
PLAINS TERMINALS NORTH DAKOTA LLC 
2016-2026 

TEN-YEAR PLAN 
 

Introduction 
 
 In accordance with Section 49-22-04 of the North Dakota Century Code and Chapter 69-
06-02 of the North Dakota Administrative Code, Plains Terminals North Dakota LLC (“Plains”), 
submits the following Ten-Year Plan for years 2016 through 2026. 
 

1) A description of the general location, size, and type of all facilities to be owned or 
operated by the utility during the ensuing ten years, as well as those facilities to be 
removed from service during the ten-year period. 

 
A) Johnsons Corner Terminal 

1. East of Watford City, North Dakota, just east of Johnsons Corner intersection of 
Hwy 23 & 78 
a.  Product type:  crude oil 
b.  Maximum capacity:  50,000 barrels per day 
c.  Pump station specifications:  Oil will be gathered from trucks from production 

sites in North Dakota and Montana and unloaded at this facility.  A short 
pipeline (0.8 miles) has been installed to connect the Johnson Corner Terminal 
with a nearby connecting carrier to receive or deliver crude oil. 

d.  Two (2) 250,000 barrel crude oil storage tanks exist at this terminal as well as 
associated measurement and pumping equipment. 

e.  In Service date – July 2015 
f.  NOTE:  This asset was formerly owned by Legion Terminals, LLC and was 

acquired by Plains All American Pipeline, L.P., Plains’s parent company, in 
February 2015. 

 
B) Other Facilities 

 
 Plains is submitting a Consolidated Application for a Certificate of Corridor 
Compatibility and Route Permit requesting permission from the Commission to construct an 
approximately 3.5 mile crude oil pipeline originating at the Plains Johnsons Corner Terminal, 
approximately three (3) miles east of Johnsons Corner, North Dakota, and extending to the 
northwest to terminate at the Dakota Access Pipeline Johnsons Corner Terminal Facility, located 
approximately one (1) mile southeast of Johnsons Corner (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Johnsons Corner to Dakota Access Pipeline Project”). 
 
 Plans are currently underway to connect to various pipelines in the vicinity.  Those 
connections are undisclosed at the time of this filing. 
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Plains intends to expand the existing storage capacity at Johnsons Corner; however, the 
expansion of tank storage capacity is in preliminary planning stages and no definite project has 
been approved at the time of this filing. 
 
 There are no long term plans for construction at this time.  Plains does not own or operate 
any facilities that it plans to remove from service during the next ten (10) years. 
 

2) An identification of the location of the tentative preferred site for all energy conversion 
facilities and the tentative location of all transmission facilities on which construction is 
intended to be commenced within the ensuing five years and such other information as 
may be required by the commission.  The site and corridor identification shall be made in 
compliance with the criteria published by the commission pursuant to section 49-22-05.1. 

 
 As noted above, Plains plans to construct the Johnsons Corner to Dakota Access Pipeline 
Project upon approval from the Commission.  Plains evaluated a study area to determine the best 
location for the placement of the corridor and route for the Johnsons Corner to Dakota Access 
Pipeline Project in order to minimize any potential land use and environmental impacts, 
maximize public benefits, and to consider design and construction limitations and economics.  
The proposed location of the route within the corridor for the Johnsons Corner to Dakota Access 
Pipeline Project was made in compliance with Chapter 49-22-05.1, as discussed in the 
corresponding application for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit filed with 
the Commission for the project. 
 
 Plans are currently underway to connect to various pipelines in the vicinity.  Those 
connections are undisclosed at the time of this filing. 
 

Plains intends to expand the existing storage capacity at Johnsons Corner; however, the 
expansion of tank storage capacity is in preliminary planning stages and no definite project has 
been approved at the time of this filing. 
 

3) A description of the efforts by the utility to coordinate the plan with other utilities so as to 
provide a coordinated regional plan for meeting the utility needs of the region. 

