastructure to the
greatest extent practicable. This includes the powerhouse buildingand substation.

3.1 Proposed Site Location

The proposed project will be constructed at the existing generatingplant inthe city of
Burnsville, Minnesota, approximately 12 miles south of Minneapolis (Figure 1).The city of
Burnsville is in Dakota County.

Construction of the existing generatingplantwas completed in 1960. As originally designed,
the generating plant housed twocoal-fired boilers with steam turbines (Units 1 and 2), and
two dual-fuel boilerswith steam turbines (Units 3 and 4). These units are no longer in
operation. More information regarding the retirement of these units, as well as associated
remediation activities is discussed in Section 4.8.

In 2002, a combined cycle natural gas-fired power block (Unit 5/2) replaced Units 1 and 2.
Unit5/2 generates electricity through a natural gas-fired combustion turbine, which is
connected to a heat recovery steam generator (HRSG). The exhaust heat from the
combustion turbine generates steam within the HRSG that is used to turn the existing Unit 2
steam turbine. The HRSG generates electric power without the need for additional fuel
consumption. Unit 5/2 is housed within the north-end of the powerhouse building. Itcan
generate 283 MW of electricity at peak capacity.

Unit 6 will replace Unit4 within the south-end of the powerhouse building. Unit 3 will not be
replaced. Several project components will be located outside or attached directlyto the
powerhouse building.These components are discussed in Section 3.2. The powerhouse
building is within the existinggenerating plant boundary. The generating plant occupies 80-
acres, which, in addition to the powerhouse, includes a coal yard, substation, and settling
ponds. The generating plant is located on an approximately 1,900 acre parcel owned bythe
applicant.Approximately 500 of these acres are covered by Black Dog Lake. The remaining
1,250 acres are leased to the USFWS for recreational and wildlife uses.

Figure 2 depicts the location of the proposed project within the existing powerhouse.

Application.
55 Xcel Energy (November 13, 2015) Reply Comments, eDockets No. 201511-115705-01.
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Figure 2 Existing Powerhouse and Substation

Source: Google, inc.

3.2 Project Description

The proposed project is a large electric power generating plant fueled solely by natural gas.
The applicant intends to use a General Electric 7F.05 Series simple-cycle natural gas-fired
combustion turbine. In addition to good combustion techniques, Unit 6 will be equipped with
low-nitrogen oxide (NOx) burners to limit the creation of pollutants. The turbine will be
housed within the existing powerhouse.

As depicted in Figure 3 and Figure 4, a natural gas-fired combustion turbine works by first
compressing outside air in a compressor. The compressed air is fed into a combustion
chamber at high speeds. Fuel injectors within the combustion system inject high-pressure
natural gas, which burns at temperatures over 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit. This high-
temperature air expands through a turbine spinning rotating blades. These rotating blades.
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in addition to drawing in more high-temperature air, are connected to a shaft that turns a
generator to produce electricity.

Figure 3 How a Natural Gas Turbine Works

1. Inlet Section
2.; Compressor
•3 Combustion System^
4,.Turt;ine
5. Exhaust Syslem
6. ExhaustDlWuser

Cpuirte^ofSiarnmsWe^nghouss

Source: U.S. Department of Energy^^

in addition to the turbine, the following associated facilities will be constructed as part of the
proposed project:

Inlet Air Filter. The inlet air filter cleans the air prior to it entering the turbine. It will be
located outside, and attached to the south side of the powerhouse building. The
applicant anticipates this filter will not be taller than the existing building.

Evaporative Cooler. The evaporative cooler lowers the temperature of the air entering
the turbine when needed. Cooling incoming air increases operating efficiency on hot
days. The evaporative cooler is a component of the inlet air filter.

Exhaust Stack. The exhaust stack directs turbine exhaust into the atmosphere. It will
exit the powerhouse near the rear of the turbine, and extend 65-feet above the roof.
The stack will be constructed out of a steel alloy rated for the appropriate
temperature and insulated for the majority of its height.

U.S. Department of Energy (n.d.) How Gas Turbine Power Plants Work, Retrieved March 3, 2016, from:
httD://energv.gov/fe/how-gas-turbine-power-olants-work.

57 U.S. Department of Energy (n.d.).
58 Xcel Energy (April 7, 2016).
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Main Generator. The main generator converts the rotational energy of the turbine into
eiectricai energy. It is connected directly to the turbine via a rotating shaft. The
generator will produce electricity at 18,000 volts or 18 kV.^s

Main Generator Step-up Transformer. The main step-up transformer increases the
electrical voltage from 18 kVto 115 kVfor use on the existing 115 kV electric
transmission system. The transformer will be located outside on the west side of the
powerhouse in the same location as the step-up transformer used for Unit 4.

Auxiliary Transformer. The auxiliary transformer provides power to the turbine for
start-up and operation. It will be located outside next the main step-up transformer.

Equipment Fin Fan Cooler. The fin fan cooler ensures the turbine does not overheat.
The cooler consists of a closed-loop system that uses ethylene glycol and water to
carry heat away from the turbine. Fans move air across air heat exchangers cooling
the solution. This process is similar to an automobile radiator. The fin fan cooler will
be located outside directly south of the powerhouse building. It will be an elevated on
steel columns mounted on underground footings.®®

On-site Natural Gas Pipeline. The natural gas pipeline carries high pressure natural
gas from the on-site natural gas delivery point to Unit 6. The pipeline will be buried for
the majority of its length. It will enter the powerhouse building above ground. The on-
site delivery point is anticipated to be located east of the powerhouse building.

Gas-Conditioning Station. The gas-conditioning station removes moisture and other
impurities from the natural gas. The station will not regulate pressure. It will be
located within the powerhouse building.

Natural Gas Fuel Supply

The proposed project will be fueled solely by natural gas. The project will not have a back-up
fuel source. The proposed project will increase natural gas needs at the generating plant. As
a result, a new pipeline will be constructed to provide fuel for Unit 6. The gas supplier will be
responsible for obtaining necessary permits and approvals to construct the pipeline.

A contract for supplying the natural gas for the proposed project was competitively bid and
awarded to Northern States Power Gas.®2 The applicant is currently evaluating routing
options, gathering input from stakeholders such as the cities of Burnsville and Eagan, the
USFWS, and DNR.®® The applicant anticipates filing a route permit application with the

Xcel Energy (March 17, 2016).
60 Xcel Energy (April 7, 2016).
61 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
62 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
63 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
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Commission in June 2016.®^ As a result, the natural gas pipeline portion of the project will
undergo independent environmental analysis, and, consistent with the scoping decision, is
not evaluated as a part of this EA.^s

Water Supply

The proposed project will use groundwater to cool both the turbine itself and the air entering
the turbine. Equipment will be cooled by the fin fan cooler described above. A mixture of 45
percent water and 55 percent ethylene glycol solution will be used in a closed-loop
system.®® Groundwater will be used to fill the system initially, and as needed as water is lost
to maintenance activities.®7

The evaporative cooler will use groundwater to lower the temperature of the air entering the
turbine on hot days. The applicant anticipates the evaporative cooler will be used
approximately 20 percent of the time while Unit 6 is in operation. Use of the evaporative
cooler will increase the efficiency of the turbine by approximately 5 to 10 percent depending
upon the relative humidity.

Groundwater will also be used for domestic uses, fire suppression, and miscellaneous uses.

Figure 4 Electrical Generation Process

INLET

FILTER

NATURAL

GENERATOR

115KV TRANSFORMERS
TRANSMISSION

SYSTEM

GAS TURBINE

UNITS

Source: Xcel Energy.

64 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
65 Minnesota Department of Commerce (February 25, 2016(a)).
66 Xcel Energy (March 17, 2016).
67 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
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Electrical Interconnection

The proposed project will interconnect directly to the existing substation located on-site. This
will require minor modifications to the substation, but major upgrades will not be required.

Electricity generated by Unit 6 will flow to a step-up transformer where the voltage will be
increased to 115 kV, The proposed project will interconnect with the substation at the
breaker location previously used by Unit 4. Minor modifications to the substation include the
addition of a motor-operated 115 kV disconnect and minor buswork between the generator
breaker at the substation and the high voltage transmission lines coming from the step-up
transformer. 68

3.3 Construction

Construction of the proposed project would not begin until all approvals have been obtained.
Decommissioning, demolition, and removal of the Unit 4 turbine, generator, boiler, and other
equipment will be completed prior to construction of the proposed project and is currently in
progress.

Construction of Unit 6 will begin by pouring foundations for the turbine and generator. Once
completed, the combustion turbine and generator will be delivered by rail and installed
inside the powerhouse. Nextto be delivered and installed will be turbine accessory and inlet
air modules and the exhaust stack. This equipment will be delivered by truck. The exhaust
stack will be bolted or welded together and craned into place.®^ The main transformer will
be delivered by rail and installed. Lastly, the on-site gas pipeline and gas-conditioning
system will be installed.

The south-side of the generating plant will be used as a staging and delivery area, and, if
necessary, may extend east into the former coal yard.

Figure 5 depicts the generating plant after the proposed project is constructed.

3.4 Operation and Maintenance

Once constructed. Unit 6 will not operate continually. Rather, it is designed as a "peaking"
facility, meaning it is only expected to operate at times of high electric demand, for example,
hot summer afternoons, or to offset fluctuations in intermittent or variable generation
sources, such as solar and wind. The proposed project has the capability to load follow, and
have the ability to ramp at approximately 13 to 15 MW per minute. Unit 6 will be able to
provide 150 MW of electrical power within 10 minutes notice.

Xcel Energy (March 17, 2016).
Xcel Energy (April 7, 2016).
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Routine maintenance activities would occur as necessary. Additionally, the turbine requires
periodic overhaul. Two types of overhauls will be performed: hot gas path and major
maintenance. These overhauls would alternate, and begin with the hot gas path overhaul. A
hot gas path overhaul "consists of refurbishment of the combustion turbine combustion
system and turbine blades. A hot gas path overhaul requires approximately one week.''^® A
major maintenance overhaul includes a hot gas path overhaul, but also includes an overhaul
of the compressor section of the combustion turbine and an inspection of the generator.''^
Major maintenance overhauls generally require two to three weeks.

Figure 5 Black Dog Generating Plant, anticipated 2020

Source: Application.

3.5 Cost

The proposed project is anticipated to cost approximately $100,000,000. Table 3 provides
an approximate cost break-down.

3.6 Schedule

Assuming all permits are acquired, the applicant indicates that construction will begin in
summer of 2016 and continue through 2017. Project commission and start-up is
anticipated in November of 2017, with commercial operation beginning in March 2018.

70 Xcel Energy (November 13, 2015).
71 Xcel Energy (November 13, 2015).
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Table 3 Estimated Costs

Project Component Estimated Cost

Planning / Permitting/ Design $7,000,000

Procurement $60,000,000

Construction $33,000,000

Close Out Included Above

Total $100,000,000

Source: Xcel Energy.^2

72 Xcel Energy (March 10, 2016).
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4 Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures
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Section 4 provides an overview ofthe environmental setting, affected resources, potential
impacts, and mitigation measures associated with the proposed project.Section 4 also
discusses cumulative potential effects.

Analysis Background

Apotential impact is the anticipated change to an existing condition caused eitherdirectly or
indirectly by the construction and operationof a proposed project. Potential impacts can be
positive or negative, short- or long-term, and, in certain circumstances, can accumulate
incrementally. Impacts vary in duration and size, by resource, and across locations.

Direct Impacts are caused by the proposed action and occurat the same time and placeas
the proposed action. An Indirect Impact is caused bythe proposed action, but is further
removed in distance or occurs later in time. Both direct and indirect impacts must be
reasonably foreseeable, which means a reasonable person would anticipate or predictthe
impact. Cumulative potential effects are the result of the incremental effects of the
proposed action in addition to other projects in the environmentally relevant area.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation

Sections 4.2 through 4.7 explain the potential direct and indirect impacts to various
resources caused by the proposed project. The following terms and concepts are used to
describe and analyze potential impacts, that is, to put impacts into a consistent context:

Duration Impacts varyover time. Short-term impacts are generallyassociated with
project construction. Long-term impacts are associated with the operational lifeof
the project and usually end with project decommissioning and reclamation.
Permanent impacts extend beyond the decommissioning stage of the project.

Size Impactsvary bysize.Size is a measure of how bigsomething is.To the extent
possible, potential impacts are described quantitatively, for example, the number of
impacted acres or the percentage of affected individuals in a population.

Location Impacts are location dependent. For example, noise impacts decrease as
distance from the source increases, or common resources in one location might be
uncommon in another.

Uniqueness Resources are different. Common resources occur frequently, while
uncommon resources are not ordinarily encountered.

The context of an impact-in combination with its anticipated on-the-ground effect-is used
to determine an impact intensity level, which can range from highly beneficial to highly
harmful. Impact intensity levels are described usinga qualitative scale, which is explained
below. These terms are not intended to be value judgments, but rather a means to ensure a
common understanding among readers and to compare impacts between alternatives.
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Negligible Impacts do not alter an existing resource function, and are generally not
noticeable to an average observer. These short-term Impacts affect common
resources.

Minimal Impacts do not considerably alter an existing resource condition or function.
Minimal Impacts might, for some resources and at some locations, be noticeable to
an average observer. These Impacts generally affect common resources over the
short-term.

Moderate Impacts alter an existing resource condition or function, and are generally
noticeable or predictable to the average observer. Effects might be spread out over a
large area making them difficult to observe, but can be estimated by modeling.
Moderate Impacts might be long-term or permanent to common resources, but
generally short-to long-term to uncommon resources.

Significant Impacts alter an existing resource condition or function to the extent that
the resource Is Impaired or cannot function. Significant Impacts are likely noticeable
or predictable to the average observer. Effects might be spread out over a large area
making them difficult to observe, but can be estimated by modeling. Significant
Impacts can be of any duration, and affect common or uncommon resources.

in Instances where the potential effects of other projects coincide with the potential effects
of the proposed project In the environmentally relevant area, these effects are cumulative.
Cumulative potential effects may or may not change the Impact Intensity level. Section 4.8
discusses cumulative potential effects In detail.

Sections 4.2 through 4.7 discuss opportunities to avoid, minimize, or mitigate an Impact.
These actions are collectively referred to as mitigation.

Toavoid an Impact means It Is eliminated altogether, for example, by not undertaking
parts or all of a project, or relocating the project.

To minimizean Impact means to limit Its Intensity, for example, by reducing a
project's size or moving a portion of the project.

To mitigate an Impact means fixing It by repairing, rehabilitating or restoring the
affected resource, or compensating for It by replacing It or providing a substitute
resource elsewhere. Mitigating an Impact Is often used when It cannot be avoided or
further minimized.

Some Impacts can be avoided or minimized; some might be unavoidable but can be
minimized; others might be unavoidable and unable to be minimized, but can be mitigated.

Regions of Influence

Potential Impacts to human and environmental resources are analyzed In this EA within
specificspatial bounds or regions of Influence (ROI). The ROI Isthe geographic area within
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which construction and operation of a project may impact a specific resource. Impacts to
resources may extend beyond this distance, but would diminish quickly and result in
negligible to minimal impacts. ROIs vary between resources, and can change across
projects.

This EA uses the following ROIs
to assess potential impacts to
resources:

The site location is the area

within the generating plant
boundary where the majority of
construction activities will occur.

This includes the existing
powerhouse building, coal yard
and ash ponds. Buffer distances
of 1,600 feet and one-miie from
the site location boundary are
used as ROIs. The project area
ROI focusses on the city of
Burnsville, but also includes the
cities of Bloomington and Eagan,
and more generally Dakota and
He^epin County.

As necessary, this EA will discuss
resources, potential impacts and
mitigation measures beyond the
identified ROI to provide
appropriate context.

Table.4 summarizes the ROIs

used in this EA. Figure 6
illustrates the site location and

1,600 feet ROIs.

Figure 6 Selected Regions of Infiuence

Source: Energy Environmental Review and Analysis.

4.1 Environmental Setting

The existing generating plant is within the Minnesota River Valley. The valley was formed
11,600 to 9,200 years ago as River Warren drained glacial Lake Agassiz through the
Minnesota River Valley.Today, the river valley within the vicinity of the proposed project

73 Minnesota River Basin Data Center (November 15, 2004) Minnesota River Vaiiey Formation, Retrieved
April 19, 2016, from: httD://mrbdc.mnsu.edu/mnbasin/fact sheets/vallev formation.
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contains wetlands and floodplain forests of maple, cottonwood, and ashJ^ The generating
plant issited on a natural isthmus with open, grassed areas and pockets offorested areas
between Black Dog Lake and the Minnesota River.

Table 4 Regions of influence

Type of Resource Element Region of Influence

Displacement, Land Use and
Zoning, Interference

Site Location

Human Settlement

Noise, Property Values 1,600 Feet

Aesthetics, Recreation, Public
Utilities

One-mile

Socioeconomics, Cultural Values Project Area

Public Services
Airports, Roads, Emergency
Services, Utilities

Project Area

Public Health and Safety

Electric and Magnetic Fields,
Electrical Interference, Public
and Worker Safety, Fire and
Electrocution

Site Location

Land-based Economies
Agriculture, Forestry, Mining Site Location

Tourisrh Project Area

Archaeological and
Historic Resources

— One-mile

Natural Environment

Geology, Soils, Vegetation, Water
Resources, Wetlands, Wildlife,
Wildlife Habitat

iSite Location

Rare and Unique Resources One-mile

Air Quality Project Area

The proposed project will be constructed within or adjacent to an existing powerhouse
building, which is part of the existing generating plant. The generating plant covers
approximately 80 acres, and includes the powerhouse building, coal yard, ash ponds, and
substation.75 The generating plant is within a 1,900 acre facility boundary owned by the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (October 21, 2015) Minnesota Valley: Wildlife and Habitat, Retrieved April
19, 2016, from: httD://www.fws.gov/refuge/IVIinnesota Vallev/wildlife and habitat/lndex.html.

Application, page 3.
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applicant Of this, approximately 500 acres is covered by Black Dog Lake The remaining
acres are managed as part of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge bythe USFWS
under a long-term lease agreement. This lease was initiated in 1982.^^

The generating plant is located in the city of Burnsville, Minnesota, within the Minneapolis-
St. Paul-Bloomington metropolitanstatistical area. Approximately 3,524,5837® people live
in this urbanized environment that covers approximately 8,120 square miles.79

4.2 Impacts to Human Settlement

Construction and operation of a new large electric power generating plant has the potential
to impact human settlement. These impacts might be short-term, for example, an influxof
construction jobs, or long-term, for example, changes to land use.

Potential impacts to aesthetics and recreation will be minimal. Noise impacts will be
minimal. Impacts to cultural values, floodplains, land use and zoning, and property values
are not anticipated. Displacement will not occur. Socioeconomic impacts are positive.

4.2.1 Aesthetics

Aesthetics refers to the visual quality of an area as perceived by the viewer, and forms the
overall impression an observer has of an area. Aesthetics are subjective, meaning their
relative value depends upon the perception and philosophical or psychological responses
unique to individual viewers. Impacts to aesthetics are equally subjective, and depend upon
the sensitivity and exposure of an individual. The relative value of aesthetics, as well as
perceived impacts to visual resources, can vary greatly between individuals.

Aviewshed includes the natural landscape and built features visible from a specific location.
Natural landscapes can include wetlands, surface waters, distinctive landforms, and
vegetation patterns. Buildings, roads, bridges and transmission lines are examples of built
features on the landscape. Generally, a harmonious viewshed is considered by many to be
more aesthetically pleasing.

Viewer sensitivity is an individual's interest or concern for the quality of a viewshed and
varies depending upon the activities viewers are engaged in, their values and expectations
related to the viewshed, and their level of concern for potential changes to the viewshed.

Application, page 3.
Application, page 3.

78 U.S. Census Bureau (March 2016) AnnualEstimates of the Resident Population:April 1, 2010 to July1,
2015 - United States - Metropolitan and Micropoiitan Statistical Area; and for Puerto Rico, Retrieved
April 20, 2016, from:

httD://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/isf/Dages/Droductview.xhtml?src=bkmk.
79 Metropolitan Council (September 2014) Metro Stats - Prosperity imbaianced: The Twin Cities

Metropolitan Area in 2013, Retrieved April 20, 2016, from:
httD://metrocouncil.org/getattachment/3f92bc2f-f244-438e-b714-a7a95028daca/.asDX.
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High viewer sensitivity is generally associated with individuals engaged in recreational
activities; traveling scenic sites for pleasure and to or from recreational, protected, natural,
cultural or historic areas; or experiencing viewsheds from resorts, road-side pull-outs, or
residences. Low viewer sensitivity is generally associated with individuals working or
commuting.

Viewer exposure refers to variables associated with observing a viewshed, and can include
the number of viewers, frequency and duration of views, and view location. For example, a
high exposure viewshed would be observed frequently by large numbers of people for long
periods. These variables, as well as other factors such as viewing angle or time of day, affect
the overall aesthetic impact.

Potential Impacts

The proposed project will be located within the existing powerhouse building (Figure 7).
Portions of the project will be outside, either attached to the building or located within a
short distance. The majority of this outdoor equipment will only be visible from the west or
south. The powerhouse is part of the existing generating plant, which is surrounded by
wildlife and recreational areas, as well as roads, railway, and extensive electrical
transmission infrastructure.

Figure 7 Generating Riant 2015

Source: Application.

The generating plant is located in the Minnesota River Valley. Residences on nearby bluffs
overlook the proposed project. Interstate Highway 35 West (I-35W) (Figure 8) and Minnesota
State Highway 77 (MN-77) (Figure 9) are approximately 2.20 miles to the west and 1.40
miles to the east, respectively.
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Views of the proposed project
will primarily be from
neighboring residences and I-
35W and MN-77. The nearest

residence is approximately
three-tenths of a mile from the

powerhouse building. Desktop
analysis reveals that the
majority of residences within
one-mile of the proposed
project are screened by
vegetation in the summer
months. When viewed from

residences, both viewer
sensitivity and exposure would
be considered high. When
viewed from I-35W and MN-77,
viewer sensitivity is low as
most individuals use this

highway for commuting to and
from work or traveling across
the Twin Cities metropolitan
area and beyond. Viewer
exposure is also considered to
be low. While the proposed
project will be viewed by a high
number of people, viewing time
is from a distance, of a short
period of time and—for most
viewers—repetitious.

The air inlet filter, main
transformer, and auxiliary
transformer will be located

outside. This equipment will be
attached directly to the powerhouse building. The fin fan cooler will be immediately adjacent
to the south-side of the powerhouse. The exhaust stack will protrude from the roof of the
building and extend approximately 200 feet.®® This is shorter than the existing Unit 5/2
stack by 15 feet.si

Unit5/2 uses an aqueous solution of ammonia to control NOx emissions, which may
produce a visible water vapor plume. Whether or not this plume is visible depends upon

80

81

Application, page 38.
Application, page 38.
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Figure 9 Current Viewshed from !-35W

Source: Google, Inc.

Figure 8 Current Viewshed from MN-77

'giant

•GoogI c earth

Source: Google, inc.
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multiple factors, such as weather conditions, time of year, and operating load. Unit 6 will not
use an aqueous solution of ammonia to control NOx emissions. As a result, "the most likely
visible evidence of a plume will be a transparent heat 'shimmer' directly above the outlet."®^

Direct Impacts
Aesthetics impacts are anticipated to be long-term and minimal. Impacts are of a relative
small size compared to the generating plant as a whole. The presence of the existing
generating plant prevents the occurrence of a natural viewshed. The ROI for aesthetics is
one mile.

