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Executive Secretary 

August 18, 2016 

Public Version 

North Dakota Public Service Commission 
State Capitol Building 
Bismarck, NO 58505-0480 

Re: ProGold/ Cargill 
Gas Transportation Service Agreement 
Case No_ PU-16-

Great Plains Natural Gas Company, a Division of MDU Resources Group, Inc. (Great 
Plains), herewith submits an original and seven (7) copies of a Transportation Service 
Agreement (Agreement) with ProGold Limited Liability Company (ProGold) in 
accordance with Section 69-09-01-26 of the North Dakota Administrative Code. Great 
Plains is currently serving the ProGold facility located near Wahpeton, North Dakota 
under a Gas Transportation Agreement executed on September 28, 1995 for a term 
expiring on July 1, 2016. The North Dakota Public Service Commission (Commission) 
approved the Transportation Agreement on October 9, 1995 in Case No_ PU-402-95-
434. MDU Resources Group, Inc. acquired Great Plains in July 2000_ 

Great Plains and ProGold entered into a new Agreement dated August 1, 2016 with the 
initial rate applicable under the Gas Transportation Agreement to be effective upon 
Commission approval of the Agreement. The new Agreement will extend through 
December 2027, unless either party provides notice to terminate 180 days in advance of 
the first 5-year extension or by June 30, 2022. Great Plains and ProGold agreed to 
extend the current rate of approximately$ per dk applicable under the expiring 
agreement until such time the Agreement, attached hereto as Attachment A, is 
approved_ 

ProGold is the owner of the facility , which is a corn wet milling plant, located near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The facility is currently leased by Cargill Incorporated 
(Cargill) who will continue to operate the facility through the term of its current lease 
agreement with ProGold. The attached Agreement is expected to be assigned to 
Cargill . 

Great Plains' current Transportation Service rate schedule does not provide for flexible 
rates between a floor and the otherwise authorized distribution charge and no other 
customers are currently served under the Transportation Service schedule. Therefore, 
Great Plains is submitting the Agreement that establishes a transportation rate of $ 
per dk effective upon Commission approval. This rate w ill remain in effect through 
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GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO. 

December 31 , 2017. The transportation rate is scheduled to increase to$ per dk 
effective January 1, 2018 with a $ per dk increase effective on January 1 each year 
through the year 2027. The discounted rate is necessary to ensure the Wahpeton site 
remains competitive with natural gas pricing applicable at other facilities. The revenue 
contribution provided by this customer is important to all Great Plains' North Dakota 
customers. The facility is currently utilizing approximately 1.3 Bet on an annual basis 
which represents 66 percent of the load served on the Wahpeton system based on 
actual 2015 throughput. The revenue contribution will increase initially by$ with 
an increase of$ in year 2 and $ each year thereafter based on current 
volume levels. This increase will serve to minimize fixed costs that would otherwise be 
the responsibility of other customers. 

The return on operations submitted in the 2015 Annual Report to the Commission 
indicates the need for a rate case with a reported return less than 2 percent. It is 
anticipated that the return will remain around the same level in 2016 and the 
incremental revenues will serve to minimize the need for rate re lief. The rates proposed 
in the attached Agreement provide for recovery of costs associated with providing 
service along with a contribution to fixed costs thereby providing a benefit to all 
customers. The Agreement is compatible with the public interest. 

Montana-Dakota respectfully requests expedited review and consideration of this 
request to accommodate the continuation of service to the ProGold facil ity under the 
newly executed long term Agreement. 

Please refer all inquiries regarding this filing to: 

Ms. T amie A Aberle 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
400 North Fourth Street 
Bismarck, NO 58501 
Tamie.aberle@mdu.com 

Also, please send copies of all written inquiries, correspondence and pleadings to: 

Karl Liepitz 
Senior Attorney 
MDU Resources Group, Inc. 
P.O. Box 5650 
Bismarck, ND 58506-5650 
Karl .liepitz@mduresources.com 
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Montana-Dakota also herewith submits a check for $50.00 pursuant to the requirements 
of Section 49-05-05 of the North Dakota Century Code. 

