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JJ 1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The North Dakota Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Act (North Dakota Century Code Chapter 
49-22) authorizes the Public Service Commission (Commission) to determine that the location, construction, 
and operation of jurisdictional energy conversion and transmission facilities will produce minimal adverse 
effects on the environment and the welfare of the citizens of North Dakota. Commission construction and 
post-construction inspections ensure that energy projects are constructed in compliance with the siting laws 
(North Dakota Century Code Chapter 49-22), rules (North Dakota Administrative Code Article 69-06) and 
applicable Commission Orders.

The Commission retained Interstate Engineering, Inc. (Interstate) to complete construction inspections of the 
Bakken Oil Express, LLC (BOE) Dickinson Bypass Pipeline Reroute Project (Project), Case No. PU-16-95, which 
was under construction in Stark County, North Dakota. The Project involves the construction of approximately 
0.7 miles of 16-inch outside diameter pipeline and associated facilities for the transmission of crude oil.

Construction of the Project commenced on May 17, 2016. Interstate conducted the Reclamation and 
Revegetation Inspection in September and October of 2016. Interstate prepared this report to document the 
Projects Reclamation and Revegetation as to provide a summary of compliance with the Commission Orders.

JJ 2. RECLAMATION & REVEGETATION INSPECTION (REVISED JUNE 2017)

The purpose of the Reclamation and Revegetation Inspection was to observe the restoration phase of the 
project and to verify that topsoil has been properly replaced, seeded and revegetated. The inspection occurred 
after the topsoil had been placed, the area seeded and the planted area had significant time for growth, in 
accordance with the Certification Relating to Order Provisions for Case PU-16-95 on May 30, 2017. The 
inspector took photographs of the site and are included in Appendix B.  Note the pipeline is marked by the 
yellow flags shown on the photos, from the October 2016 report.

As the photographs show and the inspector observed, the topsoil had been replaced, graded, seeded. Straw 
cover was spread, the seed had sprouted, and the grass had significant growth.  This project had some 
overlap onto the NDDOT bypass reroute project, which appears to have been reclaimed nearly at the same 
time.  There were some thin spots.  However even in these areas the grass was well rooted.  From about 
3+50 (photos 1, 2, and 3) the pipeline exited the NDDOT project right of way and entered private land, 
which is used for animal grazing.  This area had good root growth. Due to the animal grazing, the vegetation 
was struggling along the edges.  Near 11+00 (photo 4) there is a drainage crossing, which appears to have 
had effective erosion control installed and revegetated nicely, despite grazing.    Photographs 5, 6, 7, 8, 
and 9 show the effects of grazing on the previously planted area. However, there appears to be good root 
penetration.  Near station 29+00 (photos 10, 11, 12 and 13) the pipeline crosses a county road, which is a 
part of the NDDOT reroute.  Near the end of the project, the pipeline enters private land, which  is also used 
for grazing, though not as intensely.  
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