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5 7
1 BRENT BALDWIN, 1 A. College graduate.
2 a Claimant, of St. Thomas, North Dakota, called 2 Q. Okay. What college did you --
3 as a witness by the Attorney for Bremer Bank, 3 A. Mayville State.
4 National Association, being first duly sworn by 4 Q. And when did you graduate from
5 Joy Filipski, Court Reporter, a Notary Public 5 Mayville?
6 within and for the State of North Dakota, was 6 A. Ninety -- 1993,
7 examined and deposed on his oath as follows: 7 Q. what did you study at Mayville?
8 8 A. Business.
9 MR. SCHROEDER: I note this is the 9 Q. And then after you graduated from
10 date and time to where two depositions have 10 Mayville State, what did you do for a living?
11 been Noticed, one for Brent Baldwin and the 1 A. Went home and farmed.
12 other one for Baldwin Farms, Incorporated. 12 Q. Okay. During college, were you
13 And my understanding is Brent 13 also farming?
14 Baldwin's here to testify on behalf of Baldwin |14 A. VYes.
15 Farms, Incorporated, pursuant to that Notice, 15 Q. Okay. So when did you start
16 THE DEPONENT: Yes. 16 farming? '
17 17 A. 1990.
18 EXAMINATION 18 Q. And ever since 1990, you've --
19 B8Y MR. SCHROEDER: 19 that's what you've been doing is farming?
20 Q. Okay. Can you go ahead and state 20 A. Yes. ’
21 your name for the record? 21 Q. Okay. Any other work that you've
22 A. Brent Baldwin. 22 been involved in?
23 Q. Okay. And have you given a 23 A. I'ma licensed crop insurance agent
24 deposition before? 24 and I'm a basketball coach.
25 A. No. 25 Q. Okay.
' 6 8
1 Q. Okay. And you may have gone over 1 A. High school basketball.
2 this with your attorney, but I'11 just go over 2 Q. when did you start doing the crop
3 it with you as well. 3 insurance?
4 I'm going to be asking a series of 4 A. Nine -- oh. I don't know --
5 questions. If at any time you don't understand | 5 Q. Okay.
6 my question, please tell me and I can rephrase 6 A. -- when 1 started.
7 the question. 7 Q. Is that through a particular
8 If you answer my question, I'm 8 agency?
9 going to assume you understood what I was 9 A. 1 started at Farm Credit Services,
10 asking. 10 yes. o
" When I ask a question, please wait 11 Q. Is that who you're through stil1?
12 until I've completed my question before you - 12 A. No. '
13 start giving your response. 13 Q. Okay. Who -- what company are you
14 Please also state your answer 14 doing the crop insurance with?
16 orally, meaning, yes or no or -- not an uh-huh 15 A. Right now I'm under First United
17 And if you need to take a break, 17 Q. Okay. And how long have you been
18 please let us know and we can take a break. 18 with First United?
19 Okay. What is your age? 19 A. Seven years.
20 A. 45, 20 Q. Okay. And where is First United
21 Q. And what is your address? 21 based out of?
22 A. 8244 144th Avenue Northeast, St. 22 A. Out of Hoople, North .Dakota.-
23 Thomas, North Dakota. 23 Q. Okay. Then what is Baldwin Farm,
24 Q. Can you describe your educational 24 Incorporated? ’ )
25 background for me? 25 A. That's, that's one of our entities
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1 on the farm. 1 Baldwin, LeAnn Baldwin.
2 Q. And by “we", who are you referring 2 Q. Okay. 1In September of 2013, who,
3 to? 3 who was on the payroll at Baldwin Farms,
4 A. Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, is 4 Incorporated?
5 William, LeAnn Baldwin and myself. 5 A. Brian Robinson. Jeff Nelson.
6 Q. Okay. So you said that's one of 6 Janie Martinez.
7 the entities on the farm. What are some of the 7 Q. That was Jamie?
8 other ones? 8 A. Janie.
9 A. Brent Baldwin Farms. 9 Q. Jenie.
10 Q. And is that a corporation? 10 A. September?
1 A. No. 11 Q. Right.
12 Q. what is, what's Brent Baldwin 12 A. Be David Vile.
13 Farms? 13 I--
14 A. Sole proprietorship. 14 MR. GAUSTAD: If, if you can
15 Q. Any other entities? 15 remember the rest of them.
16 A. No. 16 A. I -- Steve Hartje.
17 Q. oOkay. Who's, who's William 17 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) How do you
18 Baldwin? 18 spell Hartje?
19 A. My father. 19 A. H-a-r-t-j-e.
20 Q. And who's -- was it LeAnn Baldwin? 20 Ernesto Dela Cru -- 1 -- oh, 1
21 A. Yes. ' 21 mean, I could go on.
22 Q. Okay. And who's that? 22 Ernesto Dela Cruz.
23 A. That's my mother. 23 I'd have to look to be sure, the
24 ~ Q. Does William have any nicknames? 24 rest. I just --
25 A. Buzz, 25 Q. Okay.
' 10 12
1 Q. Okay. So who are the, the 1 A. Various truck drivers.
2 shareholders of Baldwin Farms, Incorporated? 2 But those are my (indicating), sort
3 A. William, LeAnn, Brent. 3 of main people, the top three are.
4 Q. And can you -- who are the officers 4 Q. Okay. Do -- any of those people
5 for Baldwin Farms, Incorporated? 5 that you just listed, have any of them worked
6 A. William Baldwin's the president and 6 for you in the past 12 months?
7 Brent Baldwin's the vice president, LeAnn is 7 A. Yes.
8 secretary/treasurer. 8 Q. Okay. Would, would you say all of
9 Q. And then-directors, who are the g them? Less than all?
10 directors for Baldwin Farms, Incorporated? 10 A. Al
1 A. N --none -- or -- I don't -- no 1 Q. Okay.
12 one, I don't know. 12 A. I believe.
13 Q. Okay. Any other, any other 13 pavid Vile, no.
14 individuals besides yourself, William and LeAnn |14 Q. Okay. For September 2013, were
15 that are involved in the governance -- 15 there any differences from the current
16 A. No. 16 officers -- ‘
17 Q. Okay. Does Baldwin Farms, 17 A. No.
18 Incorporated, have any employees? 18 Q. -- of --
19 A. Yes. 19 And shareholders, any change in
20 Q. Okay. Who are the current 20 shareholders from September of 20137
21 employees? 21 A. No.
22 A. Year-roung? 22 Q. Okay. Then can you, can you
23 Q. Currently on your payroli? Who's 23 describe for me the, the business of the
24 on your payroll right now? 24 corporation, what, what the corporation --
25 A. Right now, William Baldwin, Brent 25 A. It's a, a farm.

RUTH ANN JOHNSON (701) 775-4082 Page 9to 12



BRENT BALDWIN 01/20/2016

13 15

1 Q. Okay. So it raises crops? 1 beets.

2 A. VYes. 2 Q. Then the, the pinto beans, after

3 Q. Okay. Does the corporation have 3 those were harvested, what did you do with

4 any partnerships it's engaged in? 4 them?

5 A. Yes. 5 A. Hauled them to a receiving station.

6 Q. Okay. And what are those 8 Q. And what receiving station was

7 partnerships? 7 that?

8 A. A limited partnership in sugar 8 A. 1In 20137

9 beets. 9 Q. Right.

10 Q. Okay. And then you, you had said 10 A. Cavalier Bean.

11 Baldwin Farms., So yourself, also, is engaged 11 Grand Forks Bean.

12 in farming. 1Is that concurrent with Baldwin 12 Q. So you hauled some to Cavalier Bean
13 Farms? Can you describe for me how that 13 and some to Grand Forks Bean?

14 relationship works? 14 A. Yes.

15 A. We farm together. We have separate 15 Q. Okay. Any reason that you, you
18 parcels of land. Everything's kind of split 16 took some to Cavalier Bean and some to Grand
17 up. Equipment's half-and-half, stuff like -- 17 Forks Bean?

18 we just have a pro -- everything's prorated, 18 A. The reason I brought beans to
19 We farm together, my dad and 1. 19 Cav -- Grand Forks Bean was because ] was -- I
20 Q. So you, you make decision of what 20 had a nice contr -- a price, nice price,

21 you're going to raise on your land and Baldwin 21 contract on them.

22 Farms, Incorporated, makes the decision, what 22 Q. You had a written contract on them?
23 they're going to raise on the .Baldwin Farms, 23 A. 1 do have one, yeah.

24 Incorporated, land? 24 Q. Okay.
25 A. 1 make the decision for both. 25 A. 1t was over the phone.

‘ . 14 ' ' o 16

1 Q. Okay. So, so are you the one 1 Q. Okay. tet's talk about Baldwin

2 that's, that's primarily making the decisions 2 Farms, Incorporated. What crops did Baldwin

3 for Baldwin Farms, Incorporated? 3 Farms, Incorporated, --

4 A. Yes. . 4 A. wheat.

5 Q. Okay. And then in September of 5 Q. And this is for 2013, this is what

6 2013, would that be true, too? 6 they grew?

7 A. Yes. . 7 A. (No verbal response.)

8 — Q. oOkay. So, so the.-- can you 8 Q. Okay.