 
 Oil and gas exploration activity remains uncertain due to unpredictable crude oil prices.  
Since petroleum exploration is a highly competitive business, regional planning for production 
and transportation of oil and gas production is very limited. 
 
 If the companies engaged in the exploration and production of oil and gas coordinated 
their plans on a regional basis in order to meet regional fuel requirements as they foresaw them, 
they may expose themselves to the severe penalties associated with violation of the nation’s 
antitrust laws. 
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4) A description of the efforts to involve environmental protection and land-use planning 
agencies in the planning process, as well as other efforts to identify and minimize 
environmental problems at the earliest possible stage in the planning process. 

 
 Plains has developed cooperative working relationships with the U.S. Forest Service, the 
Bureau of Land Management, the North Dakota Industrial Commission, the North Dakota Public 
Service Commission, the State Health Department, the State Water Commission, and those 
counties in which it operates. 
 
 Plains selects pipeline corridors and routing to minimize impact as required by the 
statutes and rules and regulations of the Public Service Commission.  Whenever desirable, Plains 
may employ local environmentalists and archaeologists to assist with planning; local farmers 
may be employed for restoring cropland to tillable condition following construction.  Plains is 
proud of its safety record in the operation of facilities in North Dakota and is prepared to meet 
any emergency that should arise in order to minimize the impact of any pipeline failure. 
 

5) A statement of the projected demand for the service rendered by the utility for the ensuing 
ten years and the underlying assumptions for the projection, with that information being 
as geographically specific as possible, and a description of the manner and extent to 
which the utility will meet the projected demands. 

 
 Despite a downturn in commodity pricing, producers in the Williston Basin region remain 
active; many producers have contractual commitments to deliver specified volumes to third 
parties which creates demand for crude oil infrastructure, i.e., pipelines and tank storage 
facilities.  As development and production continues, the need for transportation capability will 
also increase.  New facilities and pipelines may need to be constructed to meet growing demand; 
however, uncertainty and confidentiality of production activities leads to short range planning by 
the crude oil gathering and transportation industry. 
 
Company Overview 
 
 Plains and its affiliates provides crude petroleum transportation and storage services from 
producing leases to various pipeline or refinery destinations.  Ultimately, the crude oil is 
converted to marketable condition as fuels and lube products.  Plains must react to the oil and gas 
industry’s needs for its service on a much shorter time frame than five (5) or ten (10) years.  The 
distances involved are relatively short and the need for the service is generally only foreseeable 
by a few short months.  Long-range planning is valuable only to the extent that it permits Plains 
to react rapidly and efficiently to industry requirements for pipeline transportation and storage 
services. 


	JCtoDAPL_PSC_BinderCoverPage_WithMap_ClientLogo
	JCtoDAPL_PSC_CorridorCoverPage_withClientLogo
	Plains Terminals North Dakota LLC_JC-DAPL_Corridor_Final_03212016
	INTRODUCTION
	SECTION 1:   DESCRIPTION
	1.1 Type and Size of Facility
	1.1.1 Type
	1.1.2 Size
	1.1.3 Length

	1.2 Purpose of Facility
	1.3 Location
	1.4 Aboveground Facilities
	1.5 Project Schedule
	1.5.1 Certificate of Corridor Compatibility
	1.5.2 Route Permit
	1.5.3 RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION
	1.5.4 Construction Schedule
	1.5.5 Additional Project Permits or Authorizations


	Section 2: STUDIES
	2.1 Corridor
	2.2 Environmental Desktop Analysis
	2.2.1 Wildlife Inventory
	2.2.2 Wetland and Waterbodies Analysis
	2.2.3 Tree/Sapling/Shrub Analysis

	2.3 Agency Consultations
	2.3.1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
	2.3.1.1 Federally Protected Species Review
	2.3.1.2 Migratory Bird Treaty Act Consultation
	2.3.1.3 Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act Consultation
	2.3.1.4 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Managed Lands