Please contact me at 701.222.7856 or by email with any questions. 

Please acknowledge receipt by stamping or initialing the duplicate copy of this letter, 
attached hereto, and returning the same in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

Sincerely, 

Tamie A. Aberle 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 

Attachment 

3 



STATEOFNORTHDAKOTA 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of GREAT PLAINS ) 
NATURAL GAS CO., a Division of ) 
MDU Resources Group, Inc. Request ) Case No. PU-16-
for Approval of a Gas Transportation ) 
Service Agreeement with ProGold ) 
Limited Liability Company 

APPLICATION FOR TRADE SECRET PROTECTION 

Pursuant to N.D. Admin. Code§ 69-02-09-01, Great Plains Natural Gas Co. , a 

Division of MDU Resources Group ln., (Great Plains) respectfully requests that the 

Commission issue a trade secret protective order under N.D. Admin . Code§ 69-02-09-

04 and N.D. Cent. Code §44-04-18.4(1 & 2) . The purpose of the requested protective 

order is to protect against public disclosure of trade secrets as defined by N.D. Cent. 

Code§ 47-25.1-01(4). 

The information for which the Company seeks trade secret protection is the 

pricing information reflected in the Transportation Servcie Agreement with ProGold. 

The filing and Exhibit A of the Transportation Servcie Agreement contain 

negotiated pricing information relating to ProGold's business in a competitive 

environment and should not be disclosed or released to the public and that, if the 

information were released, competitors would be able to benefit from the information to 

the detriment of the customer. 

In accordance with N.D. Admin . Code§ 69-02-09-02, one copy of the trade 

secret material is provided in the enclosed sealed envelope labeled TRADE SECRET ­

PRIVATE. 

Dated this 181
h day of August, 2016. 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
A Division of MDU Resources Group, Inc. 

By: c9t{JV1\kc fxl '&:l/Jk_ 
Tamie A. Aberle 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
: ss. 

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH 

Tamie A. Aberle, being first duly sworn , deposes and says; that she is the Director 

of Regulatory Affairs for Great Plains Natural Gas Co. , the Applicant herein; that she 

has read the foregoing Petition , knows the contents thereof, and that the same is true 

and correct to the best of her knowledge, information and bel ief. 

Dated this 18th day of August 2016. 

AtnlAi w:kt~ 
Tamie A. Aberle 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of August 2016. 

CAITLIN STRAABE 
Notary Public 

State of North Dakota 
My Commission Expires August 28, 2019 

OF COUNSEL: 

Mr. Karl Liepitz 
Senior Attorney 
MDU Resources Group, Inc. 
P. 0 . Box 5650 
Bismarck, NO 58506-5650 

~86~ 
Caitlin Straabe, Notary Public 
State of North Dakota 
My Commission Expires: 08/28/2019 
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GAS TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

TMIS AGREEMEin Ia by and Ntw"n GR.U.T P~Jt,~HS NAT\JRAl GA.$ CO., a Otv~on o# IIIOU RMour'" Group, In< (•Company"), and 
PI!,OGOLD UMITIO UA1W!Y COMPA!ff iCvalO!Mrj and le en.<:tlw t :OO a.m. CCT on the 1"' ol the month following Nor11> O.kola 

PubMc a.rvtu Cormnaalon approval ot tt•• AQna•ment 

Cualetner 11M a~rt~trec Into ~tMtnenta to p~trc:tlau ~tunal GH and biW tMI 1111• dei!Yt.-.4 to • "rec•lpt point" uslnf 
Slll~rtAeont(•l .. apecltiH In attached Exhibit "A" aa Shlpper/Aoet~t. Cuatomer ·~'"* to notHy Compeny prior to any cllange In 
Shlp~Agent(al and twttMr agrHa to txaou• • n- Exhlhll "A" prlof to tilt change of went. 