9 describe for me the role that your dad, 9 A. Soybeans, pinto beans, sugar beets.
10 William, takes in, in the operations of Baldwin |10 Q. And then the pinto beans that- were
11 Farms, Incorporated? 11  harvested for Baldwin Farms, Incorporated,
12 A. He oversees everything. If there's 12 what, what happened to those?

13 something of his concern, it will be brought to |13 A. Delivered to the receiving station.
14 my attention. 14 Q.  Which receiving stations?
15 Q. oOkay. So is, is William involved 15 A. Cavalier Bean and Grand Forks Bean.

i he decisions abg marketing ceooe o ool ARG s Ad M A ES RGN Gua faikit e

A. We discuss them, yeah, together. pintos delivered to Cavalier and others

18 Yep. 18 delivered to Grand Forks Bean?
19 Q. Any other persons at Baldwin Farms, 19 A. We had a, an agree -- a contract
20 Incorporated, that's involved in making 20 with Grand Forks Bean.
21 decisions about crop marketing? 21 Q. oOkay. By "we", who do you -- who
22 A. No. 22 are you referring to?
23 Q. Okay. So for, for yourself 23 A. Myself and Baldwin Farms.
24 individually, what crops did you grow in 20137 24 Q. Okay. So you had a, an agreement
25 A. Wheat, pinto beans, soybeans, sugar 25 with yourself and Baldwin Farms or there was
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1 two separate agreements? 1 A. No.
2 A. I had an agreement with Grand Forks 2 Q. Can you explain for me how --
3 Bean that I would deliver a certain amount of 3 where, where you received a copy of this
4 beans coming from Brent Baldwin and Baldwin 4 document from?
5 Farms. 5 A. I don't remember.
6 Q. Okay. Do you recall what the 6 Q. Okay. And if you look at the first
7 amount was? 7 page of that claim, it says that those were
8 A. 45 cents. 8 contained in your files. Do you see that on
9 Q. Okay. And how many, how many beans 9 the first page of the claim document, after
10 was that for? 10 paragraph 27
11 A. 3,000, Hundredweight. 3,000 bags. 1 A. They were in my file?
12 (Whereupon, Deposition Exhibit No. 12 Q. I was just asking. Do you see that
13 39, Baldwin, was marked for identification.) 13 on, on -«
14 Q. {By Mr. Schroeder) I'l1 show you 14 A. Oh,
15 what's been marked as Deposition Exhibit 39. 15 Q. -- paragraph 2, where it says that
16 It's titled: Claim of Brent Baldwin. Are you 16 you're -- Brent Baldwin submits with this
17 familiar with that document? 17 claim, -- '
18 A. Yes. 18 A. Okay, okay.
19 Q. Okay. And turning to the third 19 Q. -- copies of receipts --
20 page of that. Is that -- that's your 20 A. Yeah, I read it.
21 signature -- 21 Q. -- and other evidence for beans
22 A. Yes. 22 contained within his files that are attached as
23 Q. -- on there? 23 Exhibit A?
24 Okay. " And can you read that, that 24 A. Yes.
26 phrase after that paragraph number 6?7 What 25 Q. Okay. So was this dry bean crop --
18 ‘ 20
1 does that say there? 'f 1 contract 1001, that was something that was in
2 A. Brent Bald -- Brent Baldwin,-being 2 your files? ' '
3 duly sworn upon oath, deposes and states that 1 3 A. Yes.
4 have read the above claim and to the best of my 4 Q. Okay. And s0, so how did this dry
5 knowledge, believe, believe the contents to be 5 bean contract end up in your files, do you
6 true and correct. 6 know?
7 "Q. Okay. So ldoking at the front of 7 A. 1'm assuming it was mailed to me or
8 that claim document, is, is it your 8 brought back by a truck driver. ‘
9 understanding you're, you're claiming you're 9 Q. Mailed to you, mean, to -- mailed
10 owed on 2,220.36 hundredweight of pintb beans? 10 to you by Grand Forks Bean?
1 A. Yes. ' 11 A. VYes.
12 Q. Okay. I'1l have you turn to, it's 12 Or more than 1ikely brought back by
13 the fourth page in. 13 a truck driver.
14 We were just talking about a, a, an 14 Q. Okay. Is that something that'd
15 agreement. Is this the agreement you were 15 happened in the past, that truck drivers had
16 referring to for 45 cents? 16 re -- exchanged documents regarding settling
17 A. Yep. Yes. 17 beans with --
18 Q. Okay. And at the top there, can 18 A. Usually not, no.
19 you -- it, it says: Brent Baldwin., Is that 19 Q. Okay.
20 right? 20 A. The only thing truck drivers bring
21 A. Yes. 21 back are scale tickets usually.
22 Q. Okay. Was there a reference to 22 Q. And the rest of that Exhibit A,
23 Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, on there? 23 were -- are those the scale tickets you'd be
24 A. Nope. 24 referring to?
25 Q. Okay. 25 A. Yes,

RUTH ANN JOHNSON (701) 775-4092
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1 Q. Okay. How, how would you 1 Q. Okay.
2 differentiate between your loads that were 2 A. 1've never seen him sign his name.
3 Brent Baldwin or Baldwin Farms when, when 3 Q. Do you have any other -- and
4 they're getting shipped down to Grand Forks 4 then -- strike that.
5 Bean? 5 The, the box below that, where it
6 A. The, when they left the field, the 6 says: The contract is not protected by North
7 truck driver's told what name to put them in. 7 Dakota statutory warehouseman's bond coverage
8 Q. Okay. These scale tickets that are 8 1in the event of buyer's insolvency.
9 at Exhibit A, is there any, any issue that any 9 Would you agree there's an S.H.
10 of these should be Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, |10 noted in that box?
11 and not under Brent Baldwin? 11 A. There is.
12 MR. GAUSTAD: 1Issue, as far as 12 Q. Okay. Do you have any other
13 what? 13 employees besides Steve that would have the
14 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Meaning, any 14 dinitials S.H.?
15 claims that, that they're miscategorized? 15 MR. GAUSTAD: Ever?
16 A. 1 see no reason, no. 16 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) In September of
17 Q. Okay. I'11 have you turn to, it's 17 2013, do you have any -- would you have had any
18 labeled Exhibit B, within this Deposition 18 other employees with the initials S.H., besides
19  Exhibit 397 19 Steve? o
20 Can you describe for me what this 20 MR. GAUSTAD: 1If you can remember.
21 document is? 21 A. I, 1 can't remember, no, I can't
22 - MR, GAUSTAD: If you know. 22 remember of any, no.
23 A. I can read it. 23 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) - Okay. So
24 It's a Price Later Marketing 24 Steve's the only one you recall?
25 Agreement. 25 A. Right now, yes. -
22 ‘ " 24
1 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Okay. Do you 1 Q. Okay. Would you. have payroll
2 know when the, the first time you seen this 2 records for September of 2013 --
3 document? 3 A. Yes.
4 A. Other than today? I saw.it in a, 4 Q.. -- ayailable?
5 1in a stack of papers (indicating) like this 5 : Okay. Who has: these records?
6 from Dan. , 6 A. 1 would.
7 Q. I'11 have you look down at the 1ine 7 Q. Okay. Would any accountants have
8 where it says, up towards the bottom, where it 8 those for either Baldwin Farms --
9 says: Grower, -- : 9 A.  They're all at the farm.
10 A. Yep. : 10 - Q. Okay. For the employees who -- do -
11 Q. -- and there's Brent Baldwin 11 you have any employees personally?
12 written above there. Is that -- did you write |12 A. Yes.
13  that on there? 13 Q. Okay. How would you personally pay
14 A. No. 14 those employees?
15 Q. 15 A. Hourly,

‘Then it says: By, and

Okay .

here pme . _1ook: Q..0e KB oSl AL LE ol 8 il b
117 after. Do youvsée that? (17*wyou pay your emp1oyees; and this fgihggain,

18 A. I do see it. 18 this is on the personal side, by check or cash?
19 Q. Okay. Where -- after it says: B8y, 19 A. oh.
20 do you recognize that signature? 20 Well, now -- one by check, the rest
21 A. 1 don't recognize the signature. 21 are direct deposit.
22 Q. Okay. That wouldn't be Steve 22 Q. Okay.
23 Hartje's signature? 23 A. 1 --
24 A. I would say it'd be close to that, 24 Q. In September of 2013 you were using
25 vyeah. 25 direct deposit, too?