The proposed project will be co-located with an existing large electric power generating plant
within an existing powerhouse. The powerhouse is located in an area with extensive
electrical transmission infrastructure. The introduction of a second exhaust stack protruding
from the roof of the powerhouse will increase aesthetic impacts; however, this increase will
be incremental and minimal. The Unit 6 exhaust stack will be shorter than the Unit 5/2
stack and, unlike the Unit 5/2 stack, is not expected to create a water vapor plume. The
proposed project is not anticipated to be visible from I-35W or MN-77.

Indirect Impacts
Direct aesthetic impacts can cause indirect impacts to property values and recreational
opportunities. Because direct aesthetic impacts are anticipated to be minimal, indirect
impacts are anticipated to be negligible.

Mitigative Measures

Potential impacts to aesthetics can be minimized by choosing sites that are, to the extent
practicable, consistent with the existing viewshed or reduce viewer exposure. Constructing
Unit 6 within an existing powerhouse building is consistent with these measures. No
mitigation is proposed.

4.2.2 Cultural Values

Cultural values are learned community beliefs and attitudes. These values provide a
framework for individual and community thought and action. Cultural values are informed, in
part, by ethnic heritage. Residents of Burnsville self-reported as having primarily American,
Czech, English, French, German, Irish, Italian, Norwegian, Polish, Subsaharan African, and
Swedish ancestry.®® At 31 percent, German ancestry was reported most often.

Cultural values are also informed by work and leisure pursuits. Local events are tied to
ethnic heritage, geographic features, national holidays, and other seasonal and municipal

82 Application, page 38.
83 U.S. Census Bureau, (n.d.(a)) 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates: DP02 Seiected

Social Characteristics in the United States, Available from:
httD://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/isf/Dages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t# (listing includes
ancestry totaling greater than 1,000 individuals).
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activities. "The City of Burnsviile has a rich historyof celebrations and communityevents ...
such as the International Festival of Burnsviile, Art and All That Jazz Festival, and the
Burnsviile Fire Muster. Other events include concerts, movies and other entertainment.''^^

Potential Impacts

Impacts to cultural resources are not anticipated. The proposed project will not interfere with
the work or leisure pursuits of residents in a way that interferes with their cultural values. No
mitigation is proposed.

4.2.3 Displacement

Displacement is the forced removal of a residence or building to facilitate the construction
and operation of the proposed project.^^ The applicant owns the proposed site location;
therefore, displacement will not occur. Mitigation is not proposed.

4.2.4 Fioodpialn

The proposed project is located within an area mapped as "Zone AE" by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.^® Areas within this designation are "subject to inundation
bythe 1-percent-annual-chance flood event."87 The 100-year flood level is approximately
715 feet above mean sea level.ss

Impacts to the 100-year floodplain are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed. All
outdoor equipment, including the equipment fin fan cooler, and on-site natural gas pipeline,
will be located above 720 feet mean sea level.sQ This exceeds the 100-year flood level. The
remaining facilities will be within or upon the existing powerhouse. Construction activities
will not result in placement of fill or alterations to the floodplain.

4.2.5 Land Use and Zoning

Land use is the use of land by humans, such as residential, commercial or agricultural uses,
and often refers to zoning. Zoning is a regulatory tool used by local governments (cities,
counties, and some townships) to promote or restrict certain land uses within specific

85

City of Burnsviile (n.cl.(a)) Community Events and Festivals, Retrieved March 29, 2016, from:
httD://www.ci.burnsville.mn.us/index.asDX?NID=416.

American Heritage Dictionaryof the English Language, Fifth Edition (2011) displacing, Retrieved
December 22, 2015, from: http://www.thefreedictionarv.com/disDlacing (defining "displace" as "to
move, shift, or force from the usual place or position" and "to force to leave a place of residence").

86 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(a)) FEMA Floodplain Maps - FloodInsurance Rate Maps
(FIRMs), Retrieved April 6, 2016, from:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt section/floodplain/fema firms.html.

87 Application, page 37.
88 Application, page 37.
89 Xcel Energy (April 8, 2016).
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geographic areas. Electric generating facilities have the potential to innpede current and
future land use.

A site permit from the Commission supersedes local zoning, building or land use rules.^®
Though zoning and land use rules are superseded, the Commission's site permit decision
must be guided, in part, by impacts to local zoning and land use in accordance with the
legislative goal to "minimize human settlement and other land use conflicts."^^

Potential Impacts

Direct impacts are anticipated to be long-term arid of a small size. Unique resources will not
be impacted. The overall impact intensity level is anticipated to be minimal.

Unit 6 will be constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Outdoor construction
activities will be limited to industrial areas on the site location. On-site staging and storage
of equipment will also be limited to these areas. As a result, impacts to land use are not
anticipated. No mitigation is proposed.

The existing generating plant is located in an area of Burnsville zoned as Conservancy
District.92 utility uses and the expansion of nonconforming existing uses may be allowed.93

Unless approved through a conditional use permit, no structure is to exceed 35 feet in
height.94 The powerhouses building and the exhaust stack for Unit 5/2 are over 35 feet in

height. The exhaust stack for Unit 6 will be 200 feet tall. This is approximately 15-feet
shorter than the existing Unit 5/2 exhaust stack.

/

The proposed project is within the Shoreland Overlay District95 and the Floodway District96.
General setback requirements for sewered properties within the Shoreland Overlay District
are 50 feet from the ordinary high water mark to the closest point of the structure (10-8-10).
The powerhouse building is appro;!(imately 200-feet from Black Dog Lake. The fin fan cooler
is also expected to exceed the 50 foot setback.

Mitigation

Potential impacts to current and future land use can be mitigated by selecting sites that are
compatible with current and future land use and zoning. To the extent practicable, the
proposed project is consistent with these measures.

90 Minn. Stat. 216E.10. subd. 1.

91 Minn. Stat. 216E.03. subd. 7.
92 City of Burnsville (November 24, 2015) City of Burnsville Zoning Map, Retrieved March 29, 2016, from:

htto://www.burnsville.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/534.

93 Sterling Codifiers (December 22, 2015) Burnsville, Minnesota: City Code, Retrieved March 29, 2016, from:
httD://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/index.DhD?book id=468. see 10-28-2.

94 Sterling Codifiers (December 22,2015), see 10-28-6.
95 City of Burnsville (November 24, 2015).
96 Cityof Burnsville (n.d.(b)) Zoning and Flood Zones Viewer, Retrieved March 29, 2016, from:

httD://www.ci.burnsville.mn.us/index.asDX?NID=884.
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4.2.6 Noise

Noise can be defined as any undesired sound.it is measured in units of decibels on a
logarithmicscale. The A-weighted scale (dBA) is used to duplicate the sensitivity of the
human ear.^s /\ three dBA change in sound is barely detectable to average human hearing,
whereas a five dBA change is clearly noticeable. A10 dBA change is perceived as a sound
doubling in loudness.

Minnesota's noise standards are based on noise area classifications (NAG), which
correspond to the location of the listener (often referred to as a "receptor"). These
classifications are not necessarily synonymous with local zoning classifications. NACs are
assigned to areas based on the type of land use activity occurring at that location. For
example, residences, designated camping and picnicking areas, resorts and group camps
are assigned to NAG 1; retail and other trades, airports, and bus stops are assigned to NAG
2; manufacturing and other industrial type activities are assigned to NAG 3. Acomplete list is
available at Minnesota Rule 7030.0050.

Table 5 Noise Area Classifications (dBA)

Noise Area

i Classification
(NAG)

Daytime '
(7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.)

Lie • j _ .Lso .

Nighttime
(10:00 p.m..to .7:00 a.m.)

Lio ,1• " Lso
1 65 60 55 50

2 70 65 70 65

3 80 75 80 75

Source: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (2015).

Noise standards are expressed as a range of permissible dBA over a one-hour time period.
Lie may be exceeded 10 percent of the time, or six minutes per hour, while Lso may be
exceeded 50 percent of the time, or 30 minutes per hour. Standards vary between daytime
and nighttime hours. There is no limit to the maximum loudness of a noise.^^ Table 5
provides current Minnesota noise standards.

The proposed project is located in an urban area. Ambient noise levels in these locations are
generally between 45 and 55 dBA during daytime hours.Noise levels will vary throughout
the day due to vehicle traffic, emergency vehicles (sirens), or passing aircraft, among other
factors.

97

98

99

100

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (n.d.(a)) Noise Program, Retrieved December 28, 2015, from:
httDs://www.oca.state,m n.us/a ir/noise-orogram.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (November 2015) A Guide to Noise Control in Minnesota, Retrieved
December 28, 2015, from: httDs://www.Dca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/D-gen6-01.Ddf.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (November 2015), page 2.
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (n.d.(a)).
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There are no residences or other structures within 1,600 feet of the proposed natural gas-
""j fired turbine. Land use within 1,600 feet of the proposed project includes Black Dog Road, a

j railway, and the Black Dog Preserve Unit of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
These land use activities are assigned to NAG 3 and NAG 1, respectively.

Potential Impacts

- Noise impacts will be associated with construction and operation of the proposed project.
The ROI for noise impacts is 1,600 feet. As depicted in Figure 6, several residences are
within 1,600 feet of the site location. The closest residence to the existing powerhouse is

-1 ' approximately 1,850 feet to the south. This residence is approximately 1,800 feet from the
proposed location of the fin fan cooler.

-| Construction
Noise impacts related to construction will be intermittent and short-terrn. The size of the
impact will vary depending upon the distance between the source and the receptor. This
distance is expected to exceed 1,600 feet. The overall impact intensity level is expected to
be minimal. These impacts may or may not surpass MPGA noise standards. Impacts are
unavoidable, but can be minimized.

Gommission site permits require that construction be limited to daytime hours.The
^ majority of construction will occur inside the existing powerhouse. Outdoor construction

activities will include installation of the fin fan cooler, step-up transformer, exhaust stack,
and on-site natural gas pipeline. Noise from heavy equipment, such as, cranes and
excavating equipment, and increased vehicle traffic will be intermittent and occur during
daytime hours.

Noise associated with heavy equipment can range between 80 and 90 dBAat full power 50
feet from the source.^02 Heavy equipment generally runs at full power up to 50 percent of
the time.^°3 Point source sounds decrease six dBA at each doubling of distance.^°'^ This
means an 80 dBA sound at 50 feet is perceived as a 50 dBA sound at 1,600 feet. Any
exceedance of noise standards would be short-term and confined to daytime hours.

Operation
Noise surveys conducted by the applicant in 2011 while the generating plant was not
operational provide information regarding background noise levels. Noise levels within one-
mile of the proposed project did not exceed state noise standards. Monitoring equipment
3,500 feet from the powerhouse recorded daytime Lio noise levels of 55.7 dBA and L50 of

^01 Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.2.4.
102 Federal Highway Administration (November 30, 2015) Highway Traffic Noise: Construction Noise

Handbook, Retrieved December 29, 2015, from:
httDs://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/noise/construction noise/handbook/handbook09.cfm.

^03 Federal Highway Administration (November 30, 2015).

10^ Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (November 2015), page 10.
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45.1 dBA. Monitoring equipment 2,100 feet from the powerhouse recorded daytime Lio
noise levels of 49.1 dBA and Lsp of 43.1 dBA.^os

The proposed project will produce noise during operation. The turbine is rated at 85 dBA at a
distance of three feet.^o® The turbine will be located within the existing powerhouse. Noise
surveys conducted in 2002 while Unit 3 (coal-fired), Unit 4 (coal-fired), and Unit 5/2 (natural
gas-fired) were all in operation ranged from daytime Uo of 48 dBA and L50 of 47 to Lio noise
levels of 47 dBA and L50 of 46 dBA.^o^ Locations ranged from 1,800 feet to 3,300 feet from
the existing powerhouse, respectively. Noise impacts from the Unit 6 turbine are expected to
be similar or less than noise measured during the 2002 survey.

The fin fan cooler will produce noise not to exceed 85 dBA at one meter.As stated
previously, point source sounds decrease six dBA at each doubling of distance. This means
an 85 dBA sound at three feet is perceived as a 31 dBA sound at 1,600 feet from the
source. This does not exceed background noise levels.

Mitigation

Construction noise is not anticipated to exceed state noise standards; however, intermittent
noise impacts may occur from construction related activities. Commissionsite permits
require compliance with state noise standards, and also require that construction be limited
to daytime hours.^^o Operational noise impacts are mitigated by locatingthe turbine within
an existing powerhouse. Noise impacts are also mitigated bythe fact that a coal-fired
generating plant had been in operation for over 50 years at this location, including rail
shipments of coal, and resident expectations regarding ambient noise levels are established
and include electric power generating equipment.

4.2.7 Property Values

Potential impacts to propertyvalues are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed.

Unit 6 will be constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Aesthetic impacts are
minimal. Outdoorconstruction activities will be within the boundary of the existing
generating plant. As a result, the proposed project will not encumber future land use. No
human health related impacts are anticipated.

105 Application, page 34.
106 Application, page 34.

10^ Application, page 33.
108 Application, page 34.
109 Xcel Energy (April 8, 2016).
110 Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.2.4.
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4.2.8 Recreation

Large electric power generating plants have the potential to impact recreation by interfering
with the natural or built resources that provide for recreational opportunities. For example, a
generating plant might change the aesthetic of a recreational destination in a way that
reduces visitor use.

At its closes point, Black Dog Park is located
approximately 1,900 feet from the existing
powerhouse (Figure 10). Black Dog park is operated by
the city of Burnsville and consists of three
softbalI/baseball diamonds and a soccer/football
field. The park has a parking lot accessible form
Territorial Drive and a picnic area.

The Black Dog Preserve Unit of the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge is an approximately 1,250-
acre area managed as a portion of the USFWS refuge
system under a cooperative agreement with the
applicant.The applicant owns the underlying land
and leases it to the USFWS. The lease allows for

wildlife habitat enhancement and recreational
activities.^^2 visitor services include a wildlife

observation deck and associated 0.1-mile access trail

and the 1.9-mile Black Dog Trail (Figure 11). Refuge
visitors are required to remain on designated trails
when visiting the Unit.^^^ jpe refuge borders the north
side of the Minnesota River in this area as well.

Figure 10 Black Dog Park

Source: Google, Inc.

In July 2015, construction began on the "Black Dog
Greenway" portion of the Minnesota River Greenway Project.This paved, multi-use
recreational trail will be a part of the larger Dakota County trail network. The trail is expected
to be completed in fall of 2016. The trail "will closely follow the Minnesota River through the
Minnesota valley national Wildlife Refuge, roughly following the Black Dog Road
allgnment."^^^ The trail will be constructed to withstand the frequent flooding in the Black
Dog Lake area.^^®

m Application, page 43.
112 Application, page 43.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (n.d.) Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Black Dog Preserve Trail
Map, Retrieved March 28, 2016, from:
httD://www.fws.gov/uDloadedFiles/Black%20Dog%20Trail%20MaD.Ddf#c. ,

City of Burnsville (July 9, 2014) Most of Black Dog Road In Burnsville to Permanently Close to Public
Traffic, Slated to Become Greenway Trail, Retrieved March 28, 2016, from:
httD://wwv\/.burnsville.org/DocumentCenter/View/9323.

Dakota County (January 25,2012) Minnesota River Greenway Master Plan, Retrieved March 28, 2016,
from:

113

114

115
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Figure 11 Black Dog Preserve Trail Map
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Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Fort Snelling State Park is approximately 1.5-miles to the northeast of the existing
powerhouse building.

Potential Impacts

Impacts to recreation are anticipated to be minimal. No mitigation is proposed.

Unit 6 will be constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Outdoor construction
activities will be limited to industrial areas at the site location. Direct impacts to recreation
can cause indirect impacts to tourism. Because impacts to recreation are anticipated to be
minimal, indirect impacts to tourism are not anticipated.

httDs://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Darks/Planning/6reenwavs/Documents/MinnesotaRiverMasterPlan.Ddf.
116 Dakota County (January 25, 2012), page 11.
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4.2.9 Socioeconomics

The proposed project is located in the Twin Cities metropolitan area in close proximity to
major population centers. United States Census data was used to develop Table 6, which
provides information regarding total population and household income, and percentage of
minority popuiation and individuals below the poverty level. The median household income
in the project area is higher than Minnesota as a whole. The percentage of individuals living
below the poverty level is lower than the state as a whole. Minority groups make up a larger
percentage of the total population than Minnesota as a whole.

Table 6 Population and Economic Profile

Location
Total

Population*

Percent

Minority
Population*:}:

Median

Household

Income**

Percentage of
Individuals Below

Poverty Level**

Minnesota 5,303,925 : m7%: "$60,8:28, 11.5%

Dakota County 398,552 14.8%

Hennepin County 1,152,425 25.6% - $65,033 12.9%

Burnsviile 60,306 22.5% $63,997 11.2%

Bioomington 82,893 20.3% $63,053 9.0%

Eagan 64,206 18.5% $80,247 7.1%

* Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census.

t Minority population includes all persons excluding those who self-identified as white.
** Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates.

The proposed project will take between 18 and 24 months to construct.During this time
high-skilled workers including "pipefitters, iron workers, millwrights, boilermakers,
carpenters, electricians and other trades" will be employed.^^® Once constructed, the
proposed project will require workers for day-to-day operations and routine maintenance
activities. Once operational, the applicant anticipates paying approximately $2.2 million
annually in local property taxes.These taxes will be paid to Dakota County, the city of
Burnsviile, and the BurnsvilleSchool District.^20 ^ ^

Potential Impacts

Potential impacts are both short- and long-term. In both cases, impacts are positive.

117

118

119

120

Application, page 44,
Application, page 44.
Application, page 45.
Application, page 45.
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Direct impacts
Short-term impacts are associated with projectconstruction, impacts will be positive. Nearby
communities and businesses can expect a short-term increase in revenues, for example,
food and fuel purchases. Construction will not disrupt these communities and businesses.
Construction will provide employment for high-skilled workers. The applicant indicates that
some materials may be purchased locally. Long-term, positive impacts are associated with
wages and increased tax revenues.

Hennepin County has a higher number of residents living belowthe poverty level than the
state average. Dakota County and Hennepin County and the cities of Burnsville,
Bloomington, and Eagan have, as a percentage of the total population, minority populations
greater than the state average. The proposed project will not displace any of these
individuals. As a result, disproportionate negative impacts to minorityor low-income
populations are not expected.

Indirect Impacts
Wages and increased local expenditures can facilitate additional local purchases, thereby
supporting local and regional economies. Tax revenues provide for a variety of public
services depending upon howthe revenues are allocated. Examples include education,
infrastructure and emergency services.

Mitigation

Adverse impacts are not expected. No mitigation is proposed.

4.3 Human Health and Safety

Construction and operation of a large electric power generating plant has the potential to
impact human health and safety. Potential impacts to worker and visitor safety are minimal.
Impacts from electrocution and fire are minimal. Neither Impacts from electric and magnetic
fields (EMF) nor impacts resulting in electronic interference are anticipated.

4.3.1 Worker and Visitor Safety

Much like any large construction project, there are risks associated with construction of a
large electric power generating plant. These include the potential for injury from falls and
equipment use.

The applicant is bound by federal and state Occupational Safety and Health Administration
requirements for worker safety, and follows internal site safety requirements.^21 jhe
applicant indicates that qualified workers will be trained inspecific tasks, including safety
procedures and equipment training, to reduce the likelihood of injury.122 jhg construction

^21 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
"2 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
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area "will be restricted to those that have direct activities in the area."^23 visitors will only be
allowed onsite with an escort and may be restricted from entering certain areas.^24 yyjth the
use of standard construction practices, potential impacts to worker and visitor safety are not
anticipated. No mitigation is proposed.

4.3.2 Fire and Electrocution

"The power generation equipment at the Black Dog plant and the equipment proposed for
the Unit 6 project combust natural gas at high pressure and temperature and convert this
heat energy to electrical power. As a result, there is a risk of fire or explosion and a risk of
electrocution. ^25

"Potential impacts due to safety risks at the plant are minimized by a number of controls at
the site including training, personal protective equipment, and signage. All plant employees
participate in on-going safety training. All employees, contractors, and visitors are required
to use appropriate personal protection equipment, for example, hard hats, safety glasses,
fall protection. Employees assigned to specific tasks are trained in the proper use of safety
equipment required for the task. The powerhouse is equipped with a security system and a
fire suppression system. The city of Burnsville provides any fire, police, or rescue services
needed at the plant.^20

"The proposed project will utilize step-up transformers and electrical switchgear to commute
the electrical power generated at site to the adjacent substation. The switchgear includes
circuit breakers and relays that de-energize electrical equipment should a structure or
conductor fall to the ground or should electrical equipment otherwise fail.^27

Potential Impacts

Potential impacts are minimized by the systems and controls in place at the generating
plant. Additionally, access is controlled and the generating plant is of a relative far distance
(three-tenths of one mile) from the closest residence. As a result, potential impacts to
human health and safety from fire and electrocution are anticipated to be minimal. No
mitigation is proposed.

4.3.3 Electric and Magnetic Fields

EMF are invisible forces that result from the presence of electricity. EMF occurs naturally
and is caused by weather or the geomagnetic field. EMF is also caused by all electrical
devices and is found wherever people use electricity.

^23 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
124 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
125 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
126 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
127 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
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EMF are characterized and distinguished by their frequency, that is, the rate at which the
field changes direction each second. Electrical lines in the United States have a frequency of
60 cycles per second or 60 hertz. EMF at this frequency level is known as extremely low
frequency EMF (ELF-EMF).

Voltage on a conductor creates an electric field that surrounds and extends from the wire.
Using a garden hose as an analogy, voltage is equivalent to the pressure of the water
moving through the hose. The strength of the electric field produced is associated with the
voltage of the transmission line and is measured in kilovolts per meter. The strength of an
electric field decreases rapidly as it travels from the conductor, and is easHy shielded or
weakened by most objects and materials, such as trees and buildings.

Current moving through a conductor creates a magnetic field that surrounds and extends
from the wire. Using the same analogy, current is equivalent to the amount of water moving
through the garden hose. The strength of a magnetic field produced is associated with the
current moving through the transmission line and is measured in milliGauss. Similar to
electric fields, the strength of a magnetic field decreases rapidly as the distance from the
source increases; however, unlike electric fields, magnetic fields are not easily shielded or
weakened by objects or materials.

The effects of EMFon human health have been studied for over 30 years. Of particular
concern is the link between EMF exposure and an increased incidence of cancer. "Currently,
researchers conclude that there is little evidence that exposure to ELF-EMFs from power
lines causes leukemia, brain tumors, or any other cancers in children."^® "Additionally, the
few studies that have been conducted on adults show no evidence of a link between EMF
exposure and adult cancers, such as leukemia, brain cancer, and breast cancer."^29

Potential Impacts

The proposed project will not result in the construction and operation of new transmission
lines. As a result, impacts related to EMF are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed.

4.3.4 Electronic Interference

The proposed project will not result in the construction and operation of new transmission
lines. As a result, impacts related to electronic interference are not anticipated. No
mitigation is proposed.

