
 

 

 

Memorandum 
Date: 12/20/2017 

To: Joan Heredia, EGP North America 

Copy to:  

From: Grady Wolf, KLJ 

RE: Tree and Shrub Mitigation Plan - Lindahl Wind Farm Project (PU-15-482) 

 

Introduction 

Lindahl Wind Project, LLC has proposed the construction of its Lindahl Wind Farm located in 
northeastern Williams County, North Dakota. The Project area is comprised of 27 sections (containing 
approximately 13,000 acres) of agricultural land situated north of the City of Tioga. KLJ has developed 
this Tree and Shrub Mitigation Plan for the Lindahl Wind Project in compliance with the Tree and Shrub 
Mitigation Specifications for the Lindahl Wind Farm, Case no. PU-15-482.  

Field surveys were completed within the study area during the dates; May 4-6, September 16-18, 
September 23, October 2 & 5 and December 10, 2015 to verify the total number of trees and shrubs 
within the corridor. Surveys following the Tree Count Methodology document previously provided to 
the PSC indicated 677 trees and shrubs occurred within the survey areas. Trees and shrubs removed 
during construction were individually counted to get a total for mitigation. Results of the count indicated 
a total of 163 trees removed. The planting is planned to take place during the Spring of 2018.  

Mitigation Plan 

Following the requirements of the PSC Certificate of Site Compatibility, Lindahl Wind Farm will mitigate 
trees and shrubs removed during construction. Trees and shrubs that were removed by construction 
were to be replaced at a 2:1 ratio per the PSC Tree and Shrub Mitigation Specifications; however, 
Lindahl Wind Farm has indicated that all impacted trees and shrubs will be replaced at a 3:1 ratio to 
ensure meeting the survivability requirements for mitigation. All disturbed trees and shrubs will be 
replaced by the same or similar species in accordance with the PSC’s Tree and Shrub Mitigation 
Specifications. Non-native and invasive species that were removed during construction will be replaced 
with a native species, that do not have noxious qualities, are suitable for the available soil types, and are 
available for purchase locally in North Dakota. The substitute species were chosen based on 
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recommendations by the North Dakota Forest Service. Please refer to attached Email Correspondence. 
As a result of this correspondence, the following adjustments to mitigation species have been made: 

• Caragana, Russian olive, and Siberian elm are non-native species that will not be used for 
mitigation. Instead, the species will be replaced with Eastern Red Cedar, Rocky Mt. Juniper, 
and Ponderosa Pine, which are all native to North Dakota.  

The following table indicates the total quantity and species that will be replanted following construction: 

Tree Removed During Construction Tree Replacement (3:1) 
Species Quantity Species Quantity 

Caragana 87 Eastern Red Cedar (Substitution) 261 
Green Ash 58 Green Ash 174 

Peach Willow 2 Peach Willow 6 
Ponderosa Pine 4 Ponderosa Pine 12 

Russian Olive 10 Rocky Mt. Juniper (Substitution) 30 
Siberian Elm 2 Ponderosa Pine (Substitution) 6 

Total 163 Total 489 
 
 

For specifications on proposed tree planting plans, please refer to the attached Rachel, Lindahl Wind, 
Tree and Shrub Mitigation Plan. 

Landowners and Locations 

Five landowners had trees and/or shrubs removed by construction of this project. Three landowners 
have opted to have the trees and shrubs replaced on their property. The remaining two landowners 
have signed waivers opting to not have trees replanted on their property. Please refer to the attached 
Landowner Waivers. The trees and shrubs waived for planting on the landowner’s property will be 
replaced at the Lindahl Wind Project Substation. The three properties that the tree replacement will 
take place on include: Jerol Gohrick, Darren Gohrick, Joan Gorick, and Orrice J. Gohrick; F. Keven 
McGinnity; and Raydean Strid and Juli Strid. The following table indicates the species and number of 
trees and shrubs mitigated at each location. For a visual representation of the location and landowner 
information for tree plantings, please refer to the attached Tree and Shrub Mitigation Maps.  

