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On January 5, 2015 Northern States Power Company (NSP) filed an application
for protection of information. On November 25, 2015 Commission Public Utilities Division
Staff (Staff) filed its response to NSP's application. On January 29, 2016 NSP filed an
amended application for protection of information, also pursuant to North Dakota
Administrative Code Section 69-02-09-01, to protect certain trade secret information from
public disclosure. On August 11, 2016 Staff filed a response to the request,
recommending the Commission approve the request.

The information for which NSP seeks protection includes private customer data,
forecast data of annual system consumption and generation information with related
technical studies, forecasted capital and O&M cost details, and critical infrastructure
security data which have been marked as trade secret.

N.D. Admin Code North Dakota Administrative Code section 69-02-09-03 requires
that the commission staff shall examine the information and application, and file and serve
a response that includes a recommendation on whether the information qualifies for
protection.

Staff has reviewed the request of NSP for protection of information. Staff believes
the application satisfies the requirements of the law which allows the Commission to grant
protection of information in this proceeding. The Commission's process provides a
means for interested parties to review protected documents upon signing a nondisclosure
agreement.

The Commission concludes that NSP's amended application for protection of
information satisfy the requirements of the North Dakota Century Code for protection of
information that is the subject of this request.
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ORDER

The Commission orders the application of Northern States Power Company for
Protection of Information is GRANTED.
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