LawSaotienbat.q » g
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1 A. Oh. 1 Where we at?
2 How far back does that go? 2 MR. SCHROEDER: December 19, --
3 I do not know if 1 went back that 3 MR, MORLEY: Oh, '14.
4 far. 4 MR. SCHROEDER: -- 2014,
5 Q. oOkay. What, what bank is the 5 MR. MORLEY: Okay. A1l right.
6 account with those payroll payments would be 6 Thanks.
7 coming out of? 7 {(Whereupon, Deposition Exhibit No.
8 A. Are you talking about Brent 8 40, Baldwin, was marked for jdentification.)
9 Baldwin? 9 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) A1l right.
10 Q. For Brent Baldwin. 10 I'11 show you what's been marked as Deposition
11 A. First United. 11 Exhibit 41.
12 Q. Okay. Where is First United -- 12 COURT REPORTER: 40.
13 A. Grafton. 13 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Is --
14 Q. -- at? 14 COURT REPORTER: 40,
15 Okay. And that's, in September of 15 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Deposition
16 2013, that's the bank you were using? 16 Exhibit 40, excuse me.
17 A. Yes. 17 That's titled: Claim of Baldwin
18 Q. Okay. Then about -- for Baldwin 18 Farms, Incorporated.
19 Farms, Incorporated, what -- how did they pay 19 Are you familiar with that
20 their employees in September of 20137 20 document?
21 A. Check. 21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Okay. And what bank was that 22 Q. And on the third page, it's, it
23 account with that those -- 23 says it's signed by the corporation, acting
24 A. Choice Financial. 24 through Buzz Baldwin. And that's, that's
25 Q. 1'11 have you look at the first 25 William Baldwin, right?
26 28
1 page of that claim? 1 A. Yes.
2 Do you see where it says: Brent 2 Q. Okay. But this is something you're
3 Baldwin asserts the date of insolvency of 3 familiar with as well?
4 defendant, Grand Forks Bean Company, 4 A. Yes.
5 Incorporated, occurred on or before December 5 Q. Okay. And so Baldwin Farms,
6 19, 20147 6 Incorporated, is asserting it's, it's got a
7 A. I, I see that, yes. 7 claim against Grand Forks Bean Company for
8 Q. Okay. So what date would you 8 1,005.71 hundredweight of pinto beans. Is that
9 assert that is the insolvency of defendant, 9 right?
10 Grand Forks Bean Company? 10 A. Yes,
11 MR. GAUSTAD: Well, I'm going to 11 Q. Okay. I'll have you turn to that
12 object, because it calls for a legal 12 Exhibit A of the -- Deposition Exhibit 40.
13 conclusion. 13 Is that document within the files
14 To the extent you know. 14 of Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, this Price
15 THE DEPONENT: Extent I know? 15 Later Marketing Agreement?
16 MR. GAUSTAD: Yeah. 16 A. Yes.
17 A. Somebody tell me the date and I'11 17 Q. oOkay. And how did that document
18 tell you. I mean, or -- 18 get in the files of Baldwin Farms,
19 MR. GAUSTAD: If you don't know, 19 Incorporated?
20 then that's fine, -- 20 A. 1 believe it came back with a truck
21 A. Idon't -- 21 driver.
22 MR. GAUSTAD: -- too. 22 Q. Do you know which truck driver?
23 A. -- know. 23 A. For sure, no, but I'm going to
24 MR. MORLEY: What was the date 24 assume Steven Hartje.
25 again? That he said? Was it -- 25 Q. And then the rest of that Exhibit
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1 A, are those the scale tickets that would 1 if you can re -- know.
2 constitute the, the beans that were delivered 2 A. I don't know the date.
3 for Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, in September 3 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Okay. And then
4 of 20137 4 the, the scale tickets that are part of that
5 A. Looks like. 5 Exhibit A to Exhibit 40.
6 Yes, it does. 6 How did those end up in the, the
7 Q. And then the last page of that 7 records of Baldwin Farms, Incorporated?
8 Exhibit A, can you tell me what that document 8 A. They are Baldwin Farms' beans.
9 is? 9 Q. Okay. Did the drivers bring those
10 A. That was the check we got for the 10 back from --
11 first 3,000 bags. 11 A. Yes.
12 Q. And by "we", who are, who are you 12 Q. -- the facility?
13 referring to? 13 Other than the documents that are
14 A. Baldwin Farms. 14 attached to each of those claims, do you,
15 Q. Okay. 15 1individually, do you have any other documents
16 A. Or -- Baldwin Farms, Brent Baldwin. 16 showing beans being sold or stored at Grand
17 Q. Okay. And is that based on that 17 Forks Bean Company, Incorporated?
18 phone agreement that you had with Todd? 18 A. No.
19 A. VYes. 19 Do not.
20 Q. Okay. That, that, and referencing 20 Q. Okay. And the same question for
21 that agreement that's attached to the claim of 21 Baldwin Farms, Incorporated: other than the
22 Brent Baldwin? 22 documents attached to the, the claims, those --
23 A. That is right, correct. 23 Deposition Exhibit 40 and 39, any other
24 Q. Okay. So that's what this, this 24 documents showing beans being sold or stored at
25 check stub, it looks 1ike, is, is referencing, 25 Grand Forks Bean Company?
' 30 ' ' 32
1 those 3,000 hundredweight? 1 A. No.
2 A. At 45, 2 Q. Okay. For the deliveries that were
3 Q. oOkay. 3 being made to Grand Forks Bean Company on your,
4 A. There's another Exhibit in that, 4 on your individual capacity, who was making
5 too. . 5 those deliveries in September of 20137
6 Under Brent Baldwin. 6 A. Employees of Baldwin Farms and
7 For the other 3,000 hundredweight. 7 Brent Baldwin.
8 Q. So be -- between the, the beans 8 Q. Did you personally make any
9 that were delivered for both yourself 9 deliveries?
10 individually and Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, 10 A. No.
11 you -- there's only been a payment made for 11 Q. Okay. Did you personally make any
12 3,000 hundredweight. Is that right? 12 for Baldwin Farms, --
13 A. Yeah, yes. , _ 13 A. No.
14 Q. Okay. I'11 have you turn to the -- 14 Q. .- Incorporated?
15 Exhibit B. 15 Okay. Do you know what employees
R \?é_p'." 20137
18 Q. Okay. What, what's the first date 18 A. Ernesto Dela Cruz.
19 that anyone for Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, 19 Janie Martinez. Steve Hartje.
20 reviewed this document? 20 Q. Any, any others?
21 MR. GAUSTAD: The one -- this 21 A. David Voil -- Vile,
22 Exhibit B? 22 And that's, that's all I can
23 . (By Mr. Schroeder} Exhibit B to 23 remember.
24 Exhibit 40. 24 Q. Okay.
25 MR. GAUSTAD: If you can remember, 25 A. 1 don't -- there's --
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1 Q. And would those same employees have 1 on those?
2 been the ones making deliveries for Baldwin 2 A. Well, usually it's -- well, it all
3 Farms, Incorporated? 3 depends, you Know.
4 A. They'd have been some of them, yes. 4 I guess I don't know.
5 Q. Okay. In September of twenty- -- 5 That's why 1 was asking.
6 A. Yes. [ Q. The phone conversation about that
7 Q. -- thirteen? 7 first 3,000, before they were delivered to
8 Okay. Did you have any discussions 8 Grand Forks Bean Company, who was that with?
9 with any of those employees after they'd 9 A. Todd McGurk.
10 delivered beans to Grand Forks Bean Company, 10 Q. Todd, okay.
11 Incorporated, in September of 20137 11 wWhat did you and Todd discuss?
12 MR. GAUSTAD: About what? 12 A. He asked if I'd be interested in
13 A. When they returned to the field, 13 bringing some beans to him at a 45-cents
14 asked for the scale ticket. 14 contract.
15 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Okay. Any 15 Q. So Todd contacted you and asked you
16 discussions about a Price Later Marketing 16 that?
17 Agreement or a contract with any of those 17 A. I don't remember which way 1t went.
18 drivers in September of 20137 18 And then he wanted a balance for
19 A. No. 19 overrage.
20 Q. What was the, the practice in 20 At a dollar over market.
21 delivering beans to Cavalier Bean 1in September 21 On the open.
22 of 20137 22 Q. what do you mean by -- can you
23 A. Truck drivers are told where to go 23 explain that for me?
24 with their load and whose name they were under. |24 ' A. I had a contract for 3,000 bags at
25 Q. Okay. That's the same for -- 25 45 and the balance, the additjonal 3,000 were &
‘ 34 ‘ 36
1 A. The sa -- 1 buck over market. At the time I was -- wanted
2 Q. -- those deliveries to Grand Forks 2 to sell.
3 Bean -- 3 And if you want to put that date
4 A. Same. 4 down, it was October of 2013, when they're at
5 Q. -- Company? 5§ 38 cents, so 1 should have got 39.
6 Okay. A1l right. So after the, 6 Q. And that was a conversation with
7 the beans, your individual, the Brent Baldwin 7 you individually or you for Brent Baldwin
8 beans were delivered to Grand Forks Bean 8 Farms, Incorporated, -- :
9 Company in September of 2013, describe for me 9 "A. When I --
10 the, the contacts you had with Todd McGurk 10 Q. -- as well?
11 regarding those pinto beans. 11 A. -- did the conversation, it was for
12 A. After they were delivered, there 12 Brent Baldwin and Baldwin Farms, because we
13 was contact probably within two weeks of 13 were going to deliver the beans together.
14 marketing the balance of the beans. 14 That's how we do things.
15 And then thereon after, every week 15 Q. Okay.
16 to two weeks. 16 A. And he'd just write two checks,