	2.3.2 North Dakota Game and Fish Department
	2.3.3 North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department
	2.3.4 North Dakota Department of Trust Lands, Minerals and Surface Management
	2.3.5 North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office
	2.3.6 North Dakota Department of Health
	2.3.6.1 NDDoH Pollution Discharge Elimination System



	Section 3: NEED FOR FACILITY
	3.1 Analysis of Need Based on Present and Projected Demand, Including System Studies

	Section 4: CORRIDOR LOCATION AND CRITERIA EVALUATION
	4.1 Corridor Location
	4.2 Factors to be Considered in Evaluating Applications and Designation of Corridors and Routes (NDCC 49-22-09)
	4.2.1 Feasible Alternatives to the Proposed Corridor or Route
	4.2.2 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Natural Resources should the Proposed Corridor be Designated
	4.2.3 Existing Plans of the State, Local Government and Private Entities for Other Developments at or in the Vicinity of the Proposed Route
	4.2.4 Problems Raised by Federal Agencies, Other State Agencies and Local Entities

	4.3 Exclusion Areas (NDAC 69-06-08-02(1))
	4.3.1 Federal Resource Review
	4.3.2 State Resource Review
	4.3.3 County Resource Review
	4.3.4 Areas Critical to the Life Stages of Threatened and Endangered Animal or Plant Species
	4.3.5 Areas where Animal or Plant Species That are Unique or Rare to this State would be Irreversibly Damaged
	4.3.6 Areas Within 1,200 Feet of the Geographic Center of an ICBM Launch or Launch Control Facility
	4.3.7 Areas Within Thirty (30) Feet on Either Side of a Direct Line Between ICBM Launch or Launch Control Facilities to Avoid Microwave Interference

	4.4 Avoidance Areas (NDAC 69-06-08-02(2))
	4.4.1 Federal Resource Review
	4.4.2 State Resource Review
	4.4.3 HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOT SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED AS EXCLUSION OR AVOIDANCE AREAS
	4.4.4 Areas of Known Geologic Instability
	4.4.5 Areas Within 500 Feet of a Residence, School or Place of Business
	4.4.6 Reservoirs and Municipal Water Supplies
	4.4.7 Water Sources for Organized Rural Water Districts
	4.4.8 Irrigated Land
	4.4.9 Areas of Recreational Significance which are not Designated as Exclusion Areas

	4.5 Selection Criteria (NDAC 69-06-08-02(3))
	4.5.1 Agricultural Impact
	4.5.2 The Impacts Upon Other Resources

	4.6 Policy Criteria
	4.6.1 Policies and Commitments to Limit Environmental Impact
	4.6.2 Location and Design
	4.6.3 Training and Utilization of Available Labor in This State for the General and Specialized Skills Required
	4.6.4 Economies of Construction and Operation
	4.6.5 Use of Citizen Coordinating Committees
	4.6.6 Commitment of a Portion of the Transmitted Product for Use in this State
	4.6.7 Labor Relations
	4.6.8 The Coordination of Facilities
	4.6.9 Monitoring of Impacts
	4.6.10 Utilization of Existing and Proposed Rights-of-Way and Corridors
	4.6.11 Other Existing or Proposed Transmission Facilities


	Section 5: MITIGATIVE MEASURES
	5.1 Location
	5.2 Construction
	5.3 Operation

	Section 6: List of Preparers


	JCtoDAPL_PSC_RouteCoverPage_withClientLogo
	Plains Terminals North Dakota LLC_JC-DAPL_Route_Final_03212016
	INTRODUCTION
	Section 1: Description
	1.1 Type Of Transmission Facility
	1.2 PURPOSE OF TRANSMISSION FACILITY
	1.3 Length, Size and Design of Pipeline Facility
	1.3.1 Length of Facility
	1.3.2 Pipe Size
	1.3.3 Operating Pressure and Throughput

