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March 12, 2018

Executive Secretary
North Dakota Public Service Commission

600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

RE: North Dakota Network Co. dba SRT Wireless —ND ETC Relinquishment
Request

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed for filing regarding the above-referenced matter, please find an original and
seven (7) copies of the following:

1. Application of North Dakota Network Co. dba SRT Wireless for
Relinquishment of Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Designation and
Discontinuance of Wireless Service.

Also enclosed is an extra copy of the Application to be date-stamped and returned to us in
the enclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Thank you for your attention. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
us.

Very truly yours,

ftevic
David J. Hogue

DJI^
Enclosures

www.pringlelaw. net

PU-18-91 Filed: 3/13/2018 Pages; 10
Application for Relinquishment of ETCDesignation
and Discontinuance of Wireless Service

North Dakota Network Co.

David J. Hogue, Pringle & Herigstad, P.C



BEFORE THE NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Application ofNorth Dakota Network Co. dba
SRT Wireless for Relinquishment of Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier Designation

Case No.

APPLICATION OF NORTH DAKOTA NETWORK CO. DBA SRT WIRELESS FOR

RELINQUISHMENT OF ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER
DESIGNATION AND DISCONTINUANCE OF WIRELESS SERVICE

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(4) and 47 CFR. § 54.205(a), North Dakota Network Co. dba

SRT Wireless ("NDNC") submits this Application to the North Dakota Public Service

Commission ("Commission") requesting relinquishment of its designation as an Eligible

Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") effective on March 31, 2018 or an earlier date determined

by the Commission. As explained herein, this Application should be expeditiously granted

because NDNC is no longer providing wireless services as of February 28, 2018, and federal law

supports the grant ofNDNCs Application.

In support of this Application, NDNC states as follows:

1. NDNC is a North Dakota corporation based in Minot, North Dakota, and is a seller

of wireless services.

2. On July 31, 2003, in Case No. PU-2048-03-235, the Commission issued its initial

order designating NDNC as a Designated Eligible Telecommunications Carrier to provide

universal services using a combination of its own wireless personal communications service

facilities and resale of other carriers' services for purposes of qualifying for federal universal

service fund support. By that order, NDNC was designated as an eligible telecommunications

carrier in the study area of SRT Communications, Inc. On March 22, 2006, in case PU-05-653,
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the Commission issued a second order, expanding NDNC's ETC study area to the area in which

NDNC is licensed by the FCC to provide commercial mobile radio services, Basic Trading Area

299 ("ETA 299" or the "Minot ETA"). Since that order and through February 28, 2018, NDNC

has provided universal services throughout the Minot ETA using its own facilities and the resale

of others' facilities.

3. Eased on market conditions and business considerations, NDNC has made the

business decision to relinquish its ETC designation in all areas where it is so designated in North

Dakota.

4. The majority of NDNC subscribers ported their number to other wireless carriers

through the Local Number Portability process. As of the February 2018 reporting period, NDNC

did not have any Lifeline customers.

5. Lifeline-eligible subscribers in the area served by NDNC have many other service

provider options available to them. In particular. North Dakota is also served by other ETCs that

provide wireless LifeLine service, including AT&T Mobility LLC, North Dakota RSA 3, North

Dakota 1 -Northwest Dakota LP, Sagebrush Cellular, and Verizon Wireless. Exhibit 1, portion

of the USAC report of disbursements for February 2018.

6. Because there is more than one ETC in each area where NDNC is designated as an

ETC in North Dakota, federal law provides that the Commission should permit NDNC to

relinquish its Lifeline-only ETC designation under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(4), which states in pertinent

part:

A State commission ... shall permit an eligible
telecommunications carrier to relinquish its designation as such
a carrier in any area served hy more than one eligible
telecommunications carrier. An eligible telecommunications
carrier that seeks to relinquish its eligible telecommunications
carrier designation for an area served by more than one eligible



telecommunications carrier shall give advance notice to the State
commission ... of such relinquishment. Prior to permitting a
telecommunications carrier designated as an eligible
telecommunications carrier to cease providing universal service in
an area served by more than one eligible telecommunications
carrier, the State commission ... shall require the remaining eligible
telecommunications carrier or carriers to ensure that all customers

served by the relinquishing carrier will continue to be served, and
shall require sufficient notice to permit the purchase or construction
ofadequate facilities by any remaining eligible telecommunications
carrier.