17 And: when are we getting the check 17 which was -- he knew.
18 for the first one? 18 Q. So after the delivery, you said
19 Q. what, what was your expectation for 19 there were -- there was about a two-week span
20 those first 300,000 -- or 3,000 hundredweight 20 there and then you contacted Todd McGurk.
21 of beans -- 21 After that initial contact, what
22 A. 45 cents, -- 22 other contact did you have?
23 Q. -- as to pay -- 23 A. By phone every two weeks to -- (no
24 A. -- they were on a contract. 24 further response.)
25 Q. Wwhen were you expecting to be paid 25 Q. And in those contacts, what would
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1 you, what would you discuss? 1 further response.)
2 A. Ask to sell my beans. 2 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Any, any
3 Q. On what terms? 3 written communications with Grand Forks Bean
4 A. At market. I mean, -- at -- I'd 4 after your, your beans were delivered in
5 just ask to cash out the balance of our beans. 5 September of 20137
6 Q. Okay. So you discussed like 6 A. No.
7 different, different prices for those or -- 7 Q. Any written communications between
8 what was the discussion? 8 Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, and Grand Forks
9 A. Ever since the first time, until 9 Bean, Incorporated, after Baldwin Farms' beans
10 probably December, he said: I‘m working on it. |10 were delivered in September of 2013?
11 I'm working on it. 11 A. No.
12 And there really wasn't any 12 Q. 1In discussing the -- your, your
13 discussion. . 13 pinto beans at Grand Forks Bean, any contact
14 And then all of the sudden, 14 other than Todd McGurk?
15 probably three months later, he said: oh, 15 A. (No verbal response.)
16 they've dropped to 36. 16 Q. That's kind of a clunky guestion,
17 Well, if they've dropped to 36, why 17 sorry.
18 aren't you selling my beans? 18 A. Time frame?
19 But he never sold my beans, so -- 19 Sorry.
20 Q. Okay. Three months after thay were 20 Q. So after the, the pinto beans were
21 delivered? 21 delivered to Grand Forks Bean, both yoursel --
22 A. Yeah, 22 your own and Baldwin Farms, Incorporated, did,
23 Q. Okay. So -- 23 did you discuss those pinto beans with anyone
24 A. Yes. 24 other than Todd McGurk at Grand Forks Bean
25 Q. -- that would be like the end 25 Company?
' ‘ 38 ' 40
1 of, -- 1 A. Until today?
2 A. January. 2 Q. Sure.
3 Q. -- end of 20137 3 A. Yes.
4 A. Uh-huh. 4 Q. Okay. Who else did you discuss
5 Q. So January 20147 5 those pinto beans with?
6 A. Yes. 6 A. Tad McGurk.
7 . Okay. - 7 Q. Okay. So only Todd and Tad?
8 MR. GAUSTAD: Are you asking about 8 A. Yes.
9 the subsequent conversations or what, what are 9 Q. Okay. And those discussions with
10 you -- because I'm confused. 10 Tad only started after Todd had passed away.
1 MR. SCHROEDER: He referenced three 11 Is that right?
12 months later, so I was asking what three 12 A. Yes.
13 months. : 13 Q. Okay. What were yaur discussions
14 MR. MORLEY: And I'm confused. Are 14 with Tad McGurk?
15 we still {a]king about the 3,000-bag contract? 15 A. If he was able to price our beens.
’ B s s s ion Dot ’ T — BidmitiRlinii ot famti-inb ot iinamarcrl s
17 THE DEPONENT: That was done. 17 Todd redelivery of your beans?
18 That's done and -- 18 A. Yes.
19 MR. MORLEY: That's -- 19 Q. Okay. When did you have those
20 THE DEPONENT: -- sealed. 20 discussions with Todd?
21 MR. MORLEY: -- done. 21 A. Never.
22 THE DEPONENT: I'm talking about 22 Q. Okay. When did you have
23 the balance, the 3,000 bags that we're still 23 discussions with Tad?
24 talking about. 24 A. Dec -- end, end of November,
25 That I still have at -- or -- (no 25 December of '14,
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1 Q. When you had those discussions, 1 don't see a, a dollar amount referenced in
2 what was Tad's response? 2 there. What, what dollar amount do you believe
3 A. Oh. 1 don't know how -- 3 you're owed on those 2,220.36 hundredweight?
4 The conversation went: Tad, are 4 A. 1 started -- I wanted to sell at 38
5 you able to market our beans? 5 plus a dollar on my contract. That's when 1
6 I'm not a bean marketer, I'm a 6 wanted to start selling, yes.
7 grain marketer. 7 My, --
8 I said, I said: there's a market 8 Q. So --
9 out there, we're selling beans other places. 9 A. -- my contract says a bu -- plus a
10 That's not my -- it's not my f'ing 10 dollar.
11 problem. 1 Q. Okay. So you'd, you'd take this
12 1 said: then what do I need to do? 12 2,220.36 times $39 and figure out the math and
13 Can 1 come get my beans? 13  that's the amount that you would, you would
14 Come get your f'ing beans then. 14 want to be paid?
15 1 said: I'11 send my -- lined up 15 A. On that and the thousand. Under
16 there after dinner. 16 Baldwin Farms.
17 Fuck you, hung up, hung up on me. 17 Q1. Right. And we're --
18 Q. Do you, do you recall the, the date 18 A. Yes.
19 of that conversation? 19 Q. -- just talking about --
20 A. No. 20 A. Yes, I would, --
21 Q. Okay. But it would have been 21 Q. -- Brent Baldwin right now.
22 November, December -- 22 A. -- yes.
23 A, VYes. 23 Q. Okay. Well, let's talk about
24 Q. -- of 2014, in there? 24 Baldwin Farms. So on Exhibit 40, again,
25 Okay . _ 25 there's no dollar amount stated, so what dollar
42 44
1 A. And ever since that date, he 1 amount would you want to be paid for the, would
2 wouldn't talk to me, so -- 2 Baldwin Farms want to be paid for its claim?
3 Q. Okay. Did you discuss any kind of 3 A. 39.
4 redelivery fee at that time? 4 Q. 39 --
5 A. 1 called the PSC. They said that 5 A. 38, plus a buck,
6 it was $6. ] Q. Okay. So $39 times whatever
7 Q. Okay. So after the conversation 7 hundredweight Baldwin Farms has outstanding?
8 with Tad, that same day you called the -- 8 A. Yes.
9 A. Yeah. 9 Q. Okay. And, and that's based on a,
10 Q. -- Public Service Commission? 10 a market price in October 2013?
11 A. Yes. 11 A. Yes.
12 Q. Okay. And who did you talk to at 12 Q. Okay. How did, how did you figure
13 the Public Service -- 13 out that market price in October of 20137
14 A. Sue. 14 A. We were selling beans at that price
15 Q. -- Commission? 15 1in Cavalier.
16 Sue -- 16 Q1. Okay. For those beans you
17 A. Sue -- 17 delivered at Cavalier Bean in 2013, did you get
18 Q. -- Richter? 18 any other documents besides scale tickets?
19 A. -- Richter. 19 A. No.
20 Yeah. 20 Q. No, okay.
21 Q. And was redelivery the only thing 21 No other contracts related to those
22 you discussed with Sue that day? 22 beans?
23 A. Yes. How to get my beans out of 23 A. No.
24 there, yes. 24 Q. Okay. Any warehouse receipts
25 Q. Okay, Looking at Exhibit 39. I 25 related to those beans?
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1 MR. GAUSTAD: Well, I think you 1 those conversations with?
2 asked the question. Other than warehouse 2 A. 1 think all of them.
3 receipts. 3 Q. Okay. Well, what's the, the first
4 1 think you've asked and answered 4 one that you recall?
5 the, the question. 5 A. Duane Altendorf,
6 But go ahead. 6 Q. Okay. And when was that?
7 A. Oh. Aren't scale tickets the same? 7 MR. GAUSTAD: When was the first
8 Yeah. 8 conversation --
9 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) So just the 9 MR. SCHROEDER: Right.
10 scale tickets -- 10 MR. GAUSTAD: -- or --
11 A. I got -- 1 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) When was the
12 Q. -- is a1l you received? 12 first conversation with Duane Altendorf that
13 A. -- scale tickets, yes, 13 you recall?
14 Q. Okay. 14 A. I talk to Duane every day.
15 A. Yes. 15 First conversation about what --
16 THE DEPONENT: You think a guy 16 Q. About Grand Forks -- the pinto
17 could take a minute to -- 17 beans at Grand Forks Bean Company.
18 MR. SCHROEDER: Yeah. 18 A. How to get our money? Or how to
19 THE DEPONENT: -- use the restroom? 19 get our beans out of there or what -- the
20 MR. SCHROEDER: 1If you want to take 20 conversation about what?
21 a break, let's take five. 21 Q. Sure.
22 THE DEPONENT: Uh-huh, please. 22 A. We -- Duane and I talk about
23 MR. SCHROEDER: Yeah. 23 Grand -- I mean, Duane, Duane Altendorf and I
24 {Whereupon, a two-minute recess was 24 are neighbors and I do work for him, he does
25 taken.) ) 26 work for me. We, we kind of work together.
- - TS . Ty
1 MR. SCHROEDER: We'll go back on 1 Q. So the, the first time you and
2 the record. ) . 2 Duane talked about, about selling your beans at
3 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Do you have an 3 Grand Forks Bean after September of 20137
4 address for your employee, Steve Hartje? 4 A. October --
5 A. 1 do. 5 Q.. And --
6 Q. what is it? 6 A, -- 2013,
7 A. 1 don't have it with me. 7 Q. What was that discussion in October
8 Q. Okay. Do you have his phone 8 of 20137
9  number? ] A. Let's get rid of them.
10 A. I do. 10 Let's sell our beans in Grand
11 Q. Okay. What is it? 11 Forks,
12 A. (701) 520-3562. 12 So am I talking about Baldwin
13 Q. AT right. Since September of 13 Farms, Inc., too? Because I would have sold --
14 2013, have you had any written communications 14 I'm selling those, too.
15 15