	1.4 Aboveground Facilities
	1.5 Width of Right-of-Way
	1.6 Location
	1.7 Project Schedule
	1.7.1 Route Permit
	1.7.2 Certificate of Corridor Compatibility
	1.7.3 RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION
	1.7.4 Construction Schedule
	1.7.5 Additional Project Permits or Authorizations


	Section 2: ROUTE ANALYSIS AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
	2.1 Pipeline Route
	2.2 Route Alternatives
	2.3 Environmental Survey
	2.3.1 Noxious Weeds
	2.3.2 Tree/Sapling/Shrub Survey
	2.3.3 Wetland and Waterbodies Survey
	2.3.3.1 Wetland Survey
	2.3.3.2 Waterbodies Survey

	2.3.4 Wildlife Inventory
	2.3.4.1 Federally Protected Species Survey

	2.3.5 North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office
	2.3.6 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Managed lands


	Section 3: ANALYSIS OF NEED BASED ON PRESENT AND PROJECTED DEMAND, INCLUDING SYSTEM STUDIES
	Section 4: SITING CRITERIA ANALYSIS
	4.1 Factors to be Considered in Evaluating Applications and Designations of Sites, Corridors and Routes (NDCC 49-22-09)
	4.1.1 Available Research and Investigation Relating to the Effects of the Location, Construction, and Operation of the Proposed Facility on Public Health and Welfare, Natural Resources and the Environment:
	4.1.2 The Effects of New Energy Conversion and Transmission Technologies and Systems Designed to Minimize Adverse Environmental Effects:
	4.1.3 Adverse Direct and Indirect Environmental Effects which cannot be Avoided Should the Proposed Site or Route be Designated:
	4.1.4 Alternatives to the proposed corridor or route which are developed during the hearing process and which minimize adverse effects:
	4.1.5 Irreversible and irretrievable commitments of natural resources should the proposed corridor and route be designated:
	4.1.6 Direct and Indirect Economic Impacts of the Proposed Facility:
	4.1.7 Existing Plans of the State, Local Government, and Private Entities for Other Developments at or in the Vicinity of the Proposed Route:
	4.1.8 The Effect of the Proposed Route on Existing Scenic Areas, Historic Sites and Structures and Paleontological or Archaeological Sites:
	4.1.9 The Effect of the Proposed Route on Areas Which are Unique Because of Biological Wealth or Because they are Habitats for Rare and Endangered Species:
	4.1.10 Problems Raised by Federal Agencies, Other State Agencies and Local Entities:

	4.2 Exclusion Areas (NDAC 69-06-08-02(1))
	4.2.1 Federal Resource Review
	4.2.2 State Resource Review
	4.2.3 County Resource Review
	4.2.4 Areas Critical to the Life Stages of Threatened and Endangered Animal or Plant Species
	4.2.5 Areas where Animal or Plant Species that are Unique or Rare to this State would be Irreversibly Damaged
	4.2.6 Areas Within 1,200 Feet of the Geographic Center of an ICBM Launch or Launch Control Facility
	4.2.7 Areas Within Thirty (30) Feet on Either Side of a Direct Line Between ICBM Launch or Launch Control Facilities to Avoid Microwave Interference

	4.3 Avoidance Areas (NDAC 69-06-08-02(2))
	4.3.1 Federal Resource Review
	4.3.2 State Resource Review
	4.3.3 Historical Resources Not specifically designated as Exclusion or avoidance Areas
	4.3.4 Areas of Known Geologic Instability
	4.3.5 Areas Within 500 Feet of a Residence, School or Place of Business
	4.3.6 Reservoirs and Municipal Water Supplies
	4.3.7 Water Sources for Organized Rural Water Districts
	4.3.8 Irrigated Land
	4.3.9 Areas of Recreational Significance which are not Designated as Exclusion Areas