^28 National Cancer Institute (November 3, 2014) Magnetic Field Exposure and Cancer, Retrieved December
23, 2015, from: httD://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-Dreventlon/risk/radiation/magnetic-
fields-fact-sheet.

129 National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (September 18, 2014) Electric and Magnetic Fields,
Retrieved December 23, 2015, from: httD://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/toDics/agents/emf/index.cfm.
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4.4 Public Services

Large electric power generating plants have the potential to impact public services, such as
roads or airports. These impacts can be long-term ifthey change the area in a waythat
precludes or limits publicservices. No impacts to airport operations are anticipated. Impacts
to local utilities are minimal. During construction minimal impacts to roads and highways

_ may occur, negligible impacts to emergency services might occur. Once operational, impacts
to roads and highways and emergency services are not anticipated.

4.4.1 Airports

Airports have different safety zones, which are based on several characteristics, including
runway dimensions, the type of aircraft intended to use the runway, and the type of

n approach procedures used by the aircraft.The Minneapolis - St. Paul International
Airport (MSP) is approximately four miles northeast of the proposed site. This is the busiest
airport in Minnesota. Based on the height of the exhaust stack (925 feet above mean sea
level) structures and, more importantly, the distance from the airport, no impactsto airport
operations are anticipated.^^i No mitigation is proposed.

4.4.2 Emergency Services

Large electric power generating plants have the potential to impactaccess to emergency
services by interfering with electronic communication systems or delaying emergency
vehicles. The proposed project is not anticipated to impact emergency communication
systems. The existing generating plant is accessed by a private road. No other businesses or
residencesare serviced by this road. During project construction traffic delays may occur.
These delays are expected to be negligible if they occur.

Impacts to emergency services, ifthey occur, will happen during project construction. These
impactsare anticipated to be negligible. Impactsare not anticipated duringoperation of the
proposed project. No mitigation is proposed.

4.4.3 Roads and Highways

Two access roadsserve the generating plant. Primary access is from Black Dog Road. In July
of2014, the applicant took ownership of Black Dog Road from the West Black Dog Road
Bridge east to the generating plant as part of an agreement with the city of Burnsville.i32
The road had "proven to be a maintenance challenge for the City with itsfrequent flooding

130 See generally Minn. R. 8800.
131 SeeMetropolitan Airports Commission (July 26,2010) Minneapolis - St. Paul International Airport 2030

Long Term Comprehensive Plan Update, Retrieved March 25, 2016, from:
https://msDairDort.com/about-msD/airDort-imDrovements/ltcD final document.afipx, page 167.

132 Application, page 39.
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and inaccessibility."^33"jhe portion of Black Dog road east of the generating plant has been
removed and is being replaced with a private service road for the applicant."^34 /\ second
road exists south of the generating plan adjacent to the railway. This road is also a restricted
use road, and is only used by generating plant staff when Black Dog Road is impassible.^^s

Highways in the project area include I-35W, State Highway 13, and MN-77. The average
annual daily traffic (AADT) is depicted in Figure 12. "AADT is a theoretical estimate of the
total number of vehicles using a specific segment of roadway (in both directions) on any
given day of the year."^36

Potential Impacts

Impacts to highways and local roads during construction will be short-term and intermittent.
Overall impacts are expected to be minimal. Long-term impacts will not occur. Traffic delays
may occur along Black Dog Road. These delays would be associated with material delivery
and worker transportation.^37 jhese impacts will not impact local traffic because Black Dog
Road is a private road. Some material deliveries may require oversized load permits. The
turbine and other large components will be delivered by rail. The proposed project will not
impact a state trunk highway.

Mitigation

Impacts to roads and vehicular traffic can be mitigated through coordination with
appropriate state and local authorities. This includes obtaining all necessary load permits
and following all permit stipulations. MnDOT also request the applicant coordinate with their
agency to ensure highway construction activities are incorporated into oversized/overweight
route planning.

4.4.4 Utilities

Large electric power generating plants have the potential to damage or interfere with public
utilities. The presence of a generating plant could also preclude construction and operation
of new utility infrastructure.

"3 City of Burnsvilie (July 9, 2014).
^ Application, page 39,
1-35 Application, page 39.
136 Minnesota Geospatial Commons (n.d.) Annual Average Daily Traffic, Traffic Segments, Minnesota, 2013,

Retrieved April 19, 2016, from: httDs://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/trans-aadt-traffic-segments.
137 Application, 39.
138 Minnesota Department of Transportation (February 10, 2016).
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Figure 12 Annual Average DailyTraffic, 2014
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MN77

The proposed project is within the city of Burnsviile water and sewer service area. The
generating plant uses city sewer service, but does not use city water.The generating
plant instead utilizes an on-site well for domestic water uses. Domestic wastewater, that is,
sanitary sewage, flows "to a lift station that ties into the Metropolitan Council Environmental
Services main sewer line, and eventually flows to the Seneca Wastewater Treatment
Planf'^'^o Construction of the proposed project will not result in an increase to sanitary

139 Application, page 40.
1^0 Application, page 15.
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sewer flows beyond current levels.in addition, plant operations will result in the
discharge of wastewater through the wastewater system.

Impacts to water utilities are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed.

Electric Utilities

The proposed project will provideadditional electrical generation for the existing115 kV
transmission system in Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. Electrical power will be used in the
project area or elsewhere in the region. No impacts to electrical services are anticipated. No
mitigation is proposed.

Natural Gas Utilities

The proposed project will use natural gas as a fuel source. The proposed project will use a
dedicated natural gas source. No impacts to natural gas service in the project area will
occur. No mitigation is proposed.

•••if

4.5 Land-Based Economies

Large electric power generating plants have the potential to impact land-based economies
by precluding or limiting land use for other purposes.

Agricultural, forestry and mining operations do not occur on the site location; therefore,
direct or indirect impacts will not occur. The proposed project is located in an industrial area
and will not preclude public recreation. Impacts to recreation are anticipated to be minimal.
As a result, impacts to tourism-type activities are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed.

4.6 Archeological and Historic Resources

Archeological resources are locations where objects or other evidence of archaeological
interest exist, and can include aboriginal mounds and earthworks, ancient burial grounds,
prehistoric ruins, or historical remains.^"^2 Historic resources are sites, buildings, structures
or other antiquities of state or national significance.^^^ Large electric powergenerating
plants have the potential to impact these resources. Project construction can disrupt or
remove archeological resources. Construction near historic resources has the potential to
impair or decrease their value.

There is one archeological site and two historic properties within one-mile of the proposed
proJect.^^4Th0 archeological site—a mound burialsite—was "completelydestroyed by

Application, page 40.
142 See Minn. Stat. 138.31. subd. 14.

143 See Minn. Stat. 138.51.

144 Application, page 42.

Page I 50



Environmental Assessment

BlackDog Unit 6 Project eDockets No. E002/GS-15-834

development in the 19605."^^^ Historic properties include the Union Pacific Railroad and the
existing generating plant. The railway meets the eligibility requirements to be listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and is potentially eligible for designation. The existing
generating plant was evaluated for eligibility in 2015. It was determined ineligible.^"^®

Potential Impacts

Impacts to archaeological or historic resources are not anticipated.no mitigation is
proposed. Unit 6 will be constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Outdoor
construction activities and on-site material storage will be limited to a previously impacted
industrial area at the site location.

4.7 Natural Resources

Large electric power generating plants have the potential to impact the natural environment.
These impacts are dependent upon many factors, such as how the facility is designed and
constructed. Other factors, for example, the environmental setting, must be considered.
Impacts can and do vary significantly both within, and across, projects.

With mitigation, emissions are anticipated to be within all state and federal standards. The
proposed project is anticipated to facilitate an overall reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions statewide. Impacts to air quality are anticipated to be minimal. Impacts to
groundwater and rare and unique resources are also minimal. Soil, surface water,
vegetation, and wildlife impacts are negligible. Impacts to wetlands and wildlife habitat are
not anticipated.

4.7.1 Air Quality

Air emissions from the combustion of natural gas to produce electrical power have the
potential to impact human health and the environment. Health impacts can range from
minor to severe.jq avoid and minimize impacts to human health and the environment,
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS). '̂̂ ^ In Minnesota, the MPCA designs and implements a state
implementation plan to meet these standards.^^o

Application, page 42.
Application, page 42.
See State Historic Preservation Office (November 24, 2015) Comments, eDockets No. 20165-120972-01:

stating "there are no properties listed in the National or State Registers of Historic Places, and no known
or suspected archaeological properties in the area that will be affected by this project".

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (January 2015) Air Quality in Minnesota, Retrieved April 14, 2016,
from: httDs://www.Dca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/lraa-lsvl5.Ddf. page 5.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (December 2003) Facts About Federal Air Quality Regulations,
Retrieved April 14, 2016, from: httDs://www.Dca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/aa4-02.Ddf.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (n.d.(b)) Minnesota State Implementation Plan (SIP), Retrieved April
15, 2016, from: httDs://www.Dca.state.mn.us/air/minnesota-state-imDlementation-Dlan-siD.
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Asa part of this implementation strategy, the MPCA requires that certain major new
stationary sources of air emissions or modifications at existing sources of air emissions
obtain a prevention of significant deterioration (PSD) permit.^si a PSD permit may allow
certain air pollutants to increase in an area or "PSD increment," but "protects public health
and welfare;... insures that economic growth will occur in a manner consistent with the
preservation of existing clean air resources; and assure[s] that any decision to permit
increased air pollution ... is made only after careful evaluation of all the consequences of
such a decision and after adequate procedural opportunities for informed public
participation in the decision making process."^52

The PSD process requires "installation of the 'Best AvailableControl Technology'; an air
quality analysis; an additional impacts analysis; and public involvemenf^^a "jhg main
purpose of the air quality analysis is to demonstrate that new emissions emitted from a
proposed major stationary source or major modification, in conjunction with other applicable
emissions increases and decreases from existing sources, will not cause or contribute to a
violation of any applicable NAAQS or PSD increment."i54

In addition to meeting NAAQS and PSD standards, certain new facilities must also assess
through an air emissions risk analysis (AERA) the potential health risks associated with air
emissions from the facility.An AERA is not required for the proposed project because it
will not generate 250 tons or more per year of any single criteria pollutant and does not
result in a net increase of carbon dioxide equivalent (C02e) by more than 100,000 tons.^^®

Aportion of the city of Eagan bounded by Lone Oak Road (County Road 26) to the north.
County Road 63 to the east, Westcott Road to the south, and Lexington Avenue (County
Road 43)^57 to the west is classified as a nonattainment area for lead in ambient air bythe
EPA.158 The nonattainment area designation became effective on December 31, 2010.1^9

This designation applies to an area around Gopher Resources Corporation, a lead-
processing facility,160 and does not apply to the proposed project.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency(October 21, 2015) Prevention of Significant Deterioration Basic
Information, Retrieved April 15, 2016, from: httDs://www.epa.gov/nsr/Dreventlon-slgnlflcant-
d&terloratlon-baslc-lnformatlon.

152 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency(October 21, 2015).
153 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (October 21, 2015).
154 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (October 21, 2015).
155 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency(n.d.(c)) FAQs About AERA, Retrieved April 14, 2016, from:

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/alr/faas-about-aera#aeraDrocess: see a/so Minn. R.4410.4300, subp.
15.

156 Xcel Energy (October 2015), page 6-2.
157 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (n.d.(d)) State implementation Plan for Lead, Retrieved April 15,2016,

from: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/alr/state-lmplementatlon-plan-lead.
158 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency(March 25, 2016) Current Nonattainment Counties for Ail Criteria

Pollutants, Retrieved April 15, 2016, from: https://www3.epa.gov/alrQualltv/greenbook/ancl.html.
159 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (n.d.(d)).
160 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency(November 4, 2009) MPCA Recommends Lead Nonattainment
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Potential Impacts

The proposed project will be fueled entirely by natural gas. The combustion of natural gas
will emit combustion by-products that have the potential to impact air quality. With
mitigation, emissions are anticipated to be within all state and federal standards. The
proposed project is anticipated to facilitate an overall reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions statewide. As a result, potential impacts to air quality are expected to be minimal.

Minnesota Ambient AirQuality Standards and National Ambient AirQuality Standards
The applicant conducted an air dispersion modeling analysis to determine whether
"emissions from the proposed project would or would not cause or contribute to a violation
of the Minnesota Ambient Air Quality Standards [MAAQS] and National Ambient Air Quality
Standards..This was done by modeling whether or not emissions from the proposed
project alone would result in any predicted maximum ambient concentrations of criteria
pollutants (sulfur dioxide (SO2), carbon monoxide (CO), particulate matter less than 2.5
microns (PM2.5), particulate matter less than 10 microns (PMio), and Nitrogen Oxide (NOx))
above a significant ambient impact level.^^2 Modeled impacts did not exceed significant
impact levels. As a result, exceedance of MAAQS and NAAQS are not anticipated to occur
and no further modeling is required.^®^

Prevention of Significant Deterioration
The existing generating plant (Unit 5/2) currently meets the definition of "major emitting
facility." As a result, the proposed project would require PSD review if the emissions increase
from the proposed project is greater than the PSD major modification threshold.In
addition, "increases and decreases from recent contemporaneous projects can be taken
into account to determine if the proposed project is subject to PSD review" when pollutants
exceed PSD threshold limits from the proposed project alone.^®^ Recent contemporaneous
projects at the generating plant include the decommissioning of two dual-fuel boilers (coal-
fired with natural gas as back-up or topping fuel): Unit 3 and Unit 4.

The estimated potential of limited annual emissions for Unit 6 and the associated net
emissions increase or decrease for the generating plant as a whole is provided in Table 7.
Unit 6 will emit "limited potential emissions of PM2.5, NOx, CO, and 0020 that exceed the
PSD major modification threshold for each pollutant."The applicant then "incorporated
netting exercises which account for total facility creditable contemporaneous decreases
associated with the decommissioning of Unit 3 and Unit 4, and increases associated with

Designation for Area Around Eagan Facility, Retrieved April 15, 2016, from:
httDs://www.Dca.state.mn.us/news/mpca-recommends-lead-nonattainment-designation-area-around-

eagan-facilltv.

Application, page 24-25.
Application, page 25
Application, page 26.

1®^ Application, page 22.
1®® Application, page 22.
1®® Xcel Energy (October 2015) Air Emissions Permit Major Amendment Application: Black Dog Generating

Plant Unit 6 Combustion Turbine Project, page 1-1.

Page I 53



Environmental Assessment

Black Dog Unit 6 Project eDockets No. E002/GS-15-834

the addition of an auxiliary boiler.... Total significant net increases were found to be
negative; and, therefore, PSD does not apply to the proposed project."

Table 7 Estimated Potential Annual Air Emissions and PSD Thresholds

Pollutant

Limited

Potential

to Emit

Net

Emissions Increase

PSD Major
Modification

Threshold

(Tons per Year) (Tons per Year) (Tons per Year)

Particulate Matter (PM) 10.26 10.26 25

PM less than 10 Microns (PMio) 10.26 10.26 15

PM less than 2.5 Microns (PM2.5) 10.26 -44.9 10

Nitrogen Oxide (NO*) 103.5 -6,017 40

Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) 10.98 10.98 40

Carbon Monoxide (CO) 177.3 -18.49 100

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) 22.02 22.02 40

Lead 0.00158 0.00158 0.6

Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (C02e) 378,000 -1,200,000 75,000

Sulfuric acid Mist 0.00135 0.00135 7

Source: Application, page 23.

Global Climate Change
The accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is contributing to the warming of
the planet, which is leading to a variety of adverse human and environmental impacts.
While a variety of gases contribute to the greenhouse effect, the most prominent
greenhouse gas is carbon dioxide.^^s

In 2012, approximately 154 million C02e tons of greenhouse gases were emitted in
Minnesota.^70 The electric utility sector emitted approximately 31 percent of this total, or
about 48 million C02e tons.^^^ This represents a 17 percent decline in electric utility sector
emissions since 2005. This decline is attributed to utilities using less greenhouse gas

167 Xcel Energy (October 2015), page 1-1.
168 See Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (August 14, 2014) Minnesota and Climate Change: Our

Tomorrow Starts Today, Retrieved April 15, 2016, from:
httDs://www.eab.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/documents/E0B%20Climate%20Change%2QCommuni

cations.odf.

169 Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (August 14, 2014), page 6.
170 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (January 2015) Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction: Biennial report

to the Minnesota Legislature, Retrieved April 15, 2016, from:
httDs://www.Dca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/lraa-2svl5.Ddf. page 1.

171 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (January 2015), page 2.
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intensive fuels, such as natural gas, and relying more on renewable energy sources, such as
solar and wind generation.^'^2

The proposed project is a peaking facility arid, as a result, will have a capacity factor of no
greater than approximately 10 percent, that is, the facility will operate no more than 10
percent of the time. As such, actual greenhouse gas emissions are anticipated to be
378,000 0026 tons annually.

The proposed project will increase greenhouse gas emissions in Minnesota.when
considering the proposed project in isolation, these emissions will contribute to global
climate change. However, the proposed project will serve several roles in the electric utility
sector that will facilitate an overall reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

First, the proposed project will displace use of more greenhouse gas intensive fuel sources
such as coal. Secondly, the proposed project is designed to facilitate use of intermittent or
variable renewable generation sources. Renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind,
are non-dispatchable. This means that the amount of electricity entering the electrical grid
from the facility cannot be controlled short of turning units on or off, that is, disconnecting
units from the electrical grid. The proposed project has the capacity to begin generating
electricity in 10 minutes. This ability allows grid operators to dispatch, or use, electricity
generated by the proposed project to quickly offset losses in electrical power from
renewable sources, for example, when the wind stops blowing or the sun sets.

Considering the purposes of the proposed project coupled with overall trends in the electric
utility sector, it is anticipated the proposed project will facilitate the reduction of overall
greenhouse gas emissions in Minnesota.

Mitigation

Potential impacts to air quality from construction and operation of the proposed project are
expected to be minimal; therefore, no mitigation is proposed. Impacts to air quality can be
mitigated by technologies and processes that minimize emissions of certain pollutants.
Several emission control strategies will be employed by the applicant, including:

• Utilizing current combustion turbine technology.
• Limiting fuel combusted in the turbine to natural gas only.
• Combusted fuel will be of consistent SO2 composition.
• Equipping the turbine with dry low-NOx burners to limit NOxand CO formation.
• Permitted annual capacity factor of less than 33 percent.
• Demonstrating compliance of capacity factor by maintaining monthly records of total

annual rolling capacity factor.

172 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (January 2015), page 3.
173 Natural gas distribution piping will also be a fugitive source of greenhouse gas emissions. See Application,

page 21.
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4.7.2 Geology

Impacts to geologic resources are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed. Unit6 will be
constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Outdoor construction activities and on-
site material storage will be limited to a previously impacted industrial area at the site
location.

4.7.3 Groundwater

Large electric power generating plants have the potential to impact groundwater in multiple
ways. Construction related activities could impact groundwater directly. Alternatively,
removal or movement of soils can result in erosion and changes to water drainage patterns
that directly impact surface waters. These direct impacts to surface waters can indirectly
impact groundwater. During operation, groundwater can be used for a variety of purposes,
including equipment cooling. Excessive pumpingcan overdraw an aquifer leadingto drying
of wells, reduction of water in streams and lakes, deterioration of water quality, land
subsidence, and increased pumping costs.

DNR regulates groundwater use in Minnesota. With limited exception, a permit is required
for all users that withdraw "more than 10,000 gallons of water per day or 1 million gallons
per year."^75 7^3 vVater Appropriations Program "exists to balance competing management
objectives that include both development and protection of Minnesota's water
resources."i76 Permit holders are required to submit annual water usage reports.1^7
information provided in these reports is used for a variety of purposes, includingimpact
evaluation and water supply planning.

The applicant "currently operates under DNR Water Appropriations Permit No. 1961-0271,
which allows withdrawal of up to 50 million gallons per year of well water at a peak of 250
gallons per minute (gpm), with a daily average of 200 gpm to be maintained."i79 jotal
groundwater usage at the generating plant over the past five years averaged 38 million
gallons per year.

Groundwater from the Prairie du Chien/Jordan aquifer is withdrawn from a single on-site
well, and is used to supply domestic potable water and raw water to the reverse osmosis

U.S.Geological Service (February 23, 2016) Groundwater Depletion, Retrieved April 29, 2016, from:
httD://water.usgs.gov/edu/gwdeDletion.html.

175 Minnesota Departmentof Natural Resources (n.d.(b)) WaterUsePermits, Retrieved April 29, 2016, from:
httD://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/waterrrigmt section/aPDroDriations/oermits.html.

176 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(c)) WaterAppropriations Permit Program, Retrieved
April 29, 2016, from:

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt section/aooroDriations/index.html.
177 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(c)).
178 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(c)).
179 Application, page 27.
180 Application, page 27.
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(RO)and makeup demineralizer systems.^si jhe proposed project will use groundwater for
an initial, one-time filling of the fin fan closed loop cooling system, as well as for system
water make-up following necessary maintenance and repairs.Groundwater will also be
used to supply the evaporative air inlet cooler, as well as other intermittent miscellaneous
uses, for example, an off-line water wash system, fire suppression, and domestic uses.^^a

Potential Impacts

Impacts to groundwater during project construction are not anticipated. Unit 6 will be
constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Exterior structures (fin fan cooler
support foundations and on-site natural gas pipeline) will not reach groundwater. Direct
impacts to surface water are anticipated to be negligible (see Section 4.7.6). As a result,
indirect impacts to groundwater are not anticipated.

Groundwater will be used during operation. The applicant anticipates the proposed project
will operate without "water inputs over 80 percent of the time."i84 Groundwater
appropriations are regulated by DNR. No amendment to the current water appropriations
permit will be required to construct or operate the proposed project. Therefore, while
groundwater will be used during operation, potential impacts are anticipated to be minimal.

Evaporative Cooler
An evaporative cooler will be used to cool incoming air. The applicant anticipates it will
operate about 20 percent of the time the proposed project is in operation. The evaporative
cooler consumes approximately 28,820 gallons of water per day while increasing "power
output about 5 to 10 percent depending on the relative humidity during hot summer day
operation."^85 unit 6 will use a mixof 30 percent softened groundwater and 70 percent RO
water.186

As necessary, groundwater is back flushed through the softener to regenerate the softener
by removing minerals from the softener resin. Back flushed water accounts for
approximately 3 percent of water that passes through the softener.isz rq water passes
through the softener prior to the RO process. Approximately 25 percent of RO treated water
is lost as waste. 188 jhjs means that approximately 36,609 gallons of water is needed to
generate the 28,820 gallons of water used by Unit 6 per day at peak capacity.i89

Application, page 27.
Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).

183 Xcel Energy(April 27, 2016); Application, page 26.
184 Application, page 27.
185 Application, page 27.
186 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
187 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
188 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
189 Approximately 8,646 gallons of softened water and 20,174 gallons of RO water would be needed.

