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On 3/13/2018, Ruso Wind Partners, LLC submitted a layout to the FAA that included turbines 
up to 600 feet placed across the entire project footprint. On 10/2/2018, we received 
Determinations of No Hazard for each location. On 2/26/2019, Ruso Wind Partners, LLC 
submitted our revised turbine locations to the FAA and terminated the previous locations. The 
revised turbine locations were within the original project footprint and the height of the turbines 
did not change from the March 2018 FAA submission (up to 600 ft). The turbines have been 
assigned aeronautical study numbers 2019-WTE-1173-OE through 2019-WTE-1238-OE. On 
6/10/2019, Ruso Wind Partners, LLC received a Notice of Presumed Risk letter from the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary of Defense notifying us that the project will have an adverse impact on 
helicopter flight missions, missile launch operations and Weather Radar (NEXRAD) operations 
conducted by the US Air Force, if constructed as proposed. The Notice of Presumed Risk letter 
was also sent to the North Dakota State Governor. The Department of Defense (DOD) had an 
opportunity to review our March 2018 layout submittal and did not raise any of the adverse 
impacts to the US Air Force during the FAA’s initial findings or the Determination of No Hazard 
issuance. On 6/10/2019, Ruso Wind Partners, LLC’s consultant, Capitol Airspace Group, had a 
call with the DOD and the Minot Airforce Base. The Minot Airforce Base representative did not 
have detailed information on the issues with him. Capitol Airspace informed both parties that 
Ruso Wind Partners, LLC’s  project boundary does not directly include any missile silos, but is 
nearly adjacent to one and about half a mile from a second one. Additionally, per the Minot 
Airforce Base’s instructions, Ruso Wind Partners, LLC used a setback of 1200 feet from the 
missile silos, plus space for the turbine blades. Ruso Wind Partners, LLC’s current layout has 
turbine foundations no closer than 2400 feet to a missile silo, so about 950 extra feet of buffer 
(given blade length of less than 250 feet). Capitol Airspace also requested to kick off the MRT 
(Mitigation Resource Team) process on behalf of Ruso Wind Partners, LLC. Since the meeting 
on 6/10/2019, Ruso Wind Partners, LLC nor Capital Airspace has heard from the DOD or Minot 
Airforce Base on next steps. Additionally, on 6/13/2019, Ruso Wind Partners, LLC left a 
message with Governor Burgum’s office.  Ruso Wind Partners, LLC will be communicating 
with the Governor our intent to enter into mitigation discussions with the Minot Air Force 
through the MRT process and will also be providing our contact information should the office 
have any questions or concerns. 
 
 

 