Id. (emphasis added).

7. The rules of the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") also support the

approval of NDNC's Application. Specifically, 47 C.F.R. § 54.205(a)-(b) requires that a "state

commission shall permit" an ETC to "relinquish its designation as such in any area served by

more than one [ETC]," and similarly requires the state commission to ensure that all customers

served by the relinquishing carrier will continue to be served. 47 C.F.R. § 54.205(a)-(b) (emphasis

added). Other provisions of 47 C.F.R. § 54.205(b) concerning facilities-based providers are

inapplicable because NDNC is a reseller and mobile virtual network operator, and has no facilities

in North Dakota.

8. Because NDNC has no Lifeline subscribers as of February 28, 2018, this

Application presents no issues regarding the transition of NDNC's subscribers to a new service

provider. That transition process continues and is near completion. To avoid inconveniencing

new subscribers who would otherwise need to transition to another carrier soon after enrolling,

NDNC plans to refer any new Lifeline applicants to other ETCs.

9. Because NDNC had a very small number ofremaining subscribers in North Dakota,

NDNC's relinquishment of its ETC designation presents no risk of harm to the public interest.



10. NDNC's address and telephone number are set forth below:

North Dakota Network Co.

3615 N. Broadway
Minot,ND 58703
(701) 858-1200

11. NDNC's counsel in this matter is set forth below:

David Hogue
Pringle & Herigstad, P.C.
2525 Elk Drive

PO Box 1000

Minot, ND 58702
(701) 852-0381
dhogue@nringlend.com

12. This Application is supported by the Affidavit of Steve Lysne, attached hereto as

Exhibit 2.

CONCLUSION

Based on the foregoing, NDNC respectfully requests that the Commission grant this

Application and NDNC's relinquishment of its ETC designation.

: 3-12-2.015Dated

Respectfully submitted,

North Dakota Network Co.

dba SRT Wireless

id Hogue
Pringle & Herigstad,lP.C.
2525 Elk Drive

PO Box 1000

Minot, ND 58702
(701) 852-0381
dhogue@pringlend.com



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served, in accordance with the sections 69-02-01-03

and 69-02-02-04(2) ofNorth Dakota Administrative Code, the original and seven (7) copies of the

foregoing Application upon the North Dakota Public Service Commission, at the following

address:

Executive Secretary
North Dakota Public Service Commission

600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Dated this day of March, 2018.

D^d J. iVgu
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EXHIBIT

State SPIN Study Area Name Lifeline Linkup TIS TOTAL Mo/Year

i+J ND 143002198 381447 NORTH DAKOTA TELEPHONE COMPANY $4,643.00 $76.00 $0.00 $4,719.00 Feb/2018

l+i ND 143002152 381509 WaVERTON TELEPHONE COMPANY $280.00 $0.00 $0.00 $280.00 Feb/2018

[+i ND 143002200 381601 AB5ARAKA COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE CO. INC. $36.00 $0.00 $0.00 $36.00 Feb/2018

1+1 ND 143002737 381604 BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE $1,166.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,166.00 Feb/2018

m ND 143002202 381607 CONSOLIDATED TELECOM $421.00 $0.00 $0.00 $421.00 Feb/2018

[+] ND 143002739 381610 DAKOTA CENTRAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE $454.00 $0.00 $0.00 $454.00 Feb/2018

[+! ND 143002204 381611 DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE $4,043.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,043.00 Feb/2018

s+i ND 143002212 381614 POLAR COMMUNICATIONS MUTUAL AID CORP. $1,582.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,582.00 Feb/2018

l+j ND 143002206 381615 GRIGG5 COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY $537.00 $0.00 $0.00 $537.00 Feb/2018

i±l ND 143002207 381616 INTER-COMMUNITY TELEPHONE $361.00 $0.00 $0.00 $361.00 Feb/2018

L+J ND 143002208 381617 MID5TATE TELEPHONE COMPANY $120.00 $0.00 $0.00 $120.00 Feb/2018

El ND 143002212 381630 POLAR COMMUNICATIONS MUTUAL AID CORP. $6,420.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,420.00 Feb/2018

El ND 143002213 381631 RED RIVER RURAL TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION $601.00 $0.00 $0.00 $601.00 Feb/2018