Accountingfor 25 percent waste in the RO treatment process means that 26,898 gallons would be
needed. Regeneration for softened and RO water equals approximately 1,065 gallons.
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Waste water from softener regeneration, ROtreatment, and evaporative cooler biowdown
becomes process water, which is combined with process water from Unit 5/2 and moved to
the process water pond.^^o From there, wastewater is monitored and discharged to Black
Dog Lake under the requirements of the existing NPDES permit^^i

Fin Fan Cooler

The fin fan cooler consists of a closed-loop system that uses ethylene glycol and water to
carry heat away from the turbine. Fans move air across air heat exchangers cooling the
solution. Groundwater will be used for a one-time fill of the system. This will require
approximately 10,000 to 20,000 gallons depending upon final specifications.^^2 Water will
pass through the RO treatment system prior to use meaning an additional 28 percent
(approximate) will be needed. Makeup water will be required following maintenance and
repairs.

Wastewater from softener regeneration and ROtreatment becomes process water, which is
combined with process water from Unit 5/2 and moved to the process water pond.^^A pi'Qpp
there, wastewater is monitored and discharged to Black Dog Lake under the requirements of
the existing NPDES permit.jhe cooling system will not result in thermal discharge to the
Minnesota River.

Off-line Wash System
An off-line wash system will clean the turbine. Cleaning removes contaminants that foul the
turbine and is necessary for proper operation and performance. More specifically, regular
cleaning restores any lost performance and reduces fuel consumption and operating
costs.Washing consists of injecting detergents into the compressor while the turbine is
off-line and slowly moving.^^7 7^3 turbine is then rinsed with clean water to remove all
detergent and impurities. The off-line water wash will use approximately 3,000 gallons per
wash, and will occur as necessary to maintain proper turbine operation and performance.^®®

Wastewater is collected in a temporary tank where it is tested for contaminants. If
contaminants are found, the water is shipped offsite for proper disposal. If contaminants are
not found, the water is discharged through the wastewater system.^®®

190 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
191 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
192 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
193 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
194 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
195 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
195 General Electric (2008) Axial Compressor On/Off-line Washing, Retrieved April 29, 2016, from:

httPi/Zsite.ge-

energv.com/businesses/ge oilandgas/en/literature/en/downloads/onoffline washing.odf.
197 General Electric (2008).
198 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
199 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
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Firewater Mist Skid

n Afire water mist skid will be installed to protect against fire. Afire water mist skid is similar
to a sprinkler system commonly used in buildings; however, the mist skid system uses ultra-
fine water droplets at high pressures. These water droplets evaporate very quickly, cooling
flames and surrounding gases, blocking radiant heat and locally displacing oxygen.200
Systems can be connected to a continuous water supply or a water supply tank. The
applicant indicates a water supply tank will be used.201 The tank is expected to be less than

^ 5,000 gallons.202 Groundwater use includes initial filling and any re-fill after discharge.203

Wastewater is collected and passed through an oil/water separator. Once oil is removed, the
-1 water is discharged through the wastewater system.204

Mitigation

Groundwater allocation is regulated by DNR. DNR requires annual reports that are used for
a variety of purposes, including impact evaluation and water supply planning. Impacts to

_ groundwater during project construction are not anticipated. Should impacts occur, they will
be minimal. Indirect impacts to groundwater can be mitigated by avoiding or minimizing
impacts to surface waters. Section 5.7.6 discusses surface waters. No additional mitigation
is proposed.

4.7.4 Rare and Unique Resources

Construction of a large electric power generating plant has the potential to impact rare and
unique natural resources. Examples of adverse impacts include the taking or displacement
of individual plants or animals, invasive species introduction, and habitat loss.

The Division of Ecological and Water Resources within DNR manages the Natural Heritage
Information System (NHIS). "The NHIS provides information on Minnesota's rare plants,
animals, native plant communities, and other rare features. The NHIS is continually updated
as new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on
Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other
natural features. Its purpose is to foster better understanding and conservation of these
features."205 in some areas surveys have not been conducted extensively or recently making

the NHIS database a source of information, but not the sole source for identifying these
resources.

200 Kaiser, Lee (n.d.) Water Mist Fire Protection for a 35 Megawatt Steam Turbine Generator, ORR Protection

Systems.
201 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
202 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
203 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
204 Xcel Energy (May 4, 2016).
205 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(d)) Natural Heritage Information System, Retrieved

January 21, 2016, from: httD://www.dnr.state.mn.us/nhnro/nhis.htmI.
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The Federal Endangered Species Act is intended to "protect and recover imperiled species
and the ecosystems upon which they depend."206 "Under the ESA, species may be listed as H
either endangered orthreatened. 'Endangered' means a species is in danger ofextinction i
throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 'Threatened' means a species is likely to
become endangered within the foreseeable future. All species of plants and animals, except •
pest insects, are eligible for listing as endangered or threatened.207 j

The applicant queried two databases to determine if rare or unique plant and animal
species occur within the project area. The Minnesota County Distribution of Federally-listed
Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, and Candidate Species lists three species in Dakota
County: the endangered Higgins eye pearlymussel (Lampsilis higginsii), the threatened
Prairie bush clover (Lespedeza leptostachya), and the threatened Northern long-eared bat
(Myotis septentrionalis).208 dnr provided results of a NHIS query within approximately one-
mile of the proposed project. The NHIS results include peregrine falcons (Faico peregrinus),
the Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), and several species of state-listed
mussels.

Potential Impacts

Impacts to rare and unique resources are anticipated to be minimal. Additional mitigation is
proposed.

Higgins Eye Peariymussei
"The Higgins eye was the first freshwater mussel to receive federal protection, which took
effect in 1972. Degradation of the Mississippi River in the form of navigation improvements
and pollution severely restricted the range of this species. Today, the lower St. Croix River
has one of the largest remaining Higgins eye populations throughout the species' range, it
has been extirpated from the Minnesota River, and is rare in the Mississippi River."209

The proposed project is along the Minnesota River, Higgins Eye Pearlymussels do not occur
at this location; therefore, impacts will not occur.

Prairie Brush Clover

"Lespedeza leptostachya is a Midwestern endemic, known to occur at scattered Ipcations in
Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. The majority of plants occur in and near the Des
Moines River valley of southwestern Minnesota and the nearby lakes region of northwestern
Iowa. The species was perhaps uncommon even before European settlement, but has

206 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (December 8, 2015) Endangered Species Act \ Overview, Retrieved
April 6, 2016, from http://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-Dolicies/.

207 United States Fish and WildlifeService (December 8, 2015).
208 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (April 2016) Minnesota County Distribution of Federaily-iisted

Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, and Candidate Species, Retrieved April 6, 2016, from:
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/lists/pdf/MinnesotaSopListApril2016.pdf.

209 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(e)) Species Profiie: Higgins Eye, Retrieved April 19,
2016, from:

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IMBIV21100.
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become extremely rare because of the widespread conversion of its native prairie habitat to
agricultural uses. The majority of surviving populations are in remnant prairies on steep
slopes or in other isolated prairie habitats where cultivation is not feasible."2io

Prairie Brush Clover populations in Minnesota "typically occur on north, northeast, or
northwest facing mesic to dry-mesic prairie slopes."2ii The proposed project is within an
industrial area. Soils have been previously disturbed. The Prairie Brush Clover does not
occur at the site location; therefore, impacts will not occur.

Northern Long-eared Bat
"The northern long-eared bat is a medium-sized bat with relatively long ears, each with a
long, sharply pointed tragus (fleshy projection in the ear). The northern long-eared bat is
frequently found hanging with or near groups of little brown bats (Myotis lucifugus). Human
disturbance in caves occupied by northern long-eared bats may disrupt hibernation during
the winter and unnecessarily stress the bats during their active season. Direct injury from
human visitors, and more recently, the emergence of white-nose syndrome—a fungal
disease that is decimating hibernating bat populations in the eastern United States—pose
potential threats. For these reasons, the northern long-eared bat remains listed as a special
concern species in Minnesota."212

There are no known occurrences of Northern long-eared bat roosts or hibernacula within
one-mile of the proposed project.213 No tree clearing will occur. As a result, impacts are not
anticipated to occur.

Peregrine Falcon
"The peregrine falcon is readily distinguished from most other raptors by its long, pointed
wings, narrow tail, and strong direct flight, all typical of falcons. The peregrine falcon is best
distinguished from other Minnesota falcons by its large size combined with extensive black
facial markings. Adults have dark blue to slate gray upperparts, white throats, and spotted or
barred underparts. Immature falcons have the same markings, but are brown or blue-brown.
In the past, peregrine falcons in Minnesota nested on cliff ledges along rivers or lakes.
Presently, they nest primarily on buildings and bridges in urban settings and use historic
eyries on cliffs along Lake Superior and the Mississippi River in southeastern Minnesota.
Because peregrine falcons specialize in direct aerial pursuit of avian prey, they prefer open,
non-forested areas for hunting."2i4 Peregrine falcons are protected by the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act.215

210 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(f)) Species Profile: Prairie Bush Clover, Retrieved April
19, 2016, from:

httD://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/Drofile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDFAB27090.
211 Minnesota Department of Natural Resouces (n.d.(f)).
212 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(g)) Species Profile:Northern Long-eared Bat, Retrieved

April 19, 2016, from:

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/Drofile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150.
213 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (October 19, 2015)
214 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(h)) Species Profile:Peregrine Falcon, Retrieved
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As part of the permitted remediation project, a peregrine falcon nesting box was removed
from the existing Unit 3/4 exhaust stack in preparation for demolition of the stack.^i^ n
Nesting box removal was coordinated with the DNR and USFWS-no permit was needed2i7_ |
and occurred prior to the 2016 nesting season.218 jhe nesting box was not relocated.219

Aperegrine falcon pair returned to the generating plant in 2016 and may be nesting on the
roofof the boiler building. Peregrine falcons have a strong attachment to nesting sites.220
"The birds do no nest building beyond a ritualized scraping of the nest ledge to.create a )
depression in the sand, gravel or other substrate of the nest site. Scrapes are about 9 j
inches in diameter and 2 inches deep."22i Peregrine falcons begin nesting in April or early
May.222 Eggs incubate for approximately one month.223 Hatchlings fledge in 42 days, and "|
remain in the nest several more weeks.224 Young peregrines are independent in |
approximately six weeks from hatching in mid-May (late-June/early-July).225

Should peregrines be nesting at the generating plant, chicks will be independent before a |
permit could be issued for the proposed project. As a result, the proposed project will not
impact nesting activities in 2016. Should the pair return in 2017, nesting may be impacted ;
as construction on the roof is not anticipated to begin until April 2017 due to the necessity { j
ofretaining heat in the powerhouse building. Potential impacts cannotbe determined at this '
time. Should peregrines return and nesting activities be impacted in 2017, these impacts ,
will not influence the overall peregrine falcon population. As a result, potential impacts are j.
anticipated to be minimal.

Nesting in an industrial area, these peregrines are habituated to anthropomorphic (human) |
influences. However, should peregrine falcons show signs of stress, for example, flying '
towards individuals or equipment or display other erratic flying behavior, the applicant
should contact the DNR Nongame Program RegionSpecialist.226 |

April 19, 2016, from:

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profjle.html?action=elementDetall&selectedElement=ABNKD06070.
215 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (February 11, 2016).
216 Application, page 53.
217 Application, page 53.
218 Xcel Energy (April 19, 2016).
219 Xcel Energy (April 28,2016).
220 University of Michigan (2016) Peregrine Falcon, Retrieved April 29, 2016, from:

http://www.biokids.umich.edu/critters/Falco oeregrinus/.
221 Cornell Lab of Ornithology(2015) All About Birds: Peregrine Falcon, Retrieved April 29.2016, from:

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Peregrine Falcon/lifehistorv.
222 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (July 15, 2013) Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Peregrine Falcons,

Retrieved April 29, 2016, from: https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/peregrine-falcon.html.
223 The Raptor Resource Project (n.d.) Falcon Facts, Retrieved April 29, 2016, from:

https://www.raptorresource.org/facts.htm.
224 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (n.d.(h)).
225 See Minnesota Department of Natural Resoruces (n.d.(h)); see also University of Michigan (2016).
226 Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (February 11, 2016).
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4.7.5 Soils

Soil impacts will occur; however, affected soils are previously disturbed. As a result, impacts
are negligible. No mitigation is proposed. Unit 6 will be constructed within an existing
powerhouse building. Outdoor construction activities and on-site material storage will be
limited to a previously impacted industrial area at the site location. Construction of the on-
site natural gas pipeline will require open trenching. Soils will be stockpiled, covered, and
returned after installation of the pipeline.227

Disturbed soils may cause indirect impacts to air, water, and wetland resources. These
impacts are associated with wind and water erosion. Should indirect impacts occur, they are
anticipated to be minimal given the disturbed area is small. Commission site permits require
that applicants implement measures to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation by
requiring the use of perimeter sediment controls, promptly covering exposed soils,
protecting storm drain inlets, protecting soil stockpiles, and controlling vehicle tracking.228

4.7.6 Surface Water

The proposed project will not use surface water during construction or operation,229 and will
not be constructed in surface waters. Indirect impacts to surface waters can result from
direct impacts to soils and vegetation through runoff.

Potential Impacts

Potential impacts to surface water, ifthey occur, would be short-term and occur during
project construction. Impacts would be of small size and not impact a unique resource. The
overall impact intensity level is anticipated to be negligible.

An established vegetative buffer of tall- and low-growing vegetation between the proposed
project and Black Dog Lakewould remain throughout project construction (Figure 13). This
would minimize the potential for soil runoff. On windy days dust might blowfrom the project
site to Black Dog Lake. Standard mitigation practices will reduce this potential.

Mitigation

Potential impacts to surface waters can be minimized by using best management practices
to protect top soil and reduce soil erosion. Commission permits require sediment control
measures.230 a large electric power generating plant and associated facilities cannot be
located within public waters.231

227 Xcel Energy (April 8, 2016).
228 Generic Site Permit Template, 4.2.6.
229 Xcel Energy (April 27, 2016).
230 Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.2.6.
231 Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.2.8.
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4.7.7 Vegetation

Impacts to vegetation will be negligible. No
mitigation is proposed. Unit 6 will be
constructed within an existing powerhouse
building. Outdoor construction activities and
on-site material storage will be limited to a
previously impacted industrial area at the
site location. Figure 13 illustrates the
vegetative cover at the site location. The
majority of the area is not vegetated or is
covered by minimally maintained turf grass.
Construction of the on-site natural gas
pipeline may require removal of turf grass.
No trees will be removed.

eDockets No. E002/GS-15-834

Figure 13 Existing Vegetation

Imagery Date: 08/15 Source: Google Earth,

The area depicted in Figure 13 will be restored as part of previously permitted remediation
activities. This is anticipated to occur after the proposed project is operational.

4.7.8 Wetlands

Impacts to wetlands are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed. Unit 6 will be
constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Outdoor construction activities and on-
site material storage will be limited to a previously impacted industrial area at the site
location. No construction activities will occur within any floodplain, wetland complex, or
waterbody surrounding the generating plant.232a large electric power generating plant and
associated facilities cannot be located within wetlands.233

Indirect impacts from soils, that is, soil erosion and run-off, are not anticipated to impact
wetlands. Commission site permits require that applicants implement measures to minimize
soil erosion and sedimentation, for example, perimeter sediment controls.234

4.7.9 Wildlife

Impacts to wildlife are anticipated to be negligible. No mitigation is proposed. Unit 6 will be
constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Outdoor construction activities and on-
site material storage will be limited to a previously impacted industrial area at the site
location. Individual animals may be disturbed or displaced during project construction.
Potential impacts are minimized by the urban/industrial location of the proposed project.

232 Application, page 48-49.
233 Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.2.8.
234 Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.2.6.
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Potential impacts to Peregrine falcons and other rare and unique wildlife species were
previously discussed in Section 4.7.4 Rare and Unique Resources.

4.7.10 Wildlife Habitat

Impacts to wildlife habitat are not anticipated. No mitigation is proposed. Unit 6 will be
constructed within an existing powerhouse building. Outdoor construction activities and on-
site material storage will be limited to a previously impacted industrial area at the site
location.

Indirect impacts from soils, that is, soil erosion and run-off, are not anticipated to impact
wildlife habitat. Commission site permits require that applicants implement measures to
minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, for example, perimeter sediment controls.235

4.8 Cumulative Potential Effects

Minnesota Rule 4410.0200, subpart 11a, defines "cumulative potential effects," in part, as
the "effect on the environment that results from the incremental effects of a project in
addition to other projects in the environmentally relevant area that might reasonably be
expected to affect the same environmental resources, including future projects... regardless
of what person undertakes the other projects or what jurisdictions have authority over the
project."

The "environmentally relevant area" includes locations where the potential effects of the
proposed project coincide with the potential effects of other projects to impact the elements
studied in Section 4.2 through Section 4.7. In this instance, the geographic area includes
the existing generating plant.

The RGU determines what projects are "reasonably likely to occur."236 when making this
determination, the RGU considers "whether any applications for permits have been filed with
any units of government or whether detailed plans and specifications have been prepared
for the project, among other considerations.237 a project need not be permitted to be
reasonably likely to occur.

Upon retirement of Unit 3 and Unit 4 in April of 2016, "numerous remediation activities at
the generating plant [began] and will continue concurrently during the construction and
operation of the proposed project."238 Remediation activities are aimed at eliminating a
"direct contact exposure pathway to legacy coal and legacy coal combustion residual
(CCR)"239 at the generating plant. These activities have been separately approved and

235 Generic Site Permit Template, Section 4.2.6.
236 Minn. R, 4410.02QQ. subp. 11a.
237 Minn. R. 4410.0200. subp. 11a.
238 Application, page 3.
239 Application, page 4.
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permitted through the Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup Program administered by the
MPCA.240

The following section analyses the cumulative potential effects of the proposed project and
the remediation project where potential where potential effects coincide.

Analysis Assumptions

The following assumptions regarding the remediation projects are used for completing this
cumulative potential effects analysis:

Remediation work includes decommissioning the existing coal yard and ash ponds, while
stabilizing stretches of the Minnesota River bank with riprap and a sheet pile wall and
accommodating the construction of a paved recreational trail and future service road.^^i
Other decommissioning activities include removal of the existing exhaust stacks for Units 1,
2, and 3/4. These exhaust stacks are 300 feet, 300 feet, and 600 feet tall, respectively.242
Activities will be ongoing through 2020.243 jhjs analysis assumes no new electrical
generation projects will occur at the generating plant within the operational life of the
proposed project.

Additionally, this analysis assumes the proposed project will be in operation for 35 years.
The project could be in operation beyond that time. Upon reaching the end of its operational
life, it is assumed the Unit 6 turbine and all associated facilities will be removed, but the
powerhouse building will remain in place.

Analysis Background

The ROI for cumulative potential effects varies across elements and is consistent with the
ROI identified in Section 4.0. The environmentally relevant area includes the proposed
project and remediation work, that is, the site location depicted in Figure 6. For example, the
ROI for aesthetic resources includes a variety of visual vantage points and is the area within
one-mile of the generating plant.

Cumulative potential effects—where they coincide—increase or decrease the breadth of the
impact to the elements studied in Sections 4.2 through 4.7. This may or may not change the
impact intensity level assigned to the element in Sections 4.2 through 4.7.

Sections 4.8.1 through 4.8.6 provide graphics illustrating the potential for cumulative
potential effects across the elements studied in Section 4.2 through 4.7. Where cumulative

240 Application, pages 3, 5.
241 Application, pages 4-5.
242 Application, page 38,
243 Application, page 6; For further information regarding the remediation activities see genera//y Application,

pages 3-6.
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effects are anticipated, a written description is provided. Where cumulative potential effects
are not anticipated, no further analysis is provided.

The following graphics are used to illustrate cumulative potential effects:

Cumulative potential effects are anticipated.

^ Cumulative potential effects are NOT anticipated.

V Cumulative potential effects are uncertain.

For the purposes of this EA, actions that have occurred in the past and their associated
impacts are considered part of the existing environment and are included in the affected
environment described in Section 4 and the analysis conducted in Sections 4.2 through 4.7.

4.8.1 Human Settlement

This section illustrates and describes cumulative potential effects to the human settlement
resources discussed in Section 4.2.

Table 8 Cumulative Potential Effects: Human Settlement

Element/ Region of Potential for Cumulative Effects

Resource Influence Short-term Long-term Permanent

Aesthetics One Mile * * *
Cultural Values Project Area ♦ ♦ ♦
Displacement ROW ♦ ♦ ♦
Land Use ROW ♦ ♦
Noise 1,600 Feet * ♦ ♦
Property Values 1,600 Feet ♦ ♦ ♦
Recreation One Mile # * ♦
Socioeconomics Project Area ♦ ♦

Aesthetics

The ROI for aesthetics resources is one mile. Short-term temporary impacts include
increased construction activities and the presence of related equipment. Long-term impacts
include removal of exhaust stacks and decommissioning of the coal yard and ash ponds.
Short-term cumulative potential effects are anticipated to be minimal. Long-term cumulative
potential effects will be positive.
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Noise

The ROI for noise impacts is 1,600 feet. Construction of the proposed project and
remediation work will in additive noise impacts. Cumulative potential effects are anticipated
to be minimal.

Recreation

The ROI for recreation is one-mile. Construction of the proposed project and remediation
work will generate noise along the "Black Dog Greenway" portion of the Minnesota River
Greenway Project (anticipated to be constructed in fall 2016). Long-term impacts include
positive aesthetic impacts from removal of exhaust stacks and decommissioning of the coal
yard and ash ponds. Short-term cumulative potential effects are anticipated to be minimal.
Long-term impacts are anticipated to be positive.

4.8.2 Public Health and Safety

This section illustrates cumulative potential effects to human health and safety discussed in
Section 4.3.

Table 9 Cumulative Environmental Effects: Public Health and Safety

Element/ Resource
Region of Potential for Cumulative Effects

Influence Short-term Long-term Permanent

Electric and Magnetic Fields Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦
Electronic Interference Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦
Public and Worker Safety Site Location * ♦ ♦
Fire and Electrocution Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦

Public and Worker Safely
The ROI for public and worker safety is the Site Location. Construction of the proposed
project and remediation work will increase the potential for an accident to occur. Cumulative
potential impacts are anticipated to be minimal.

4.8.3 Public Services

This section illustrates and describes cumulative potential effects to the public services
discussed in Section 4.4.

Emergency Services
The ROI for emergency services Is the project area. Construction of the proposed project and
remediation work may increase delays to emergency vehicles. Long-term impacts are not
anticipated. Cumulative potential effects are anticipated to be minimal.
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Table 10 Cumulative Potential Effects: Public Services

Element / Resource
Region of Potential for Cumulative Effects

Influence Short-term Long-term Permanent

Airports Project Area ♦ ♦ ♦
Emergency Services Project Area * ♦ ♦
Roads and Highways Project Area * ♦ ♦
Utilities Project Area ♦ ♦ ♦

Roads and Highways
The ROI for roads and highways is the project area. Construction of the proposed project and
remediation work will increase traffic volume, and may cause traffic delays along Black Dog
Road. Black Dog Road is not a public road, and, as a result, impacts to public transportation
are anticipated to be minimal. Long-term impacts are not anticipated. Cumulative potential
effects are anticipated to be minimal.

4.8.4 Land-Based Economies

This section illustrates and describes cumulative potential effects to the land-based
economies discussed in Section 4.5.

Table 11 Cumulative Potential Effects: Land-Based Economies

Element/ Region of Potential for Cumulative Effects

Resource Influence Short-term Permanent

Agriculture Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦
Forestry Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦
Mining Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦
Tourism Project Area ♦ ♦ ♦

4.8.5 Archeologlcal and Historic Resources

This section illustrates and describes cumulative potential effects to the archeologlcal and
historical resources discussed in Section 4.6.

