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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Sound Science. Creative Solutions.

December 27, 2016
north DAKOTA

Mr. Chip Lang pi IRIir. SERVICE COMMISSION
Vice President, Operations & Engineering
NST Express, LLC
10077 Grogans Mill Road, Suite 530
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Subject: NST Express Pipeline
Tree and Shrub Verification Survey

Dear Mr. Lang:

As requested by NST Express, LLC (NST), SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) conducted a tree
and shrub survey of the NST Express Pipeline route on December 22, 2016 to ascertain the status of
qualified (i.e., DBH of>1 inch) trees and shrubs under North Dakota Public Service Commission
(NDPSC) regulations that would require replacement on a 2:1 basis, if those trees and shrubs were
removed during pipeline construction activities. Enclosed is a map of the NST Express Pipeline route that
shows the locationsof the qualified trees and shrubs along the pipeline route. A similar map that shows
other natural resources along the route was included in NST's NDPSC Certificate of Corridor
Compatibility and Route Permit application (Caser No. PU-15-232).

The results of SWCA's field inspections of the areas shown on the enclosed map reveals that none of the
22 qualified trees and shrubs identified in the NDPSC application were removed during construction
activitiesfor the NST ExpressPipelineand thus, the 2:1 replacement stipulation in the NDPSC permit
would not apply.

If you have any questions regarding this matter or wish to discuss in more detail, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,

James W. Dawson, PG, CHMM
Senior Project Manager

Enclosure: As stated

Bismarck C^ce
116 North 4"' Street, Suite 200
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
701.258.6622

701.258.5957

www.swca.com

JAN 2 3 2017

80 PU-15-232 Filed: 1/23/2017 Pages:8
Copy of 27 Dec. 2016 letter to NST Express, LLC re
tree and shrub survey

SWCA Environmental Consultants

James Dawson
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