	4.4 Selection Criteria (NDAC 69-06-08-02(3))
	4.4.1 Agricultural Impacts
	4.4.2 The Impacts Upon Other Resources

	4.5 Policy Criteria (NDAC 69-06-08-02.4)
	4.5.1 Policies and Commitments to Limit Environmental Impact
	4.5.2 Location and Design
	4.5.3 Training and Utilization of Available Labor in This State for the General and Specialized Skills Required
	4.5.4 Economies of Construction and Operation
	4.5.5 Use of Citizen Coordinating Committees
	4.5.6 Commitment of a Portion of the Transmitted Product for Use in this State
	4.5.7 Labor Relations
	4.5.8 The Coordination of Facilities
	4.5.9 Monitoring of Impacts
	4.5.10 Utilization of Existing and Proposed ROW and Corridors
	4.5.11 Other Existing or Proposed Transmission Facilities


	Section 5: MITIGATIVE MEASURES
	5.1 Location
	5.2 Construction
	5.3 Operation

	Section 6: DESCRIPTION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY PREPARATION, CONSTRUCTION AND RECLAMATION PROCEDURES
	6.1 Typical Pipeline Construction Procedures
	6.2 Wetland and Waterbody Construction Procedures
	6.3 Agricultural Land Construction and Restoration Procedures

	Section 7: EASEMENT, ACQUISITION, LANDOWNER NOTIFICATION AND EASEMENT COMPENSATION PLAN
	7.1 Landowner Information Regarding Easement Acquisition, and Necessary Easement Conditions and Restrictions
	7.2 Compensation Policy

	Section 8: LIST OF PREPARERS


	JC to DAPL_Appendices_031816
	Appendix A Flysheet
	Appendix B Flysheet
	Appendix C Flysheet
	Appendix D Flysheet
	Appendix E Flysheet
	Appendix F Flysheet
	App A_Typical Eng Drawings.pdf
	Typical Canal Undercrossing lined or unlined
	Typical Pipeline Bolt On Type Concrete Weight
	Typical Pipeline Set On Type Concrete Weight
	Typical Stream or Ditch Pipeline Crossing
	Typical Undercrossing All Roads

	AppendixB_ProjMaps_30152016.pdf
	JCtoDAPL11x17_OverviewMap_20160314
	JCtoDAPL11x17_NaturalResource_aerial_20160314
	JCtoDAPL11x17_NaturalResource_topo_20160314
	JCtoDAPL_11x17_LandCover_20160314

	App C_Consultations.pdf
	USFWS Flysheet
	ND Game and Fish Dept Flysheet
	ND Dept of Trust Lands - Surface flysheet
	ND Dept of Trust Lands_Minerals Management flysheet
	ND Parks and Rec Dept Flysheet
	SHPO flysheet

	Plains - JC to DAPL - Natural Resource Report reduced.pdf
	Appendix B WoodyVeg_Shrubs.pdf
	Shrubs

	Appendix B WoodyVeg_Trees.pdf
	Trees



	Plains Terminals North Dakota LLC_JC-DAPL_Corridor_Final_03242016.pdf
	INTRODUCTION
	SECTION 1:   DESCRIPTION
	1.1 Type and Size of Facility
	1.1.1 Type
	1.1.2 Size
	1.1.3 Length

	1.2 Purpose of Facility
	1.3 Location
	1.4 Aboveground Facilities
	1.5 Project Schedule
	1.5.1 Certificate of Corridor Compatibility
	1.5.2 Route Permit
	1.5.3 RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION
	1.5.4 Construction Schedule
	1.5.5 Additional Project Permits or Authorizations


	SECTION 2:   STUDIES
	1.6 Corridor
	1.7 Environmental Desktop Analysis
	1.7.1 Wildlife Inventory
	1.7.2 Wetland and Waterbodies Analysis
	1.7.3 Tree/Sapling/Shrub Analysis

