Memorandum

TO: North Dakota Public Service Commission
FROM: Burke Wind, LLC
DATE: February 1, 2019

RE: Burke County Wind Energy Center, Burke County, North Dakota
Docket Number PU-18-344
Addendum to the Amended Application for Certificate of Site Compatibility

Burke Wind, LLC (Burke Wind), a wholly owned, indirect subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources,
LLC, submitted an application for a Certificate of Site Compatibility to construct the Burke County
Wind Energy Center (the Project) in September 2018. An amended application for a Certificate of
Site Compatibility (Amended Application) was submitted in November 2018 to reflect a reduction in
the Project to 200 megawatts (MW). Since the Amended Application submittal, Burke Wind has
refined the design and layout of the Project in response to requests from landowners and based on
additional engineering. As a result, there have been minor changes to the Project site plan,
described in this addendum, including changes to the collection line location and elimination of two
junction boxes, changes to the collection line corridor width, and minor changes to access roads
and crane paths. Although the refinement of the Project design resulted in minor overall changes to
Project impacts, this Addendum is submitted to provide the Commission with the most current
assessment of Project impacts.

The primary change in the design since the Amended Application submittal is that the collection line
corridor has increased in width from 50 to 150 ft. Burke Wind determined that a wider corridor in
which to place the collection line was needed to allow for increased flexibility during construction.
While it is anticipated that the temporary collection line construction easement and associated
temporary disturbance needed for placement of the collection line remains at 50 ft in width, a
wider, variable-width corridor is included in the current Project site plan to accommodate local
terrain and landscape features that may necessitate slight collection line micrositing placement
modifications during construction. Placement of the collection line may need to be moved from the
current centerline to other portions of the 150-ft-corridor during construction if for example
unanticipated obstacles such as large boulders, agricultural drains, or other features necessitate
slight modifications in collection line placement. While the collection line corridor width varies, it is
typically and no greater than 150 ft wide.
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PROJECT IMPACTS

Based on the design refinements, Project impacts were reassessed. Although minor, impacts and
differences from those specified in the Amended Application are discussed in more detail below.
Impacts that remain the same as the Amended Application are not discussed herein.

e Changes to the Project site plan resulted in a decrease in overall total Project impacts. Total
Project temporary construction disturbance impacts decreased by 87.8 acres from 1,306.6
acres to a total of 1,272.8 acres. The total Project construction disturbance to be reclaimed
decreased by 65.7 acres, from 1,294.8 to a total of 1,229.1 acres.

e The total Project permanent disturbance decreased by 0.2 acres, bringing the total Project
permanent disturbance to 65.7 acres.

e The 150-foot-wide collection line corridor, within which the 50-foot construction easement
will be placed, occupies 1,122.1 acres. While the additional 150-foot-wide collection
corridor encompasses an area of 1,122.1 acres, the total disturbance areas width within this
corridor is not expected to exceed 50 feet.

e The collection line and the 50-foot-wide temporary construction easement around the
collection line are now estimated to temporarily disturb 367.4 acres, which is a reduction of
81.5 acres. Likewise, construction disturbance to be reclaimed for the collection line
construction easement also decreased to 367.4 acres.

o Total permanent collection line impacts were reduced from 0.1 acres to 0.05 acres. This
decrease is a result of design changes in the collection line system that allowed for the
elimination of two junction boxes, resulting in a total of 20 junction boxes.

e Changes in the crane path increased the crane path temporary construction disturbance by
0.2 acres, bringing the total crane path temporary disturbance and associated reclamation,
to 15.2 acres. Crane path permanent impacts remain at 0.0 acres.

e Minor changes in access road locations resulted in an increase of 1.4 acres of temporary
disturbance, bringing the total access road temporary disturbance to 737.5 acres. The 1.4
acre increase brings the total access road reclamation to 679.9 acres. Permanent
disturbance from access roads increased negligibly by 0.2 acres, bringing the permanent
disturbance from access roads to 57.6 acres.

EXCLUSION AND AVOIDANCE AREAS

All areas reflected on the refined Project site plan, including the 150-foot-wide collection corridor,
were reviewed in relation to Exclusion and Avoidance Areas as defined in North Dakota
Administrative Code § 69-06-08-01. The following Exclusion and Avoidance areas were previously
identified within the Project area: (1) prime and unique farmland; (2) archaeological sites; (3)



historical resources that are not designated as exclusion areas; and (4) Woodlands and Wetlands.
Impacts to these Exclusion and Avoidance areas were evaluated in relation to the refined Project
site plan. Impacts to archaeological sites, historical resources that are not designated as exclusion
areas, and woodlands and wetlands remain unchanged from the Amended Application. Impacts to
Prime Farmland and Unique Farmland are summarized below.

Prime Farmland and Unique Farmland

Prime farmland is not present within the Project area, but approximately 3,225.3 acres of farmland
of statewide importance are within the Project area. Farmland of statewide importance is located
within the proposed permanent and temporary disturbance areas. The change in permanent
impacts to farmland of statewide importance is negligible (a decrease of less than 0.1 acres), with
current total permanent impacts estimated at 12.4 acres (compared to 12.5 acres in the Amended
Application). While the Project design, including the additional 150-foot-wide collection corridor,
encompasses an area of 320.8 acres of farmland of statewide importance, it is anticipated that use
of the 50-foot-wide construction easement surrounding the collection line would result in 240.0
acres of temporary disturbance (a decrease of 18.3 acres). Mitigative measures presented in the
Amended Application will continue to be utilized.

OTHER IMPACTS

Resources and environmental conditions summarized in Section 7.0 (Environmental Analysis) of the
Amended Application were reviewed for potential impacts based on the refined Project site plan.
Design modifications resulted in negligible changes to the resource impact calculations presented in
the Amended Application.

Negligible changes consist of: (1) cropland permanent impacts, which decreased by 0.3 acres from
33.6 to 33.3 acres; (2) pastureland permanent impacts, which decreased by 0.1 acres from 8.0 to
7.9 acres; (3) combined cropland and pastureland permanent impacts, which decreased by 0.4
acres from 41.6 to 41.2 acres; and, (4) native prairie permanent impacts, which decreased by 0.01
acres from 3.0 to 2.99 acres.

The Amended Application encompassed 0.05 acres of Dakota skipper habitat. The current Project
design encompasses 0.9 acres of Dakota skipper habitat. However, all Dakota skipper habitat will be
avoided during construction by boring beneath it and/or fencing it off so that construction activities
do not occur within the habitat areas. Thus, no temporary or permanent impacts to Dakota skipper
habitat are anticipated. Dakota skipper habitat surveys were completed for all potential disturbance
areas. Burke Wind will continue to practice an impact-avoidance strategy and utilize mitigative
measures for Dakota skipper habitat, as described in the Amended Application.
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SUMMARY OF AGENCY RESPONSES

Agency

U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service
(USFWS)

Response Date

Response Summary
Western EcoSystems Technology, Inc. provided spatial

11/06/2018 data (related to turbine locations, wetlands, and
unbroken grassland) to the USFWS.
The USFWS provided a comment and
recommendation letter to Atwell, on behalf of Burke
i N 25,2018. T F
11/25/2018 Wind, dated November 25, 2018. The USFWS

subsequently filed these comments with the
Commission, on December 14, 2018.




