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INTRODUCTION

Emmons-Logan Wind, LLC (Emmons-Logan Wind), a wholly-owned, indirect subsidiary of
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC, is considering the development of the Emmons-Logan Wind
Energy Center and 230 kV Transmission Line (Project) in south-central North Dakota. Emmons-
Logan Wind tasked Western EcoSystems Technology, Inc. (WEST) to conduct diurnal raptor
nest surveys within the Project and surrounding area. The principal objectives of this study were
to: 1) identify the species of nesting raptors in the survey area; and 2) provide data on nest
locations that could be useful in Project planning. The following report contains the results of the
spring 2017 raptor nest surveys conducted for the proposed Project.

PROJECT AREA

The Project, located in Emmons and Logan Counties, North Dakota, encompasses
approximately 75,375 acres (ac; 30,503-hectare [ha]]). The Project is located approximately
eight miles (mi; 13 km) northeast of the town on Linton, North Dakota, and falls within the
Northwestern Glaciated and Northwestern Great Plains Level Il Ecoregions (Bryce et al. 1996),
characterized by semi-arid rolling plains and moderately high concentrations of seasonal
wetlands (prairie potholes). Vegetation in the region is mostly short-grass or mixed-grass prairie;
rangeland and livestock grazing are common but dryland and irrigated farming also occur;
topography is irregular and characterized by moraines and rolling plains (Wiken et al. 2011).
Figures in this report show the Project area as it was provide by Emmons-Logan Wind in April
2017 prior to the surveys.

METHODS

Two aerial raptor nest surveys were conducted from April 15 — 16, and on May 1, 2017, in
accordance with the protocol described in the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance: Module 1 — Land-based Wind Energy, Version 2 (ECPG)
and new eagle rule (USFWS 2013, 2016), and the USFWS Interim Golden Eagle Inventory and
Monitoring Protocols (Pagel et al. 2010), to locate nests prior to construction of the Project, so
they may be avoided, as well as to evaluate potential for areas of high eagle use within or near
the Project.

The survey was timed to coincide with the period prior to leaf out conditions when bald eagles
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) were likely incubating eggs or tending young in the region (USFWS
2007), and when other raptor species were likely to be nesting as well. Raptors are defined here
as kites, accipiters, buteos, harriers, eagles, falcons, and owls; however, the main focus of the
survey was to identify bald eagle nests.

Pre-flight planning included the creation of field maps and mobile Geographic Information
System files and review of relevant background information, such as previously recorded nest
locations, topographic maps, and aerial photographs to cover all suitable bald eagle and raptor
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nesting habitat within and near the Project. One experienced raptor ecologists and a helicopter
pilot conducted the raptor nest survey which involved a comprehensive search of suitable
nesting areas and substrates (e.g., isolated trees, open woodlands, riparian corridors,
savannas, rock outcrops, and artificial nest structures such as power poles and transmission
towers) within the proposed Project area and adjacent 1-mi (1.6 km) buffer for all raptor nests
and a 10-mi (16.1 km) buffer for eagle nests. Additionally, Information on known historic eagle
nests for the study area was requested from the North Dakota Game and Fish Department.

In general, all potential raptor nesting habitat was surveyed by flying meandering transects
between 0.25 and 0.5 mi (0.4 and 0.8 km) apart, flying at speeds of 60 - 75 mi per hour
throughout the proposed Project and associated buffers. Surveys were typically conducted
between 08:00 hours and 17:00 hours. Transect spacing was wider during the May 1, 2017
flight as only larger eagle nests were being surveyed. Efforts were made to minimize
disturbance to breeding raptors; the greatest possible distance at which the species and status
could be determined was maintained, with distances varying depending upon nest location and
weather conditions. Additional data recorded included whether or not the nest size and location
was consistent with an eagle nest (Buehler 2000, Pagel et al. 2010), and to the extent possible,
photographs.

Data recorded for each observed nest site included:

Nest Identification (ID) - WEST assigned a unique nest identification number for each
occupied/active nest documented.

Species - A species was assigned to each nest when possible; otherwise, it was classified as an
unknown raptor species nest. Unknown raptor species nests are defined here as any stick nest
that did not have an occupant associated with it at the time of the survey. Unknown raptor
species nests, including old nests or nests that could become suitable for raptors, were
documented in order to create a nest database for use during future surveys to identify all
potentially suitable nest sites.

Nest Location — The location of all raptor nests, including all confirmed and potential nests
regardless of their activity status, was recorded using a hand-held Global Positioning System
unit; coordinates were set at Universal Transverse Mercator (UTMs) North American Datum
(NAD) 83 unit.

