It was standing-room-only at the Tioga City Hall Thursday, during discussion of the Lindahl Wind roject.

Public meetings on wind

farm generate debate

By Kevin Killough

Opinions over a proposed wind farm north of Tioga
are divided across the community, and the conversa-
tion reached a fevered pitch last week.

Tradewind Energy, the company developing the
project, provided two public informational sessions
and did a presentation at the Tioga City Commission
meeting Thursday night. All three events drew sup-
porters and opponents, and Thursday's presentation
filled city hall to capacity.

“It’s going to affect all of us,” said Corrine Red-

mond who lives in the area where the turbines are
~ to be built.

The City of Tioga has no jurisdiction over the per-
mitting process for the project since it is outside city
limits. Williams County is in the process of consider-
ing a conditional use permit for a few meteorological
towers that will take wind measurements for the pur-
pose of determining the placement of the actual wind
turbines, which are targeted for construction in the
summer of 2016.

‘The purpose of the presentation and discussion
was only to help the Tioga commission determine
whether to recommend the county approve the per-
mit for meteorological towers.

Even this small step has generated an intense de-
bate over property rights, regional energy needs, and
desires to maintain North Dakota’s idyllic scenery.

In the eye of the beholder
. At the commission meeting, Commissioner Ronda
Davidson voiced her opposition to the project. She
said disagreement over the project is affecting rela-
tionships between residents.

“I've seen where it’s splitting friends apart. It’s not
a good thing,” Davidson said.

Just about everyone agrees the project will have
some impact, but there’s a lot of disagreement over
the net benefit or cost to Tioga and the surrounding
community.

Opponents ot the project are concerned with how

(See WIND, Page 8)
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