Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 4:51 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Northern Divide Wind Trasmission Project

From: Alvin Holmen <alvinholmen@ymail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 4:50 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>
Subject: Northern Divide Wind Trasmission Project

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

In January I went Minneapolis and pick up my sister and drove to Phoenix and once we got to lowa we started
to many wind tower?s . All the way to Phoenix we saw thousand?s of these towers, I would assume these states
are all wrong and ND is right? I cant see why the resistance to this new technology? I would like to see this
project given the nod to proceed.

Thank you
Alvin J Holmen
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the

use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17"

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 13,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissicner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’'s announcement of an executive order regarding the

use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources te conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17,

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of

the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interesis of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a

delay of this very importan&hea ing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hegaring.
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North Dakota Public Service Commission,

My name is Brooke Watterud. | live in Columbus, North Dakota and | am originally from
Bowbells, North Dakota. My husband and | along with our two-year-old daughter and five-year-old
chocolate lab are expecting our second child at the beginning of October. | am proudly employed by
Burke-Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. as the Office Manager. | am writing to you today to express my
support for the approval of the NextEra Windfarm proposed for Burke County. | have heard a lot of
negative opinions from the community members about the windfarm project; however, their negativity
has not swayed me and my positive opinion of the proposed project. With all change in life, there will
always be positives and negatives, pros and cons, good and bad. | strongly believe that the positive
opportunities of the proposed windfarm project greatly outweigh the negative impacts. | believe that
Burke County has been given an outstanding opportunity by being chosen by NextEra to develop a
windfarm. | believe we need to embrace this opportunity and | sincerely hope that you take my opinions
into account when making your final decision.

If the project is approved, the opportunities for our local communities are wide-ranging. Our
local businesses including but not limited to restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, bars, and hotels
will see an obvious increase in sales during the construction phase of the project. | understand that this
will only be temporary, but a temporary increase in revenue is still an excellent opportunity for our local
businesses! | believe all our local communities have felt the impacts of the slowdown in the oil industry
in Burke County; the construction of the windfarm would be a welcome influx after the most recent
periods of reduction in our local economies. After the construction is complete, the windfarm will
provide stable, reputable careers in the energy industry. With the additional jobs available in the county,
our communities may be able to attract new families to the area. When new people migrate to our
county for careers, they will likely purchase homes for their spouses and children. The homeowners in
our communities might be able to take advantage of this opportunity and sell their homes to new
families. Schools could see an increase in enrollment with the new families that will move to the area. In
addition to new members to our communities, the careers that will be available within the windfarm
may help retain young locals who want to start their own families in the communities that they already
call home.

The landowners who have been approached by NextEra have been given an excellent
opportunity and they should be able to embrace the opportunity. | don’t believe it is right for me or
anyone else to try to decide what a landowner can or can not do with their own property. | can’t tell my
neighbors what color to paint their home or what vegetables should be planted in their garden. If my
neighbor wants a neon green house, it is their right as the property owner to paint their house neon
green. If my neighbor wants to plant only pumpkins and no strawberries, it is their right as the property
owner to plant only pumpkins. If a landowner is given an opportunity for additional, long-term income,
they should be able to decide for themselves if they want to accept the offer. We do have beautiful
countryside in our county; | will not disagree with that. However, if the landowner chooses to allow
construction of a wind turbine on their property, that is their personal choice. | strongly believe that
many of the landowners will greatly benefit financially from their opportunity to participate in the
windfarm. They should be able to capitalize on their opportunity.

One of the biggest opportunities that would result from the windfarm project is the significant
increase in the yearly taxes that the project would provide. All the citizens of Burke County would

Ref: PSC Dockett No. PU-19-376 & PU-19-377



benefit from the additional tax base that would be injected into our hometowns, schools, roads, etc. |
feel we have been presented with an excellent opportunity to greatly improve our communities with the
additional tax monies. Growing up in Bowbells and now living in Columbus, it makes me sad to say that |
have not noticed significant improvements to our county. Improvements have been few and far
between over the last 15 years, but we also haven’t been presented with any opportunities like we are
today with the windfarm. This opportunity could provide substantial change to improve the local
communities in our county.

Burke County has also been presented with an awesome opportunity to make an impact in the
electric industry. Working as a business professional in the electric industry, | truly believe that a
diversified power generation portfolio is one of the best ways for us to ensure we are providing low
cost, reliable electricity. The goal of power generation is to use a diversified portfolio to provide
electricity 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. With the potential of a windfarm in Burke County, we would
be able to be a part of power generation; we would be contributing power to the entire electric grid! |
have heard negative comments about how the wind turbines can not store energy for future use, but |
don’t think that is a good enough reason to not support the generation of power in our home county.
Power generation isn’t solely focused on storing electricity for future use; power generation is a
complicated business where energy is made and used in a coordinated effort with the people’s
demands. As wind energy is further advanced, | believe the industry will develop a way to store the
energy generated on wind farms. Burke County could be the location where electric professionals
engineer a long-term solution to storing wind energy! We have an opportunity to make a real difference
in the renewable energy industry!

My home, Burke County, is a great place to live and work, but | fear that opportunities for
further development are limited. A vote to approve the NextEra Windfarm project will have a significant,
positive impact on the future of Burke County. We have been given an opportunity that will provide
significant benefits for all of the residents and communities of Burke County. | hope that we can
embrace this opportunity.

Respectfully yours,

Brooke Watterud

Ref: PSC Dockett No. PU-19-376 & PU-19-377
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Eberl, Stacy L.

R
From: -Info-Public Service Commission
Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 4:53 PM
To: Eberl, Stacy L.
Subject: FW: PU-19-376 200 MW Northern Divide Wind Energy Center - Burke Northern Divide
Wind, LLC

From: Bryan Quigley [mailto:BryanQ@Issnd.org]

Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 4:34 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>

Subject: PU-19-376 200 MW Northern Divide Wind Energy Center - Burke Northern Divide Wind, LLC

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

Dear North Dakota Public Service Commission:

| am writing to support the wind development in northern Burke County. To deny this proposal will be a detriment to
the rural communities in Burke County. Lutheran Social Services has managed the low income apartments in Bowbells
for a number of years. In the last two years, the community has worked to get these apartments renovated and ready
to rent. They are currently at 50% occupancy. They are nice one bedroom apartments that have reasonable rent that
includes all utilities. The wind development would enhance/improve the occupancy. If the PSC decides to deny the
application, it will likely mean the apartments will either close or be sold. This will result in low income rental units not
being available in the community of Bowbells and likely other surrounding communities. | write this as a resident in
northern Ward County and a local citizen. We need to encourage development of sustainable energy whenever
possible. This project is possible and should be approved.

Bryan Quigley

46500 506" St. NW

Kenmare ND 58746

The information in this communication, including all attachments, is privileged and strictly confidential. It is
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, or the employee or agent of the recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then
delete this communication from all data storage devices and destroy all the hard copies. Any unauthorized
dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of the information contained in this communication is strictly

prohibited.