Nest Status — Nest status was categorized consistent with definitions in the USFWS ECPG
(USFWS 2013). Nests were classified as “occupied” if any of the following were observed at the
nest structure: (1) an adult in an incubating position; (2) eggs; (3) nestlings or fledglings; (4)
occurrence of a pair of adults or sub-adults; (5) a newly constructed or refurbished stick nest in
the area where territorial behavior of a raptor had been observed early in the breeding season;
or (6) a recently repaired nest with fresh sticks (clean breaks) or fresh boughs on top, and/or
droppings and/or molted feathers on its rim or underneath. “Occupied” nests were further
classified as “active” or “inactive”. If an adult in an incubating or brooding position, an egg or
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eggs, and/or nestlings/fledglings were observed, the nest was classified as “active”; if no eggs,
nestlings, fledglings, or adults in an incubating/brooding position were observed, the nest was
classified as “inactive”. A nest that did not meet the above criteria for “occupied” was classified
as “unoccupied”.

Nest Condition - Nest condition was categorized using descriptions ranging from poor to
excellent. While this designation varies between observers, it gives a general sense of when a
nest or nest site may have last been used. Nests in fair to poor condition are characterized by
varying degrees of disrepair, sloughing, or sagging heavily, and would require some level of
effort to rebuild in order to be suitable for successful nesting. Nests in good to excellent
condition are those that appear to have been well maintained, have a well-defined bowl shape,
are not sagging or sloughing, and appear to be suitable for nesting.

Nest Substrate - The substrate in which a nest was observed was recorded to provide
observers a visual reference. Substrates range from manmade structures (such as power lines,
nest platforms, and dock hoists) to biological and physical structures (conifer and deciduous
tree species, cliff faces, and rock outcrops).

RESULTS

A total of 108 nest structures representing four raptor species were recorded during aerial
surveys conducted in the spring of 2017 for the Project and associated 1- and 10-mi (1.6- and
16.1-km) buffers (Tables 1 and 2); four additional raptor nests located just east and north of the
1-mi (1.6-km) buffer were also recorded during surveys.

Two occupied active bald eagle nests (EL-EN1 and EL-EN2) were recorded during surveys
conducted in 2017 (Figure 1); three additional nests (EL-RN61 occupied by red-tailed hawk
[Buteo jamaicensis], EL-RN62 unoccupied, and EL-RN63 occupied by ferruginous hawk [Buteo
regalis]), were consistent in size with an eagle nest (Table 1; Figure 2). One historic nest
location was provided by the North Dakota Game and Fish Department; EL-EN2 (historical nest
BE372) was recorded as an occupied active nest on April 13, 2016.

Non-eagle nests recorded in 2017 were classified as follows: five occupied active ferruginous
hawk nests, 17 occupied active great-horned owl (Bubo virginianus) nests, 40 occupied active
red-tailed hawk nests, and 43 unoccupied inactive unknown raptor nests (Table 2; Figure 3).
Five nests were located within the 230 kV Transmission Line corridor (Figure 3). No federally
listed threatened or endangered raptor species were observed nesting during the aerial raptor
nest survey conducted in 2017.

SUMMARY

No eagle nests were located within the Project during aerial surveys conducted in 2017;
however, a total of two active and three potential eagle nests were recorded within the 10-mi
(16.1 km) buffer. All the occupied, unoccupied, and potential eagle nests were located outside
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‘ of the Project, likely attributed to the lack of quality nesting habitat within the Project. The
majority of the land within the Project does not include rivers, lakes, or wetland systems that
might provide substantial foraging opportunities for eagles.
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Emmons-Logan Raptor Nest Surveys Report
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Figure 1. Eagle nests recorded during aerial raptor nest surveys conducted in spring 2017 for the
Emmons-Logan Wind Energy Center and 230 kV Transmission Line, in Emmons and
Logan Counties, North Dakota, and associated 10-mi buffer.
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Figure 2. Nests of eagle size* recorded during aerial raptor nest surveys conducted in spring 2017
for the Emmons-Logan Wind Energy Center and 230 kV Transmission Line, in Emmons

and Logan Counties, North Dakota, and associated 10-mi buffer.
‘ * Size and location consistent with an eagle nest
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Figure 3. Non-eagle nests* recorded during aerial raptor nest surveys conducted in spring 2017
for the Emmons-Logan Wind Energy Center and 230 kV Transmission Line, in Emmons
and Logan Counties, North Dakota, and associated 1-mi buffer.

* Nest IDs for unoccupied/inactive raptor species (grey circles) are not shown.
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