  



 

 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 

Landowner Location Species Number proposed 
for Mitigation 

Gohrick Sec. 8, T158N, R95W Eastern Red Cedar 12 

Ponderosa Pine 12 

McGinnity Sec. 5, T158N, R 95W Ponderosa Pine 6 

Strid Sec. 26, T159N, R95W Eastern Red Cedar 21 

Green Ash 9 

Peach Willow 6 

Rocky Mt. Juniper 30 

Substation Planting Sec. 9, T158N, R 95W Eastern Red Cedar 228 

Green Ash 165 

Total 489 
 
 

 



From: Lowstuter, Derek
To: Grady Wolf
Subject: Re: Lindahl Wind Farm
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2017 1:22:38 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hello Grady,
I am sorry we keep missing each other. Williams County is a very challenging area to establish
trees in. Unfortunately, the three species you have listed are not suitable for most soil types in
Williams. The three "invasive" species the PSC prohibits were planted in large numbers in that
area due to their hardiness and drought tolerance. The three substitutions will not result in
adequate survival to meet the PSC requirements for mitigation. Instead, I would
recommend eastern red-cedar for Caragana, Rocky Mountain juniper for Russian-olive, and
ponderosa pine for Siberian elm. These evergreen species will result in better establishment
on a broader range of soil types and planting locations. If those are not adequate for any
reason please let me know and I can provide a limited number of alternatives. Please let me
know if you have any other questions.

Regards,
Derek

From: Grady Wolf <Grady.Wolf@kljeng.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 8:57:18 AM
To: Lowstuter, Derek
Subject: Lindahl Wind Farm
 
Derek,
 
I have been trying to get in contact with you by telephone several times but it seems like we always
miss each other. I thought it would be easiest to just send an email. I am working with the Lindahl
Wind Farm in Williams County regarding their commitments to replant trees/shrubs that were
impacted by construction of the wind farm. The project is regulated by the ND Public Service
Commission. As part of the PSC requirements for tree/shrub plantings, the same species should be
planted with the exception of invasive or noxious species. The PSC has indicated Caragana, Siberian
Elm and Russian Olive are invasive or noxious species and that similar species should be planted in
their place. The have also required coordination of similar species to plant with the NDFS. Lindahl
would like to get your concurrence on using substitutes for the following species: Redosier Dogwood
substituted for Caragana; Amur Maple substituted for Russian Olive; American Basswood substituted
for Siberian Elm. If these substitutes are not satisfactory in your opinion, please let us know what
easily available species would be a better substitute.
 
If you have any questions regarding this project or the reestablishment of trees that are planned,
please feel free to contact me at the contact information below.
 
Thanks

mailto:Grady.Wolf@kljeng.com






	

	

Lindahl Wind – Tree & Shrub Mitigation Plan 
Williams County, ND 
 

I. DESCRIPTION 

Rachel Contracting (RC) has partnered with a Certified Landscaper and Nursery to provide 
and  install  the  trees/shrubs  as  required  by  the  State  of  North  Dakota  –  Public  Service 
Commission (Case No. PU‐15‐482). During the development of the Tree & Shrub Mitigation 
Plan, RC referred to the following documents and parties: 

 
 KLJ ‐ Tree & Shrub Sampling Plan 
 KLJ – Impact Verification Mitigation Plan 
 ND Public Service Commission – Tree & Shrub Mitigation Specifications 
 Williams County Soil Conservation District 
 North Dakota Forest Service 

 
II. SCOPE OF WORK 

 
Rachel Contracting (RC) and the selected subcontractor, will provide and install replacement 
trees/shrubs  in  accordance  with  the  State,  County  and  Project  Specifications.  Certain 
trees/shrubs removed during construction were considered non‐native species and therefore 
have been substituted by recommendation of the ND Forest Service (noted in table below). 
 

 
 
Plantings will consist of the following elements: 

 1‐2 gallon potted plants (2 Year‐Old Saplings) 
 Added compost to amend existing soil 
 Shredded hardwood mulch ring to help maintain moisture 
 Installation of protective rodent guards 

        
III. TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS 

 
Standard installation practices and procedures are shown in the attached documents. 

Species Quantity Species Quantity

Caragana 87 Eastern Red Cedar (Substitution) 261

Green Ash 58 Green Ash 174

Peach Willow 2 Peach Willow 6

Ponderosa Pine 4 Ponderosa Pine 12

Russian Olive 10 Rocky Mt. Juniper (Substitution) 30

Siberian Elm 2 Ponderosa Pine (Substitution) 6

163 489

Trees Removed During Construction Tree Replacement (3:1)
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