	1.8 Agency Consultations
	1.8.1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
	1.8.1.1 Federally Protected Species Review
	1.8.1.2 Migratory Bird Treaty Act Consultation
	1.8.1.3 Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act Consultation
	1.8.1.4 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Managed Lands

	1.8.2 North Dakota Game and Fish Department
	1.8.3 North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department
	1.8.4 North Dakota Department of Trust Lands, Minerals and Surface Management
	1.8.5 North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office
	1.8.6 North Dakota Department of Health
	1.8.6.1 NDDoH Pollution Discharge Elimination System



	SECTION 3:   NEED FOR FACILITY
	1.9 Analysis of Need Based on Present and Projected Demand, Including System Studies

	SECTION 4:   CORRIDOR LOCATION AND CRITERIA EVALUATION
	1.10 Corridor Location
	1.11 Factors to be Considered in Evaluating Applications and Designation of Corridors and Routes (NDCC 49-22-09)
	1.11.1 Feasible Alternatives to the Proposed Corridor or Route
	1.11.2 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Natural Resources should the Proposed Corridor be Designated
	1.11.3 Existing Plans of the State, Local Government and Private Entities for Other Developments at or in the Vicinity of the Proposed Route
	1.11.4 Problems Raised by Federal Agencies, Other State Agencies and Local Entities

	1.12 Exclusion Areas (NDAC 69-06-08-02(1))
	1.12.1 Federal Resource Review
	1.12.2 State Resource Review
	1.12.3 County Resource Review
	1.12.4 Areas Critical to the Life Stages of Threatened and Endangered Animal or Plant Species
	1.12.5 Areas where Animal or Plant Species That are Unique or Rare to this State would be Irreversibly Damaged
	1.12.6 Areas Within 1,200 Feet of the Geographic Center of an ICBM Launch or Launch Control Facility
	1.12.7 Areas Within Thirty (30) Feet on Either Side of a Direct Line Between ICBM Launch or Launch Control Facilities to Avoid Microwave Interference

	1.13 Avoidance Areas (NDAC 69-06-08-02(2))
	1.13.1 Federal Resource Review
	1.13.2 State Resource Review
	1.13.3 HISTORICAL RESOURCES NOT SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED AS EXCLUSION OR AVOIDANCE AREAS
	1.13.4 Areas of Known Geologic Instability
	1.13.5 Areas Within 500 Feet of a Residence, School or Place of Business
	1.13.6 Reservoirs and Municipal Water Supplies
	1.13.7 Water Sources for Organized Rural Water Districts
	1.13.8 Irrigated Land
	1.13.9 Areas of Recreational Significance which are not Designated as Exclusion Areas

	1.14 Selection Criteria (NDAC 69-06-08-02(3))
	1.14.1 Agricultural Impact
	1.14.2 The Impacts Upon Other Resources

	1.15 Policy Criteria
	1.15.1 Policies and Commitments to Limit Environmental Impact
	1.15.2 Location and Design
	1.15.3 Training and Utilization of Available Labor in This State for the General and Specialized Skills Required
	1.15.4 Economies of Construction and Operation
	1.15.5 Use of Citizen Coordinating Committees
	1.15.6 Commitment of a Portion of the Transmitted Product for Use in this State
	1.15.7 Labor Relations
	1.15.8 The Coordination of Facilities
	1.15.9 Monitoring of Impacts
	1.15.10 Utilization of Existing and Proposed Rights-of-Way and Corridors
	1.15.11 Other Existing or Proposed Transmission Facilities


	SECTION 5:   MITIGATIVE MEASURES
	1.16 Location
	1.17 Construction
	1.18 Operation

	SECTION 6:   List of Preparers


	Plains Terminals North Dakota LLC - 10-Year Plan (2016-2026).pdf
	3) A description of the efforts by the utility to coordinate the plan with other utilities so as to provide a coordinated regional plan for meeting the utility needs of the region.