Eberl, Stacy L.

zezx ===
From: Eberl, Stacy L.
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 8:54 AM
To: '‘BryanQ®@lssnd.org’
Subject: RE: PU-19-376 200 MW Northern Divide Wind Energy Center - Burke Northern Divide
Wind, LLC

Mr. Quigley,

Thank you for submitting comments to the Public Service Commission regarding the application for the Northern Divide
Wind Project. We appreciate your interest in this case and we will place your comments in the public input file. Because
this is an open case, the Commissioners cannot communicate directly with an interested party as it would be considered
ex parte communication, which is prohibited.

It is important to note that because this is a formal case before the commission, both written and verbal comments
submitted to the commission, including comments made at public input sessions, are not part of the formal evidentiary
record on which the decision must be based. However, the comments that are not part of the formal record may form
the basis for investigation resulting in testimony that becomes part of the formal record. Comments become part of the
formal record when they are made or submitted at a formal or technical hearing, where they must be made under oath
and subject to cross-examination.

The public hearing for this case has not been scheduled yet. You can check back with our office at any time for an
update. You are encouraged to attend the public hearing and share your comments at that time in order for your
comments to be included in the formal record.

If you need more information or are interested in intervening in a case, please contact our office or visit our website,
www.psc.nd.gov for more information. You can find information about this case, including the company’s application
and any testimony that has been filed, on the commission’s website (link available under “hot topics” case #PU-19-376).

From: Bryan Quigley [mailto:BryanQ@Issnd.org]

Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 4:34 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>

Subject: PU-19-376 200 MW Northern Divide Wind Energy Center - Burke Northern Divide Wind, LLC

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

Dear North Dakota Public Service Commission:

| am writing to support the wind development in northern Burke County. To deny this proposal will be a detriment to
the rural communities in Burke County. Lutheran Social Services has managed the low income apartments in Bowbells
for a number of years. In the last two years, the community has worked to get these apartments renovated and ready
to rent. They are currently at 50% occupancy. They are nice one bedroom apartments that have reasonable rent that
includes all utilities. The wind development would enhance/improve the occupancy. If the PSC decides to deny the
application, it will likely mean the apartments will either close or be sold. This will result in low income rental units not
being available in the community of Bowbells and likely other surrounding communities. | write this as a resident in
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northern Ward County and a local citizen. We need to encourage development of sustainable energy whenever
possible. This project is possible and should be approved.

Bryan Quigley

46500 506™ St. NW

Kenmare ND 58746

The information in this communication, including all attachments, is privileged and strictly confidential. It is

intended solely for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, or the employee or agent of the recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then
delete this communication from all data storage devices and destroy all the hard copies. Any unauthorized
dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of the information contained in this communication is strictly
prohibited.
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April 1* 2020

North Dakota Public Service Commission,

I am writing this letter to share my strong support for NextEra Energy Resources and the
Northern Divide Wind project. NextEra Energy Resources has been working in North Dakota for
nearly two decades and has a proven track record. They have invested over $2.7 billion in the
state, including 14 successfully operating wind projects.

Northern Divide Wind will create good-paying jobs — hundreds of construction jobs as well as
full-time operational jobs. It would add considerably to the local economy. Over the first 30
years, it’s expected to generate approximately $30 million dollars in additional tax revenue for
Burke County. It would put more than $14 million dollars additional funding into local school,
nearly $1.5 million into fire and ambulance districts, and more than $10 million dollars of new
property tax revenue into the Burke County budget.

Some have questioned what wind turbines will mean for a farming community. Farmers across
North Dakota and the country are finding wind turbines are not only compatible with farming
operations - they’re an important asset. Wind turbines take up very little land and they harvest
the wind to create clean energy, as well as payments for landowners and economic growth for
the entire community.

I support the Northern Divide Wind project. It will have a positive impact on Burke County and
will generate clean, home-grown energy for years to come.

ick Lindblad
Superintendent-Principal
Burke Central

ADMINISTRATION
Rick Lindblad, Superintendent/Principal
Julie Kreklau, Business Manager/Athletic Director

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Kurt Koppelsloen, President Jordon Hawbaker, Vice President Steve Walters
Joe Ruby Rollie Dalin



April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum'’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum'’s announcement of an executive order regarding the

use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Gommission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a

delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.




| SUPPORT THE NORTHERN DIVIDE
WIND & TRANSMISSION PROJECTS.
THEY ARE GOOD FOR OUR
COMMUNITY.
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North Dakota Public Service Commission
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern Divide
Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online
meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not the
preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to participate
can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as
ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these steps are
possible between now and April 17,

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of the
opposition side cf the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents of Burke

County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North Dakota
residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous correspondence with your
agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important
hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum'’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an oniine meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17t.

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s
announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online meetings, we
have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this
magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.
The factors in determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should
include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.
Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in
our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
that everyone wishing to participate can do so. This would include
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
discriminates against the residents of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we’ve listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s

office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: Eberl, Stacy L.

Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 8:12 AM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to

3,600 Mw today

From: HM Johnston <frogtownsix@yahoo.com>

Date: April 4, 2020 at 2:44:01 AM CDT

To: "Fedorchak, Julie L." <jfedorchak@nd.gov>

Subject: Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to 3,600 Mw

today

Reply-To: frogtownsix@yahoo.com

#akxk CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you know they are safe. *****

HM Johnston
1012 Emmerling
Walhalla, ND 58282

April 4, 2020

Dear Julie Fedorchak,

With growing energy needs in the Bakken, the Northern Divide Wind development was formed.
Northern Divide Wind will generate 200 megawatts of power when completed and has a secure
position on the transmission grid.

Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to 3,600 Mw
today. (Coal generates about 4,000 Mw).

Much of that power has gone to northwestern North Dakota to power the Bakken oil
development and recent studies suggest that North Dakota will need hundreds of megawatts of

new electricity in the next decade, much of it for oil wells.

Wind is likely to provide a substantial part of that demand, so the PSC should continue to
support wind development in North Dakota.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
HM Johnston

This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work product, or (3) strictly confidential
under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, disclose, print, copy or disseminate this information. If you have

1



received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and delete the message. This message may also be subject to disclosure under the North Dakota Open
Records Laws.



April 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s
announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online meetings, we
have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this
magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.

The factors in determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should

include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.

Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in

our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
that everyone wishing to participate can do so. This would include
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17,

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
discriminates against the residents of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s
office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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Apiil 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
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Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum'’s
announcement of an executive order regardlng the use of online meetmgs we
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Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this

maghnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.
The faciors in deiermining wihether or not 1o hoid an oniing Mmeeting shouid

include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.
Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in
our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
ithat everyone wishiing to paiiicipaie Gan 4o SO. 1 1S Wouid inciude
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
disciiminates against the residents of Buike Couily.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reascons we've listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s
office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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April 6, 2020

North Dakota Public Service Commission
North Dakota State Capitol

600 East Boulevard Avenue, Ste 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Re: Northern Divide Wind wind project; Case #: PU-19-376

Dear Commissioners,

As an elected official of Burke County, North Dakota | want to express my support for the
Northern Divide Wind project proposed for Burke County. We approved this project
unanimously (and with a recommendation for approval from our planning and zoning board) in
November 2019.

