
 
 
 
 
December 22, 2014 
 
Mr. Kevin Shelley 
Acting ND Field Supervisor 
USFWS North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-7926 
 
 
RE: Information Request for the Proposed Dickinson Wind Energy Center in Stark County, ND 
 
Dear Mr. Shelley: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility for the proposed Dickinson Wind Energy Center (the Project), in 
accordance with North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) Section 49-22-07. As part of that application, we are 
conducting an investigation of property in Stark County east of Dickinson, North Dakota. This proposed 
Project would consist of approximately 150 megawatts (MW). The Project area shown in the attached 
figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
The Project would interconnect to the electrical grid via a 230-kV transmission line approximately 30 miles 
in length from the Project substation to the Belfield to Rhame 230-kV line approximately 10 miles 
southwest of the city of Dickinson. We will also prepare a separate application for a Certificate of Corridor 
Compatibility and Route Permit for the proposed transmission line.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Stark County 

138 N 93 W 33 

139 N 92 W 14-19 

139 N 93 W 2-11, 13-24, 26-30 

139 N 94 W 1, 2, 10-15, 23-25 

149 N 93 W 16, 19-23, 26-35 

149 N 94 W 25-28, 33-36 
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The associated transmission line corridor includes the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Stark County 

139N 98W 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

139N 97W 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 26, 25 

139N 96W 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 

139N 95W 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

139N 94W 12, 13, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting your agency for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within the boundaries of the 
tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the land, as well as applicable 
permits that may be required from your office.  
 
This information will be used to help guide Project development in a manner that identifies and avoids 
impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other agencies 
including, but not limited to, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department. 
 
NextEra Energy is developing the Project following the voluntary Final Land-Based Wind Energy 
Guidelines. A critical issues analysis (CIA) and site visit were completed as part of Tier 1 and Tier 2 
assessments for the Project in 2013. Tier 3 assessments that are currently planned for the Project include 
spring avian migration surveys, raptor nest and grouse lek surveys, and bat acoustic monitoring. Desktop 
native prairie, whooping crane, and bat habitat assessments are also planned.  
 
We would appreciate a response by January 23, 2015. Please contact me at (512) 213-8501 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, Inc 
8911 N. Capital of Texas Hwy, Bldg 2 Suite # 2310 
Austin, TX 78759 
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Griger, Anne Marie

From: Sue Kvas <sue_kvas@fws.gov>
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 3:13 PM
To: Griger, Anne Marie
Subject: RE: USFWS lands and easements in Stark County, ND

Hey Anne Marie,

No USFWS interests in the area you provided.

Happy Holidays to you as well.

Sue

From: Griger, Anne Marie [mailto:Anne-Marie.MarieGriger@tetratech.com]
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 12:20 PM
To: Sue Kvas
Subject: USFWS lands and easements in Stark County, ND

Hello Sue,

Can you please let me know if there are any USFWS fee title lands or easements in or adjacent to the attached project
area, or within a 2-mile buffer of the attached proposed transmission line route?

Thanks and happy holidays,

Anne-Marie
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP | Environmental Planner
Direct: 512. 213.8501
anne-marie.griger@tetratech.com

Tetra Tech, Inc.
8911 N. Capital of Texas Hwy, Bldg 2 Suite # 2310
Austin, TX 78759




















































