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OVERVIEW: 

E3 Environmental, LLC (E3), at the request of Oasis Midstream Services, LLC (Oasis), 
performed natural resource surveys for a re-route of the Wild Basin to Johnson’s Corner 
Crude Oil Pipeline (Project). Appendix A depicts the re-route and Survey Corridor. The 
original alignment and survey corridor was originally surveyed by E3, following North 
Dakota Public Service Commission (NDPSC) regulations, in September of 2015. These 
surveys included: 

 Raptor nest documentation and status determination, 
 Wetland and waterbody delineation and jurisdictional characterization, 
 Woody vegetation delineation and inventory, 
 Noxious weed inventory and delineation, and 
 Protected species surveillance and habitat assessment 

 
This of suite of natural resource surveys was also conducted by E3 biologists for the re-
route on March 22, 2016. In addition, four raptor nests that were identified during 
surveys in 2015 were re-visited to document current activity status. This report serves 
as an addendum to the Wild Basin to Johnson’s Corner Crude Oil Pipeline Natural 
Resource Survey Report. The original report was submitted as Appendix D in the 
Consolidated Application filed with the NDPSC on November 16, 2015 (PU-15-733) 

SURVEY CORRIDOR: 

The Project re-route and buffered survey corridor is located at milepost 15.5 in Section 
14, T150N:96W (Survey Area) (Appendix A). The entire Survey Area is approximately 2.3 
acres in size and predominantly agricultural. The Survey Area is located adjacent to a 
tertiary tributary of North Fork Creek. 

METHODOLOGY: 

E3 biologists followed the same protocols used during surveys for the Project in 2015. 
One field visit was required to cover the entire Survey Area, on March 22, 2016. 

SURVEY RESULTS: 

Raptor Nests 

No new raptor nests were identified within the Survey Area on March 22, 2016. All four 
raptor nests identified during surveys in 2015 were observed and determined to be 
inactive. 
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Table 1. Raptor nest status during surveys in 2015 and 2016. 

Nest 
ID 

Species 
Status Recommended Buffer 

Distance if Active (miles) 
2015* 2016** 

01 Red-tailed hawk Inactive Inactive 0.25 
02 Northern harrier Productive Inactive  0.25 
03 Red-tailed hawk Inactive Inactive 0.25 
04 Unknown Species Inactive Inactive Unknown 

 *Status of nest September 15-22, 2015 
**Status of nest March 22, 2016 
 

Wetlands and Waterbodies 

No new wetland or waterbodies were identified or mapped within the Survey Area. 

Woody Vegetation 

No new woody vegetation patches were identified or mapped within the Survey Area. 

Noxious Weeds 

No new noxious weed patches were identified or mapped within the Survey Area. 

Threatened and Endangered Species 

No threatened or endangered species or associated critical habitat were identified or 
mapped within the Survey Area. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

No new natural resource features were identified within the Survey Area. If natural 
resources identified above are encountered during Project activities, E3 recommends 
following the guidance presented in the original Natural Resource Survey Report. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

Natural Resource Maps 

 



Refer to Attachment 1 of this filing. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A previously-completed Class I and Class III inventory, conducted in September 2015, 
included a pedestrian survey of an original 493-acre Survey Corridor and a re-
investigation of previously recorded archaeological sites in its vicinity. Although this 
area overlapped for the majority of its length, a 75-foot-wide corridor was surveyed for 
cultural resources during the summer of 2015, at which time the entire Survey Corridor 
was re-surveyed in 15 meter (maximum) transects as part of this study.  Upon review, 
on January 15, 2016, the State Historical Society of North Dakota (SHSND) concurred 
with the findings of the original study (NDSHPO Ref. 16-0462a).  

Additional project planning 1) added approximately 2.3 acres of extra work space and 
2) determined avoidance of Unevaluated site 32MZ793 was not feasible, so additional 
field work was executed for this project in March 2016.  The additional survey area fell 
within the previous Class I research area; Class III survey was negative for cultural 
resources.  32MZ2953 was evaluated for eligibility for the NRHP through a transect of 
six shovel probes and three formal one-meter-by-one-meter excavations; all subsurface 
investigation was negative for cultural materials, so 32MZ2953 is recommended Not 
Eligible for inclusion on the NRHP. 

No additional investigation is recommended for the two areas of the Survey Corridor 
addressed in this report.  
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