I would like you to know why | support the project. It represents numerous benefits for our
rural county. It will be a $400 million investment to our area, that includes construction jobs
and also some permanent local jobs. It will pay about $1 million annually in property taxes to
the County and other taxing jurisdictions. It will pay about $S1 million annually in lease
payments to Burke County landowners, who have chosen to lease their private property for this
energy source. Burke County is not likely to see this level of investment in our county anytime
soon.

The project has also been redesigned based upon comments from North Dakota Game and Fish
and others regarding wildlife concerns. As | understand Northern Divide Wind has worked with
the NDGF to address the concerns, and that it has been reduced in size by about 50%. 44
turbines have been relocated, including 11 that were of concern to Game and Fish, and none of
them are now on native prairie. In fact, all of the project footprint is on cropland except 7%,
(which is on native prairie).

The developer has told us that they will continue to work with NDGF and the US Fish and
Wildlife agencies regarding whooping cranes and habitat fragmentation concerns and ways
they can mitigate those concerns. In any event, | believe they have gone to great lengths to
modify the project and address many of the concerns raised last year, that caused you to reject
the original proposal. With everything that is happening in the world today we could use some
economic activity in Burke County. | support the project and ask that you give it your approval
also.

Sincerely,

Lty

Jarret Van Berkom
Burke County Commissioner




RECEIVED

APR 17 2020
ND Public

April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17t%.

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17t.

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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Jay & Teresa Hass
PO Box 56
Bowbelis ND 58721
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> Lake Region

State College 1801 College Drive North, Devils Lake, ND 58301-1598

(701) 662-1600 | (800) 443-1313 | fax (701) 662-1570
TDD (701) 662-1572 | www.Irsc.edu

Jay R Johnson

Wind Energy Technician Program Director
jay.r.johnson.2@lrsc.edu

701.662.1626

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505

April 02, 2020
Commissioners,
I’m writing to ask you to approve the Northern Divide Wind site.

In the uncertain times of the moment, the steady nature of a career as a wind technician has an undeniable
attractiveness.

While the regulatory approval of this site turns on environmental matters it is worth some of your time to
consider the value of wind jobs to families living in rural communities such as Bowbells.

Wind Energy Technician jobs come with good salaries, health insurance, retirement plans, vacations and
sick leave.

Wind jobs provide a way for local men and women to remain active in the family farm or ranch and to
grow and support new families.

Income from these positions bring an economic stability to the individual, families and to the
communities in which they live.

I’1l go so far as to predict that the wind technician jobs tied to the approval of this project will become
some of the most coveted careers in the community.

For these reasons I’m writing to encourage the Commission’s approval of this project.

Sincerely,
Jay R Johnson

We enhance lives and community vitality through quality education.



April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow 'Earticipation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17"

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we’ve listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a

FAIR hearing.
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the

use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17".

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the

use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of

the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous

correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a

FAIR hearing.
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow Earticipation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we’ve listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner

Julie Fedorcek, Commission
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a

delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

V\{e'have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project.

) 1. After Governor Burgum'’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
:se (?f online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
earing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17"

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of

the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a

delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
800 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the

::a :r online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
aring.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Govemor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 2:07 PM
To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Internet Hearing

From: Kathy and Doug Beard <dkbeard@nccray.com>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 2:06 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>
Subject: Internet Hearing

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

Burke County is far, far from being anywhere close to being tech savvy. You need to take this very serious as
you plan on holding this meeting on April 17th.

In my experience in trying to reach the residents of Burke County, | have found that a lot of people don’t have
an email, can’t text, a lot don’t even have computers! It has been very frustrating

trying to contact Burke County residents to inform them of the April 17th meeting. Also, when it comes to cell
phones, some do not even have them and if they do, they have flip phones.

I sincerely think that having this meeting is a huge injustice to the residents of Burke County. Please reconsider
changing the date of the meeting, so it can be a fair public meeting where

residents can show up and you can have 100% participation! | can not stress this enough!

If you think you have to have this meeting, then open it to the public, because there are enough residents that
would show up because we strongly feel that we need to be heard in person.

| for one am not going to let this pandemic from letting me attend a public meeting.



Eberl, Stacy L.

From: Bauske, Shelly A.

Sent: Saturday, April 11, 2020 2:19 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: ND Public Service Commission - Northern Divide Wind Project - Upcoming Hearing

Information - Please See Attached

From: Kathy Beard <dkbeard@nccray.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 8:23 PM

To: Bauske, Shelly A. <sbauske@nd.gov>

Subject: Re: ND Public Service Commission - Northern Divide Wind Project - Upcoming Hearing Information - Please See
Attached

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

If you think you are going to held the meeting as you have suggested, you have another thing coming. Our internet
service is sporadic at best. | believe we, as the people of Burke County, deserve our due process and wait until this
pandemic has passed! This is absolutely ridiculous that you think this is the way the meeting should be run. And if you
only knew the people in this county that do not have email much less know how to operate a computer, | believe you
are doing our county a huge injustice. Please reconsider postponing this meeting until we are able to have this as a
public meeting.

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 9, 2020, at 5:19 PM, Bauske, Shelly A. <sbauske@nd.gov> wrote:

Shelly Bauske

Public Service Commission

600 E Boulevard Ave Dept 408
Bismarck ND 58505-0480
701-328-4070

701-328-2410 (fax)
sbauske@nd.gov

This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work product, or
(3) strictly confidential under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, disclose, print, copy

1



or disseminate this information. If you have received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and delete the message. This
message may also be subject to disclosure under the North Dakota Open Records Laws.

<Upcoming Hearing - Please Read Carefully.pdf>



]% Divide County
Jobs Development Authority

The Divide County Jobs Development Authority is an equal opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.

Phone: 701-965-6006{1-800.366.6888 (TTY)}—PO Box 297—Crosby, ND 58730—Email: dcjda@nd.gov

April 7, 2020

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave Ste. 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Re: PU-19-376

To whom it may concern,

The Divide County Job Development Authority would like to extend its
support for the Northern Divide Wind Project PU-19-136. Although the
project in not located directly in Divide County, it is closely adjacent to the
county border. We believe this project to be an economic opportunity to
help fill the many vacant housing and lodging facilities within Divide County
through both the construction and permanent phases of the project. This
project is a great opportunity to provide additional good paying, permanent
jobs, offering an easy commute for employees while their family members
reside in Divide County. This project will also help to increase our local
taxable sales and increase property taxes to our Divide County School
District (as part of their district falls within the project area).

