STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., Case No. PU-16-8
a Division of MDU Resources Group, Inc.

Cost of Gas 2016

Tariff Monthly Adjustments

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH
Geralyn R. Schmaltz deposes and says that:
she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and, on the 29th day of March,
2016, she deposited in the United States Mail, at Bismarck, North Dakota, two envelopes
with certified postage, return receipt requested, fully prepaid, securely sealed and
containing a photocopy of:

Order on Trade Secret Protection

The envelopes were addressed as follows:

Tamie Aberle Daniel S. Kuntz

Director of Regulatory Affairs Associate General Counsel

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. MDU Resources Group, Inc.

400 North Fourth Street PO Box 5650

Bismarck, ND 58501 Bismarck, ND 58506-5650 |

Cert. No. 7015 3010 0000 6559 9579 Cert. No. 7015 3010 0000 6559 9586 |

The address shown is the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post office
address.
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Subscribed and sworn to before me

this 29th dayach, 2016 o .,\/Wéq ﬂ/ 6W/Z/

SHELLY A. BAUSKE NOLETYFUbiE

Notary Public
State of North Dakota :
| My Commission Expires July 22, 2016 §
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a Division of MDU Case No. PU-16-8
Resources
Cost of Gas 2016

Tariff Monthly Adjustments

ORDER ON TRADE SECRET PROTECTION
MARCH 23, 2016

On December 8, 2015, Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a Division of MDU
Resources (Montana-Dakota or Company), filed an application for trade secret
protection pursuant to North Dakota Administrative Code Section 69-02-09-01
requesting a protective order limiting disclosure of “Trade Secret” information as defined
by North Dakota Century Code Section 47-25.1-01(4).

The information for which the Company seeks protection is a portion of the
monthly Cost of Gas filings that contains confidential information on gas commodity
pricing including demand charge monthly delivery quantities, demand charge amounts
excluding FT-1 MDDQ, commodity charge monthly delivery quantities excluding the gas
commodity — system quantity, the commodity charge quantities, the fuel transportation
rates of WBI, NB and NW as well as fuel storage rates and the gas commodity system
rate. The Company will mark these sections as “Trade Secret” in each monthly filing.

North Dakota Century Code Section 44-04-18.4(1) authorizes protection of
commercial and financial information if the information is privileged; the information has
not been previously publicly disclosed; and disclosure would cause competitive injury to

the person providing the information or impair the Commission from obtaining

12 PU-16-8 Filed: 3/23/2016  Pages:2

Order on Trade Secret Protection




necessary information in the future. N.D.C.C. § 44-04-18.4(2)(a)-(b). Commission Staff
has reviewed the request and believes that the application satisfies the requirements
which allow the Commission to grant trade secret protection in this proceeding.

Having reviewed the Company’'s application and Commission Staff's
recommendation, the Commission has determined that the information satisfies the
requirements of North Dakota Century Code for protection of information. In
accordance with N.D. Admin. Code Section 69-02-09-02, one copy of the trade secret
material will be provided monthly in a sealed envelope labeled TRADE SECRET —
PRIVATE. The Commission’s process provides a means for interested parties to review
the protected documents upon signing a nondisclosure agreement.

ORDER
The Commission Orders:
1. The Commission orders the December 8, 2015 application of Montana-

Dakota for trade secret protection of information is GRANTED.
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