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August 24, 2016 
Chip Lang 
NST Express, LLC 
10077 Grogan’s Mill Road 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Re: NST Express Pipeline Project / Interconnect Route Adjustment 

Dear Mr. Lang: 
SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) provides this letter in support of NST Express, LLC’s (NST Express) route 
adjustment filing for the NST Express Pipeline Project in McKenzie County, North Dakota.  In order to accommodate a 
third-party pipeline interconnection at the Dore Junction valve site, NST Express plans to make a route adjustment 
within and less than 1.5 miles in length outside of the corridor designated for the Project (Designated Corridor) by the 
North Dakota Public Service Commission (Commission). 
SWCA has completed field surveys of all areas that will be affected by construction of the route adjustment, including 
all of the Adjusted Corridor outside of the Designated Corridor (see Exhibit B to NST Express’s Certification Relating 
to North Dakota Century Code § 49-22-16.3).  The field survey results are discussed below:  
• Cultural Resources:  SWCA previously conducted a Class III cultural resource inventory for the portion of the 

route adjustment within the Designated Corridor, and no cultural resources were identified in the relevant area.  
The results were previously provided in the Cultural Resources Inventory Report in Appendix F to the Combined 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit Application (Application) (see Hearing Exhibit No. 1).  The 
concurrence letter from the State Historical Society of North Dakota (SHSND) for that report was included in 
Appendix E to the Application (see Hearing Exhibit No. 1).   
 
On July 28, 2016, SWCA conducted a Class III cultural resource inventory of the portion of the route adjustment 
outside of the Designated Corridor, as well as a buffer around the area (depicted as the Additional Survey Area in 
Exhibit B to NST Express’s Certification Relating to North Dakota Century Code § 49-22-16.3).  No cultural 
resources were observed during the course of the inventory.  SWCA prepared a North Dakota Negative Results 
Cultural Resources Report, dated August 3, 2016, in which SWCA recommended a determination of No 
Significant Sites Affected.  A copy of the report is attached as Exhibit 1.  In a letter dated August 8, 2016, the 
SHSND found the report acceptable.  A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit 2.  
 

• Other Surveys:  SWCA previously conducted a natural resources field survey of the portion of the route 
adjustment within the Designated Corridor, and no wetlands, woody vegetation, noxious weeds, or threatened or 
endangered species or habitat were observed in the relevant area.  A Natural Resources and Wetland 
Determination Report summarizing the results was previously provided in Appendix D to the Application (see 
Hearing Exhibit No. 1).   
 
On July 28, 2016, SWCA conducted a natural resources field survey of the portion of the route adjustment outside 
of the Designated Corridor, as well as a buffer around the area.  No wetlands, woody vegetation, noxious weeds, 
or threatened or endangered species or habitat were observed within the area surveyed.  The results are 
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summarized in an Addendum to the Natural Resources and Wetland Determination Report, dated August 24, 
2016, which is attached as Exhibit 3.  

Please note that only approximately 0.12 acres of the route adjustment falls outside of either the Project’s Designated 
Corridor or the corridor designated for the Dakota Access Pipeline Project (see Case No. PU-14-842); however, for 
purposes of the route adjustment, SWCA’s surveys covered any portion of the adjustment not previously surveyed for 
the Project, as well as a buffer area. 
Based on SWCA’s review, the construction activities associated with the route adjustment, both within and outside of 
the Designated Corridor, will not affect any known exclusion or avoidance areas, as set forth in N.D.A.C. §§ 69-06-08-
02(1) and (2). 
If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at (701) 258-6622 or jdawson@swca.com.  
Sincerely, 

 
James W. Dawson 
Senior Project Manager 
 
Enclosures 
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August 24, 2016 
 
Mr. Chip Lang 
NST Express, LLC 
10077 Grogans Mill Road, Suite 530 
The Woodlands, TX  77380 
 
RE: Addendum to the Natural Resources and Wetland Determination Report for the NST 
Express Pipeline, McKenzie County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Lang, 
 
This addendum letter presents changes to the natural resources report prepared by SWCA 
Environmental Consultants (SWCA) for the NST Express Pipeline. NST Express, LLC contacted 
SWCA and requested professional natural and cultural resource services be conducted in order to 
identify exclusion and avoidance areas, as specified in North Dakota Administrative Code § 69-
06-08-02.  
 
SWCA conducted natural resources field surveys of the approximately 2.5-acre Dore Junction 
Valve Site location and buffer zone (Figure 1) on July 28, 2016, to determine the potential 
presence and extent of wetlands and waterbodies. This includes jurisdictional waters of the U.S., 
commonly referred to as wetland and ordinary high water mark (OHWM) determinations. 
Concurrently with the wetland and waterbody determinations, SWCA conducted a cursory 
threatened and endangered species survey and habitat assessment; a tree, sapling, and shrub 
enumeration survey; and a noxious weed survey.  
 
This letter is written in support of the natural resources and wetland determination report 
submitted by SWCA for the Natural Resources and Wetland Delineation Report for the NST 
Express Pipeline, McKenzie County North Dakota (Persinger, A., Karvel-Fuller, B. 20151).  
  

                                                 
1 Persinger, Ashley, Fuller-Karvel, Bronte 2015. Natural Resources and Wetland Delineation Report for the NST 

Express Pipeline, McKenzie County, North Dakota. Prepared by SWCA Environmental Consultants for NST 
Express, LLC. 
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Results 
The survey area was found in non-native grasslands and in agricultural production lands  
(Figure 2 and Figure 3). Wetlands, woody vegetation, noxious weeds, threatened and endangered 
species or habitat were not observed within the survey area.  
 
Summary 
SWCA did not record any wetlands, woody vegetation, noxious weeds, threatened and 
endangered species or habitat within the proposed 2.5-acre Dore Junction Valve Site location.   
 
If you have any questions or require further analysis, please contact me at (701) 258-6622, or via 
email at jdawson@swca.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James W. Dawson, PG, CHMM 
Senior Project Manager 
 
  

mailto:jdawson@swca.com
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Figure  1. NST Express Pipeline Dore Junction Valve Site 



Mr. Chip Lang 
August 24, 2016 
Page 4 
 

 
Figure 2. Project area overview depicting general topography within survey area, facing north 

(photograph taken July 28, 2016). 
 

 
Figure 3. Project area overview depicting general topography within survey area and soil stockpile 

from NST Express Pipeline construction, facing south (photograph taken July 28, 2016). 