with any of the other farmers that have filed

Roon amoan

A. written,

no.

17

18 Q. Okay. And that's same for Baldwin 18 there, but, yes, that would be the other one.
19 Farms, Incorporated? 19 Q. Okay.

20 A. Yes. , 20 A. Yep.

21 Q. Okay. Have you had any 21 Q. Any other farmers you've spoken to
22 conversations with any of the other farmers who |22 individually, not as a, a group, regarding
23 filed claims since September of 20137 23 Grand Forks Bean Company since September of
24 A. Yes. 24 20137

25 Q. Okay. And who, who have you had 25 A. I talked to Curt Amundson.

Q. Okay.
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1 Q. oOkay. And what did you talk about 1 {Whereupon, Deposition Exhibit No.
2 with Curt? 2 41, Baldwin, was marked for identification.)
3 A. How to find a market for our beans. 3 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) 1I'l1} show you
4 Q. And when was that conversation? 4 what's been marked Deposition Exhibit 41.
5 A. December of '14. I think. The end 5 Do you recognize that document?
6 of November '14. 6 A. Yes,
7 Q. So November or December of 2014? 7 Q. And that's an e-mail you sent to
8 A. Right. Yes. 8 Sue Richter at the Public Service Commission.
9 Q. And then there were a few, a few g Is that right?
10 meetings with substantially all of the, the 10 A. Yes.
11 farmers., Is that right? 11 Q. Okay. And were you sending that
12 A. Yes. 12 for both yourself and Baldwin Farms,
13 Q. Okay. And you attended those? 13 Incorporated?
14 A. Not all of them. 14 A. Yes.
15 Q. Okay. Which ones did you attend? 15 Q. Okay. And you would have sent that
16 A. 1 went to one at the restaurant in 16 on December 20 of 2014. 1Is that right?
17 East Grand Forks. 17 A. Yes.
18 Q. Okay. Do you recall when that was? 18 Q. Okay. Any written communications
19 A. 1 left early because the Bison were 19 with Sue Richter prior to that?
20 playing, so it was December, a Saturday in 20 A. Written, no.
21  December. 21 Q. Okay. Any phone calls with Sue
22 Q. And what was discussed at that 22 Richter prior to that, that you recall?
23 meeting? 23 A. Yes.
24 A. That we all had beans at Grand 24 Q. Okay. How many?
25 Forks Bean and there was no market -- or they 25 A. I thought I called her twice.
50 52
1 were doing nothing to se -- just kind of a 1 Q. Okay. Twice prior to December
2 group effort to see what we could and couldn't 2 20, --
3 do, to come up with a solution, : 3 A. she --
4 Q. Then the other meetings you recali? 4 Q. -- 20147
5 A. 1 think -- they were all relatively 5 A. -- called me back, that's what it
6 the same. I mean, what are we going to do. 6 was.
7 How are we going to market these beans. How 7 I think we played phone tag for a
8 can we help market these beans. What can we 8 Tittle while, o
9 do. 9 wWhat, what -~ sorry.
10 MR. MELLAND: Just for the record, 10 Q. Yeah,
11 Mr. Baldwin, to the extent that you 11 So in those phone calls, what did
12 participated in a meeting at my office with -- 12 you discuss with Sue? :
13 under my direction, -- ' 13 A. Re -- redelivery of beans.
14 THE DEPONENT: No, I -- 14 Q. okay. So this would be the first
15 MR. MELLAND: -- that -- 15 communication where you said you'd like to file
16 THE DEPONENT: -- did not. 16 a claim against Grand Forks Bean?
17 MR. MELLAND: Okay. 17 MR. GAUSTAD: I, I'm going to
18 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Okay. So has, 18 object as to, one, I don't know what you mean
19 has Mr. Melland ever been your attorney related |19 by a claim, I think it, I think it has some
20 to Grand Forks Bean? 20 1legal connotations to it, so it --
21 A. 1 was unable to make the meeting, 21 MR. SCHROEDER: I'm just reading
22 but 1 assumed he was. 22 the e-mail.
23 MR, MELLAND: Yes. 23 MR. GAUSTAD: I understand, but
24 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Okay. 24 you -- you've -- you're putting words in the
25 A. Yes. 25 witness's mouth here about this is the first
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1 time you've -- you contact -- talked to her 1 used cents yesterday, too.
2 about filing a claim. 2 A. 1It's $45 a bag, 45 cents a hundred.
3 So to the extent that, that it 3 Q. Gotcha.
4 requires some legal conclusion, I'd object to 4 And so tell me if I'm understanding
5 the -- 5 this correctly. At least looking through this,
6 You can answer it, if, if you can 6 as you were testifying, it was my impression
7 recall what was discussed. 7 that the check, which is the last page of
8 A. T only talked to Sue Richter about 8 Exhibit A of Exhibit 40 --
9 reloading beans. 9 MR. GAUSTAD: Which, which claim
10 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) Okay. 10 are you referring to?
11 MR. SCHROEDER: I think that's all 11 MR. ARMSTRONG: Well, that's why
12 the questions I had. 12 I'm going with the Exhibit Nos.
13 MR. ARMSTRONG: 1 have a few, Mr. 13 MR. GAUSTAD: Okay. The claim --
14 Baldwin. 14 Q. (By Mr. Armstrong) The --
15 15 MR. GAUSTAD: -- of Baldwin Farms.
16 EXAMINATION 16 Q. (By Mr. Armstrong) The claim of
17 BY MR. ARMSTRONG: 17 Baldwin Farms, Inc., which is Exhibit 40, has
18 @. Help me clarify just a couple 18 the check for $135,000 roughly.
12 things, but as I kind of understood your 19 But it seemed to me that, that was
20 testimony, both you personally and Baldwin 20 the payment for this dry bean contract 1001,
21 Farms, Inc., had some beans at Grand Forks Bean |21 which is Exhibit A to your ctaim. Is that --
22 from the. 2013 crop year? 22 am I correct on that or not?
23 A. VYes, 23 I can show you what I'm trying to
24 Q. And you were the person who dealt 24 say, too.
25 with Grand Forks Bean on your own behalf and on |25 A. This payment is al -. for this, -
. ) 54 56
1 behalf of Baldwin Farms, Inc.? 1 yes.
2 A. 1 did. 2 Q. So the -- s0 you're agreeing with-
3 Q. And it sounds to me 1ike you 3 me. This payment for 135,000 is for the dry
4 treated those kind of as a group, like when you 4 bean contract 10017
5 dealt on your behalf, you were also dealing on 5 A. Right.
6 behalf of Baldwin Farms, Inc. Is that fair? 6 Yes.
7 A. Yes. v 7 Q. Okay, And that payment was for the
8 Q. Did you treat your beans, other 8 full 3,000 hundredweight?
9 than ownership, I understand that, but did you 9 A. VYes.
10 make any requests or treat your, your personal 10 Q. Okay. I guess I'm trying to -- I
11 beans at Grand Forks Bean any different than 11 don't know if Mr. Hartje or -- if I'm saying
12 Baldwin Farms' beans? 12 that right, the --
13 A. No. , 13 A. Steve?
14 Q. Okay. And this is just a 14 Q. Yeah.
15 clarification, I, see, I'm, I'm not a farmer, 15

17 cents for beans and I think you said 45 cents.
18 And is that per pound?

19 A. 45 cents a hundred, yeah.

20 Q. Okay. And the reason I've asked is
21 Exhibit 39 has -- is the dry bean contract and
22 it says $45 per hundredweight.