[+] ND 143002214 381632 RESERVATION TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE $2,109.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,109.00 Feb/2018

El ND 143002216 381636 UNITED TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION $22,794.00 $265.00 $0.00 $23,059.00 Feb/2018

El ND 143002752 381637 WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE $18,004.00 $90.00 $0.00 $18,094.00 Feb/2018

ND 143025699 382247 MISSOURI VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS INC. $370.00 $0.00 $0.00 $370.00 Feb/2018

m ND 143002220 383303 SRT COMMUNICATIONS INC. $4,394.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,394.00 Feb/2018

m ND 143005231 385144 CENTURYUNKQWEST CORPORATION $4,200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,200.00 Feb/2018

El ND 143027200 386128 DAKTEL COMMUNICATIONS LLC $9.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.00 Feb/2018

B ND 143015776 389004 NORTH DAKOTA NETWORK COMPANY $65.00 $0.00 $0.00 $65.00 Feb/2018 ii

Entered Applies Type Non-Tribal Subscribers Tribal Subscribers Lifeline Linkup TLS TOTAL

Voice Broadband Bundled Voice Broadband Bundled

01-2018 01-2018 True-Up 7 0 GO 0 0 $65.00 $0.00 $0.00 $65.00

El ND 143001179 389011 MIDCOWnNENT COMMUNICATIONS $16,696.00 $0.00 $0.00 $16,696.00 Feb/2018

El ND 143000729 389013 SAGEBRUSH CELLULAR INC. $38.00 $0.00 $0.00 $38.00 Feb/2018

El ND 143032578 389015 ATANDT MOBILITY LLC $480.00 $0.00 $0.00 $480.00 Feb/2018

L+i ND 143028229 389017 TELRITE CORPORATION $1,573.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,573.00 Feb/2018

l+i ND 143036595 389018 BOOMERANG WIRELESS LLC $25,742.00 $0.00 $0.00 $25,742.00 Feb/2018

l+i ND 143037358 389021 TEMPO TELECOM LLC $9.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.00 Feb/2018

S ND 143002198 381447 NORTH DAKOTA TELEPHONE COMPANY $4,633.00 $76.00 $0.00 $4,709.00 3an/2018

ffl ND 143002737 381604 BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE $1,139.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,139.00 Jan/2018

l+i ND 143002202 381607 CONSOUDATED TELECOM $412.00 $0.00 $0.00 $412.00 Jan/2018

ffl ND 143002739 381610 DAKOTA CENTRAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE $203.00 $0.00 $0.00 $203.00 Jan/2018

https://www.usac.org/li/tools/disbursements/results.aspx 3/6/2018
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a ND 143002751 381610 DAKOTA CENTRAL TELECOM I $260.00 $0.00 $0.00 $260.00 Jan/2018

ffl ND 143002206 381615 GRIGGS COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY $555.00 $0.00 $0.00 $555.00 3an/2018

a ND 143002207 381616 INTER-COMMUNITY TELEPHONE $574.00 $0.00 $0.00 $574.00 3an/2018

a ND 143002208 381617 MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY $120.00 $0.00 $0.00 $120.00 3an/2018

a ND 143002211 381625 NORTHWEST COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE $842.00 $0.00 $0.00 $842.00 3an/2018

a ND 143002213 381631 RED RIVER RURAL TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION $601.00 $0.00 $0.00 $601.00 3an/2018

a ND 143002214 381632 RESERVATION TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE $1,746.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,746.00 Jan/2018

a ND 143002216 381636 UNITED TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION $417.00 $0.00 $0.00 $417.00 Jan/2018

a ND 143002749 381636 TURTLE MOUNTAIN COMMUNICATIONS INC. $22,900.00 $0.00 $0.00 $22,900.00 Jan/2018

a ND 143002752 381637 WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE $17,962.00 $90.00 $0.00 $18,052.00 Jan/2018

a ND 143025699 382247 MISSOURI VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS INC. $370.00 $0.00 $0.00 $370.00 Jan/2018

a ND 143002220 383303 SRT COMMUNICATIONS INC. $4,598.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,598.00 Jan/2018

a ND 143005231 385144 CENTURYUNK QWEST CORPORATION $4,283.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,283.00 Jan/2018

a ND 143027200 386128 DAKTEL COMMUNICATIONS LLC $9.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.00 Jan/2018