Cuatomer and Company antar Into tllll GH Tna,.portatiOn AQtMIMtlt to haw aaid ga tranaportad by Compeny trom the " r.talpt 
point" to tlla "dallwry potnl(a)". 

1. Il!!.M· O.lh'ertel ancl Chargta he.-.u!lO.r ahall 
commence • apectn.o In Exhlltt '"1!1" att.aehe<l 1\enato and 
lnc:orpon~tt-.S ha,.ln. Thla Aet"M"*'t allall tarrnlnatt " not 
apptcWd by the NOf'•C Nfor• Nowmber 1, %01 8 or u 
o1herwlat pro~ Ill tM lixiiiDl wbu htreto. 

2. f\ECEIPT !!91HT. QIUVW PO!KT!St MU &CHIOULE. 
Natunl GM O.lhler.cl he,.~, allaH be Ill aeeordetoa w ith 
the COI'I'Ipeny'a ap~ raw achedute tltl~: 

TraMportatlofl &ervlce.{atta~fled h..-.to) 

Receipt Point: Yl~lllalftrq!tt Fttlt fi.OC 1117!) 

Tnlllpor1atlon Stry!et 

3 BECORQ EXAMIMDON. Cu.tomar thai! haYa tht rl9ht at 
aH ,.aaonabM ltlnM to aumtn. the llooka, rac:o~ and 
c l\alts of Company, lot a two ya., .-r1od au!Miaquul lc the 
laauanc.e In wtltlng of a cllapvta lnY~>Ic;t. to tM extent 
r>ee .... ry to wrlfy the accuracy of any atatam.nt, c harga or 
eomputaUon made wtdar or puralUint to any provlsiOfla of 
thla AQnaernant. 

4. ~· The larm and condttlona tor ~~ rendac'a(l 
Cuet.omar un~r thb A$,..,.111 ahall be aa apeeltled In 
appllcablt Company tllrtrt. aa approwd by North Dakota 
PubliC S.rvtc:a Commlnlon. Tilt 111t .. challJed lor ••Me:" 
ranO.I'MI Custom.r ahall be •• •paclfttd In !xhlbll •e•. 

Company allall 1\aw the rtgln to ... II to modify tht ratM 
eha~ and tilt .. .,. and condttlona he.-.uftde~ by m•t"9 
unilateral rate ftllnsa with tile NOf'ttl O.kota l'>ubac S.1'VIct 
comm .. aton. 

5. M§!QNMEHJ. Cuatomar IIJrHI that It will n01 ua~tn IIIII 
AOrMmant ueapt upon wrtuan c-.ent of c~ny. 

1. IHG!SfS$ NUl £GR£N. Company Ia '*-bV gnanlad 
f1thtll ot lng~M$ and egrMa, • renonablt llrnta. tor 
operating, IMpectlftg and n'-lntalnlng any o# Compa"Y' • 
fKIItln on Cu.tom.r'a pnamla•. 

7. REQU\.ATOR)' AUIHOf3lJ)'. Thla AofMmantla aullj~ to 
au wlkl s-. onan, ruiN and ,.gulatlo,. of any and all 
duly conetltutad aultlorltlat 1\avi"' )urlldletlc:.n owr tM 
aubfect rnetir l>eraln and Ia av~t to tht rKelpc of ""Y 
nac...ary alltbortuUon tor the tranapo-t.tlon Mtvk:e 
eontamplat.d tt.raln. 