23 THE DEPONENT: Back one.

24 Q. (By Mr. Armstrong) I'm just trying
25 to work out the terminology. Somebody else

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

oAy

A. Hartje, yeah.
0 WP

Marketfng Agrégagﬁt;nis théfM;EZE_;our
authorization --

A. No.

Q. -- both individually and on behalf
of Baldwin Farms, Inc.?

A. No.

Q. And why do you say that?
A. They’'re not supposed to sign any
documents for Brent Baldwin or Baldwin Farms.
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1 Q. 1 apologize for jumping around, but 1 A. I had --
2 that check for the 3,000 hundredweight for 2 Q. -- to and you, you couldn't --
3 approximately 135,000, is that the only payment 3 A. No.
4 you or Baldwin Farms received for the pinto 4 Q. -- or what?
5 beans? 5 A. They wouldn't -- they took them
6 A. Yes. 6 off.
7 MR. ARMSTRONG: That's all the 7 And beans come on the Board next --
8 questions I have. Thank you. 8 or they didn't have any contracts -- bean --
9 MR. MELLAND: No questions. 9 beans, beans come on the Board next fall at {5
10 10 to 25.
11 EXAMINATION 11 And they dropped again.
12 BY MR. MORLEY: 12 So --
13 Q. Mr. Baldwin, what was the market 13 Q. Okay.
i4 price for pinto beans 1n December of 20147 14 MR. MORLEY: A1l right, well, I
16 A. 13, 15 hope that makes sense to somebody. I, I don't
16 Q. '14. 16 have any other questions.
17 A. We start this year -- I would 17 MR. SCHROEDER: I have a follow-up
18 say -- 18 to that.
19 MR. GAUSTAD: If you know, 19
20 A. Do you, do you want an exact? I, I 20 EXAMINATION
21 don't know the exact. 21 BY MR. SCHROEDER:
22 Q. (By Mr. Morley} Just -- 22 Q. So have you reviewed the Public
23 A. 1can -- 23 Service Commission's report in this case?
24 Q. -- your -- give me your best 24 A. No.
25 estimate. 25 Q. No, okay.
" o 58 60
1 A. I'm't"r"y1ng to remember when I sold 1 THE DEPONENT: Was I supposed to?
2 beans. : 2 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) The, the report
3 If you -- : 3 is, is claiming as of December 19, 2014, the
4 MR. GAUSTAD: Don't, don't 4 price would be twenty -- $23 per hundredweight.
5 speculate or don't guess. 5 Do you have anything to dispute
6 A. I, I -- honestly, I can't tell you 6 the, the price of $23 per hundredweight?
7 for sure. I could speculate. 7 A. On when?
8 "1 can*t tell you for sure. 8 Q. December 19, 2014.
9 Q. (By Mr. Morley) Speculate. g MR. GAUSTAD: Dispute -- in what
10 MR. GAUSTAD: With that 10 context? Dispute with respect to his claim?
11 understanding, it's, it's speculation. 11 Dispute --
12 MR. MORLEY: Yeah, it's, it's a 12 Q. (By Mr. Schroeder) What facts
13 deposition. ' : 13 would you have to dispute that?
14 A. I would say -- 14 A. The beans are -- well, they're,
15 MR. GAUSTAD: I understand. 15 they're going to dock -- well, so are you
16 THE DEPONENT: Can I answer? 16 saying -- is that what the market price was or
17 MR. GAUSTAD: If you need -- to the 17 s that what --
18 best of your ability to -- 18 What I'm saying is, if you have --
19 A. To the best of -- 19 we had -- for every year you hold a bean, you
20 Q. (By Mr. Morley) With the -- 20 lose a buck.
21 A. To the best of my knowledge, at the 21 Why? Discolor.
22 end of that year I tried to get a 28-cent 22 That's why, try to get rid of them
23 contract, contrac'ft. 28 cents. 23 and then it's their problem.
24 Q. 28 cent%. 24 You, you know, you get a little
25 You, ygﬁ‘wtried e me 25 leery about storage issues, the color.
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1 You know, beans aren't very good to 1 I, BRENT BALDWIN, do hereby certify
2 handle in the winter in North Dakota. Because 2 that the foregoing 62 pages contain a full,
3 of cracking and stuff like that. 3 true and correct transcript of the testimony as
4 Q. Is it -- so would you agree or 4 g1:ven by me ?t the.aforesaid time and place
5 disagree with 23 cents per hundredweight in 2 :1220;2:2:::;:":; ;;e::)s/l as noted on the
6 December of 20147 7
7 A. T don't think I'11 comment. 8
8 Because I don't -- no, I -- no.
9 Q. You don't know? 9
10 A. I don't know. Brent Baldwin
11 Q. Okay. 10
12 MR. SCHROEDER: That's all. 11
13 MR. GAUSTAD: A1l right. 12
14 Nothing? 13 Dated this day of , 2016,
15 MR. ARMSTRONG: Nothing. 14
18 15
17 EXAMINATION 16
18 BY MR. MORLEY: :;
19 Q. That would be pretty close to your 19
20 speculation? You said you couldn’t get 28. 20
21 23, I mean, we're, wa're in the ballpark? 21
22 MR. GAUSTAD: Well, are we arguing 22
23 or are we asking? ‘ 23
24 Q. (By Mr. Morley) No, are we? 24
25 Right? Are we in the ballpark? From your 25 )
% 1 NOTARY -REPORTER 'S CERTIFI?:A(?I":EA
! speculation. 2 STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
2 A. In 20147 ) ss
3 Q. Yes, sir. 3 COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS )
4 A. 1In 2014, I would speculate you are. ]
Z a. 3;‘:"'&0&% That's all. sir. 5 I, JOY FILIPSKI, a Notary Public within and
S ’ 6 for the County of Grand Faorks and State of
7 Thank you. 7 North Dakota, do hereby certify:
8 MR. GAUSTAD: You have a right to 8 That prior to being examined. the
0 read and review. She's very good and others 9 afore-named witness was by me sworn to testify
10 have waived, but we'll go ahead and, and, and :(1) ::&;':Mh' the whole truth, and nothing but the
11 read. 12 That said deposition, consisting of 62
12 THE DEPONENT: Okay. 13 pages of typewritten materials, was taken down
13 COURT REPORTER: Thank you. 14 by me in Stenotype at the time and place
3 (roraupon, th dsporttionves |12 {1eTe e, e s sreafer reeed
15 concluded at 2:20 o'clock p.m.) 17 I further certify that I am neither related
16 g of tha.pnartis QLAEE )00 ntorostod
_________ i Tty -
18 25 Boy o2
19 21 Qﬁ. 24
20 22 }\{?
21 k\" "‘J ‘
22 e < . /b/
s JOY FILIP N
,23 24 STAT'EOJ::;:;,H apgaForkg\Qounty . North Dakota
24 vy Commission Expires OCTOBER 30, 2020
25 DPwvrwwwws ;

RUTH ANN JOHNSON (701) 775-4092
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA IN DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF GRAND FFORKS NORTHEAST CENTRAL JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Public Service Commission,
Civil No. 18-2015-CV-00240

Plaintiff,

CLAIM OF
BRENT BALDWIN

-vs-
Grand Forks Bean Company, Inc.,

Defendant..

PSC Case No. GE-15-36

[1]1 Brent Baldwin asserts a claim in the above-entitled proceeding, based upon his quantity
of 2,220.36 hundred weight (cwt.) of beans, for the market price of said beans prevailing on the
date of the insolvency of Defendant Grand Forks Bean Company, Inc., together with interest
accruing at the weighted average prime rate charged by the Bank of North Dakota since the date
of the insolvency of Defendant Grand TForks Bean Company, Inc. Pursuant to the Court’s
Amended Order Appointing Trustee (Court Doc. No. 26), Brent Baldwin asserts the date of
insolvency of Defendant Grand Forks Bean Company, Inc. occurred on or before December 19,
2014.

[{2] Brent Baldwin submits with this claim, copies of receipts and other evidence for said
beans that were contained within his files, which are attached hereto as Xxhibit A.

[§3] Based upon information and belief, the PSC obtained copies of documents within the
files and in the possession of Defendant Grand Forks Bean, Inc. relating to Brent Baldwin’s

2,220.36 cwt. of beans. Brent Baldwin obtained copics of said documents from the PSC, and
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accordingly submits with this claim, copies of said documents, which are attached hereto as
Exhibit B.

[f4] The Price Later Marketing Agreement document, attached as part of Exhibit B, filled out
by Defendant Grand Forks Bean, Inc. purports to include an authorization for Mr. Baldwin’s |
signaturc and initials. However, this Price Later Marketing Agreement, contained as part of
Exhibit 13, was not signed or initialed by Mr. Baldwin, was not authorized by Mr. Baldwin, and
the inclusion of Mr. Baldwin’s name on the contract was without his knowledge or authorization,

and until he obtained it from the PSC, had not been seen by him.

{51 Atached as Ejl/lil.)it C is a spreadsheet summarizing Brent Baldwin’s claim.

i)

Dated this j\_d/ay;f May, 2015

seph . Quinn (ND ID #06538)
Attorneys at Law

24 North 4" Street

P. O. Box 5758

Grand Forks, ND 58206-5758
Phone: 701-775-0521

Facsimile: 701-775-0524

dan@grandforkslaw.com
iquinn@grandforkslaw.com

Attorneys for Brent Baldwin

[balance of page intentionally left blank]
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
Yss. VERIFICATION
COUNTY OF _Pembruie, )

[f6] BrentBaldwin, being duly swormn upon oath, deposes and states that I have read the above

Cllaim and to the best of my knowledge, believe the contents to be true and correct.

)2
DATED this {[_day of May, 2015. (f i
X =

BRENT BALDWIN

/8
Subscribed and sworn to before me by Brent 7«711 this If __day of May, 2015.
Uil 7 %”

Notaty Public for thé State of North Dakota

DANIEL L. JOHNSON
Notary Public
State of North Dakota
My Commissioh Explres Feb. 2, 2017

([P P OoWww
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A : _ ( :
Gy’ nd Forks Bean Ce, Inc.

