NORTHAMERICAN
—COAL

CORRPORATION

FALKIRK MINE
August 10, 2018

Mr. Dean K. Moos

Reclamation Director

ND State Public Service Commission
600 East Boulevard, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

RE: Request for Variance on Sections 30 and 31, Permit NAFK-9601

Dear Mr. Moos:

Falkirk is requesting a variance to the 10-year liability period for portions of the E2SEY. of Section
30, Township 146 North, Range 81 West and for portions of the E¥2NEY4 of Section 31, Township
146 North, Range 81 West (See attached maps). The cropland in both Sections is located in
Falkirk’s Permit NAFK-9601. The variance is being requested for 3.4 acres in Section 30 and 22.9
acres in Section 31. These lands were associated with a pond and were not mined. The area was
reclaimed and cropped in 2012. The total area of disturbance is approximately 43.5 acres in
Section 30 and 111.3 acres in Section 31. The remaining 40.1 acres of disturbances in Section 30
were reclaimed in 1998, 1999 and 2007 and the remaining 88.4 acres in Section 31 were reclaimed
in 1998, 2003, 2005 and 2007. The pond accounts for 17 percent of the disturbance area for the
proposed bond release area in Sections 30 and 31.

Reclamation for the proposed bond release area in Sections 30 and 31 are exceeding bond release
standards for cropland and the reclaimed wetland. Falkirk would like to release this area from
Falkirk’s Permit area.

Regards,
THE FALKIRK MINING COMPANY

oo Pt

Jason Frye
Environmental Specialist
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THE FALKIRK
MINING COMPANY

No/mlAMERICAN 2801 1st Street SW
COAL Underwood, ND 58576-1087
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SCALE: 1"=400" (Paper size 24"x24”) PROJECT: Sections 30 & 31 — Variance Request
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