B ND 143015776 389004 NORTH DAKOTA NETWORK COMPANY $83.00 $0.00 $0.00 $83.00 Jan/20181

Entered Applies Type Non-Tribal Subscribers Tribai Subscribers Lifeline Linkup TLS TOTAL

12-2017 12-2017 True-Up

ND 143001065 389006

Entered Applies

Voice Broadband Bundled Voice

9 0 0 0

NORTH CEIVTRAL RSA 2 OF NORTH DAKOTA

Non-Tribai Subscribers

Broadband

0

Tribai Subscribers

Broadband

0

Bundled

0

$9.00

$83.00 $0.00 $0.00 $83.00

$0.00 $0.00 $9.00 3an/2018

Lifeline Linkup TLS TOTALType

Voice Broadband Bundied Voice

12-2017 12-2017 True-Up 10 0 0

B ND 143034529 389007 NORTH DAKOTA 1 - NORTHWEST DAKOTA LP

ND 143034468 389008 NORTH DAKOTA RSA 3

a ND 143000729 389013 SAGEBRUSH CEUULAR INC.

ffl ND 143034682 389014 STANDING ROCK TELECOM INC

B ND 143032578 389015 ATANDT MOBILITY LLC

i+i ND 143028229 389017 TELRITE CORPORATION

L+i ND 143036595 389018 BOOMERANG WIRELESS LLC

B ND 143037125 389023 BLUE JAY WIRELESS LLC

a ND 143002198 381447 NORTH DAKOTA TELEPHONE COMPANY

a ND 143002737 381604 BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

a ND 143002202 381607 CONSOLIDATED TELECOM

a ND 143002739 381610 DAKOTA CENTRAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

a ND 143002751 381610 DAKOTA CENTRAL TELECOM I

a ND 143002206 381615 GRIGGS COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY

a ND 143002208 381617 MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY

a ND 143002213 381631 RED RIVER RURAL TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

Ltl ND 143002214 381632 RESERVATION TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

s ND 143002216 381636 UNITED TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION

a ND 143002749 381636 TURTLE MOUNTAIN COMMUNICATIONS INC.

a ND 143002752 381637 WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

a ND 143002218 381638 MIDSTATE COMMUNICATIONS INC.

a ND 143025699 382247 MISSOURI VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS INC.

a ND 143002220 383303 SRT COMMUNICATIONS INC.

a ND 143005231 385144 CENTURYUNKQWEST CORPORATION

a ND 143027200 386128 DAKTEL COMMUNICATIONS LLC

a ND 143015776 389004 NORTH DAKOTA NETWORK COMPANY

a ND 143001065 389006 NORTH CENTRAL RSA 2 OF NORTH DAKOTA

a ND 143034529 389007 NORTH DAKOTA 1 - NORTHWEST DAKOTA LP

a ND 143034468 389008 NORTH DAKOTA RSA 3

a ND 143001179 389011 MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS

a ND 143000729 389013 SAGEBRUSH CELLULAR INC.

a ND 143034682 389014 STANDING ROCK TELECOM INC

a ND 143032578 389015 ATANDT MOBILITY LLC

a ND 143028229 389017 TELRITE CORPORATION

a ND 143036595 389018 BOOMERANG WIRELESS LLC

a ND 143002198 381447 NORTH DAKOTA TELEPHONE COMPANY

a ND 143002737 381604 BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

a ND 143002202 381607 CONSOUDATED TELECOM

a ND 143002739 381610 DAKOTA CENTRAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

a ND 143002751 381610 DAKOTA CENTRAL TELECOM I

1+1 ND 143002204 381611 DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

a ND 143002206 381615 GRIGGS COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY

a ND 143002208 381617 MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY

https://www.usac.org/li/tools/disbursements/results.aspx

0 $9.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.00

$56.00 $0.00 $0.00 $56.00 Jan/2018

$28.00 $0.00 $0.00 $28.00 Jan/2018

$38.00 $0.00 $0.00 $38.00 Jan/2018

$9,145.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9,145.00 Jan/2018

$1,010.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,010.00 Jan/2018

$1,610.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,610.00 Jan/2018

$33,813.00 $0.00 $0.00 $33,813.00 Jan/2018

$18.00 $0.00 $0.00 $18.00 Jan/2018

$4,879.00 $38.00 $0.00 $4,917.00 Dec/2017

$1,352.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,352.00 Dec/2017

$394.00 $0.00 $0.00 $394.00 Dec/2017

$203.00 $0.00 $0.00 $203.00 Dec/2017

$268.00 $0.00 $0.00 $268.00 Dec/2017

$546.00 $0.00 $0.00 $546.00 Dec/2017

$120.00 $0.00 $0.00 $120.00 Dec/2017

$629.00 $0.00 $0.00 $629.00 Dec/2017

$1,943.00 $60.00 $0.00 $2,003.00 Dec/2017

$417.00 $0.00 $0.00 $417.00 Dec/2017

$23,210.00 $55.00 $0.00 $23,265.00 Dec/2017

$18,766.00 $30.00 $0.00 $18,796.00 Dec/2017

$194.00 $0.00 $0.00 $194.00 Dec/2017

$361.00 $0.00 $0.00 $361.00 Dec/2017

$9,962.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9,962.00 Dec/2017

$4,385.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,385.00 Dec/2017

$9.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.00 Dec/2017

$213.00 $0.00 $0.00 $213.00 Dec/2017

$9.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9.00 Dec/2017

$56.00 $0.00 $0.00 $56.00 Dec/2017

$28.00 $0.00 $0.00 $28.00 Dec/2017

$8,113.00 $0.00 $0.00 $8,113.00 Dec/2017

$47.00 $0.00 $0.00 $47.00 Dec/2017

$8,802.00 $0.00 $0.00 $8,802.00 Dec/2017

$526.00 $0.00 $0.00 $526.00 Dec/2017

$1,600.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,600.00 Dec/2017

$10,308.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10,308.00 Dec/2017

$4,838.00 $38.00 $0.00 $4,876.00 Nov/2017

$1,416.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,416.00 Nov/2017

$421.00 $0.00 $0.00 $421.00 Nov/2017

$231.00 $0.00 $0.00 $231.00 Nov/2017

$343.00 $0.00 $0.00 $343.00 Nov/2017

$4,153.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,153.00 Nov/2017

$537.00 $0.00 $0.00 $537.00 Nov/2017

$240.00 $0.00 $0.00 $240.00 Nov/2017

3/6/2018



BEFORE THE NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Application ofNorth Dakota Network Co. dba
SRT Wireless for Relinquishment of Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier Designation

Case No.

EXHIBIT 2

AFFIDAVIT OF STEVE D. LYSNE IN SUPPORT OF PETITION OF

NORTH DAKOTA NETWORK CO. TO RELINQUISH ETC STATUS

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
)ss.

COUNTY OF WARD )

Steve D. Lysne states the following under oath:

1. 1 am the General Manager ofNorth Dakota Network Co. ("NDNC") and its parent

company, SRT Communications, Inc ("SRT").

2. NDNC made a business decision to discontinue the provision ofcommercial mobile

radio services to subscribers within NDNC's trade area, which includes the study area of SRT, and

Basic Trading Area 299 (the "Minot BTA").

3. The majority of NDNC subscribers ported their number to other wireless carriers

through the Local Number Portability process. As of the February 2018 reporting period, NDNC

did not have any Lifeline customers.

4. Lifeline-eligible subscribers in the area served by NDNC have many other service

provider options available to them. In particular. North Dakota is also served by other ETCs that

provide wireless LifeLine service, including AT&T Mobility LLC, North Dakota RSA 3, North



Dakota 1 - Northwest Dakota LP, Sagebrush Cellular, and Verizon Wireless. See Exhibit 1,

portion of the USAC report ofdisbursements for February 2018 for North Dakota.

5. Because NDNC has no Lifeline subscribers as of February 28, 2018, I conclude

NDNC's Application presents no issues regarding the transition ofNDNCs subscribers to a new

serviceprovider. That transitionprocesscontinuesand is near completion. NDNC is not providing

any wireless services to subscribers and plans to refer any new Lifeline applicants to other ETCs.

HvDated this ^ day ofMarch 2018.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

TRACIE HANSEN

Notary Public
State of North Dakota

I My CDommission Expires Sept. 6,2023

NORTH DAKOTA NETWORK CO.

Steve D. Lysne, Manager

day of March 2018.

Notary Public j ^
For the State ofNorth Dakota