Grand Forks, ND'58203 L
DRY BEAN CONTRACT 1001

Year _o) 015 CROP
Between Grand Forks Bean Co, Inc. of Grand-Forks, North Dakota, hereinafier known as “Buyer”’

: . )
and K S V‘cJ‘ w.«[»%fi A:J Q( M aq =g. 2 ZM 2 _ﬁL/_’Q ) , herelnafter known as “Seller”.

Seller agrees to deliver #1 _£Ur 'Je beans to the Buyer at the fime of harvest, maxim'uin A7 - # per acre.
gree Y 7 p

: Aér.esAleﬂ_ CWT 3, 000

The mdersigx;ed Buyer agrees to pay to Seller for the above beans, the amounts as determined as follows:

X L
$ .._é_"fss:_: per cwt., clean bean basis, #1's.
. $ _&ﬁ:f__?f_ per cwt., clean bean basls, #2's.
o O .
$ Séi’__ per cwt., clean bean basis, #3's,

'if Seller is unable to deliver commodity of the grade required by this Agreement, then Seller agrees to sell & Buyer
‘agrees to purchase commodity of lower grades at the contract price less the applicable market discount at the time of
sale. However, Buyer shall not be obligated hereunder to accept any sample grade commriodity. :

. All beans delivered shall be below __/ (o % moisture or be subject to molsture discounts applicable at the time of
sale. ’ )

‘All beans delivered hereuntler shall be free'and clear of all liens, security interests and dther encumbrances, unless pro- -
vided in writing herein by the Seller. It is further understood that the Seller has not contracted any other portion of the

total acreage listed above. Title of the beans passes to the Buyer at the time and place of delivery,

In the event of breach, the Buyer shall be entitled to all costs taken in force of the same including reasonable attorrieys :
. fees. t . ’ -
This agreement may bie assigned by elther party only with the prior written consent of the other party. This Agreement
ghall be bindting itpon heirs, administrators, executors, personal representatives, successors and assigns of the parties
hereto. oL . .

Performance of this agreement shall be excused to the extent the growing, harvesting, or delivery of thiebeans by Seller
or their grading, receipt, or use by Buyer, i3 prevented by fire, expldsion, war or acts of God.

Payment shall be made as follows; : /40 %on _ (Mé %?_H /31 [20)°3°

'IDA I/ YBAR)

% on
(MONTH | DATB [ YEAR).
% on, : :
‘ (MONTi  DATE / YBAR)
Grand Forks Bean Co _Inc. . ~ .Seller
.By:(mo W By: s /(7}\4:1«»( wl/ lﬁvm&'
Date: (?Ihg [l\'j : . Date: C?ILL,! 15

Exhibit A - .




X o . , { i
..~ - Gr .nd Forks Bean Cg, Inc. -
: ‘ Grand Forks, ND 58203 -
DRY BEAN CONTRACT 1002

Year &/3 CROP

Between Grand Forks Bean Co, Inc. of Grand Forks, North Dakota; hereinafter known as “Buyer”

and, M /3«- /d%o}'cfll/f‘ ’{/ 7244%1(./@ ' A/ 0 , hereinaftex known as “Seller”.

Seller agreés to deliver #1 _ﬁfv"_(‘?{i‘_ beans to the Buyer at the time of harvest, maximuin_ZE/A4# per acre.
Aees Y12 cwr 3,000 :

The undersigned Buyeragrees to pay to Seller for the above beans, the amounts as determined as follows:

$
.8l
¥ — .
1 Seller is unable to dellver commodity of the grade required by this Agreement, then Seller agrees to sell & Buyer

.agrees to purchase commodity of lower grades at the contract price less the applicable market discount at the time of
sale. However, Buyer shall not be obligated hereunder to accept any sample grade commiodity.

' per cwt., clean bean bas_;!s, #1’s.

per cwt,, clean bean basls, #2's,

per cwt., clean bean basls, #3's.

All beans delivered shall be below ;_Z_(Z_;__.% moisture or be subject to molsture discounts applicable at the time of
sale. . . . ] .
‘All beans delivered hereunder shall be free and clear ofall Jiens, security interests and 6ther encumbrances, unless pro;

vided in writing herein by the Seller. It is further understood that the Seller has not contracted any other portion of the
total acreage listed above. Title of the beans passes to the Buyer at the time and place of deltvery.

- In the event of breach, the Bu'yer shall be entliled to all costs taken in force of the same indluding reasonable attorneys
. fees. ! ' ’ .

* This agteement may be assigned by either party only with the prior written consent of the other party. This Agreement -
shall be binding ixpon heirs, administrators, executors, personal representatives, successors and assigns of the parties

Performance of this agreement shall be excused to the extent the growing, harvesting, or delivery of thie beans by Seller -
or their grading, receipt, or use by Buiyer, is prevented by fire, explosion, war or acts of God.
A " B

Payment ghall be made as follows: /00 %on_Q aky
) : (MONTH mﬁ Y7 YBAR)

% on . :
© T (wowmd [ DB 1 YEAR).
%on :
(MONTH [ DATE 1 YBAR)
Grand Forks Bean Co, I;ng.’ _ : - .Seller ‘
.By: MZZZO /M/ By: JIQJ’/"‘”MW}A& Q—}/ ,6\"5*"'#‘ :
Date: q!} laJ‘]:Z : " Date: ql/ L;// 15 . :

ExhibitA
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PRICE LATHR MARKETTHG ABREEMENT /o5

" :y H |
| COMPANY -|Giran § » Ll
! A . A o ' 1
| GROWER thacowl' Fepdb it HIV 2. Bl BAd
E R - .,#-‘ i . 7 '.“v?
ADDRESS_, 4, ~1id #us
WHEREAS, pinto beans undc:' quality oration in this a# cannqf] st;)red over crdfll year and
. B ' E i, . ' o
WHEREAS, the parties désiro to hovide a metiset bonoficial to £ cr anfftglithe compony which requires a
constant supply of plnto beans availe tolthe CcomPADY throughout tor mohy and so the copjpany may conduct
an orderly marketing operation and 5o} t'the grower may also have inth Hx o for marketing his pinto beans:

f {

{ . s

N

1y

. t
NOW THERBFORE, it #s herebysagreed by uld betwsen the gro d the oompany as follows:

)

1. The company will aceept, t&!lhe ekient of'its plant capacity alo them, U.S. No, 1 and V.5, No. 2 Pinto Boans,
with a moisiure content not ever 15%, gg?wn and delfvered grower, Upon deliver of the pinto beans to the
company plant, a receiving ticket will be ssu;d to tho grow tho fssu of-the ticke! will thereupon transfer

titlo of th pinto boans to the bompany, :

2. The beans delivercd will be prioed before] "~ \
the price will be the pasted sherket prico 9n the datetof pricing -

3. The company roterves the right to withdrjw from the market do to slow matket conditions from time to Hme.

4, Checks for the pinto beans will be-issued only on growers

5. Signing this agreement docs not automstioally put your beans upder this Marketing agreemeat, It is necessary for
you {6 notify the company at the timo oach truck is delivered. :

6. Seller hereby warrants that he has good and merchantable fitle and the right to sell the beans hereinabove
desoribed and that said beans are fres and clear of all liens, mostgages, and encumbrances of any kind of nature

whatsoever,

7. This Contract shall bs non-assignable by cither Buyer or Sellet.

«OONY 3
8. Service fee of $.00989 per day per owl applies.
Dated this___{ 3. day of_SEPTEMBER .20.! 5 .

. On thosa piutos on which to Grower Pricss, | ~

[\ IO O"? T Grand Porks Bean Co., Inc. ~~ 7z 7 Q S~

A3,000.00> /9/";.;27/15 COMPANY

-

) BY
,W\'T%&\()VU\V\ \D\/ \ /\((7

220 07’ GROWER !
3 4 . . :
¢
T THIS CONTRACT IS HOT PROTEGTED 8Y NORTH DAKOTA STATUTORY WAREHOUSE
, BOND COVERAGE I THE EVENT OF BUYER'S INSOLVENCY. .
y S :
i p/2rad
L N P - o
i ! PN K !
. ' - :‘ ]" I
ot /9 9oud WY 9F:TT UTOZ 6T AON
900°d vzl piozisii JuALRA XY
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Brent Baldwin

Net Grain in Pounds ---

Scale Ticket Number Date _ Brent Baldwin

2678 9/16/2013 50,281.00
2680 9/16/2013 54,649.00
2683 9/17/2013 57,092.00
2698 9/232013 _ 60,014,00
Subtotals 222,036.00
Less Sold 0.00
Totals in Pounds - - 222,036.00
Totals in CWT i 222036 |

Exhibit C




STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA IN DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS NORTITEAST CENTRAL JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Public Service Commission,
Civil No. 18-2015-CV-00240

Plaintiff,

CLAIM OF

V8~
BALDWIN FARMS, INC.

Grand Forks Bean Company, Inc.,

Defendant.