Thank you for your time and consideration.

iz

KayCee Lindsey
Executive Director



April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern Divide
Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online
meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not the
preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to participate
can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as
ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these steps are
possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of the
opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents of Burke
County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North Dakota
residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous correspondence with your
agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important
hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.

———

; I'K-E{TH A. ANDERSON
M 8524 Highway 5(
i mrn:‘s‘s‘-.ﬂ?, ?_(_)‘fers Lake, ND 58773
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COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

To: North Dakota Public Service Commission
Letter of Support for Northern Divide Wind Project
4-6-20

The Kenmare Community Development Corporation (KCDC) supports the Northern Divide Wind
Project under development by NextEra Energy Resources.

Kenmare, being in close proximity to Burke County, will benefit from the positive economics of
construction jobs for the project, as well as employment for long-term operations.

In addition, Kenmare has an abundance of housing options for short-term or long-term needs.

With the emphasis in the nation for developing renewable sources of energy, this project makes
sense for the region, and for North Dakota.

NextEra Energy is well established in North Dakota, with a proven record of responsible perfor-
mance for over two decades.

KCDC is a shareholder corporation which owns several commercial properties in Kenmare.
Consisting primarily of office and retail storefronts, these commercial properties are currently
leased to 13 separate retail stores, professional offices, and other community organizations.
KCDC also owns and operates a 12-unit apartment complex in Kenmare.

We have space for more business development, as well as room for more housing tenants at our
facilities and others in the community.

Along with a very robust business district, Kenmare has many support services such as the
hospital, medical health clinics, mental health office, domestic violence crisis office, chiroprac-
tor, dentist, optometrist, physical therapy and fitness gyms.

Kenmare also has an excellent pre-K through grade 12 school system.

We are confident the Northern Divide Wind Project would have a beneficial impact to Kenmare
and our region.

Sincerely,

Kenmare Community Development Corporation

Board Members: Terry Froseth, president; Kirk Harris, Heidi Haugen-Grohs, Jamie Livingston,
Grant Johnson, Troy Hedberg, Larry Melgaard, Jonathan Essler.
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online

hearing.

RECEIVED
APR 17 2020

ND Public
Service
Commission

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to

participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential

participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents

of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North

Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous

correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a

FAIR hearing.
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the

use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17".

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of

the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a

delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.

* Kent M. Horntvedt
9483 104th St NW
Columbus, ND 58727-9417
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chalrman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julle Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Govemor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online

hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concemed citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
hﬁmhﬁuwlﬂmwmttnhaldmonﬂmmuﬂmwuldmmmamhnbyaﬂ
concemed citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

Ifthe State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this mesting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential

participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow pation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17 .

it is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents

of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Govemnor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
::llgowiamyknpuhruhum,MMUMMWWMMMMJM!




April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
800 E. Boulevard Ave  Dept 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commuissioner
Julie Fedonoek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern Divide
Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the use of oniine
meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong cpposition to an cniine Mmesting exists for the fiolliowing reasomns:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
msp«u&mmﬁmm@aﬂmmmmumymmmmm The factors in
determining whether or not to hoid an online meeting should include participation by all
concemed ciizens, mot 2 percentage of them  Addiionally, our aged lamdiowmens ane mof ihe
preferred demograpiic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing tc participate
can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as
ensuring the proper eguipment to alfiow participation. We do mot accept that these steps are
possible between now and Apnil 17"

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of the
opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents of Burke

County

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North Dakota
residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous correspondence with your
agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important
hearing, until such time that would allow compiete participation, and a FAIR hearing
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> Lake Region

State College 1801 College Drive North, Devils Lake, ND 58301-1598

(701) 662-1600 | (800) 443-1313 | fax (701) 662-1570
TDD (701) 662-1572 | www.Irsc.edu

Jay R Johnson

Wind Energy Technician Program Director
jay.r.johnson.2@lrsc.edu

701.662.1626

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505

April 02, 2020
Commissioners,
I’m writing to ask you to approve the Northern Divide Wind site.

In the uncertain times of the moment, the steady nature of a career as a wind technician has an undeniable
attractiveness.

While the regulatory approval of this site turns on environmental matters it is worth some of your time to
consider the value of wind jobs to families living in rural communities such as Bowbells.

Wind Energy Technician jobs come with good salaries, health insurance, retirement plans, vacations and
sick leave.

Wind jobs provide a way for local men and women to remain active in the family farm or ranch and to
grow and support new families.

Income from these positions bring an economic stability to the individual, families and to the
communities in which they live.

I’1l go so far as to predict that the wind technician jobs tied to the approval of this project will become
some of the most coveted careers in the community.

For these reasons I’m writing to encourage the Commission’s approval of this project.

Sincerely,
Jay R Johnson

We enhance lives and community vitality through quality education.



April 13,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow Earticipation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17™.

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow compiete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.

g &

Laura Burau- Land owner LYy e /fé}%;?z Lot
9981 98" Street NW v

Columbus, North Dakota



Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 1:05 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: online meeting for Northern Divide wind project on April 17, 2020

From: fourkcorral@nccray.com <fourkcorral@nccray.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 12:33 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>

Subject: online meeting for Northern Divide wind project on April 17, 2020

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

Commissioner Kroshus, Commissioner Fedorchak, and Commissioner Christmann:

I understand that the PSC is considering having an online meeting for the Northern Divide wind

project hearing on April 17, 2020 instead of meeting in the Bowbells Memorial Hall due to the COVID19
threat. I do not think that this is the best way to hear the concerns of North Dakota citizens. This meeting
should be postponed until June or July or whenever this COVID19 issue is over so there can be an actual
meeting in Bowbells. These are some of the points that need to be taken into consideration.

1. Not all the people interested in this project have computers in their homes and if they do have computers,
some may not have Internet connections.

2. During this unusual time, Internet usage will be heavier than normal and so the Internet connections may be
lost during the meeting.

3. The attention of the people is not going to be as focused as it would be if the people were gathered in the
same room to listen to the information. In the homes, there will be interruptions such as the needs of other
people in the households, phones ringing, possible visitors stopping by, etc. during the hours of the meeting.

4. Online meetings do not do justice to the dynamics and inflections of face to face meetings. There is more to
communication than just sitting at the computer listening or talking. Just having a large number of people in the
same room gives input and weight to the importance of this issue and that it is not to be treated casually.

5. Some people that would like to attend may actually be sick from the COVID19 so they will not be able to
participate. If the meeting was held in Bowbells at a later date, then they would be able to attend when the
COVID19 is over and they are well and social distancing is not needed.

6. Having this meeting online will be very helpful to people from out of state, but I do not believe that any
other wind project hearings have been held online in ND. The last wind project meeting held in Bowbells on
March 8, 2019 had a very large attendance, but the attendance for an online meeting will not be as large even
though there is still much interest in this proposed project. Having a public meeting for anyone to attend in
person is what North Dakotans have come to expect---free, open, and unrestricted.