IN WITNESS WHEitEOf, tht ,., ... 111>1 duly executed thb AgrMmant as of th !Uta and year below wrttlan 

CUSTOM!R COMPANY 

GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO. 
Pf(OGQU) UMfTW LIABILITY COMPANY ~ Ply!Jion of MDU Buourcu Groyo. Inc; 

6y; ----i::( / 1.<-,V. 

le~ ., 4r#c.~ --~ 
Director, Region 

Title _j_ t ~!-L. • I~·· •..{ 

Da~d ~ --. 1_-_ D1ted 



EXHIBIT "A" 
GAS TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

This docu~nt is ~n atuchment to the Gas Transportation Agreement dated 8/1/2016 between GREAT 
PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO. ("Company") and PROGOLD LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY ("Customer''). 

This Exhibit "A" is eff.ctlve 9:00a.m. CCT on the 1'1 of the month following North Dakota Public St rv k:e 
Commission approval and continuing through the tenn of this Agreement. 

Customer's Maximum Interruptible Transportation Quantity: ..§.QQQ dk per day 

The Shlpper/Agtnt(s) name Is PROGObQ LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Customer hereby authorizes Company to fumfsh the Shipper/Agent any tnforrrn~tlon relating to the 
volume and/or cost of natural gas fumlshed by Company for use by Customer. This authorization will 
remain In effect until a wrttten notice Is received from Customer. 

I s ~ I) 
Accepted and agreed to this __J_ day of _:_··:..:tJ9.1'-"''c..S.J._I __ . 20ft. 

CUSTOMER 

PROGOLO LIMlTEO UAB!UTY COMPANY 

By: - l.t/l ~.tt! (._)cu, . • u. 
1 ~ ,,,.._ t .._ le>-r .-..c. 

Title: .j t' ~ Prc , J. ~~,.( o.f I , ,, ... ""(, 

,.J.. .} 

Ac;cept~ and agreed to thu> {J-
1

day of !L'f/.v.J1 

COMPANY 

GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO. 
A Plvt•!2 of ~OU Rr.oyrces Group. Inc. 

By: v /4!1f' a(~ -~ 
Cr~Lohstreter 
Director, Region 

,2o /b . 



EXHIBIT"B" 
GAS TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

This document Is an atQchment to the Gu Transportation Agreement dated 8/1/2016 between GREAT 
PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO. ("Company") and PROGOLD LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY {" Custom•r" ) 

Term of Rate 

1"1 of~ mo11th following North Dakota Public Service Commi.alon 
approval through December 31, 2017: $ t>er dekatherm 
January 1, 201 a through December 31, 2018. s per dekatherm 
January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019: $< per dekatherm 
Janvary 1, 2020 through December 31 , 2020: $1 per dekathtrm 
January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 : $i per dek.atherm 
January 1, 2022 through December 31 , 2022: $i per dekat~rm 

1/ January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023 : 
Janvary 1 , 202A through December 31 , 2024: 
Janvary 1, 2025 through December 31 , 2025: 
January 1, 2026 through December 31 , 2026: 
January 1, 2027 through December 31 , 2027: 

$ 
$ 
$ 
s 
$. 

per dekatherm 
per dekatherm 
per dekatherm 
per dekatherm 
per dekatherm 

1/ This Agreement shall continue through December 31, 2027 at the rates shown above unless written 
notice Is provided no latttf' than 180 days prior to December 31 , 2022 by either Company or Customer to 
terminate the agr~ent on December 31, 2022 . 

EffoctJve on the 1'1 of the month following North Dakota Public Service Comm ls.s1on approval and 
continuing through the tenn of this Agreement, Customer shall also ~ Company a monthly per meter 
ch11rge of $100. Such charge shall apply to each meter used by Company to measure the quantity of natural 
gas dellve~ to Customer. 

, ....- f'\ 
Accepted and agrMd to this ---1.:._ day of f!~LIS t , 20.1.!!_ 

CUSTOMER 

PRQGOI,.O UMITEP LIABIUTY COMPANY 

A~:cepted and agreed to this ~,-fl] day of /P:j1A'.JI, 2o/d. . 

COMPANY 

GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO., 
A Division of MDU Resources Group. Inc. 

By~;;(~ ~ 
Cr Lohstreter 
Director, Region 


