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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the location of the proposed refinery. Attached is a letter from the
board of Directors of North Dakota Badlands Horse.

Marylu Weber
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January 26, 2018

North Dakota Department of Health
Division of Air Quality

918 E. Divide Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

RE: Location of the proposed Davis Refinery near Theodore Roosevelt National Park

Dear North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Air Quality:

| am writing on behalf of North Dakota Badlands Horse, a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit,
registered in North Dakota, which advocates for the wild horses in Theodore
Roosevelt National Park (TRNP) and assists park staff with capture, care, and
placing of wild horses when they are culled from the herd. Several of our
followers regularly hike and ride in the park and work with the captured horses in
the handling facility on the east side of the park, only a few miles from the
proposed site of this refinery.

| would like to express our opposition to the current proposed site of the Davis
Refinery near TRNP based on the following concerns:

1. Meridian’s avoidance of a comprehensive site approval by the North
Dakota Public Service Commission

By reducing their proposed output from 55,000 to just under 50,000 barrels
per day, Meridian is avoiding a more in-depth study into the
appropriateness of this site.

2. Air, light, noise, and view, pollution

TRNP is home to thousands of wild animals besides the horses. Those
beautiful animals bring in tourists from all over the world and regular
visitors who return to the park again and again to view, photograph, and
enjoy the animals and the unique landscapes. Particles released into the air
along with the exhaust of additional truck traffic will impact the air all
animals and visitors will have to breath. TRNP has already been greatly
impacted by light and view pollution from the encroaching oil industry.
When we look around the park from various highpoints, we can already see
wells and flares that pollute the air and the night skies. Large trucks are



constantly rumbling past the park. This refinery will increase all these types
of pollution to one of the most pristine wilderness areas in North Dakota.

3. Water usage

Is there enough water in that area to support the use of 50,000 gallons of
water per day? When drought lowers the water supply in aquifers, will
there be enough water for area ranches that depend on that water for their
livestock and livelihood and for the wildlife in the park?

North Dakota is blessed to have this beautiful park in the midst of the unique
Badlands. Yet much of the Badlands have already been marred by oil production.
Is there not a site farther from the park that would allow this refinery and the jobs
it creates without having such an impact on the park? Please do not let the desire
for profits destroy this beautiful place loved by so many. Please see that the
Public Service Commission has the responsibility and the opportunity to study the
site proposal for this refinery and see that a cherished icon of North Dakota
history and tourism is preserved for generations to come.

Respectfully submitted,
Marylu Weber, President, North Dakota Badlands Horse

The Board of Directors of North Dakota Badlands Horse