Please reconsider and postpone this meeting for a later date when we all can meet together in one room to listen
and to speak.

Thank you,



Linda Kimball
Noonan, ND
Landowner in Burke Co. (Fay and Leaf Mountain Townships)
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North Dakota Public Service Commission
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600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408
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April 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s
announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online meetings, we
have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this
magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.

The factors in determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should

include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.

Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in

our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
that everyone wishing to participate can do so. This would include
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opirion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
discriminates against the residents of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s
office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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April 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s
announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online meetings, we
have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this
maghnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.
The factors in determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should
include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.
Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in
our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
that everyone wishing to participate can do so. This would include
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
discriminates against the residents of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we’ve listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s
office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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North Dakota Public Service Commission
Attn: Mr. Steve Kahi

600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408

Bismarck, ND 58505

Singerely,

Nem /4«/

Address? Q" 777 (/ £ é Northern Divide Wind, LLC - Wind Farm Site Application, PSC Docket No. PU-19-376
( % poicllaih N ' 1'7_ S_db ) p? 7 Northern Divide Wind, LLC - 345 kV Transmission Line Application, PSC Docket No. PU-19-377
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L.ocAL OPINION

Lowering the coal industry down gently

n 25 years, the North Dakota coal in-
I dustry will be gone.

By 2050, the evidence of earth warm-
ing will be so strong that the naysayers and
deniers will be forced to surrender the un-
tenable position that they have adopted
today.

As polar ice melts into the oceans, gobbling
up the coastlines along our borders, earth
warming will be acknowledged when mil-
lions of feet get wet on the coasts. To the dis-
cerning, the behavior of the weather already
suggests that something in nature is awry.

Young People Moving In

Another major reason for this prediction
is based on the movement of young people
into policymaking authority - and they will
not tolerate a continued denial of facts
about earth warming.

According to a Gallup Poll earlier in
March, the age group of 18-29 was con-
cerned believers in earth warming. When
they get to be the Congress, legislators and
executives, they will bring a whole new at-
titude to the issue. _

Those concerned about earth warming in
the older age groups were around 20 points

 Lloyd Omdahl

| Lloyd Omdahl is a former
lieutenant governor of
North Dakota and former
political science professor
at the University of North
| Dakota, Grand Forks.

below the young group and those are the
categories still unconvinced or skeptical.

More College Degrees

Another factor working against those de-
fending earth warming will be the increase
the number of college and post graduate
people in the populace where concern
about earth warming is high.

A Yale poll found that a majority of citi-
zens now understand that they have a per-
sonal stake in checking pollution.

In a little over a decade half of the na-
tion’s 530 coal-fired plants have been
closed. As Belshazzar said “the hand writ-
ing is on the wall.”

North Dakota has a big stake in the fu-
ture of the coal industry. Our five coal com-

panies produced over 27 million tons for
generation in seven lignite-fired power
plants in 2019. The industry pays good
wages and yields taxes for state and local
governments. The economic benefits are
well spread.

Different Environment

These have been good arguments to de-
fend the industry in the past but the envi-
ronment for future decisions will be
different with constituents actually seeing
the consequences and the opinions of a
new generation of policymakers.

It is important that the state demonstrate
foresight on the basis of the inevitable.
Right now, we have all sorts of proposals
for spending the $6 billion Legacy Fund,
most of which would do nothing for a
legacy, e.g. tax cut proposals in a state with
an embarrassingly low tax.

Other states are already planning ahead
for the gradual closure of coal-fired genera-
tors.

Other States

According to Stateline, a news source
about state and local governments, the
owners of the Centralia Coal Plant between

Portland and Seattle have met with the
stakeholders (union, local governments,
company executives) to hammer out a
money deal.

The owners, Canada-based TransAlta,
gave Centralia a decade to plan closure and
$55 million for economic development, dis-
placed workers, energy technology and en-
ergy efficiency. They will convert to wind
and solar.

Colorado has opened a “Just Transition”
office to support communities losing power
plants. New Mexico is making closure
plans by allowing plants torefinance debt
payments and raise power rates.

ND’s Good Position

With the $6 billion Legacy money, North
Dakota should be well positioned to protect
the employees financially and render harm-
less any negative effects on nearby commu-
nities. Because plant closures are inevitable
in the next couple of decades, the conver-
sion need not be the wild rush at the close
of a legislative session.

Success will be determined by the
amount of foresight that can be mustered in
a constantly changing political system.
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April 13, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by ali
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow Earticipation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17"

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would aliow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
800 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept, 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the

uh:e :I:f online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
aring.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All conoerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to Impact lives for many years Into the future. The factors In
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them, Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17",

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and In our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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Public Service Commission
600 E. Bouievard Ave., Dept. 405

Bismarck, ND 585050480
Brian Kroshus, Chairman

Randy Christmann, Commissioner
juiie Fedorcek, Commission

Wa have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing reg
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the
hearing.

arding the proposed Northern
executive order regarding the

#3C caiendar, as an oniine

Qur strona onnasition to an online meeting exi
Our strong opposition to an online meeting ex

the following reasons:

All concemned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potentiai to impact ilives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential

participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a

delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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NORTH*DAKOTA
Grain Growers Association

March 27, 2020

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E Boulevard Avenue#408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Dear North Dakota Public Service Commission,

[ write on behalf of the North Dakota Grain Growers Association to share our
Association’s strong support for NextEra Energy Resources and the Northern Divide
Wind project. NextEra Energy Resources has been working in North Dakota for
nearly two decades and has a proven track record including their investment of over
$2.7 billion in the state. This investment includes 14 successfully operating wind
projects.

Northern Divide Wind will create good-paying jobs — hundreds of
construction jobs as well as full-time operational jobs which would add
considerably to the local economy. Over the first 30 years, the project is expected to
generate approximately $30 million dollars in additional tax revenue for Burke
County. It would put more than $14 million dollars additional funding into local
school, nearly $1.5 million into fire and ambulance districts, and more than $10
million dollars of new property tax revenue into the Burke County budget.

Some have questioned what wind turbines will mean for a farming
community. Farmers across North Dakota and the country are finding wind turbines
are not only compatible with farming operations - they’re an important asset. Wind
turbines take up very little land and they harvest the wind to create clean energy, as
well as payments for landowners and economic growth for the entire community.

"You Raise; We Represent”

Phone: 701-282-9361 | Fax: 701-404-5187 | 1002 Main Ave W. #3 West Fargo, N.D. 58078



Therefore, the North Dakota Grain Growers Association is in full support of
the Northern Divide Wind project. It will have a positive impact on Burke County,
North Dakota agriculture and will generate clean, home-grown energy for years to
come.

Sincerely,

Llgrsnrs flagéns

Dennis Haugen
President
North Dakota Grain Growers Association
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the

:se of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
earing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17".

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.