The ROI for archeologlcal and historic resources is one-mile. Cumulative potential effects to
archeologlcal and historic resources are not anticipated.
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Table 12 Cumulative Potential Effects:Archeological and Historic Resources

Element / Resource
Region of Potential for Cumulative Effects

Influence Short-term

Archeological Features One-mile ♦ ♦ ♦
Historic Features One-mile ♦ ♦ ♦

4.8.6 Natural Resources

This section illustrates and describes cumulative potential effects to the natural resources
discussed in Section 4.7.

Table 13 Cumulative Potential Effects: Natural Resources

Element / Resource
Region of Potential for Cumulative Effects

Influence Short-term Long-term

Air Quality Project Area * ♦ ♦
Geology Site Location ♦ ♦
Groundwater Site Location ♦ ♦
Rare and Unique Resources One-mile * *
Soils Site Location * ♦ ♦
Surface Water Site Location ♦
Vegetation Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦
Wetlands Site Location ♦ ♦ ♦
Wildlife Site Location ♦ * *
Wildlife Habitat Site Location * *

Air Quality
The ROI for air resources is the project area. Construction of the proposed project and the
remediation work will increase fugitive dust and emissions. Long-term impacts are not
anticipated. Short-term cumulative potential effects are anticipated to be minimal.

Rare and Unique Resources
The ROI for rare and unique resources is one mile. Construction of the proposed project and
remediation work may displace peregrine falcons, a rare wildlife resource. Removal of
exhaust stacks will remove potential nesting locations. Currently, peregrine falcons are
nesting on the roof of the powerhouse building—not the exhaust stacks. Cumulative
potential effects are anticipated to be minimal.
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Soils

^ The ROI for soils is the Site Location. Construction of the proposed project and remediation
work will increase the likelihood for soil erosion. Long-term impacts are anticipated to be
positive. Negative cumulative potential effects are not anticipated.

Surface Water

The ROI for surface water is the Site Location. Construction of the proposed project and
remediation activities may increase the potential for sedimentation. Long-term impacts are
expected to reduce the potential for soils—especially legacy coal combustion residue—from
reaching the Minnesota River or Black Dog Lake. Cumulative potential effects are
anticipated to be positive.

Wildlife

The ROI for wildlife is the Site Location. Construction of the proposed project and
remediation work, while not designed to do so, may increase potential wildlife habitat for
birds and other small mammals indirectly benefiting wildlife. Cumulative potential effects
are anticipated to be positive and minimal.

Wildlife Habitat

The ROI for wildlife habitat is the Site Location. Construction of the proposed project and
remediation work, while not designed to do so, may increase potential wildlife habitat for
birds and other small mammals. Cumulative potential effects are anticipated to be positive
and minimal.
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5 Siting Factors
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The analysis inSection 5 applies the information and data available in the site permit
application and the EA to the factors the Commission must consider when makinga site
permit decision.

The Minnesota Legislature directed the Commission to select sites for large electric power
generating plants that minimize adverse human and environmental impacts while insuring
continuing electric power system reliability and integrity.244 jhe site must be compatible with
environmental preservation and the efficient use of resources while also insuringelectric
energy needs are met and fulfilled in an orderly and timely fashion.245

Minnesota Statute 216E.03, subdivision 7(b) identifies 12 considerations that the
Commission must take into account when designating a site for a large electric power
generating plant. These considerations are further clarified and expanded by Minnesota
Rule 7850.4100, which identifies 14 factors the Commission must consider when making a
permit decision. These factors are outlined in Section 2.5 of this document.

Analysis Background

The following discussion groups the 14 siting factors into categories. These categories are
based upon potential impacts to resources or the legislative intent for efficient design and
use of resources.

Factor M (unavoidable impacts) and Factor N (irreversible and irretrievable resource
commitments) are discussed in Section 5.4 and Section 5.5, respectively.

Three factors are not relevant to the proposed project. Factor H (use of existing rights-of-
way) and Factor J (use of existinginfrastructure rights-of-way) applysolely to high voltage
transmission lines. Factor L(design or route dependent costs) does not apply as the design
of the proposed project is the only design under consideration.

5.1 Siting Factors with Minimal Potential Impacts

The following siting factors are anticipated to be minimal with the application of the general
conditions outlined in the Commission Generic Site Permit Template.

Factor A: Effects on human settlement, including, but not limited to, displacement, noise,
aesthetics, cultural values, recreation, and public services

Factor B: Effects on public health and safety

Factor C: Effectson land-based economies, including, but not limited to, agriculture, forestry,
tourism, and mining

244 Minn. Stat. 216E.02. subd. 1.

245 Minn. Stat. 216E.02. subd. 1.
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Factor D: Effects on archaeological and historic resources

Factor E: Effects on the natural environment, including effects on air and water quality
resources and flora and fauna

Factor F: Effects on rare and unique natural resources (additional mitigation is proposed;
agency notification should peregrine falcons show signs of stress)

5.2 Siting Factors with Moderate Potential Impacts

There are no siting factors for which impacts are anticipated to be moderate with the
application of the general conditions found in the Commission's generic site permit template
(Appendix B). Impacts are avoided or minimized by the location of the project and by permits
other than the site permit, for example, the MPCA air permit.

5.3 Siting Factors that are Well Met

Several siting factors indicate the legislative intent for the efficient design and efficient use
of resources, particular limited resources. The following factors are well met:

Factor G: Application of design options that maximize energy efficiencies, mitigate
adverse environmental effects, and could accommodate expansion of transmission
or generating capacity

Factor I: Use of existing large electric power generating plant sites

Factor K: Electrical system reliability

5.4 Unavoidable Impacts

Large electric power generating plants are large infrastructure projects that have the
potential to cause adverse impacts. These impacts can affect both human and natural
environment. As outlined in the EA, the potential impacts associated with the proposed
project are anticipated to be negligible to minimal; however, some of these impacts cannot
be avoided.

The proposed project will burn natural gas to generate electricity. As a result, air emissions
are unavoidable. Although cumulative aesthetic impacts are anticipated to be positive, the
exhaust stack and vapor plume are unavoidable. Groundwater use is unavoidable, as is
turbine, transformer and fin fan cooler noise. Construction related impacts such as noise
and increased traffic are unavoidable.
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Resource commitments are Irreversible when it is impossible or very difficult to redirect that
resource to a different future use. Although within an existing facility, the land required to
construct the proposed project is nonetheless an irreversible impact. While it is possible the
generating plant could one day be removed and the land restored, this would require
substantial resources and development of electrical generating capacity elsewhere. As a
result, this is unlikely to happen in the reasonably foreseeable future.

An irretrievable commitment of resources means the resource is not recoverable for later
use by future generations. Construction related commitments include steel, concrete, and
hydrocarbons, although it is possible that the steel and concrete could be recycled in the
future. The natural gas and groundwater used during project operation are irretrievable
resource commitments. The commitment of labor and fiscal resources—during construction
and operation—is also considered irretrievable.
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.Commerce
In the Matter of the Application of Environmental Assessment
Xcei Energyfor a Site Permit for Scoping Decision
the Biack Dog Unit 6 Project
in Dakota County, Minnesota eDockets No. E002/GS-15-834

K

The above matter has come before the Deputy Commissioner of the Department of
Commerce (Commerce) for a decision on the scope of the environmental assessment (EA) to
be prepared for the Black Dog Unit 6 Project (project) proposed by Xcel Energy (applicant) In
Dakota County, Minnesota.

Project Purpose

The proposed project was selected by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) as part of a competitive resource acquisition process to provide additional
electrical power sources to meet the projected needs of the applicant's customers
(E002/CN-12-1240).^ The proposed project will ensure reliable 115 kilovolt(kV) power
supply to the Twin Cities metropolitan area by utilizing existing transmission infrastructure
that serves distribution substations across the area.

Project Description

The applicant proposes to construct a 215 MW natural gas-fired combustion turbine unit
(Unit 6) at its existing Black Dog Generating Plant in the city of Burnsville in Dakota County,
Minnesota (Figure 1). The proposed combustion turbine will be a simple-cycle unit with dry
low-nitrogen oxide burners for emissions control. Use of good combustion practices will also
control emissions. No add-on emission controls are anticipated.

The proposed project is a "peaking" facility, meaning it is only expected to operate between
4 and 10 percent of the time. It will be built in an existing powerhouse building. Construction
is expected to begin in June 2016. Once constructed, the service life is expected to exceed
35 years.

Minor modifications to an existing 115 kVswitchyard will be required to connect.Unit 6 to
the electric transmission system. No upgrades to the switchyard or transmission system will
be required. The proposed project will use natural gas as a fuel source. Any needed
improvements to natural gas infrastructure, for example, pipelines, and associated
approvals will be the responsibility of the gas supplier and are not a part of this proceeding.
It Is anticipated that this additional infrastructure will be permitted by the supplier In
accordance with the requirements of Minnesota Statutes Section 216G.02 and Minnesota
Rules Chapter 7852.

i Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, Order Approv'mgPower Purchase Agreement with Calplne,
Approving Power Purchase Agreement with Geronimo, and Approving Price Terms withXcei, February5,
2015, eDockets No. 20152-107070-01 (Hereinafter E002/CN-12-1240 Order).
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Initial startup is planned for early 2018, with commercial operation beginning in March

q 2018. The proposed project is anticipated to cost $100 million.

Regulatory Background

in Minnesota, no person may construct a large electric power generating plant (LEPGP)
without a site permit from the Commission.^ A LEPGP is defined as "electric power

- generating equipment and associated facilities designed for or capable of operation at a
capacity of 50,000 kilowatts [50 MW] or more."^ The proposed project will have an electric
generating capacity of 215 MW.-^ As a result, the proposed project requires a site permit

q from the Commission. Because this project will befueled solely by natural gas^ itqualifies
under the Commission's alternative permitting process.^

r-i In addition, an applicant cannot construct a large energy facility in Minnesota without first
receiving a Certificate of Need (CN) issued by the Commission,^ unless it was selected as
part of a competitive resource acquisition process.^ As a result, a CN is not required.^

On October 15,2015, the applicant filed a site permit application for the project pursuant to
the alternative review process outlined in Minnesota Statute 216E.04 and Minnesota rules
7850.2800-3900.^0 The Commission considered the completeness of the application at its
December 3, 2015, agenda meeting. On December 15, 2015, the Commission issued an
order accepting the application as complete and authorizing use of the alternative review
process.^^

Environmental Review

Applications for a site permit are subject to environmental review, which is conducted by
^ Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff. The alternative

permitting process requires preparation of an EA.^ An EA is a written document that
contains an overview of the resources and potential human and environmental impacts and

J mitigation measures associated with the proposed project.^3 jhjs js theonly state
environmental review document required for the project.^^

2 Minnesota Statutes 216E.03. subdivision 1., Minnesota Rules 7850.1300. subpart 1.
3 Minn. Stat. 216E.01. subd. 5.

^ Xcel Energy,Application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for a Site Permit for the Black Dog
Unit 6 Project, October 15,2015, eDockets No. 201510-114858-01 (Hereinafter "Application").

5 Application.
6 Minn. Stat. 216E.04. subd. 2(2).
7 Minn. Stat. 2168.243. subd. 2.

8 E002/CN-12-1240 Order.
3 Minn.Stat. 216B.2422. subd. 5(b).
^0 Application.
" Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (December10,2015) OrderFindingApplication Complete,

Requesting Summary Report, and Granting Variance, eDockets No. 201512-116357-01 (Hereinafter
"PUGOrder").

^2 Minnesota Statute 216E.04. subd. 5; Minnesota Rule 7850.3700. subp. 1.
13 Minn. Stat. 216E.04. subd. 5.. Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 4.
14 Minn. Stat. 216E.04. subd. 5.
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Scoping

Thefirst step in the preparation of an EA is scoping.The scoping process has two primary
purposes: (1) to ensure that the public has a chance to participate in determining what
issues are studied in the EA, and (2) to help focus the EA on the potential impacts, issues
and possible mitlgative measures important to a reasoned site permit decision.

EERA conducts public information and scoping meetings in conjunction with a public
comment period to allow the public the opportunity to participate in the development of the
scope (or content) of the EA.^^ jhe commissioner of Commerce or his designee determines
the scope of the EA.^® Minnesota Rule 7850.3700, subpart 3, requires Commerce to
determine the scope of the EA within 10 days after the close of the public comment period.
The Commission extended this timeframe.^^

Scoping Process Summary

Inaccordance with Minnesota Rule 7850.3700, subpart 2, EERA staff initiated the scoping
process for preparation of the EA. On January 6,2016, Commission staff Sent notice of the
place, date and time of the public information and scoping meeting to those persons on the
project contact list and agency technical representative list, as well as local government
units.^8 Notice was published in a local newspaper^^ and provided on both the Commission

and EERAwebpages.

Public Scoping Meeting
Commission and EERA staff held the public information and scoping meeting, as noticed, on
January 28,2016, at Burnsviiie CityHali in Burnsville, Minnesota. The purpose of this
meeting was to provide information to interested persons about the proposed project and
permitting process, to answer questions about the proposed project and permitting process,
and to allow the public an opportunity to suggest potential impacts, issues and mitlgative
measures to be considered in the EA. (The proposed project was selected as part of a
competitive resource acquisition process; therefore, alternative site locations are precluded
from this proceeding.)

One member of the public and one city of Burnsville staff member attended the public
meeting. These individuals were provided with handouts, and afforded the opportunity to
ask questions and provide comment. Acourt reporter was present at the meeting to
document oral statements. Neither individual provided comments for the record.

is Minn. R. 7850.3700. subp. 1.
16 Minn. R. 7850.3700. subo. 3.

17 PUC Order.

18 Minnesota Pubiic Utiiities Commission (January 6,2016) Notice of Public Information and Environmental
AssessmentScoplng MeetIng, eDockets Nos. 20161-117009-01 and 20161-117009-02.

18 Xcei Energy (February 17,2016) Affidavit of Publication, eDockets No.20162-118389-01.
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Public Comments
A public comment period, ending February 11,2016, provided the opportunity to submit
written comments to EERA on the scope of the EA. The purpose of this comment period was
to allow for interested persons to suggest impacts and mitigative measures that should be
considered in the EA. Written comments were received from the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT).
DNR discussed issues regarding an active peregrine falcon (Faico peregrinus) nest box
mounted on an existing smokestack. MnDOT indicated that the applicant would need to
coordinate shipment of oversized loads on interregional corridors (i35W/i35E) with the
agency. MnDOT also requested that any construction work or materials delivery with
potential to affect its right-of-way be coordinated with the agency.

Scoping comments are compiled and available to viewor download on the EERA webpage.^o

•k it ic -fc -k

20 Minnesota Department ofCommerce, Public Comments Received on the Scopeofthe EA, Retrieved
date, from:.
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Having reviewed the matter, consulted with Commerce EERA staff, and in accordance with
Minnesota Rule 7850.3700,1 hereby make the following scoping decision:

MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED

The issues outlined below will be analyzed in the EA for the proposed project. The EA will
describe the proposed project and the human and environmental resources of the project
area. It will provide information on the potential impacts of the proposed project as they
relate to the topics outlined in this scoping decision, including possible mitigation measures.
It will identily impacts that cannot be avoided, irretrievable commitments of resources, and
permits from other government entities that may be required.

The EA regarding the proposed project willaddress and provide information on the following
matters:

I. Project Description
• Purpose
• Description
• Location

• Sources of Information

il. Regulatory Framework
• Certificate of Need

• Site Permit

• Scoping Process
• Public Hearing
• Issues outside the EA

ill. Proposed Project
• Proposed Facility Location
• Site Requirements
• Project Design
• Project Construction
• Project Operation and Maintenance
• Project Cost

IV. Affected Environment, Potential impacts, and Mitigative Measures
The EAwill include a discussion of the following human and environmental resources
potentially impacted bythe proposed project. Potential impacts, both positive and negative,
of the proposed project will be described. Based on the impacts identified,the EA will
describe mitigation measures that could reasonably be implemented to reduce or eliminate
identified impacts. The EA will describe any unavoidable impacts resulting from
implementation of the proposed project.

Data and analyses in the EA will be commensurate with the importance of potential impacts
and the relevance of the information to a reasoned choice among alternatives and to the
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consideration of the need for mitigation measures 22 EERA staff will consider the
relationship between the cost of data and analyses and the relevance and importance of the
information in determining the level of detail to provide in the EA. Less important material
may be summarized, consolidated or simply referenced.

If relevant information cannot be obtained within timelines prescribed bystatute and rule,
the costs of obtaining such information is excessive, or the means to obtain it is not known,
EERA staff will include in the EA a statement that such information is incomplete or
unavailable and the relevance of the information in evaluating potential impacts or
alternatives.23

The outline below is not intended to serve as a table of contents for the EA document itself,
and, as such, the organization, that is, the structure of the document, may not be similar to
that appearing here.

Human Settlement

• Aesthetics

• Cultural Values

• Displacement
• Land Use and Zoning
• Noise

• Public Health and Safety (including electromagnetic fields)
• PublicServices and infrastructure (includingtransportation and traffic)
• Recreation

• Socioeconomics (including property values)

Land Based Economies

• Agriculture
• Forestry
• Mining
• Tourism

Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Natural Environment

• Air

• Geology, Soils and Groundwater
• Rare and Unique Resources
• Surface Water

• Vegetation
• Wetlands

• Wildlife (including the peregrine falcon referenced duringscoping)
• Wildlife Habitat

Unavoidable Impacts

22 Minn. R. 4410.2300.

23 Minn. R. 4410.2500.
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Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

V. Aiternative Sites to be evaluated in the Environmental Assessment
The EA will evaluate the site proposed by the applicant in their site permit application. No
other sites wiii be will be evaluated in the EA.

VI. Identification of Permits

The EA will include a list of permits or approvals from.governments or other entities that may
be required for the proposed project.

ISSUES OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The EAwill not consider the following:

• Any alternative not identified in this scoping decision, inciudiiiga no-buiid alternative.
• Issues related to project need, size, type or timing.
• Issues related to necessary improvements to natural gas pipeline(s).

SCHEDULE

The EA is anticipated to be completed and available in May 2016. Upon completion of the
EA, it will be noticed and made available for review. A public hearing will be held in the
project area after the EA has been issued and notice served. Comments on the EA may be
submitted into the hearing record.

Signed this 3^^"* day of 2016

fSTATE OF MINNESOTA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

William Grant, Deputy Commissioner
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Figure 1 Project Location
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STATE OF MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

SITE PERMIT FOR A
//

LARGE ELECTRIC POWER GENERATING PLANT AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES

IN

\C(^^

ISSUED TO

Chapter 7850 this site permit is hereby issued to:

X V
uct"" " *

APUC DOCKET NO. pocket Number] -- Ax
--/h-'-ks X'"'

In accordance with the requirements ofMinnesota Statutes Chapter ^I^B'and Minnesota Rules
;\

/k\4, \

\

\ ^

The Permittee is authorized by this site permit^ c6ns|rurt and .operate [Provide a description of
theproject authorized by the Minnesota Piiblic Utilities Gommission].

f'X' ^The large electric power generatingj^nt and assdmted facilities shall be built within the site
identified in this permit and as pomyed in the offiSal site map(s) and in compliance with the
conditions specified in this permit.

Approved and adopted this day of \Month, Year]

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

Daniel P. Wolf,

Executive Secretary

This document canbe made available inalternative formats (e.g., large printor audio) by calling 651-296-0406
(voice). Persons with hearing lossor speech disabilities maycallusthrough theirpreferred Telecommunications
Relay Service.

\ p
W
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{Project Name and PUC Docket A'o.]

1.0 SITE PERMIT

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby issues this site pemiit to /

{Permittee Name] (Permittee) pursuant toMinnesota Statutes Chapter 216E and Minnesota Ruje^-.
Chapter 7850. This permit authorizes the {Permittee Name] to constructand operate{Providea^ \
description of the projectas authorized bytheMinnesptg Ptiblw Commission], and}as
identified in the attached site permit map(s), hereby incorporated into this document. k

\:

1.1 Pre-emption
r

/

Pursuant toMinn. Stat. §216E.10, this site permit shall be the sole appnayal required fqr^the
construction ofthe large electric power generating plant (LEPGP) and associkted facjHties and
this permit shall supersede and preempt all zoning, building, or land use rules, regulations, or
ordinances promulgated by regional, county, local and special ,pinposeJg6vernment.

2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Project Location

The project is located in the follc^win^
I

f _
{Providea description oftheproject as authorized by the Minnesota Piiblic Utilities
Commission] ^ ^

Vx./
y\ \

\

County Townsl^ip Name jTownship Range Section

Associated Faciliti§s-^T~
x:"

2.2

Ij^^IGJS;^%ED^slTE3.0

\\
Thejsite^esignatedjby the Commission in this permit is thesitedescribed below and shown on

^the sile^permit~mkps attached to this permit (Attachment [A]).

\ [^5 applicable, provide a detailed description ofthe authorized site.]
•X -

4 \\

\>The¥nticipated project layout is shown on the site permit map(s). The anticipated layout

X

Represents the approximate location of the LEPGP and associated facilities and seeks to
minimize the overall potential human and environmental impacts of the project, which were
evaluated in the permitting process. Any modifications to the facility depicted in the anticipated
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layout shall be done in such a manner as to havecomparable overall human and environmental
impacts and shall be specifically identified in thesiteplanpursuant to Section 8.3.

4.0 GENERAL CONDITIONS zf V
/-'K c

The Permittee shall comply with thefollowing conditions during construction and operatioii^of V
the energy generating system and associated facilities over the life of this permit. \ X

4.1 Notification

Within 14 days of issuance of this permit, the Permittee shall send acopy^f the permitWany
regional development commission, county, city, and township in which.any^part of tl^e site is
located. '\h

-v
The Permittee shall provide all affected landowners with acop5®|this fiermit and, as aseparate

IXX winformation piece, the complaint procedures at the tim^gfthe first coritact^ith the affected

V'

landowners after issuance ofthis permit. The Permittee shalPeoi^ct landowners prior to entering
the property or conducting maintenance within th^^e,>^unless^therwise negotiated with the
affected landowner.

4.2 Construction and Operation Practices

The Permittee shall follow thos^^^^^fic construction practices, operation practices, and material
specifications described in [Permittee Name and Title ofApplication] to the Commission for a
site permit for the [Pro/ecfA^wgl^^dated [Date], and the record ofthe proceedings unless this
permit establishes a dif^rentf^g^uirdmenr inwhich case this permit shall prevail.