PSC Case No. GE-15-36

[1] Baldwin Farms, Inc., asserts a claim in the above-cntitled proceeding, based upon its
quantity of 1,005.71 hundred weight (cwt.) of beans, for the market price of said beans
prevailing on the date of the insolvency of Defendant Grand Forks Bean Company, Inc., together
with interest accruing at the weightcd average prime rate charged by the Bank of North Dakota
since the date of the insolvency of Defendant Grand Forks Bean Company, Inc. Pursuantto the
Court’s Amended Order Appointing Trustee (Court Doc. No. 26), Baldwin Farms, Inc. asserts

the date of insolvency of Defendant Grand Forks Bean Company, Inc. occurred on or before

December 19, 2014.

[92] Baldwin Farms, Inc. submits with this claim, copies of reccipts and other evidence for
said beans that were contained within its files, which are attached hereto as Exhibit A.

[Y3] Based upon information and belief, the PSC obtained copies of documents that were
within the files and in the possession of Defendant Grand Forks Bean, Inc. relating to Baldwin

Farms, Inc.’s 1,005.71 cwt. of beans. Baldwin Farms, Inc. obtained copies of said documents
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from the PSC, and accordingly submits with this claim, copies of said documents, which are
attached hereto as Exhibit B.

[¥4] The Pricc Later Marketing Agrecment documents, attached as part of Exhibits A and B,
filled out by Defendant Grand Forks Bean, Inc. purport to have been signed and initialed with the
authorization of Mr. Brent Baldwin, but no such authorization was given.

[5] Attached as Exhibit Cisa spreadsheet summarizing Baldwin Farm, Inc.’s claim.

Dated this _&_d/ay of May, 2015.

DanjetL. Gaustad (ND ID #05282)
Geph B. Quinn (ND ID #06538)
Attorneys at Law

24 North 4t Street

P. O.Box 5758

Grand Forks, ND 58206-5758

Phone: 701-775-0521

Facsimile: 701-775-0524
dan(@grandforkslaw.com

jquinn@grandforkslaw.com

Attorneys for Baldwin Farms, Inc.

[balance of page intentionally left blank]
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
}ss. VERIFICATION

COUNTY OF Pembina )

{96] DBuzz Baldwin, as the President of Baldwin Farms, Inc., being duly sworn upon oath,

deposcs and states that I have read the above Claim and to the best of my knowledge, believe the

contents to be true and correct.

¥
DATED this || day of May, 2015.
BALDWIN FARMS, INC.

BY: B’%xﬂdwin

Its:  President

Subsctibed and sworn to before me by Buzz Baldwin, as President of Baldwin Farms,

Inc. on this J_L}!:L day of May, 2015. /M/ %—\

Notary Public for the’State of North Dakota

DANIEL L. JOHNSON
Notary Public
Staie of North Dakoky
fy Commission Expires Feb. 2, 2017
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'PRICE LATLR MARKETING ASREEMENT

COMPANY Grand Forks Bean Co., Inc.
GROWER ~Bardwia Yape T e
ADDRESS =7 “io M€ -

WHEREAS, pinto beans undergo a quality deterioration in this area and cannot bo stored over crop year and
WHEREAS, the parties desire to provide a market beneficial to the grower and to the company which requires a

constant supply of pinto beans available to the company throughout the winter months and so the company may conduct
an orderly marketing operation and so that the grower may also have choice in the time for marketing his pinto beans:

NOW THEREFORR, it is hereby agreed by and between the grower and the company as follows:

1. The company will accept, to the oxtent of it plant capacity to handle thew, U.S. No. 1 and U.S. No, 2 Pisrio Beans,
with a moisture content not over 15%, grown and delivered to it by grower. Upon defiver of the pinto beans to the
company plant, a receiving ticket will be issued to the grower and the issuing of the tioket will thereupon transfor
titlo of th pinto beans to the company.

" 2. The beans delivered will be priced before < %”, Q;‘ \ g 20 &L'l’ On thoso pintos on which to Grower Priccs,
the prico will be the posted market price on tho datetof pricing.

3. The company reserves the right to withdraw from the market due to slow market conditions from time to time,

4, Checks for the pinto beans will be issued only on growers request.

5. Signing this agreement does not automatically put your beans under this Marketing agreement. It is necessary for
you to notify the company at the time each truck is delivered.

6. Seller hereby warrants that he has good and merchantable title and the right to sell the beans hereinabove
described and that said beans are free and clear of all liens, mortgages, and encumbrances of any kind of nafure

whatsoever.

_ 7. This Contract shall be non-assignablo by cither Buyer or Seller.

2 OONY]
8. Service feo of §.08985 per day per ocwt applics.
Dated this {2 ___dayof %@W@Vlg& ,20 ’!3 .
Grand Forks Bean Co., Inc. "@19 Y
COMPANY BY :
/Eﬁ_@:‘\'\f%mlgwﬂ 4 \0\} /&/ ﬁ
GROWER, / \J .

THIS CONTRACT IS NOT PROTECTED BY NORTH DAKOTA STATUTORY WAREHOUSEMAN'S
BOND COVERAGE IN THE EVENT OF BUYER'S INSOLVENCY.

‘;PVQC Seker

Exhibit A
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GRAND FORKS BEAN COMPANY, INC. r g ( ; 7056

Baldwin Farms Inc. . : 12/27/2013 .
, 3,000 cwt @ $45.00 135,000.00 |
! . : -300.00
J
/ ) _
¢ { .
’I
) N /
| /
/
\

1010 - BREMER CHE 134,700.00

Exhibit A




{ . » e

e STV TS R TR ORI O . Iy ' ,-T"'WQFTJ':-"-""T,. g ¢
.. PRICELAI IR MARKETTH
| COMPANY _{ r
S GROWER__ffarpui) | Fapdd (il o

f ADDRESS __ i, -1 g |

WHEREAS, pinio beans undergn! quahty detetloration in this o8
WHEREAS, the parties desire toprovide 8 markct benefinial to Wwer
constant supply of pinto beans avail to!tho comyany throughout $tor m
an orderly marketing operation and sdithat'the grower may also have in th
)
NOW THEREFORE, it is hersby agreed by axtd betweon the gro the oo’ any a8 follows:

) : 1 .

i 1. The company will acecpt, m’the etent of'its plant capaoity dle them, U.8, No, 1 and U.S, No. 2 Pinto Beans,
with 8 moisturc content not over £5%, grgwn and delivered y grower. Upon deliver of tho pinto beans to the
company plant, a recelving tioket will be ssued to the grow: d-tho esul of:the ticket will thereupon transfor

: tifle of th pinto beans to the Bompany !
H 1 ' 1 ‘ .
2. The beans deliverad:will b prioed boforet =\ \ - On thoso phntos on which to Grower Prices, |
tho pricc will be the posted sarket prics e datelof pti - )

3, The company reserves the right to w:thdraw from the market diie to slow market conditions from time to time,
' 4. Checks for the pinfo beans will be'issued only on growers req| idst,

5. Signing this ngreement deee pot automatically put your beans under this Marketing agreement. 14 is necossary for
' you to notify tho company at the time each truck is delivered.

6. Seller horeby warraats that he has good and merchantable fifle and the right to sell the beans hereinabove
desoribed and that sald bgans are free and clear of all liens, mortgages, and encumbrances of any kind of nature
whatsoever,

4, This Contract shall be non-assignable by sither Buyer or Seliet.
gONq2

8. Sewvics fee of $.00829 per ddy per owt applics.
Datedthis ___ { doer diyof SEPTEMBER 20, ’ 5 .

69«9-(» 0'7 G JT Grand Farks Bean Co., Inc. ""ZZL’, S Sy

3, 000.- 00> /9/37/,5 COMPANY ' BY |

3 D-:Z L, O"] . GROWER
. i . .
A o THIS CONTRAGT IS NOT PROTEGTED BY NORTH DAKOTA STATUTORY wmenwssmws
. BONDOOVERAG%INTHEEVENTOFB[MR‘SMSOLVENGY.
I 1' : S"/K S | et : Solor
s N . 1 TN 1
« ¥
. | 1 . :
0T /9 ‘devd WY 9¥:TT YTOZ 6T AON
800°d gvzi  yioziel/ll awiifo3eq X4

Exhibit B
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Baldwin Farms, Inc,

S B | - Net Grain in Pounds
Scale Ticket Number Date Baldwin Farms, Inc.
2646 . 9/12/2013 65,702.00
2647 9/12/2013 63,963.00
2651 9/12/2013 48,255.00
2655 9/12/2013 59,570.00
2659 9/13/2013 52,493.00
2660 9/13/2013 55,432.00
2685 972013 55,156.00
Subtotals B ) i 400,571.00
Less Sold (in pounds) 12/27/2013 — {300,000.00)
Totals in Pounds 100,571.0
Totals in CWT ] 1,005.71 |

Exhibit C




Richter, Susan K.

From: Brent Baldwin <baldwin@polarcemm.com>

Sent: Saturday, December 20, 2014 1.01 PM

To: Richter, Susan K.

Subject: Claim

Sue, ;

1 would like to file a claim against Grand Forks Bean. Grand Forks Bean has not been able to
market our beans or pay us for them. Please respond when you receive this.

Thanks,

Brent Baldwin
Baldwin Farms, Inc.

Sent from my iPhone |

i
i
i
)
{
i
[
i
!
i
i
|
1
i
i
]
i
|
i
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