Plon e M. Ely
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 3:08 PM
To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Northern Divide Wind Project
Importance: High

From: Perrie Schafer <pschafer@eslmandan.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 2:38 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>

Cc: Brian Kroshus <brian@briankroshus.com>; Randel/Bethanie Christmann (randyc@westriv.com)
<randyc@westriv.com>

Subject: Northern Divide Wind Project

Importance: High

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

Members of the ND Public Service Commission.
This letter is in opposition to the Northern Divide Wind Project in Burke County, Bowbells ND.

| wish to enter this letter into the record, in opposition to this wind farm.

The state of ND has entirely too many “wind farms” in the state that are competing with the coal plants,
unfairly | might add....

Wind doesn’t offer on going jobs to the state or nation for that matter, once a wind farm is built, and the
transmission line is in, that is it, there is no further need for “manpower” to keep the wind farm running.

Some say that is a good thing because the wind farms are “Self Functioning” and “just run”...they do “just
run”, when they are properly simulated to run. The wind has to be at a certain wind speed, the weather has to
be above a certain temperature, and the mechanics of the wind mill have to be in operable condition in order
for the wind farm to produce electrons. They are extremely unreliable. And they cost the rate payer for all the
infrastructure again for something they have already paid for...such as the power industry.

Counter this to Coal Facilities...| have been in the supply chain for a 5 state area supplying too power and
heavy industrial plants for 37 years, supplying engineered services and products, and have been witness to the
operation of a coal fired plant.

-They are clean,

-they need manpower to operate them,

-people live in the towns and cities that surround these plants




-schools thrive financially and population wise because people live in the communities that operate these
plants (more than % the kids in our schools in these communities will go away if we do not have coal fired
plants)

-in the areas that plants are in operation, the median income is the highest in the state on an average to the
rest of the state

-communities thrive, that means restaurants, hardware stores, gas stations, appliance dealerships, simply;
communities thrive....

-plants produce jobs for 3-4 generations of workers, 50-60 years!!...engineers, operators, suppliers, from all
over the world, labor pools, unions, etc.

-We have 800 years of unmonetized coal in our state...let me repeat, UNMONITIZED coal...this alone supplies
great jobs for our kids, grandkids and their kids...period, let alone the supplier/contractors that support these
facilities. Why strand these assets as well and strand people?

| could (and should) go on and on...

Wind, solar and other so called “green” forms of generation actually COST the rate payer, not save the rate
payer money...the rate payer are not only paying for new construction, they aren’t recouping (realizing full
potential) of the now stranded assets they have already paid for in the local plant...they have to pay for the
construction of the new facility, pay again in the Federal PTC program for what they already paid for in the
perfectly running power plant sitting right outside their door. In essence the rate payer is paying multiple
times for the same electron...and for no reason...the plant that is producing low cost electrons is already paid
for by the rate payer.

...the PCS actually approves the rate payers cost increase by approving wind farms...let’s look at how this is the
case...

-The rate payer paid for or is paying for the “brick & mortar” that built the plant supplying their power.
-the rate payer is also providing a tax incentive to the wind market in the form of the PTC, and other credits
that also comes out of the rate payers pocket, such as 48A 45Q, resiliency, etc.

Please vote no on the Northern Divide Wind Project.

Perrie Schafer

CEO

Environmental Services, Ltd.
402 15 Street NW

PO Box 1075

Mandan, ND 58554

Office: 701-663-4069

Cell: 701-220-4069

Fax: 701-663-5225

Email: pschafer@eslmandan.com
www.eslmandan.com

ESLT

ENYVIROMNMEMNTAL
SERVICES, LTD

Follow us on LinkedIn — www.linkedin.com/company/environmental-services-ltd




NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE CAPITOL
600 EAST BOULEVARD
BISMARCK, ND 58505-0360

Representative Donald W. Longmuir COMMITTEES:
District 2 Education
P.O. Box 1191 Political Subdivisions
Stanley, ND 58784-1191

dlongmuir@nd.gov

March 20, 2020

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Re: Northern Divide Wind LLC Northern Divide Wind LLC
200 MW Northern Divide Wind 345 KV Transmission Line - Burke & Mountrail
Energy Center - Burke Case #PU-19-377

Case #PU-19-376
Dear Commissioners:

[ am writing this letter to share my support for NextEra Energy Resources (NEXT) and their
Northern Divide Winds LLC project. NEXT has been working with landowners and various
State agencies to develop a project meeting their needs and requirements. NEXT has invested
heavily in the State and are operating 15 successful wind projects. NEXT's investment in this
project will provide an important part of the State's complete energy policy of having a variety
of energy producing sources including coal, oil.

Questions have been raised regarding the impact of wind towers on the farming community.
Lessons have been learned from the 14 wind projects NEXT has been involved in and have
been incorporated in the planning of this project. This project will provide an opportunity for
participating landowners to receive a revenue which will help during this time of uncertainty
in the agricultural economy.

I support the Northern Divide Wind project. It will have a positive impact on Burke County
and the State of North Dakota for years to come.

Sincerely,

// "})

/ \)o/MQ% (—E=, ’\67\ -

Rep. Donald W. Lo?gmulr



April 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum'’s
announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online meetings, we
have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this
magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.
The factors in determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should
include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.
Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in
our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
that everyone wishing to participate can do so. This would include
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17t.

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
discriminates against the residents of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we’ve listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s
office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.

Tieh Cazts/
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BURKE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT #36

“Home of the Panthers”
PO Box 91 » 101 4th Ave W

% Lignite, ND 58752 P :
.~ [ (¢ Phone701-933-2821 » Fax 701-933-2823 [, b I U
T - www.burkecentral.k12.nd.us -~V
April 7, 2020

ND Public Service Commission
600 East Boulevard
Bismarck, ND 58505

Re: Burke County wind farm
Dear Commissioners Kroshus, Christmann and Fedorchak:

| wrote you last year in support of the Burke County wind farm, after attending the hearing on March 8,
2019. | listened to the testimony and have followed the project closely because of its effect on our
students and our education budget. | expressed my strong support then and reiterate my strong support
for the project. | hope you will approve it this time.

Rural communities and rural school districts struggle for economic vitality and school funding. You know
that the Northern Divide wind farm will bring nearly a million dollars annually to Burke County, much of
which will come to our schools. Our annual budget is 2,400,000, so a contribution of $300-400,000
annually would be a huge benefit to us.

The project also excites me because of the educational opportunity the wind farm offers our students.
We can develop field tours, and practical, hands-on understanding of STEM topics by working with
Nextera. Intern programs will give our students experiences and educational opportunities that we don't
have today. | know they will have the chance to work with Nextera, and the wind farm to expose them to
topics and experiences they don’t have today.

| am excited for our area, our landowners and our students to see such an investment in Burke County. It
will provide enormous opportunities for our kids that we just don't have now. | hope that you will approve
the project. If you do, our schools will do their part to maximize its value and the opportunities for our kids
in Burke County.

| was disappointed the project was not approved last year, but understand there were concerns regarding
wildlife and wildlife habitat that | understand have been addressed by Nextera. | ask you to approve the
Northern Divide wind project.