4.2.1

TJie P^n^tfee shaljfdesignate a field representative responsible for overseeing
cbn^liah^^s^nhe conditions of this permit during construction ofthe project. This

accessible by telephone or other means during normal business hours
yiHroughout site preparation, construction, cleanup, and restoration.
X
JheTermittee shall file with the Commission the name, address, email, phone number,

X^.^yalid emergency phone number ofthe field representative 14 days prior to commencing
construction. The Permittee shall provide the field representative'scontact information to

Nfts )/ affected landowners, residents, local government units and other interested persons. The
Permittee maychange the site manager at any time uponnotice to the Commission,
affected landowners, residents, local government units andother interested persons.
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X

4.2.2 Employee Training and Education of PermitTermsand Conditions

The Permittee shall inform allemployees, contractors, and other persons involved in th^':( \
construction and ongoing operation ofthe facility ofthe terms and conditions ofthis^.-^^X. \
permit. \V^

M y\ \ \ ^
V;

4.2.3 Temporary Work Space

Temporary work spaceand equipment stagingareas shall be selected to limit tjte'renipval
and impacts to vegetation. Temporary work space shall not be sited^n wetlands^oi;native
prairie as defined in sections 4.2.9 and 4.2.10. Temporary work-spac^shall b^jsited to
comply with standards for development of the shorelands^ofpubli^ watera, .as'defined in
Section 4.2.9. Temporary easements outside of theauthonzed^site boundary will be
obtained from affected landowners through rental agreeifhents ahd'are not provided for in
,. . \\ Vthis permit. \ Xv

4.2.4 Noise

Construction and routine maintenance, activitie^shalPbe limited to daytime working

hours, as defined inMinn. R. 703(^.0020,\to ensure nighttime noise level standards will
not be exceeded. v. ^

4.2.5 Aesthetics
\

The Permittee shall cbi^ider iiiput'pertaining to visual impacts from landowners or land
management^^rfeies prio^ to final location ofstructures with the potential for visual
disturbance?To.,mmimize,.aesthetic impacts, the Permittee shall preserve the natural

landscape, .minimize vegetation removal, and prevent any unnecessary destruction ofthe
nat^al surr^ndings in the vicinity of the Project during construction and maintenance.

SoiljErosion and Sediment Control

The Permittee shall implement those erosion prevention and sediment control practices
•recommended by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Construction

^ / Stormwater Program.

The Permittee shall implement reasonable measures to minimize erosion and
sedimentation during construction and shall employ perimeter sediment controls, protect
exposed soil by promptly planting, seeding, using erosion control blankets and turf



r:

[Project Name and PUC DocketA'̂ o.]

reinforcement mats, stabilizing slopes, protecting storm drain inlets, protecting soil
stockpiles, and controlling vehicle tracking. Contours shall be graded as required sothat
all surfaces provide for proper drainage, blend with the natural terrain, and are left in a
condition thatwill facilitate re-vegetation and prevent erosion. All areas disturbed during\
construction of the facilities shall bereturned to pre-construction conditions. Z \ \

/y Jy

In accordance with the MPCA requirements. Permittee shall obtain aNational P6llutanC\ ^
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)/State Disposal System (SDS) Constmction
Stormwater permit from the MPCA. .

4.2.7 Public Lands ^ ^
—X \\

In no case shall the generating plant orassociated facilitie^s>^cludmg foundations, access
roads, underground cable, and transformers, be locatedin th^ublic lands identified in
Minn. R. 7850.4400, subp. I, or in federal waterfowl pr^^ioirareas. The generating
plant and associated facilities shall not be locate^ir^e ] ^lapds identified in Minn.
R. 7850.4400, subp. 3, unless there is no fea^le smd^pq t alternative.

4.2.8 Wetlands and Shoreland ^

The generating plant and associaie^d f^eftkies, in9luding access roads, underground
cables, and transformers sh^J not be placfd^in.public waters and public waters wetlands,
as shown on the public \^^!^hventory maps prescribed by Minnesota Statutes Chapter
103G, except that electri^ollector pr feeder lines may cross or be placed in public
waters orpublic wi^toids subject topermits and approvals by the Minnesota
Department ofNatural^^^e^DNR) and the United States Army Corps ofEngineers
(USACE), arf^^al un^fef^overnment as implementers of the Minnesota Wetlands
Consery0onmct/^he.generating plant and associated facilities including foundations,
access^oads, underground cables, andtransformers, shall be located in compliance with
^ stautods^foi^lvelopment ofthe shorelands ofpublic waters as identified in Minn. R.
61£^330^i^ai^ds adopted, Minn. R. 6120.2800, unless there is no feasible and prudent

.alternative.

/k V Construction in wetland areas shall occur during frozen ground conditions to minimize
il^ipacts. When construction during winter is not possible, wooden or composite mats

^ ^§hall be used to protect wetland vegetation. Soil excavated from thewetlands and riparian
areas shall be contained and not placed back into the wetland or riparian area. Wetlands
and riparian areasshall be accessed usingthe shortestroutepossible in orderto minimize
travel through wetland areasand preventunnecessary impacts.
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Wetland and water resource areas disturbed by construction activities shall be restored to
pre-construction conditions. Restoration of the wetlands will be performed byPermittee
in accordancewith the requirements of applicable state and federal permits or laws and
landowner agreements.

4.2.9 Native Prairie . \
\ I

The Permitteeshall prepare a prairie protection and management plan in consultation
with the DNR ifnative prairie, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 84.02, subd. 5, is iderilifie^^
within the site boundary. The Permittee shall file the plan 30 days prior to submiftingttlie
site plan required by Section 8.3 of this pennit. The plan shall address steps that\\^ill be
taken to avoid impacts to native prairie and mitigation to unavoidableimpact^fo' native
prairie by restoration or management of other native prairj.q^reas|that ardun degraded
condition, by conveyance of conservation easements, or% otheFmeans ^reed to by the
Permittee, DNR and the Commission.

%\ \ y

The generating plant and associated facilitie|4^cluyihg4i^ndations, access roads,
collector and feeder lines, underground cables, and transformers shall not beplaced in
native prairie unless addressed in apraine'̂ otectibn\an£i''management plan and shall not
be located in areas enrolled in the Native PraiH^vBankProgram. Construction activities,
as defined in Minn. Stat. §216E.6i, shall^not impact native prairie unless addressed in a
prairie protection and management plan.

If

4.2.10 Vegetation Management
A \\

V-

r

ThePermittee sMl disturb OFcleaf the siteonlyto the extent necessary to assure suitable
access for cohsthiction, safe,operation and maintenance of the project.

The Permittee sTiall minimize the number of trees to be removed in selecting the site
laybiit specifically preserving to the maximum extent practicable windbreaks,
yx y K'sHe^rbelfs, li^ng snow fences, and vegetation, to the extent that such actions do not

^--~-yiplatev^ound''engineering principles.

4>2.11 Invasive Species

"k m
^ yfhe Permittee shall employ best management practices to avoid the potential spread of
A invasive species on lands disturbed by project construction activities.

\/
r
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4.2.12 Noxious Weeds

The Permittee shall take all reasonable precautions against the spread of noxious weeds
during allphases ofconstruction. When utilizing seed to establish temporary and /<
permanent vegetative cover on exposed soil thePermittee shall select site appropriate^
seed certified to be free ofnoxious weeds. To the extent possible, the Permittee sh^huse
native seed mixes. The Permittee shall consult with landowners on the selection^Ind use^,.
of seed for replanting. ^

4.2.13 Roads "n;-

The Permittee shall advise the appropriate governing bodies havin^urisdicti^nwer all
state, county, city ortownship roads that will be used duripgthe cdnstructi^if phase ofthe
project. Where practical, existing roadways shall be usedTo^aU^^activitieXssociated with
construction ofthe facility. Oversize or overweight loa^asspci^^yvith the facility shall

The Permitteenot be hauled across public roads without requi^d>permits ^
shall, prior to the use of such roads, make satisfa^^^^^gei^nts with the appropriate
state, county, and city governmental bodip|̂ avi^Ji^isdiSibn over the roads to be used
for construction, for repair and maintenafeeloJ|f^e^o^ that will be subject to extra
wear and tear due to transportatiomo^equipn^Qtai '̂̂ aterials. The Permittee shall notify
the Commission of such arrangem^nts^pon request ofthe Commission.

X,

The Permittee shall pror^tly repainprivate roads or lanes damaged when moving
equipment or whent^bteiding access to the site, unless otherwise negotiated with the
affected landowner.

4.2.14 i^^feoJoSicaLandTiistoric Resources

The P^^tte'e slplpnake every effort to avoid impacts to identified archaeological and
'hist^ic^^^^ur^s when constructing the facility. If required by the State Historic

<£^^rcs^r5^tio^ (SHPO), the Permittee shall conduct asurvey of the project site. Ifa
X^ii^e^is^equired, the results shall be submitted to the Commission with the site plan

pu^uant to Section 8.3.
^ the event that aresource is encountered, the Permittee shall contact and consult with

\^s^SHPO and the State Archaeologist. Where feasible, avoidance ofthe resource is required.
y Where not feasible, mitigation must include an effort to minimize project impacts onthe

resource consistent with SHPO and StateArchaeologist requirements.

% ^
y

•y

I
'•



n

[Project Name and PUC Docket No.j

Prior to construction, workers shall be trained about the need to avoid cultural properties,

how to identify cultural properties, and procedures to follow if undocumented cultural
properties, including gravesites, are found during construction. If human remains are
encountered during construction, the Permittee shall immediately halt construction and^^ '̂x ^
promptly notify local law enforcement and the State Archaeologist. Construction at such
location shall not proceed until authorized by local law enforcement or the State x-C \ vx
Archaeologist.

4.2.15 Interference with Communication Devices ^

jn coifipletion^ofeach task. Personal litter, including bottles, cans, and paper from
^-~^^-Con^rticti3^tivities shall be removed on adaily basis.

4;£,I8 Pollution and Hazardous Wastes

^11 appropriate precautions to protectagainstpollutionof the environment shall be taken
by the Permittee. The Permittee shall be responsible for compliance with all laws
applicable to the generation, storage, transportation, clean up and disposal of all wastes

generated during construction and restoration of the site.

^•v

Ifinterference with radio or television, satellite, wireless internet,<^PS-based^agriculture
navigation systems or other communication devices is caused..by;|̂ ^rc^
operation of the project, the Permittee shall take whatever^action^sj feasib%t6 restore or
provide reception equivalent to reception levels in the immeaiate''areajusifprior to the
construction of the project.

V. \ \, N'/'

4.2.16 Restoration Y

The Permittee shall restore the areas affected by^construbtion of the facility to the

condition that existed immediatelwbefore construction began to the extent possible. The
\'X

time period to complete restoration maj |̂3^ no longer than 12 months after completion of
the construction, unless otherwisenegotiated^with the affected landowner. Restoration
shall be compatible witlyHe safe operation,^maintenance and inspection of the project.
Within 60 days after confpletion ofall restoration activities, the Permittee shall advise the
Commission in w^tmg ofi\he completion of such activities.

4.2.17 CleanupSj^

All wafte and scrap that is the product of construction shall be removed from the site and
ap pfeimi^s'on which construction activities were conducted and properly disposed of
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4.2.19 Damages

The Permittee shall promptly repair or fairly compensate landowners for damage to
crops, fences, private roads and lanes, landscaping, drain tile, or other damages sustajnfed^^;^
during construction and operation unless otherwise negotiated withthe affected ^
landowner. % X \

4.2.20 Public Safety

•

The Permittee shall provide educational materials to landowners^a'̂ acent to th^^ite and,
upon request, to interested persons about the project and any r^sti^^^iis or dangers
associated with the project. The Permittee shall also provjde^nymecels^iW^jfe
measures such as warning signs and gates for traffic coiifrol or|tp4estrict'̂ blic access.
The Permittee shall submit the location ofall undergroun^acilifies,^as defined in Minn.
Stat. §216D.01, subd. 11, to Gopher State One^all^ll^^^^^^mpletion of
construction at the site.

4.2.21 Site Identification

The site shall be marked with a Visible^identific^ibn number and or street address.

4.3 Other Requirements

4.3.1 Safety Co4e^and^Dpsign Rjquirements
The electr^gie^ genefaHp system and associated facilities shall be designed to meet
or exceed alPrel^^^ny^arand state codes. Institute ofElectrical and Electronics
En^eers,Tnc. standards, the National Electric Safety Code (NESC), and North
Amen^ijElectrjc '̂eliability Corporation (NERC) requirements.

3.2^;^th '̂ermits and Regulations

The Permittee shall complywith all applicable state rules and statutes. The Permittee
^all obtain all required permits for the project and comply with the conditions ofthese

^^ermits. The Permittee shall submit a copy of such permits to theCommission upon
request.

5.0 SPECIAL CONDITIONS

I
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The Permittee shall provide a report to the Commission as part of the site plan submission
required under Section 8.3 that describes the actions taken and mitigative measures developed
regarding the project and the following special conditions. Special conditions shall take

\ v-'

precedence over other conditions of this permit should there be a conflict.

[Describe any special conditions^

Examples ofspecial conditions included in permits:
• Avian Mitigatiop Plan

• Environmental Control Plan V-y V

fi A ^

AgricultureMitigationPlan /'J\ ^
Vegetation Management Plan

Property Restrictions

Minnesota Department ofNaturalResources Requirements ^
Minnesota Pollution Control Requirements

Minnesota StateHistoricalPreservation Office Requirements.f.^y
Minnesota Department ofTransportation Requirements^-\ /

\\
/< Vs

For example: ^ \ V
^ X'.- IS

/<. /fx ^\V\.

Landscaping Plan X

__ . . Jsi. . _
The Permittee shall develop a site specific landscapingplan in consultation with Chisago
County, and considering local government ordinances andjetbacks,_ that reasonably mitigates
the visual impacts to all adjacent residences. The landscapingplan shall befiled at least 14 days
prior to thepre-construction meetingM^

"xx

Vegetation Management Plan

X X... ,

The Permittee shall develop a vegetation managementplan in consultation with the DNR to the
benefit ofpollinators andother wildlife, and to enhance soil water retention and reduce storm
water runoffand erosion. The vegetation managementplan shall befiled at least 14 daysprior

fio thepre-construction meeting.^

x\
ySecurity Fence

|( ^•^AThe securityfence surrounding thefacility shall be designed to minimize the visual impact ofthe
^ project. While maintaining compliance with the NESC, the Permittee shall install an eight-foot

^woodpole and woven wirefence, orsubstantially similar, around theperimeter ofthefgciiity}
This typeoffence is commonly referred to as a "deerfence " or "agriculturalfence." The
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permittee shallconsult with the DNR to insure thedesign of thefacilities preserves or replaces
identified natural wildlife, wetland, woodland or other corridors.-

6.0 DELAY IN CONSTRUCTION

IfthePermittee has notcommenced construction or improvement of thesitewithin four years^
after the date ofissuance ofthis permit the Permittee shall file a report on the failure to constriict^ ^
and the Commissionshall considersuspensionof the permit in accordancewith Minn. R.
7850.4700.

\

7.0 COMPLAINT PROCEDURES \
y

y

Prior to the start ofconstruction, the Permittee shall submit to th^^ommfssiomthe^procedures
that will be used to receive and respond to complaints. The proc1eduS|sliall be ill accordance
with the requirements of Minn. R. 7829.1500 or Minn. R. 7829M^£, aridi;as/set forth in the
complaint procedures attached to this permit. ^

Upon request, the Permittee shall assist the Commissiornrrfissior^itlml^^disposition of unresolved or
dnS^e/but i^moflimited to, the submittal oflongstanding complaints. This assistance shalhinccomplaint correspondence and complaint^^ution

8.0 COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS

Failure to timely and properly make compliance filings required by this permit is afailure to
comply with the conditions^ftl?^permit^ompliance filings must be electronically filed with
the Commission.

8.1 Site Jglan

At least 30^ys<i^^^ommencing construction, the Permittee shall provide the Commission
wjf^^sife j^^ha^ncludes specifications and drawings for site preparation and grading;

^j^ecificpiohs^a^ locations ofstructures to be constructed including all electrical equipment,
po^toion<^mtrol equipment, fencing, roads, and other associated facilities; and procedures for

^^^c|eanup>anS restoration. The documentation shall include maps depicting the site boundary and
^ laj^^tjJn relation to thatapproved bythis permit.

I
|Phe Permittee may not commence construction until the 30 days has expired oruntil the
Commission has advised the Permittee in writing that it has completed its review of the
documents and determinedthat the planned construction is consistentwith this permit. If the

10

r-^-\
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Permittee intends to makeany significant changesto its site plan or the specifications and
drawings after submission to the Commission, the Permittee shall notify the Commission at least ,
five days before implementing the changes. No changes shall be madethat wouldbe in violation
of any of the terms of this permit.

\ • f

8.2 Periodic Status Reports ^ \ '
'A

ThePermittee shall report to the Commission on progress regarding site construction. The \ ^/
Permittee need not report more frequently than monthly. Reports shall begin withth^submittal
of thesite planfor the project and continue until completion of construction or restoration, y

/f NX
whichever is later.

P '
8.3 Notification to Commission \ ]

wj' y
K- \ X-N,

At leastten days beforethe facility is to be placed into service, thdTermiftee^shall notify the
Commission of the date on which the facility will be placed into service and the date on which

constructionwas complete. ^
y '-y "yji \

8.4 As-Builts \

S.6 JEmjergencj^esponse

/V

/f The Perrhittee shall prepare an EmergencyResponsePlan in consultation with the emergency
V Orespondfersmaving jurisdiction over the facility prior to project construction. The Permittee shall

siibrmt/a' copy of the plan, along with any comments from emergency responders, to the

Within 60days after completion of const'riuctionj^he Permittee shall submit copies of all final as-
built plans and specifications developed duringtlieproject.

^ >
8.5 GPS Data !p

yyK f}

Within 60 days after cmnpletii^^fcbnstfuction, the Permittee shall submit to the Commission,
in the format requested bj^ithe Commission, geo-spatial information (e.g., ArcGIS compatible
map files, GPS c^rdinatesy^assjocitted database of characteristics) for all structures associated
with the generating system.

/'X.X X-X i \''

v^Comfnission at least 30 days prior to construction. The Permittee shall provide as a compliance
filing confirmation that the Emergency Response Plan was provided to the emergency

responders and Public Safety Answering Points (PSAP) with jurisdiction over the facility prior to
commencement of construction. The Permittee shall obtain and register the facility address or

11
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Other location indicators acceptable to the emergency responders and PSAPhaving jurisdiction
over the facility.

9.0 COMMISSION AUTHORITY AFTER PERMIT ISSUANCE

9.1 Final Boundaries
// \\

> v.- r\ ^

After completion of construction the Commission may determine the need to adJusUhe final site"
boundaries required for the project. This permit may be modified, after notice and o^pSftunity ^
for public hearing, to represent theactual siteboundary required bythePermittee to opefate^the
project authorized by this permit.

9.2 Expansion of Site Boundaries
A Ay V

r

No expansion of the site boundary described in this permit shal®|̂ auth6fi^ed without the
approval ofthe Commission. The Permittee may submi%toJrtie Comn^issii^a request for a
change in the boundary ofthe site for the project. Th^om^is^^i^will respond to the requested
change in accordance with applicable statutes and|rulesv

9.3 Modification of Conditions

After notice and opportunity for he^ig this perrtiit^nciay be modified or amended for cause,
including but not limited to the following: ^

y C I(a) violation of any cgnj^^niin^his^rmit;
(b) endangermegf^feumai^fealth or the environment by operation of the Project; or

(c) existence of otheBgrounds established by rule.

'•m. ^9.4 "More Sfrimgent^ules

^|fhe issuanc'e^bfthis permitdoes not prevent the future adoption by the Commission of rules or
or^s ^m^tringent than those now in existence and does not prevent the enforcement ofthese
imbre strmgent rules and orders against the Permittee.

yio 0 PERMIT AMENDMENT

Tnis permit may be amended at any time by the Commission. Any person may request an
amendment of the conditions of this permit by submitting a request to the Commission in writing

12

\
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describing the amendment sought and the reasons for the amendment. The Commission will mail
notice of receipt of the request to the Permittee. The Commission mayamend the conditions after
affording the Permittee and interested persons such process as is required.

11.0 TRANSFER OF PERMIT

P\

The Permittee may requestat any time that the Commissiontransfer this permit to another
person or entity. The Permitteeshall provide the name and descriptionof the person.qr entity to
whom the permit is requested to be transferred, the reasons for the transfer, a descripjioa^ofAe
facilities affected, and the proposed effective date of the transfer.

A \
. .\ A

The person to whom the permit is to be transferred shall provide the Commission witn such
infoiTnation as the Commission shall require to determine whether^jmp n^w Pernttttefe can comply
with the conditions ofthe permit. The Commission may authorize traitsfer ofthe^permit after
affording the Permittee, the new Permittee, and interested persoii^such^prDcess as is required.

\ V

12.0 REVOCATION ORSUSPENSION OFTHE PEI^T V >
X' V X-

The Commission may initiate action to revok^^^sdspelfi^his permit at any time. The
Commission shall act in accordance with thCrequiremen^ ofMinn. R. 7850.5100, to revoke or
suspend the permit.

-V F

13
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Appendix C

EA Development Questions and Responses



EA Development
Informal Questions and Applicant Responses*

March 10, 2016

1. Can Iget the shapefiles for the facility boundaryand the parcel boundary as depicted on
the site location map found on page 2 of the application.

Shapefiles provided.

2. I'll need a schematic of howthe turbine works.See as an example, figure 4, page 14 of
the Mankato Energy Center Expansion Project EA. Available here:
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/Docket.html?ld=34238

Schematic provided.

3. Please complete the following Table as much as possible.

Table 3 Estimated Costs

Response:

Project Component Estimated Cost'1

Planning/ Permitting $

Design $

Procurement $

Construction $

Close Out $

Total" • ; $'

Black Dog Unit 6

Table 3 Estimated Costs

Project Cornponent Estimated Cost

Pianning/ Permitting/ Design $ 7,000,000

Procurement $ 60,000,000

Construction $ 33,000,000

Close Out Included Above

Informal questions and applicant responses organized by applicant response date. Data requests, for
example, shapefile requests, are listed as "provided" or "not provided."

! -.1



4. Several noise studies have been completed (2002/2011). Can I get copies of those?

Studies provided.

5. An Air Emission Permit was or is being filed. Is that something I can see? For reference,
see again Mankato Energy Expansion Appendix E.

Permit application provided, informed appendices available if desired.

March 16, 2016

Page 15 states that water will be used for "initial filling" of the fin fan cooler system;
however, page 28 states the cooling system will contain "a glycol solution." Is water mixed
with the solution? Or is there a discrepancy here?

Solution will be 55% ethyiene glycol and 45% water.

Also, where will the cooler be located? On or attached to the building? Stand-alone on the
ground?

Fin fan cooler will be located directly south of the building and will be stand-alone
elevated above the ground.

The generator has not been described. Could I get a brief description of the generator.
Perhaps how it interplays with the turbine and the voltage of the electricity coming off the
generator.

The generator converts rotating motion to electrical energy. It is the opposite of a
motor. The turbine rotor shaft is directly and solidly connected to the generator rotor
shaft to provide the rotating motion. The Black Dog Unit 6 generator will produce
electricity at 18,000 volts before the step-up transformer. The step-up transformer
will boost the voltage to 115,000 volts.

Will the on-site natural gas pipeline be buried or above ground?

The onsite natural gas pipeline will be mostly underground. There may be a short.
above ground section before it enters the building. The onsite delivery
point/regulating station willbe located to the south and west of the building.

Where will the on-site natural gas conditioning system be located?

The on-site conditioning system willbe located in a room within the building.



Does on-site natural gas conditioning system do anything else besides remove moisture and
other impurities from the natural gas? For example, does it adjust pressure?

Theconditioning skid wiii onlyremove impurities and moisture. Pressure regulation
willbe performed at the on-site delivery point and the Cedar town border station.

What minor modifications will be made?

