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Dear Mr. Nitschke:

600 East Boulevard, Dept. 408
Bismarck, North Dakota S8S0S-O480

Web: www.psc.nd.gov
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone. 701-328-2400

ND Toil Free: 1-877-245-6685

Fax: 701-328-2410

TDD: 800-366-6888 or 711

Case No. PU-15-173

Case No. PU-15-174

Case No. PU-15-175

Enclosed for docketing in the three captioned cases is a paper copy of an ex parte
electronic mail communication from Dave Sederquist to the Public Service Commissioners and
certain staff members. We expect another filing from Northern States power Company related to
this matter, an Advance Determination of Prudence application, and when that is filed, we ask
that you also docket the ex parte communication and this cover letter in that fourth case.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you have any questions, please contact
me.

Best regards.

lllona A. Jeffcoat-Sacc

General Counsel

c w/ end via electronic mail only to:
Dave Sederquist (dave.sederquist@xcelenergv.com)
Alison Archer (alison.c.archer@xcelenergy.com)

PU-15-181 Filed 05/04/2015 Pages: 5
Letter regarding attached ex parte electronic mail communication

PU-15-175 Filed 05/04/2015 Pages; 5
Letter regarding attached ex parte electronic mail

PU-15-174 Filed 05/04/2015 Pages: 5
Letter regarding attached ex parte electronic mail communication

PU-15-173 Filed 05/04/2015 Pages: 5
Letter regarding attached ex parte electronic mail communication



Jeffcoat-Sacco, Illona

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

Attachments:

Illona A. Jeffcoat-Sacco

NDPSC

701-328-2407 (fax 2410)
ijs@nd.gov

Jeffcoat-Sacco, Illona

Thursday, April 30, 2015 1:05 PM
Hamre, John G.

Sederquist, Dave (dave.sederquist@xcelenergy.com)
FW: News Release - Xcel Energy seeks to acquire 200-megawatt North Dakota wind
project
image003.jpg

—Original Message—
From: Sederquist, Dave [mailto:dave.sederquist@xcelenergy.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 30,201512:01 PM
To: Fedorchak, Julie L; Kalk, Brian P.; Christmann, Randel D.
Cc: Diller, Michael R.;Jeffcoat-Sacco, Illona; Fahn, Patrick J.; Schuh, John M.; Lein, Jerry R.; Schock, Victor F.
Subject: Fwd: News Release - Xcel Energy seeks to acquire 200-megawatt North Dakota wind project

Commissioners,

Please note the press release below that went out today regarding the Courtney wind project birth of Jamestown. We
have discussed with your staff the regulatory filings needed going forward and those are being filed this week. Thank
you and contact me if you have any questions.

Dave Sederquist

Sent from my iPhone

This was sent to ND Media in Fargo, Grand Forks and Minot this morning.

[cid:image(X)3.jpg@01D08331.FE137AB0]

NEWS RELEASE

2302 Great Northern Drive

P.O. Box 2747

Fargo, ND 58108-2747

Xcel Energy Media Relations
Mark Nisbet 701) 371-5255



www.xcelenergy.com<http://www.xcelenergy.com>

April 30, 2015

Xcel Energy seeks to acquire
200-megawatt North Dakota wind project
Company asks regulators to allowit to develop and own CourtenayWind Farm

FARGO - To preserve for its customers the environmental and cost benefits of200 megawatts ofwind power that was at
risk of notbeing developed, Xcel Energy today will ask state regulators to allow the company to build and own the
proposed Courtenay Wind Farm near Jamestown, North Dakota.

Regulators inMinnesota and North Dakota previously approved Xcel Energy's plan to purchase powerfrom the
Courtenay project undera power purchase agreement with Geronimo Energy. However, Geronimo decided to exitthe
project for various reasons.

"The Courtenay project isan important part of our aggressive plans to reduce carbon emissions and double our
commitmentto renewable energyresources inthe most cost-effective waypossible," saidChris Clark, presidentof
Northern States Power Co.-Minnesota, an Xcel Energy company.

"Weare glad for the opportunity to preservethe benefitsof this projectfor our customers. TheCourtenay Wind Farm
has the added value of locating an important generation resource in North Dakota, an important part of our service
territory."

Xcel Energy previously announced plansto delivermore than 60 percent carbon-freeenergy by2030through aggressive
conservation efforts, doubling renewable energy resources and scalingback the use of coal.

Ensuring the Courtenayproject continues also will provideeconomic benefits in North Dakota and Stutsman County,
where 100 wind turbines will be constructed across 25,000 acres on property leased from more than 60 landowners.

"The project will create an estimated 200construction jobs and about 10 permanent jobs for operations and
maintenance," Clarksaid, "and it will provide approximately $850,000 annually in tax revenue to local governments."

Ifapproved by regulators in Minnesota and North Dakota, the Courtenay Wind Farm is expected to be in service by the
end of 2016.

The Courtenay project is part of a 750-megawatt wind power addition, representing a 42 percent increase in Xcel
Energy's Upper Midwest wind portfolio, which is a criticalcomponent of the company's carbon emissions reduction
plan. Together, the four projects will provide enough power to serve about 200,000 homes and save customers more
than $225 million over the projects' lives.

The other three projects in the package - the 200-megawatt Odell Wind Farm near Windom, Minnesota; the 200-
megawatt Pleasant Valley project near Austin, Minnesota; and the 150-megawatt Border Winds Project near Rolla,
North Dakota - are or soon will be under construction. Xcel Energy will purchase power from the Odell project, which
was developed by Geronimo Energyand will be owned by Algonquin Power. RE5 America Developments Inc. is building
the Pleasant Valley and Border Winds projects and will transfer ownership to Xcel Energy.

Xcel Energy,which recently was ranked the nation's No. 1 wind power provider for the 11th consecutive year by the
American Wind Energy Association, already has 1,8CX) megawatts of wind on its Upper Midwest system and is well
ahead of meeting state renewable energy targets.



"We know our customers want to reduce the environmental impact of energy production while keeping costs
affordable, and our plan to acquire the Courtenay Wind Farm project helps us meet those expectations," Clark said.

Xcel Energy (NYSE: XEL) is a major U.S. electricityand natural gas company with regulated operations ineight Western
and Midwestern states. Xcel Energyprovides a comprehensive portfolio of energy-related products and services to 3.5
million electricity customers and 1.9 million natural gas customers through its regulatedoperating companies. Company
headquarters are located in Minneapolis.

###

Kathy Aas
Xcel Energy | Responsible ByNature
Community Relations Manager
P 0 Box 788, Minot, ND 58702-0788

P: 701.420.1442 C: 701.240.3161 F: 701.420.1481

E: kathleen.a.aas@xcelenergy.com<mailto:kathleen.a.aas@xcelenergy.com>
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