Thank you.

Rick Li

Rick Lindblad,
Superintendent, Burke Central School District

ADMINISTRATION
Rick Lindblad, Superintendent/Principal
Julie Kreklau, Business Manager/Athletic Director

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Kurt Koppelsloen, President Jordon Hawbaker, Vice President Steve Walters
Joe Ruby Rollie Dalin




April 11,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow Earticipation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.

Ao S Oy
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April 9, 2020 RECEIVED
APR 15 2099

ND Public
Service
Commission

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum'’s
announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online meetings, we
have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this
magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.
The factors in determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should
include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.
Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in
our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
that everyone wishing to participate can do so. This would include
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17t".

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
discriminates against the residents of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we’ve listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s
office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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April 9, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed Northern Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's
announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online meetings, we
have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this
magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future.
The factors in determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should
include participation by all concerned citizens, not a percentage of them.
Additionally, our aged landowners are not the preferred demographic, in
our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with
100 percent participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure
that everyone wishing to participate can do so. This would include
identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as ensuring
the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not accept that these
steps are possible between now and April 17t

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would
limit testimony of the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently
discriminates against the residents of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best
interests of all North Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we’ve listed
here, and in our previous correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s
office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important hearing,
until such time that would allow complete participation, and a FAIR hearing.
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Public Service Commission

State of North Dakota
600 East Boulevard, Dept. 408
IONERS , Dept.
COMMISSION Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480
Brian Kroshus Web: www.psc.nd.gov
Julie Fedorchak E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov
Randy Christmann Phone: 701-328-2400
ND Toll Free: 1-877-245-6685
Mare 2020 Fax: 701-328-2410
arch 9’ 02 TDD: 800-366-6888 or 71 1
Rod and Donna Olson

546 28th Ave. SW
Minot, ND 58701

Re: Northern Divide Wind Project (Case No. PU-19-3 76)
Dear Rod and Donna Olson,

Thank you for submitting comments to the Public Service Commission regarding the application for
the Northern Divide Wind Project. We appreciate your interest in this case and we will place your
comments in the public input file. Because this is an open case, the Commissioners cannot
communicate directly with an interested party as it would be considered ex parte communication,
which is prohibited.

It is important to note that because this is a formal case before the commission, both written and verbal
comments submitted to the commission, including comments made at public input sessions, are not
part of the formal evidentiary record on which the decision must be based. However, the comments
that are not part of the formal record may form the basis for investigation resulting in testimony that
becomes part of the formal record. Comments become part of the formal record when they are made or
submitted at a formal or technical hearing, where they must be made under oath and subject to cross-
examination.

The public hearing for this case has been scheduled for April 17, 2020, in Bowbells, ND. A copy of the
hearing notice is enclosed with information about the hearing and the proposed project. You are
encouraged to attend the public hearing and share your comments at that time in order for your
comments to be included in the formal record.

If you need more information or are interested in intervening in a case, please contact our office or
visit our website, www.psc.nd.gov for more information. You can find information about this case,
including the company’s application and any testimony that has been filed, on the commission’s
website (link available under “hot topics” case #PU-19-3 76).

Staey AL

Stacy Eberl
Consumer Affairs and Public Outreach Specialist
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the

use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concemed citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

Ifthe State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and nofification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17"'.

It is our opinion that an inteet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents

of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a

FAIR hearing.
/ /
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 8:06 AM
To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Northern Divide Wind Project

From: ronald peters <ronald_ptrs@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 6:39 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>
Subject: Northern Divide Wind Project

***x* CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know
they are safe. *****

Dear PSC commission: My name is Ronald Peters | received your letter concerning the meeting coming up on the 17Th.
| feel this is a unjust way to hold this meeting. It is unfair to the general public that would attend a meeting in Bowbells
ND. | feel that if this is not postponed till a later date when things get back to a more normal state and if this passes Next
era energy will start immediately and they will have people coming in here from other states and that could spread the ¢
ovid-

19 virus in our area. This would not be a good thing to happen. | hope you take this concern in on your judgment and de
cision. Please postpone this meeting are well being | feel depends on the postponement till a later date. Thank you Ron
ald Peters



April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow Earticipation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.

Rnadd AT, Criy
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: Fedorchak, Julie L.

Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 9:57 AM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Cc: Lein, Jerry R;; Johnson, Brian L.

Subject: Fwd: The Bakken needs electricity to pump oil wells

You may have received this but just in case this should be added to the record! Thanks!
Julie

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Ryan Buchmann <ryan9751@hotmail.com>

Date: April 2, 2020 at 9:54:56 AM CDT

To: "Fedorchak, Julie L." <jfedorchak@nd.gov>

Subject: The Bakken needs electricity to pump oil wells
Reply-To: ryan9751@hotmail.com

#akxk CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you know they are safe. *****

Ryan Buchmann
4224 Tamarack Dr. Apt 207
Grand Forks, ND 58201

April 2, 2020

Dear Julie Fedorchak,

With growing energy needs in the Bakken, the Northern Divide Wind development was formed.
Northern Divide Wind will generate 200 megawatts of power when completed and has a secure
position on the transmission grid.

Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to 3,600 Mw
today. (Coal generates about 4,000 Mw).

Much of that power has gone to northwestern North Dakota to power the Bakken oil
development and recent studies suggest that North Dakota will need hundreds of megawatts of

new electricity in the next decade, much of it for oil wells.

Wind is likely to provide a substantial part of that demand, so the PSC should continue to
support wind development in North Dakota.

Thank you.



Sincerely,
Ryan Buchmann

This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work product, or (3) strictly confidential
under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, disclose, print, copy or disseminate this information. If you have

received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and delete the message. This message may also be subject to disclosure under the North Dakota Open
Records Laws.



April 13,2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow Earticipation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17"

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.

¥ oM
A

Shannon Burau- Land owner A - R /Kcyzf/ai/%;wwf‘
9981 98" Street NW ‘
Columbus, North Dakota




April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Bowlevar Ave  Dept 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedoncek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern Divide
Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the use of online
meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online hearing.

Owr strong opposition to an onine meeting exists for the folliowing rEssons

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.

This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into tihe future. The factors im
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
conoemed cizens, not a percentage of them  Additionally, our aged emdowmers are mot fHne
preferred demographic, in our cpnion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to participate
can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential participants, as well as
ensuring the proper equipment to aliow particpation. We do mot 2ooept et hese steps are
possible between now and Apnil 17

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of the
opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the resicents of Burke
Coumnty
We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North Dakota
residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous correspondence with your

agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a delay of this very important
hearing, until such time that would allow complete parbcipation, and a FAIR hearing
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Ms. Sharon Anderson
3524 Highway 50

powers Lake, ND 58773 %5(,\& o) Y Suv~



Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 2:25 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Brian Kroshus ~ Northern Wind Divide Meeting

From: Kathy and Doug Beard <dkbeard@nccray.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 2:16 PM

To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov>
Subject: Brian Kroshus Northern Wind Divide Meeting

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they
are safe.