A 115,000 volt motor operated disconnect willbe added and minor buswork will be
added between the generator breaker located in the substation and the incoming
high voltage lines from the step-up transformer. This work willall occur within a
small area of the substation.

April 8, 2016

Exhaust stack. What is it made of?

Stack will be a steel alloy rated for the exhaust temperature. It will likely be insulated
for most if not all of the height.

I know it is going to be delivered by truck, but how? In modules?

Stack willbe delivered in sections sized for shipping via truck.

Will these be over-sized loads?

Some sections may be oversized and if so those loads will require oversize permits.
Permitted loads will follow permit route and requirements.

How is it constructed?

Sections of the stack are either bolted or welded together depending on vendor
installation instructions.

Is it craned into place in one piece or multiple pieces?

Stack will be assembled in pieces. Some sections wiii likelybe assembled together
at ground level prior to lifting to reduce the number of lifts.

Will the crane be on a truck or will it be a tower crane assembled on-site?

Crane will most likelybe a either a truck mounted or crawler depending on weight
and reach requirements. Crane pieces will be brought in via multiple truck loads and
assembled on site.

y



On-site delivery pipeline. How will this be constructed?

Pipe sections wiii be weided together.

I assume a trench will be dug, soil stockpiled, pipe placed into the trench, etc. until
completed.

Trenching will be used with normal trenching safety practices. Soil willbe stockpiled
and returned after pipe installation.

Explain what happens to the soil during the construction process. I also assume this is one
of the only steps in construction that will require the use of heavy equipment to move soils
around.

The onsite pipeline route is in a previously disturbed area. After trenching is
completed, backfiiiing and compacting willbe performed along with restoring surface
to previous condition. Excavators and skid loaders will be used.

Fin Fan Cooler. How is this thing anchored to the ground?

The fin fan cooler will most likely have large underground spread footings and steel
columns supporting the fin fan cooler willbe bolted to the footings.

How loud is it?

Noise wiii not exceed 85 dBA at 1 meter.

Floodplain. What precautions are being taken to ensure the on-site delivery pipeline and fin
fan cooler will not be affected by a flooding event.

Ail outdoor equipment will be located above 720 feet which exceeds the 100 year
flood level including the gas regulation station, inlet air filter and cooling module.

Delivery Timing. Will there be any special timing for deliveries? For example, outside of rush
hour? Any over-sized loads?

Largest loads will be delivered to the onsite rail siding (combustion turbine,
generator and step-up transformer). AH other deliveries are expected by truck.
Some of the loads maybe oversized and if so will have oversized load permits.
Oversize load permits have a specific route and may have restrictions on timing of
travel.



April 14, 2016

Could you have your air permit people take a lookat the accuracy of this paragraph? I'd like
to provide the reason(s) why the AERA is not required as opposed to simplystating it isn't
required. If necessary, please provide additional information as to the reason should this
paragraph not cover it. Thanks.

in addition to meeting NAAQS and PSD standards, certain new facilities must also
assess, through an air emissions risk analysis (AERA), the potential health risks
associated with air emissions from the facility. An AERA is not required for the
proposed project because it will not generate 250 tons or more peryear of any single
air criteria pollutant or result in a net increase ofC02e by more than 100,000 tons.

April 19, 2016

The peregrine falcon nest box. Application says it was scheduled to be removed in 2015.
Was it removed?

It was removed earlier this year prior to the nesting season due to retirement of the
coal units and removal of the stack.

April 27, 2016

The original plan called for a water-based cooling system that used river water as the
cooling medium. After further review, it was determined that the originaldesign
would not have been compliant with the Clean Water Act Section 316(b) regulations
for new cooling water sources. After reviewing the options, it was decided that an
air-cooled fin fan system wouldbe installed instead. Therefore, the current design
will not use any surface water. Given this change, below are the responses to
Question 5.

Surface water GPD is anticipated to be 5,760. The listed uses are not daily activities. Is this
number averaged over the year? How did you estimate water usage for fire suppression?
What are some examples of minor uses? (I thought domestic, but that is well water.)

This was based off of a river based cooling scheme that is no longer planned. The
process will not use any surface water.

Please explain howsurface water is used for pump seals and pump drains. Wheredoes it go
after It is used? Does it evaporate? Wastewater treatment? Closed loop system?

There is no surface water used for pump seals or drains.

Ground water use will be 26,820 gallons per day when operating the evaporative air Inlet
cooler. Does this number include anything else?

This includes only the evap cooler consumption.



n

How much groundwater will be needed per day for cooling system make-up? Howabout
filling the closed loop system? How much ground water will the project use per day in total
(not including evaporative air inlet cooling)

The cooling water will not need any dally makeup. The exact system volume has not
been determined, but we expect a one-time fill of 10,000-20,000 gallons. Makeup
will be required following future maintenance and repairs on portions of the system.

Other intermittent uses are as follows:

Off-line water wash: 3,000 galions/wash.

Fire water mist skid: Initial fill and re-fill after discharge. Exact tank size is TBD, but
is expected to be less than 5,000 gallons.

April 27, 2016

Was the box relocated? Ifso, was it relocated at the generating plant?

It was not relocated.

With the nesting box no longer in place, what is the expectation that peregrine falcons will
return to the generating plant this year?

Yes, they have returned to the plant site.

Could a pair nest at the stack anyway with the nesting box removed?

Recent reports from plant personnel indicate they may be nesting on the roof of the
boiler building.

May 4, 2016

"Softened" water. Is the ground water softened prior to use in the fin fan cooler?

Prior to use in the fin fan cooler, water is treated using a Reverse Osmosis (RO)
process to remove impurities. Note: as part of the RO system water is put through a
softener prior to the actual Reverse Osmosis.

Well Water Softener Reverse Osmosis Closed Cooling Initial Fill

My softener at home uses water to make water. Is this the case for the softener at the
plant? Ifso, how much water are we talking about? (This appears to be the case based on
Section 4.3.)



Water is periodically backflushed through the softener based on hardness to remove
minerals from the softener resin. Approximately 3% of water Into thee softener Is
used for softener regeneration.

Does the water going into the evaporative cooler (intake air cooler) need to be softened or
go through the reverse osmosis/makeup demineralizer?

The existing U5 evaporative cooler uses a softener for treatment.

The U6 Combustion Turbine manufacturer's quality requirements are 70% RO water
mixed with 30% well water. As noted above all RO watergoes through a water
softener as part of the RO process.

Ifso, do those process take water to make water? Ifso, how much water are we talking
about?

Through the RO treatment process, approximately 75% of the water Is recovered,
and 25% Is lost as waste.

I imagine pump seals and pump drains will be serviced now with groundwater. Istill need to
know where the water goes after it is used. Does it evaporate? Wastewater treatment?
Closed loop system? Same questions for misc. uses and fire suppression. Section 4.3
provides some of this information, but Iguess I don't understand entirely, especially
considering it says process water is discharged into Black DogLake but Section 4.2.4 says
no significant additional thermal loading to surface waters. Also, Iguess I don't know what
"process water" is in Section 4.3. And if it is discharged to the lake, how does it get there?

The pump seal water that was previously mentioned was to be used on river water
pumps. The purpose of the seal water Is to provide the seals with clean water to
extend their life. U6 willnot have any river water pumps, therefore It will not
consume any water as pump seal water. The closed loop cooling pumps do not
consume any seal water.

The misc. uses are discharged to the following locations:

On-line water wash: This water Is consumed by the combustion turbine In operation.
It Is discharged as vapor through the CT exhaust stack.

Off-line water wash: This water Is collected In a temporary tank. Here It Is tested for
contaminants. If It Is acceptable. It Is discharged to the plant wastewater system. If
Is not acceptable. It Is shipped offslte for disposal.

Fire water mist skid: In the event of a fire or any system discharge, this water Is
collected through floor drains and processed by an oil-water separator to remove any
oil. After passing through the oil water separator. It Is discharged to the plant
wastewater system.



Waste water from the softener regeneration, reverse osmosis waste and evaporator
cooling biowdown ail become process water. Process water is combined with Unit 5
process water and will be sent to the process water pond. From the process water
pond, water will be monitored and discharged to Black Dog lake under the
requirements of the plant's NPDES permit.

Please explain in greater detail the last paragraph on page 29 regarding thermal discharge.
"With closed cycle systems, there will be no...."

The dosed loop system takes hot water from the equipment and pumps it through a
series of air-water heat exchangers with fans. The heat is removed from the water
and discharged to the air. The cooled water returns to the system to cool the
equipment. Since there is no input or output of water to the system, no heat is added
to the river.

Public Safety

1) Please.provide information regarding safety for crews during project construction.

2) Please provide information regarding safety of staff and visitors during operation.

This should include a discussion regarding construction, fire,-and electrocution. For an
example of the type of discussion I'd like to provide in the EA, please refer to page 40 of the
CalpineEA.

http://mn.gov/commerce/energvfacilities/documents/34238/EA%20Text.%2015-
620.%20Mankato%20Energv%20Center%20ExDansion.pdf

There are multiple layers of safety requirements for all Xcei projects starting with
federal OSHA standards, Minnesota OSHA requirements, Xcei Energy corporate
requirements and site safety requirements. Each work task is evaluated as to the
safety requirements for that task and only trained and qualified individuals are
allowed to perform those tasks. There are many different types of tasks that require
specific safety procedures, equipment and training. All project activities will be
performed in compliance with federal and state OSHA requirements.

The project construction area will be restricted to those that have direct activities in
the area. Plant staff has annual training required for operation of the plant and the
project area willhave a designated boundary. Visitors willbe escorted by project staff
when in the project area and all visitors to the plant are escorted or restricted to
specific areas.

Fire and Electrocution

The power generation equipment at the Black Dog plant and the equipment
proposed for the Unit 6 project combust natural gas at high pressure and
temperature and convert this heat energy to electrical power. As a result, there is a
risk of fire or explosion and a risk of electrocution. However, because of systems and



I i

controls in place at the Black Dog plant, because access to the site is controlled, and
because the site is relatively distant from populated areas (approximately one-half 1
mile), the risk to public health and safety from these potential accidents is •
anticipated to be minimal.

n
i

Potential impacts due to safety risks at the plant are minimized by a number of '
controls at the site including training, personal protective equipment, and signage.
All plant employees participate in on-going safety training. All employees, i
contractors, and visitors are required to use appropriate personal protection i
equipment, e.g., hard hats, safety glasses, fall protection. Employees assigned to
specific tasks are trained in the proper use of safety equipment required for the task. | ]
The Black Dog plant is equipped with a security system and a fire suppression | |
system. The fire suppression system includes a diesel-fueled fire pump.

1

The city ofBurnsville provides any fire, police, orrescue services needed at the plant. j
Accordingly, public health impacts from a potential fire at the Black Dog plant areanticipated to be minimal. ji
The Black Dog plant utilizes step-up transformers and electrical switchgear to
commute the electrical power generated at site to the adjacent substation The ,
switchgear includes circuit breakers and relays that de-energize electrical equipment j
should a structure or conductor fall to the ground or should electrical equipment
otherwise fail. Accordingly, public health impacts resulting from electrocution are ,
anticipated to be minimal. | j
Mitigation
Impacts to public health and safety as a result of fire or electrocution accidents at ^
the Black Dog plant are anticipated to be minimal; thus, no mitigation measures are '•
proposed.

Supply Pipeline

Please provide an update regarding the natural gas supply pipeline. Has a contract been :
issued? What process will beused to permit the pipeline project? If the process will not be i•
one administered by EERA, please provide a paragraph or two description of the permitting
process. Has a permit application been filed? What are anticipated timelines? Also, is there |
a preferred route? By this Imean is there a general conceptualization of where the pipeline 1
might be routed available for the public, for example, a public fact sheet regarding the
project? Ifthere is, Iwould like to see that. Ifthere isn't something publically available at this J
time, simply let me know and that will suffice. J

The contract for supplying the natural gas to the plant was competitively bidand |
awarded to NSP Gas. A route permit application will be filed with the EERA and [_
MPUCin June; approval is anticipated in late 2016. We are currently evaluating the
route options, working with input from key stakeholders such as the cities of i
Burnsville and Eagan, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources. A fact sheet has not yet prepared.



Project Schedule

If possible, please provide a more detailed project schedule for installation of the exhaust
stack and intake air cooler. Mainly, I want to know if construction related work on the roof
will begin prior to March/April of 2017?

The construction schedule we have available Is moderately detailed and not
available for public release. However, In answer to the specific question significant
exterior work will not begin until after the winter of2016/2017 as building heat Is an
Issue and the schedule allows the roof and South wall penetrations to not occur
earlier than the spring 2017 timeframe. It Is anticipated these two activities would
begin no earlier than April 2017.

GIS Data

Please provide shapefiles for the locations of the fin fan cooler and the natural gas supply
line termination/on-site natural gas pipeline starting point. (Based on my understanding of
the project, I want to show visually that the fin fan cooler is 50 feet from Black Dog Lake
meeting Burnsville zoning setback requirements. I assume this is also the case for the on-
site gas delivery point. This information will also be useful should I decide to include a
detailed project overview map.)
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May 17, 2016

Is Table 4.3 still accurate?

System

Wastewater

Discharge
(MGD')

Existing
Facility

5-yeaf Average

0.2 long term
includes days of
no (0) discharge
(3.4 over
discharge days)

Facility
Maximum

Potential

13.5 (for present
arrangements:

batch pond
release over 3

days (48 hours)
every 1-4
months)

Expansion
Project
Maximum

Potential

0.038 MGD

(Summer
only)

Combined

Facility
Maximum

Potential

Summer:

0.15 MGD max

Winter:

0.08 MGD max

(Based on
continuous

discharge, long
term average),
may approach
0.432 MGD, 1.2
MG Batch Total

on periodic basis
if future pond
design allows
batch release

similar to

present)
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Executive Summary

Xcel Energy proposes to construct a new combustion turbine (CT) with approximately 215
megawatts (MW) of natural gas fired generating capacity at its Black Dog Generating
Facility (Facility) located In Burnsvllle, MN. The proposed CT, referred to as Unit 6, will be of
simple cycle configuration, and operate as a peaking service. The Units 3 and 4 coal-fired
boilers were decommissioned In April 2015. All coal activities at the Facility were ceased at
this time. The existing Unit 5/2 Combustion Turbine will remain In service along with the
existing emergency engines.

Construction for the Unit 6 Combustion Turbine Project (Project) will begin In June 2016 and
will take place In the location of the decommissioned Unit 4 Boiler. Commercial operation Is
expected to follow In 2"^" quarter 2018. The proposed combustion turbine will be a GE
model, equipped with low-NOx burners. Emission calculations, ambient air quality analysis,
and regulatory analysis are provided In this application.

Project ancillary equipment will Include the extension of the existing natural gas pipeline
and addition of components from the natural gas distribution system for Unit 6. The
necessary electrical equipment breakers for Unit 6 will be reused from previously Installed
breakers serving Units 3 and 4.

The Project will avoid applicability of Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD), and
remain a minor source of hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) by proposing an annual fuel usage
limit for the proposed Unit 6 CT. The enclosed permit application forms Include an annual
fuel usage limit of less than or equal to 6,457,726 MMBtu per year for the Unit 6 CT. The
PSD applicability determination also Includes emission calculations from startup and
shutdown (SUSD). Separate limits for SUSD and combustion tuning are also proposed as
part of this application. Proposed compliance methods for the fuel usage limit, SUSD limit,
and tuning limit are described further In Section 3.

The decommissioning of Units 3 and 4, and the addition of the new auxiliary boiler (EU 029)
are not part of the Project and occurred Independently of the Unit 6 CT Project. However,
they will be Included as creditable contemporaneous changes for the PSD analysis.
Additional discussion Is provided In Section 1.

Xcel Energy has completed an air dispersion modeling analysis to demonstrate that
emissions from the facility will not cause or contribute to a violation of ambient air quality
standards, nor PSD Increment standards. The proposed project triggers remodeling
according to the current facility permit (Permit No: 03700003-011). A Significant Impact
Level (SIL) analysis was completed as part of preliminary modeling for partlculate matter
less than 10 microns (PMio) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2). Results indicate that emissions
from the project do not result In predicted maximum ambient concentrations of criteria
pollutants above significant ambient Impact levels, and therefore further modeling Is not
required. Results from the modeling analysis along with modeling procedure and
assumptions are provided In Appendix C.

The Unit 6 CT will be subject to New Source Performance Standards (NSPS). Applicable
regulations Include 40 CFR 60 Subpart KKKK: Standards of Performance for Stationary
Combustion Turbines (NSPS KKKK) and Subpart 1111: Standards of Performance for
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (NSPS TTTT). Compliance with NSPS KKKK will be demonstrated

•iVWENCK
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with Continuous Emission Monitoring Systems (GEMS) for nitrogen oxides (NOx) and either
fuei purchase contract specifications or fuei sampiing to determine continuous suifur dioxide
(SO2) composition. NSPS 1111 wiii require Unit 6 to compiy with a heat input iimitation of
120 ib COji/MMBtu. Compiiance for the requirement wiii be demonstrated by fuei purchase
records. Section 6 provides additionai discussion on the appiicable reguiations for the
Project. Environmentai Review was not required for the Project; however a Site Permit was
submitted to the Pubiic Utiiities Commission. NeitherAir Emissions Risk Anaiysis (AERA),
nor Compiiance Assurance Monitoring (CAM) is required for the Unit 6 CT Project.

Whiie the decommissioning of the Unit 3 and 4 boiiers is not part of the proposed Unit 6 CT
project with respect to PSD, the decommissioning does have an effect on the total facility
emissions of Black Dog Generating Facility. Below is a table providing a historical overview
of the total facility potential emissions pre-decommlssion of Units 3 and 4, for the present
scenario with Unit 5/2 only, and for the future scenario including the proposed project. As
shown in Table E-1 below, there is a large reduction in total facility potential emissions
following the decommissioning of Units 3 and 4.

Table E-1. History of Total Facility Limited Potential Emissions from Black Dog

Pre- Present Future Pre-Decommission
Decommission Scenario Scenario to Future Scenario

Pollutant Units 3, 4 and Unit 5/2 Only Units 5/2 & 6 Change in Total
Unit 5/2* Facility Emissions
(tpy) (tpv) (tpy) (tpy)

PM 4,120 47.6 57.8 -4,062
PMio 8,167 87.0 97.3 -8,070
PM2.5 944 87.0 97.3 -847
NOx 14,750 672 776 -13,975
SO2 6,995 10.9 21.8 -6,973
CO 1,949 809 986 -963
VOC 100 25.5 47.5 -52.7
Lead 0.167 0.000187 0.00177 -0.165
0026 4,085,624 1,273,205 1,657.857 -2,427,767
Total HAPs 79.0 3.58 12.6 -66.4

Present and future scenarios Include ancillary equipment for emergency engines only.

October 2015 IV
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1.0 Prevention of Significant Deterioration
Applicabiiity

Xcel Energy's Black Dog Facility Is currently subject to state and federal PSD requirements
as the facility qualifies as a major stationary source under the PSD rules, defined In 40 CFR
52.21(b)(l)(l). The existing total facility potential emissions of partlculate emissions (PM),
PMio, PM less than 2.5 microns (PM2.5), SO2, nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic
compounds (VOC), and carbon monoxide (CO) are each greater than the PSD major source
threshold of 100 tons/yr. The existing total facility potential greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions are greater than the PSD major source threshold of 100,000 tons/yr.

If emissions of one or more regulated pollutants from a project at an existing major facility
exceed the major modification thresholds, the project Is subject to PSD review. The
definition of major modification under 40 CFR Part 52.21(b)(2)(l) Is the following:

Major modification means any physicai change in or change in the method of
operation of a major stationary source that wouid resuit in: a significant
emissions increase (as defined in paragraph (b)(40) of this section) of a
reguiated NSR poiiutant (as defined in paragraph (b)(50) of this section); and
a significant net emissions increase of that poiiutant from the major
stationary source.

Based on Step 1 of the PSD applicability determination, limited potential emissions of PM2.5,
NOx, CO, and carbon dioxide equivalent (C02e) exceed the PSD major modification
thresholds for the Project. Additional discussion on emission calculation methodology Is
Included In Section 4.

Significant net emissions Increase takes Into account the project emissions as well as any
decreases or Increases In actual emissions that are contemporaneous with the project.
Therefore, Xcel Energy performed Step 2 of the PSD analysis to determine If the Project Is a
major modification. The analysis Incorporated netting exercises which account for total
facility creditable contemporaneous decreases associated with the decommissioning of Unit
3 and 4 boilers, and Increases associated with the addition of an auxiliary boiler (EU 029). A
discussion of these decreases and Increases Is found In Section 4.3. Total significant net
Increases were found to be negative; and, therefore PSD does not apply to the Project.

Table 1-1 compares the limited potential emissions associated with the proposed Unit 6 CT,
the net Increase accounting for contemporaneous decreases and Increases, and the PSD
major modification threshold for each pollutant. Contemporaneous decreases and Increases
were only accounted for In net Increase values for pollutants where Unit 6 CT PTE values
exceeded the PSD thresholds as per CH-04a and CH-04d form Instruction.

W WENCK
EBBBZgi
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Table 1-1 Unit 6 G E CT Emissions Increase and PSD Applicabilitv
Pollutant Limited Potential

Emissions

(tpy)

PSD Analysis
Step 2 Net
Increase

(tpy)

PSD Major
Modification

Threshold

(tpy)
PM 10.26 10.26 25

PMm 10.26 10.26 15

PM,., 10.26 -44.9 10

NOx 103.5 -6,017 40

CO
O

10.98 10.98 40
CO 177.3 -18.49 100

voc 22.02 22.02 40
Lead 1.58E-03 .1.58E-03 0.6

CO?e 3.78E+05 -1.20E+06 75,000
Asbestos NA NA 0.007

Beryllium NA NA 0.004
Mercury NA NA 0.1
Vinyl chloride NA NA 1

Hydrogen sulfide NA NA 10

Sulfuric acid mist 1.35-03 1.35E-03 7

Total reduced sulfur NA NA 10

Reduced sulfur compounds NA NA 10

October 2015 1-2
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2.0 Project Description

As mentioned previously, Xcel Energy proposes to construct a new Unit 6 Simple Cycle CT
with approximately 215 megawatts (MW) of natural gas fired generating capacity at Its
Black Dog Generating Facility for operation as a peaking service. Construction Is expected to
begin In June 2016 with commercial operation following In 2"^^ quarter 2018. The existing
Units 3 and 4 pulverized coal fired boilers have been decommissioned along with all of the
coal handling activities. The existing Unit 5/2 Combustion Turbine will remain In service
along with the existing emergency engines and auxiliary boiler.

2.1 PROJECT SITE

The project site Is located In Burnsvllle, Minnesota In Township 27N, Range 24W, Sections
13, 22, 23, 24, 26 and 17 In Dakota County on the Minnesota River, on property owned by
Xcel Energy. The new Unit 6 CT will be constructed In the old Unit 4 boiler area within the
existing facility site. A new exhaust stack will be approximately 200 feet tall and Installed
adjacent to the unit. The facility location and surrounding area Is shown In Figure 2-1 at the
end of this section. The project location within the site Is shown on Form GI-03 located In
Appendix A.

