
 
 
 
 

ONEOK, Inc. 

100 West Fifth Street 

 Tulsa, OK  74103 

 www.oneok.com 

December 18, 2019 
 

Fred Anderson 
Geologist 
North Dakota Geological Survey 
600 East Boulevard 
Bismarck, ND  58505 
 

RE:  ONEOK Bakken Pipeline, L.L.C. – Tioga Lateral Pipeline Project 
Additional Information Regarding Locations of Concern/Landslide Areas 

 

Dear Mr. Anderson, 
 

ONEOK Bakken Pipeline, L.L.C. (ONEOK) proposes to construct the Tioga Lateral Pipeline Project (Project) 
consisting of approximately 75 miles of new 16-inch-diameter new steel pipeline to transport natural gas liquids. 
The Project will be located entirely within Williams County, North Dakota (see enclosed Project overview map). As 
you may recall, we submitted a Project notification letter and consultation request on October 10, 2016 and 
received a response from your office on October 16, 2019 (enclosed). 

In your response, you identified five locations of concern along the Project route and recommended careful 
examination of these areas along with applicable engineering evaluations and adherence to appropriate 
construction practices should be continued. You provided a list of these areas with coordinates for each location. 
Since ONEOK submitted its original consultation letter to your office and as part of its routing process, ONEOK 
has continued to analyze these areas and incorporated modifications to avoid or minimize the potential to affect 
these areas. 

With this submittal, ONEOK is providing additional information about these areas and detailed mapsets that show 
the centerline and proposed workspaces with respect to the locations of concern. LIDAR contours are also included 
on the maps to assist in your review. An updated shapefile displaying the centerline and workspaces in these 
areas will also be provided electronically. 

Table 1 includes a summary of the locations of concern and measures ONEOK has incorporated to avoid or 
minimize impacts to these areas. Please refer to the enclosed mapsets for further information. 

Table 1 
NDGS Identified Locations of Concern 

Milepost Longitude Latitude Description Avoidance Measure(s) 

0.9 -102.897442 48.399190 
Creek crossing, south 

facing slope 
ONEOK has adjusted the route and corresponding 

workspace approximately 50 feet to west to avoid the feature. 

1.1 -102.896822 48.397019 
Northeast of route along 

creek slope 

Feature is associated with the northern bank of an Unnamed 
Creek. ONEOK plans to cross the area of concern and creek 

via the horizontal direction drill (HDD) method which will 
avoid surface disturbance in the area. HDD entry and exit 

points are displayed on the enclosed maps. 

38.3 -103.409227 48.243477 
Next to south-facing 

slope area 

ONEOK plans to cross the area of concern and creek via the 
horizontal direction drill (HDD) method which will avoid 

surface disturbance in the area. HDD entry and exit points 
are displayed on the enclosed maps. 
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Table 1 
NDGS Identified Locations of Concern 

Milepost Longitude Latitude Description Avoidance Measure(s) 

56.1 -103.646623 48.299920 
Crossing Cow Creek, 

southwest facing slope 

Feature is associated with the northeastern bank of Cow 
Creek. ONEOK plans to cross the area of concern and creek 
via HDD method which will avoid surface disturbance in the 

area. HDD entry and exit points are displayed on the 
enclosed maps. 

56.41 -103.647811 48.295078 None1 
Field review to confirm location; appears to be 150 feet east 

of centerline/workspace 
1       The NDGS cover letter did not specifically call out this location; however, it was noted in Attachment 1 of the NDGS response as 

“Evaluate.” 

 

By implementing these measures, we feel that the Project will not affect or cause further instability in any of the 5 
areas identified in Table 1 above. With this additional information, we are requesting comments from your office 
and are seeking your concurrence with our assessment. The Project is under the jurisdiction of the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (NDPSC) and ONEOK filed its application for a Certificate of Corridor and Route Permit 
on November 25, 2019. Any future correspondence we received from your office will be filed with the NDPSC as 
a supplement to our application.  

Merjent, Inc. (Merjent) has been contracted by ONEOK to assist with the environmental review of the Project 
areas, completion of regulatory applications, and consultations with other agencies. We appreciate your assistance 
with this request and look forward to your timely review and comments on this Project. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information, please contact Paul Hartzheim of Merjent at 612-746-1618 or 
paul.hartzheim@merjent.com, or myself at 918-588-7257 or Beth.Ludwig@oneok.com. 

Sincerely,  

 
 
Beth Ludwig 
Environmental Project Manager 
ONEOK, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: NDGS - October 16, 2019 Consultation Response 

Project Overview Map 
Locations of Concern Overview Maps (with 5-foot LIDAR contours) 
Locations of Concern Detailed Maps (with 1-foot LIDAR contours)  
Project shapefiles (provided electronically) 

 

Cc:  Fred Anderson (via email at fjanderson@nd.gov) 
Lynn Helms, NDGS (via email at lhelms@nd.gov) 
Maddy Krumwiede and Paul Hartzheim, Merjent 

  Matt Nelson, ONEOK  



 
 
 
 

 

NDGS - October 16, 2019 Consultation Response 
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Maps 
 

Project Overview Map 
 

Locations of Concern Overview Maps  
(with 5-foot LIDAR contours) 

 
Locations of Concern Detailed Maps  

(with 1-foot LIDAR contours)  
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Project shapefiles (provided electronically) 
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Dakota I Mineral Resources 
Be Legendary.'" 

Beth Ludwig 
ONEOK, Inc. 
100 West Fifth Street 
Tulsa, OK 74103 

Re: ONEOK Bakken Pipeline, LLC - Tioga Lateral Pipeline Route Modification Review 

December 20, 2019 

We have reviewed your letter and attachments of December 18, 2019 detailing the planned pipeline route 
modifications in response to the areas of concern identified by our office. 

We have examined the revised alignments and the segments planned for horizontal directional drilling (HDD) in 
order to avoid the identified areas of concern and do not note any additional concerns with these planned 

modifications. 

If there are additional comments, questions, or concerns regarding this review, please feel free to contact us at (701) 
328-8000. 

Sincerely, 

North kota Geological Survey: 

·wtwl-
Fr. d Anderson, Geologist 

FJA\ 

600 E Boulevard Ave - Dept 405 I Bismarck, ND 58505-0840 I PHONE: 701-328-8000 I FAX: 701-328-801 O I dmr.nd.gov/ndgs 
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