Public Service Commissioner
Brian Kroshus

600 East Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0408

April 7, 2020

Dear Commissioner:

It has come to our attention that the North Dakota Public Service Commission is looking into the
possibility of holding an online public hearing on the Northern Divide Wind project proposal for
northwestern Burke County. The scheduled date of this hearing is April 17, 2020 in Bowbells, but
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, gatherings are prohibited at this time.

We understand the reasoning for this change, but are opposed. This hearing should be held, as
before, in a live public venue in Burke County. There is so much lost in not having a face to face
meeting with the public. Gathering of other meetings, hearings, weddings, etc., are being postponed
due to this pandemic and this meeting should also. Not all residents of Burke County have reliable
cell phone service, have broadband and internet compatibility, nor are all tech savvy to view the
hearing online.

Another concern is the timing of the project. If rushing through a hearing process using an online
meeting, and if approval is made, construction may start prior to the conclusion of the pandemic.
Workers for this project will most likely be from out-of-state, which puts the residents of Burke



County at a much higher risk of possible infection. Please consider the consequences of not
postponing this meeting.

Therefore, we respectfully ask you not have an online hearing on this proposal, but wait for the
restrictions on public gathers to be lifted, and then re-schedule the hearing in Burke County.

Thank you,

Supporters of the Coteau Preservation Alliance

Cc: North Dakota State Governor, Doug Burgum
Administrative Law Judge, Timothy J. Dawson
PSC members: Julie Fedorchak, Randy Christman
John Schuh



Arlo Griesbach
Donna Griesbach
Scott Grote
Celeste Moody
Marcus Moody
Steve Melberg
Corrine Melberg
Lee Titus

JoAnn Titus

Caleb Melberg
Karl Lidstrom
Margaret Lidstrom
Derek Hockenbary
Alicia Hockenbary
Galen Grote
Lielan Grote
Audrey Grote
Rick Weinmann
Ron Peters
Kenneth Kulstad
Matt Kulstad

Josh Weinmann
Larry Tinjum

Jill Tinjum

Richard Tinjum
Keith Anderson
Sharon Anderson
Kristen Anderson
Elda Titus
Marlow Nelson
Joyce Nelson
Mark Barenthsen
Kathy Barenthsen
Jordan Jensen
Lindsey Jensen
Tim Hegstad
Laurie Hegstad
Jay Hass

Teresa Hass

Lex Tande

Heidi Tande

Issac Schultes
Sarah Schultes
Lee Tande

Troy Nelson
Lacey Nelson
Amber Haugland

Aaron Jacobson

Shelbey Jacobson
Chase Jacobson
Taylor Jacobson
Rider Jacobson
Race Jacobson
Windy Jacobson
Lex Lindbo

Jacey Lindbo

Dr. James Mills
Marian Mills
Alan Vincent
Lorie Vincent
Larry Huffman
Piper Huffman
Wyatt Huffman
Ty Huffman
Lindsey Huffman
Morgan Huffman
Robert A. Rankin
Vicki Diann Rankin
Mark Pederson
Val Pederson
Reid Gilbert

Teresa Gilbert



Nathaniel Gazelka
Charissa Gazelka
Nathan Anderson
Gary Tande

Lori Tande

Mark Peterson
Maxine Peterson
Joan Chrest
Rodley Jepsen
Roxann Jepsen
Garrett Jepsen
Marshall Chrest
Denise Chrest
Brad Chrest
Jason Wettstein
Liz Casteel

Bob Casteel

Rob Casteel

Lisa Brekhus
Julius Brekhus
Andy Kellogg
Kathy Beard
Doug Beard
Cody Beard

Megan Beard
Courtney Tweeten
Karen Brekhus
Palmer Brekhus
Shannon Burau
Laura Burau
Jon Thingvold
Ron St. Croix
Rita St. Croix
Blake Wrigley
Amber Haugland
Butch Haugland
Diane Haugland
Halley Mollet
Barb Post
Wanda Ely
Mike Ely

Kari Ely

Pat Ely

Linda Kimball
James Kimball
Rich Casteel
Greg Busch

Jess Busch

Kent Horntvedt
Wayne Horntvedt
Joan Sorum
Kenny Sorum
Karen Smith

Tami Lucy
Melinda Bauer

Tim Stewart



April 16,2020

Public Service Commission

600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum’s announcement of an executive order regarding the
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar. as an online
hearing.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 171,

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor’s office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.

/6 Npewedhan
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Kenmare Association of Commerce
4-5-20

North Dakota Public Service Commission
Re: Support of Northern Divide Wind Farm Project

Kenmare Association of Commerce wishes to record its support of the Northern Di-
vide Wind Project proposed for Burke County.

Kenmare is situated just 16 miles southeast of Bowbells in Burke County, and 71
miles southeast of Crosby in Divide County.

A large portion of the customer traffic for Kenmare’s business district comes from the
trade area stretching from Kenmare to Bowbells to Crosby, adjacent to U.S. Highway
52.

Besides, the obvious direct benefits to Burke County from tax revenue and new jobs,
there will be indirect beneficial impacts to the commerce district of Kenmare, through
increased customer shopping traffic.

The Kenmare Association of Commerce consists of 72 business, individual, and com-
munity organization members. We are active throughout the year sponsoring many
community events, including shop local promotions, customer appreciation picnic
in the park, rib cookoff, car and motorcyle rally, city-wide rummage sale, city-wide
spring clean-up, Christmas light-up event, Santa Day. We also provide support to
other independent community events, such as the 8-day GooseFest celebration, the
Sportsmen’s Banquet, Landowners Appreciation Banquet, and Dollars for Scholars
banquet.

A wide variety of products and services are available at Kenmare’s many businesses,
making it a vital shopping center for the area. Any economic growth in the region
helps Kenmare grow, as well.

NextEra Energy Resources has a reputable, long standing history of doing business
in North Dakota.

Kenmare Association of Commerce supports their development of this project in our
neighborhood.

Sincerely,
Terry Froseth, president
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North Dakota Public Service Commission
Attn: Mr. Steve Kahl

600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408

Bismarck, ND 58505

Northem Dldee Wlnd LLC -Wind Farm S]te App ncatlon, PSC Doc;ket No PU 19-376
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April 11, 2020

Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept, 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Brian Kroshus, Chairman
Randy Christmann, Commissioner
Julie Fedorcek, Commission

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the

::e :f online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online
aring.

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons:

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude.
This project has the potential to Impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event.

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation, We do not

accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17"

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents
of Burke County.

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous
correspondence with your agency, and the Govemor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a
FAIR hearing.
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