STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS,
A SOUTH DAKOTA PARTNERSHIP,

Case Nos. PU-16-48 and
PU-17-50 .

M N S N N N N SN N N

MOTION TO PARTIALLY AMEND ORDERS

COMES NOW Midcontinent Communications, pursuant to N.D.A.C. § 69-02-02-08, and
moves the Commission to partially amend its May 5, 2016, Order in PU-16-48 and its March 29,
2017, Order in PU-17-50. As part of the Order in PU-16-48, Midcontinent executed a
Certification Relating to Order Provisions, which requires at paragraph 13 of the Certification
that Midcontinent “file at least annually or more often if requested by the Public Service
Commission, a complete list of Midcontinent’s customers and waivers, including confirmation
that each customer has agreed to allow Midcontinent to release any records required for the
administration of its Lifeline program, and to access any state records and/or databases needed to
confirm eligibility, for each customer on the list.” As part of the Order in PU-17-50, the Order
states “Midcontinent shall file at least annually . . . a complete list of Midcontinent’s lifeline
customers for the Cooperstown exchange. This list will include a brief description of the proof
reviewed by Midcontinent for customer lifeline eligibility and the eligibility dates if any.” A

Certification Relating to Order Provisions was also signed by Midcontinent as part of the Order
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in PU-17-50 and contains at paragraph 13 a requirement for Midcontinent to supply proof of
customer Lifeline eligibility.

As a basis for this motion, Midcontinent no longer has the ability to provide the required
information to the Commission. Because North Dakota is now part of USAC’s National
Verifier, eligibility processing and determinations for Lifeline are now made by USAC.
Midcontinent respectfully requests that the Orders be amended to reflect that Midcontinent no
longer has the obligation to provide annual lists of subscriber documentation, including how the
subscriber qualified (SNAP, Medicaid, income, etc), for Lifeline benefits. The request is one
made out of practicality because Midcontinent simply does not have the information given the
changeover to National Verifier.

Midcontinent has visited with Commission staff on this issue. Midcontinent is willing to
send representatives to meet with the Commission to explain the change to the Commission and
to answer any questions the Commissioners may have.

Midcontinent respectfully requests expedited review of its motion given ETC
reporting requirements are due October 1, 2019, and, as stated, Midcontinent does not
have the ability to submit a subscriber list for 2019.

Further, Midcontinent respectfully requests that the Commission hold in abeyance
the current requirements to provide a list proving subscriber Lifeline eligibility until
further notice given the change to National Verifier and given the close proximity of

October 1, 2019, which is the date Midcontinent is required to provide the list.
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Dated: September 6, 2019.

PEARCE DURICK PLLC

il 5 Wb

ZACHARY E. PEEHAM, ND#05904
zep@pearce durick.com

314 E. Thayer Avenue

P.O. Box 400

Bismarck, ND 58502-0400

(701) 223-2890

Attorneys for Midcontinent Communications
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