2.2 GENERATING TECHNOLOGY

A simple cycle facility refers to a generation block with one combustion turbine generator.
The combustion turbine will be a GE 7F5 Series model. The Project proposes an annual fuel
usage limit of less than or equal to 6,457,726 MMBtu per year for the Unit 6 CT, limiting use
of the CT, as It will operate as a peaking power supply. See Section 3 for further discussion
of the proposed fuel usage limit and compliance demonstration.

The proposed combustion turbine Is an F-Class model, which utilizes compressed air and
fuel to produce electricity and high temperature exhaust gas. Model F class combustion
turbines have fast start capability, reaching 150 MW In 10 minutes from a cold start, and
operate In a range of 50 to 100 percent load while meeting emission limits, with faster ramp
rates over the load range. Maximum output during summer heat and humidity conditions Is
approximately 215 MW. Both the base performance at full load capacity and heat rate, and
the maintenance and overhaul cycles have been significantly Improved from past models.
The proposed combustion turbine will be fired by natural gas only.

The combustion turbine consists of the following equipment In series:

• an Inlet air filter;
A a compressor, where air Is drawn In and compressed;
A a combustor, where fuel Is mixed with the compressed air and burned;
A a power turbine, where the combusted gases expand to rotate a turbine;
A an electric generator; and
A an evaporative cooler.

Air pollution control equipment for the proposed combustion turbine Includes low-NOx
burners. These burners are designed to maintain a stolchlometric fuel-to-oxygen ratio by
premlxing and Introducing the minimum amount of oxygen containing air Into the
combustion chamber allowing the fuel to burn. This "lean" ratio results In a relatively cool
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combustion zone. NOx production increases in high-temperature zones; therefore, a lower
temperature combustion zone will reduce the NOx produced. Low-NOx burners effectively
limit the NOx and CO formation in simple cycle combustion turbines, and thus no other
control devices are necessary for these pollutants. In addition, natural gas combustion
produces minimal particulate and SO2 emissions; therefore no specific control equipment is
required for either pollutant.

2.3 ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT

There are fugitive emission sources from ancillary equipment, which will be associated with
the Unit 6 CT. These include increased fugitive emissions from extension of the natural gas
piping system, and previously existing fugitive emissions from electrical equipment breakers
insulated with sulfur hexafluoride (SFe), which will be re-used for the Unit 6 CT.

October 2015 2-2
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3.0 Requested Permit Changes

The following section addresses the requested changes to the current permit as a result of
the Project. These proposed changes are also included in the required CD-01 Forms included
In Appendix A.

3.1 FUEL USAGE LIMIT AND COMPLIANCE DEMONSTRATION

An annual fuel limit is proposed, which will allow annual emissions from the Unit 6 CT
Project to remain below PSD threshold values. An annual fuel usage limit of less than or
equal to 6,457,726 MMBtu/year is proposed for the Unit 6 CT as a 12-month rolling sum of
natural gas. This fuel use limit corresponds to an annual capacity factor of 33%. Compliance
will be demonstrated through monthly records of the total annual rolling fuel usage. The
monthly fuel use will be determined by multiplying the actual natural gas consumption for
the Unit 6 CT in cubic feet by the energy content of the fuel obtained by supplier
specifications, or assumed to be a standard 1020 Btu/scf. Monthly fuel use will be summed
for the most recent 12 months and compared to the 12-month rolling limit for the Unit 6 CT.

3.2 STARTUP/SHUTDOWN EMISSION LIMITS

The maximum hourly emissions for some pollutants differ from normal operation dLTring"
times of SUSD; therefore, separate limits for SUSD are required. A limit on the total annual
operating hours of SUSD is proposed for the Unit 6 CT. Pound per event emission estimates
based on worst case vendor data are converted to annual hours of SUSD using a worst case
estimate of annual SUSD events. Using this method, a limitation of less than or equal to 260
operating hours of SUSD per year is proposed. Compliance will be demonstrated for the
annual hours of SUSD events limitation by tracking the annual operating hours of SUSD
events.

Normal operating mode for the Unit 6 CT is considered to be operation at 50 percent or
greater of the maximum potential load based on ambient conditions at the time of operation
when combusting natural gas. An event is defined as a period of operation outside of normal
operating mode, including startup, shutdown, and malfunction. A startup event begins when
fuel flow to the combustion chamber starts, and ends when the control parameter
"L30OUT_ALM" reads "False". A shutdown event begins when the control parameter
"L30OUT_ALM" reads "True", and ends when fuel flow to the combustion chamber ceases.

Xcel Energy is proposing that the SUSD limit listed above will not be in effect until after
shakedown occurs for Unit 6.

The Project shakedown is defined as the period of time commencing on the day of initial
start-up of Unit 6 and terminating on the earlier of the following three dates:

1. 180 days after initial start-up of Unit 6, or
2. 60 days after achieving maximum production of Unit 6, or

Submittal of successful Compliance Test and CEMS Certification reports of Unit 6.

3.3 COMBUSTION TUNING LIMITS

The maximum hourly emissions for some pollutants differ from normal operation during
combustion tuning; therefore, separate limits are proposed for combustion tuning.

WENCKW
October 2015 3-1 Responsive partner. Exceptional outcomes.
N:\Technical\0212 Xcel\0005\Alr Permittlng\Text\Xcel BD Major Amendment App Text 10-15-2015.docx



Combustion tuning is the operation of the Unit 6 CT for performance tuning operations after
a unit overhaul, or as part of routine maintenance and testing, after the CT shakedown is
complete. A NOx limit of less than or equal to 100 ppm by volume at 15 percent oxygen on
a dry basis using a 1-hour average is proposed for tuning operations. This limit applies only
during combustion tuning, and to the stack/vent for the Unit 6 CT. The NOx CEMS will be
used to determine compliance with the proposed limit. Combustion tuning operating hours
will be limited to less than or equal to 25 hours per year on a 12-month rolling sum basis
for the Unit 6 CT.

3.4 TOTAL FACILITY SO2 DATA REQUIREMENT RULES

In order to address total facility compliance with the SO2 data requirement rules, an SO2
limit for the total facility is also included in this major amendment permit application. It is
proposed that the total facility annual emissions of SO2 be limited to less than or equal to
100 lbs SO2 per year. Compliance will be demonstrated through annual emissions inventory
reporting. This limit and compliance demonstration is not related to the Unit 6 CT Project,
but is incorporated into this amendment as a separate total facility CD-01 form in Appendix
A.
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4.0 Emission Calculations

This section discusses the emissions associated with the individual emission units that will

be installed as part of the Project, as well as the contemporaneous past actual emissions
associated with the previously decommissioned coal-fired plant, and contemporaneous
potential to emit associated with the previously installed EU 029 auxiliary boiler. This
discussion supplements the emission calculations provided in Appendix B. The Project will
Include the following emission unit groupings:

A. Natural Gas-Fired Simple Cycle Combustion Turbine
B. Natural Gas Piping Components

4.1 COMBUSTION TURBINE

Operational and emissions data have been provided and analyzed for the GE F-Class
turbine. This data includes operational and emissions data for natural gas, different load
scenarios, various ambient temperatures, and operating scenarios. The data also includes
SUSD emissions cases. The calculations based on the worst-case operational and emissions
data calculations have been included in Appendix B, and are discussed below.

Potential total PM (PM, PMio, and PM2.5), NOx, CO, and VOC emissions were calculated using
the worst-case emission rates derived from the GE turbine vendor data including all ambient
temperatures, and all load and operating scenarios. The emission values represent the
calculated maximum controlled emissions from data at ambient conditions for the simple
cycle system. SO2 emissions rates were not provided by the vendor, and were calculated
using an AP-42 Section 3.1 "Stationary Gas Turbines" (rev 04/00) Table 3.1-2a emission
factor. This emission factor assumes 100% sulfur conversion to SO2 for a worst case.
Sulfuric acid mist emissions were determined using EPRI's "Estimating Total Sulfuric Add
Emissions from Stationary Power Plants" (03/12) document. This method is demonstrated in
the emissions calculations included in Appendix B.

Annual NOx, CO and VOC emissions from the GE manufactured CT include the contribution
of emissions from SUSD events. The lb/event values were determined using the highest
lb/event value at 50% load at the lowest ramp speed from startup and shutdown events.
The annual emissions were then calculated based on the estimated worst case annual
number of events and the duration of each event. These SUSD emission quantities were
added to steady state emissions for the remaining operating hours of the year, given a 33%
annual capacity factor, which corresponds to the proposed fuel usage limit for Unit 6.
Additional information on the calculation methodology is provided in the data calculation
sheets included in Appendix B. Limits on the annual hours of SUSD events for the proposed
Unit 6 are discussed in Section 3, and are included In the Forms in Appendix A.

Greenhouse gas emissions are based on emission factors from 40 CFR Part 98 Subpart C
(GHG Mandatory Reporting Rule, Combustion); converted from kg/MMBtu to Ib/MMBtu
based on 2.2046 lb/kg. Global warming potentials (GWP) conversion factors are from Table
A-1 to Subpart A of Part 98—Global Warming Potentials. Annual emissions include the
proposed fuel use limit for the unit.
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Hazardous air pollutant (HAP) emissions were calculated using the maximum manufacture
heat input capacity and emission factors taken from AP-42, Chapter 3.1 "Station Gas
Turbines" (4/00), except the emission factor for hexane, which was taken from 1.4 "Natural
Gas Combustion" (07/98). Annual emissions include the proposed fuel use limit for the unit.

4.2 NATURAL GAS PIPING

As mentioned previously, natural gas is currently metered and delivered to the site via
pipeline, and additional piping will be installed for the Unit 6 CT. Greenhouse gas fugitive
emissions from the natural gas pipeline system (FS 018) will be modified to include
emissions associated with the addition of the Unit 6 CT. The emissions for the total facility
fugitive emissions will include the existing Unit 5/2 and Unit 6, and net increases from U6
will be taken into account in netting calculations. The fugitive components for Units 3 and 4
have been previously decommissioned and are not included in the total facility calculation.
The FS 018 emissions increase associated with Unit 6 are calculated as maximum potential
to emit based on continuously full pipes for a conservative approach, while existing Unit 5/2
emissions are calculated as past actual emissions.

Greenhouse gas emission factors are provided for valves, flanges/connectors, relief valves,
and open-ended lines in 40 CFR Part 98 Subpart W "Mandatory Reporting of Greenhouse
Gases: Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems; Final Rule" Table W-7.

4.3 MAJOR MODIFICATION DETERMINATION

As mentioned above, if emissions of one or more regulated pollutants from a project at an
existing major facility exceed the major modification thresholds, the project Is subject to
PSD review. The definition of major modification under 40 CFR Part 52.21(b)(2)(i) is the
following:

Major modification means any physicai change in or change in the method of
operation of a major stationary source that wouid resuit in: a significant
emissions increase (as defined in paragraph (b)(40) of this section) of a
reguiated NSR poiiutant (as defined in paragraph (b)(50) of this section); and
a significant net emissions increase of that poiiutant from the major
stationary source, (emphasis added)

Based on Step 1 of the PSD applicability determination, limited potential emissions of PM2.5,
NOx, CO, and carbon dioxide equivalent (C02e) exceed the PSD major modification
thresholds for the Project. This represents the first test of major modification.

Significant net emissions increase takes into account the project emissions as well as any
Increases or decreases In actual emissions that are contemporaneous with the project.
Therefore, Xcel Energy performed Step 2 of the PSD analysis to determine if the project is a
major modification. The analysis incorporated netting exercises which account for total
facility creditable contemporaneous decreases associated with the decommissioning of Unit
3 and 4 boilers, and Increases associated with the addition of an auxiliary boiler (EU 029).
Further discussion is provided for both the contemporaneous increases and decreases.
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4.3.1 Significant Emissions Increase Calculations

As mentioned above, the first step to determine if the Project is subject to PSD review is to
calculate the significant emissions increase. Three tests are available to determine PSD
applicability under this first step:

A Past actuai to future potential emissions;
A Past actual to future projected actual emissions; and
A Hybrid test for projects that include multiple types of emissions.

The Project involves the installation of new emission units and does not include modified or
repiacement units; therefore, the past-actual-to-future-potential test is applied to the new
Unit 6 CT emission unit as well as the associated modification of the natural gas pipeline
fugitive emissions increase.

4.3.2 Significant Net Emissions Increase Calculations

Significant net emissions increase takes into account the project emissions as weil as any
increases or decreases in actual emissions that are contemporaneous with the project. A
discussion of the contemporaneous emissions increase and decreases are discussed below.

4.3.2.1 Creditable Contemporaneous Emissions Decrease

An emissions decrease occurs when the baseline actual emissions from an emissions source
exceed its iimited future emissions. For a decrease to be creditabie the limitations on future
emissions must be enforceable as a practical matter. The creditable contemporaneous
emissions decrease for the Unit 6 CT is associated with the baseline emissions for Units 3
and 4 boiiers, which have been decommissioned. The baseline period for electric utility
generating units (EUSGUs) should be based on any consecutive 24-months within a period 5
years prior to a particular change. The consecutive 24-month period can be different for
each pollutant analyzed, but must be consistent among ail units analyzed for a particular
pollutant. For each pollutant regulated under PSD, a baseline period of January 2013 -
December 2014 was selected.

Past actual emissions were computed for the existing coal-fired boilers in order to be used
as part of the significant net emissions project test. Past actuai emissions were not included
for coal handling and fugitive sources. This is a conservative assumption. Ali emission
sources except for the diesel emergency generators, the existing screenhouse fire pump and
the existing combined cycle unit ("Unit 5/2") wili be decommissioned as a result of the
project. Unit 3 and 4 past actual emissions data for ail pollutants, except sulfuric acid mist
(H2SO4), was obtained from the 2013 and 2014 Air Emissions Inventory Review documents
submitted to the MPCA. Sulfuric acid mist emissions were estimated using EPRI's
"Estimating Total Sulfuric Acid Emissions from Stationary Power Plants" (03/12) document.
This method is demonstrated in the emissions caicuiations in Appendix B.

4.3.2.2 Creditable Contemporaneous Emissions Increase

An emissions increase occurs when a new emission source is installed, or when an existing
emissions source is modified during the contemporaneous period and this results in an
increase in emissions. Emissions increases from the project itself and emissions from units
that were previously subject to PSD are not included. All emissions increases that occur
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during the contemporaneous period are considered creditable. In 2015 an amendment
application for the EU 029 Auxiliary Boiler was submitted to the MPCA. This source Is
considered a creditable contemporaneous Increase. Values for emissions Increases from the
auxiliary boiler were obtained from potential to emit calculations contained In the minor
amendment application submitted In February, 2015.

4.3.3 Summary

Table 4-1 provides a summary of the PSD applicability test for the Project for the Unit 6 CT.
Emission calculations are provided In Appendix B. As shown below, the Unit 6 CT Project Is
not subject to PSD for any of the applicable pollutants. This analysis Is also shown on the
required forms In Appendix A.

Table 4-1 Indicates that the Project's net emissions Increases are less than the PSD major
modification thresholds for all pollutants for the Unit 6 CT. In order to maintain emission
below threshold values federally enforceable an annual fuel usage limit has been proposed
fof the CT as previously discussed.

Table 4-1 Unit 6 CT, GE Model Maj or Modification CaiculatIons
Pollutant CT Future

Limited

Potential

Emissions

(tpy)

NG Piping
Fugitive
Emissions

Net

Increase

(tpy)

Contemp
oraneous

Decrease

Unit 3 and

4 Boilers

(tpy)

Contemp
oraneous

Increase

Auxiliary
Boiler

(tpy)

PSD

Analysis
Step 2 Net
Increase

(tpy)

PSD Major
Modification

Threshold

(tpy)

PM 10.26 NA NA NA 10.26 25

PMin 10.26 NA NA NA 10.26 15

PM2.5 10.26 NA -56.7 1.58 -44.9 10

NO. 103.5 NA -6,127 6.67 -6,017 40
SO, 10.98 NA NA NA 10.98 40
CO 177.3 NA 213.3 17.5 -18.49 100
VOC 22.02 NA NA NA 22.02 40
Lead 1.58E-03 NA NA NA 1.58E-03 0.6
CO,e 3.78E+05 403 -1.60E+06 24,362 -1.20E+06 75,000
Asbestos NA NA NA NA NA 0.007

Beryllium NA NA NA NA NA 0.004

Mercury NA NA NA NA NA 0.1
Vinyl
chloride

NA NA NA NA NA 1

Hydrogen
sulflde

NA NA .. NA NA NA 10

Sulfuric acid

mist

1.35-03 NA NA NA 1.35E-03 7

Total

reduced

sulfur

NA NA NA NA NA 10

Reduced

sulfur

compounds

NA NA NA NA NA 10
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n

n 5.0 Ambient Air Quality Analysis

An air dispersion modeling analysis was performed for the proposed project. The purpose of
the modeling analysis was to demonstrate that the emissions from the facility would not
cause or contribute to a violation of the MAAQS and NAAQS and PSD increment standards.
Preliminary modeling was conducted to determine whether emissions from the proposed
project alone would result in any predicted maximum ambient concentrations of criteria
pollutants above the significant ambient impact levels.

According to Air Emission Permit No. 03700003-011, modeling was completed in April 1998
(24-hour and annual PMIO) and March 2002 (annual NOx). The modeling input parameters
from those analyses are documented in Appendix D to the permit. The permit states that:

For any changes that affect any modeled parameter or emission rate documented in
Appendix D, or are an addition to information documented In Appendix D, a
Remodeling Submittal requirement Is triggered. This Includes changes that do not
require a permit amendment as well as changes that require any type ofpermit
amendment

The proposed installation of the simple cycle combustion turbine (Unit 6) includes adding
new modeling parameters and emission rates, which triggers remodeling.

5.1 SIL ANALYSIS

A Significant Impact Level (SIL) analysis was completed as part of the proposed project.
Pollutants modeled in this SIL analysis were PMio and NO2. The modeled concentrations of
each pollutant were compared to their respective SIL value using High First High (HIH)
modeled impacts. The SIL modeling analysis was completed for the following averaging
periods with the following results:

Table 5-1 Class II Significant Impact Level Modeling Results
Modeled SILs

Pollutant
Averaging

Period

Impact
HIH

(pg/m^)

(pg/m^)
*As of

10/26/2010

Percent of

SIL (o/o)
Exceed

SIL?

Radius of Impact
(if exceeds SIL)

PMio
24-Hour 0.11 5 2.18 No ~

Annual 0.01 1 0.62 No —

NO2 Annual 0.07 1 6.57 No —

Based on the results above, further modeling is not required for PMio and NO2 NAAQS
because the impacts from the proposed project do not exceed the SIL.
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6.0 Applicable Requirements

The appllcable state and federal air quality regulations are summarized in this section. The
MPCA forms that identify ail applicable requirements are included as Appendix A.

6.1 PSD APPLICABILITY

The Project is not subject to PSD as discussed in Sections 1 and 4. A discussion of the
requested fuel use limit and compliance demonstration requirements is found in Section 3,
and CD-01 forms.

6.2 NATIONAL EMISSION STANDARDS FOR HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANTS
(NESHAPS)

The facility as currently permitted under Air Emissions Permit 03700003-011 is a major
source of HAPs. However, following the decommissioning of Units 3 and 4, the total
potential facility emissions are below major source thresholds for HAPs. The facility will
continue to be a minor source of HAPs following the Unit 6 project with the proposed fuel
use limit for the Unit 6 CT. There are no AREA source NESHAPs that are applicable to the
facility and proposed Unit 6. Adiscussion of the requested fuel usage limit and compliance
demonstration requirements is found in Section 3, and CD-01 forms.

6.3 NEW SOURCE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (NSPS)

The Project will have equipment subject to New Source Performance Standards (NSPS).
Highlighted NSPS outline all applicable requirements and are Included in Appendix A.2 of
this application. An overview of key requirements is given below.

6.3.1 NSPS Subpart KKKK

The proposed combustion turbine will be subject to 40 CFR 60 Subpart KKKK: Standards of
Performance for Stationary Combustion Turbines. According to the applicability of NSPS KKKK,
Unit 6 will be exempt from 40 CFR 60 Subpart GG: Standards of Performance for Stationary
Gas Turbines. The facility will install a NOx CEMS on Unit 6 in accordance with §60.4345, to
demonstrate compliance with the NSPS KKKK limits of 15 ppm, or 0.43 lb NOx/MWh, while
operating at greater than 75 percent of peak load, and at temperatures greater than 0 °F.
Compliance with the NSPS KKKK limits of 96 ppm, or 4.7 Ib/MWh will be demonstrated during
periods of operation at less than 75 percent of peak load, or at temperatures less than 0 °F.
Consistent total SO2 composition of the combustion fuel will be demonstrated either by fuel
purchase contract specifications, or through representative fuel sampling in accordance with
§60.4365.

6.3.2 NSPS Subpart TTTT

The proposed CT will be subject to 40 CFR 60 Subpart TTTT: Standards of Performance for
Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Based on this regulation, a heat Input based limit of 120 lb
C02/MMBtu is required for the CT as its net electric sales will be less than Its design efficiency
times its potential electric output and the unit will burn natural gas only (Table 2 of Subpart
TTTT). For facilities which only burn natural gas, a fuel of consistent composition that results in
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a consistent emission rate of 160 lb C02/MMBtu, the only necessary compiiance demonstration
is maintaining fuei purchase records as stated in §60.5520(d).

NSPS Subpart mm describes how to calcuiate net electric sales and potential electric
output. Xcel Energy performed the calculation to determine the net electric sales allowed
under this" regulation based on the design efficiency for Unit 6 times its potential electric
output. This value was then compared to the maximum net electric sales for the proposed
unit. The allowable percentage of maximum net electric sales Is greater than the annual
capacity factor corresponding to the proposed fuel use limit for the proposed Unit 6 GE
model CT. Therefore, the proposed fuel limit will ensure compliance that the net electric
sales will not exceed the design efficiency for Unit 6 times its potential electric output and
on-going calculations under Subpart mm are not required.

6.4 STATE RULES

6.4.1 Air Emission Standards

In addition to the generally applicable state requirements, the facility has equipment subject
to opacity standards. The proposed Unit 6 CT will be subject to Minnesota Rules 7011.2300
for Stationary Internal Combustion Engines (Generators). Unit 6 will comply with the
emission limits of 20 percent opacity, and 0.5 ib SO2 per MMBtu of actual heat input by
combusting only natural gas fuel and maintaining fuei purchase records.

6.4.2 Environmental Review

Xcei Energy will apply to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for a Site Permit in
accordance with the Minnesota Power Plant Siting Act (Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216E
and Minnesota Rules 7850). The Site Permit application will contain environmental
information as specified by Minnesota Rules 7850.1900, Subpart 3. Data and other
information on air impacts is one area that will be covered in the Site Permit application.

6.4.3 Air Emissions Risk Analysis

An AERA was not required as part of the Project. The purpose of the AERA is to assess the
potential health risk attributed to air emissions from a given source.

6.5 COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE MONITORING (CAM)

Compiiance Assurance Monitoring applies on a pollutant specific basis to emissions units
that:

1. Are subject to an emission limit or standard, and
2. use add-on pollution control to achieve compliance with the applicable limit or

standard, and
3. have pre-controlled potential emissions greater than the Part 70 major source

level for that pollutant.

Proposed pollution control equipment at includes low-NOx burners, which do not meet the
definition of add-on controls under the CAM regulation. Therefore, Unit 6 is not subject to
CAM.
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Figure 2-1 Facility Location Map
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