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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 4:51 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Northern  Divide Wind Trasmission Project

 
 
From: Alvin Holmen <alvinholmen@ymail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 4:50 PM 
To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov> 
Subject: Northern Divide Wind Trasmission Project 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they 
are safe. 

In January I went Minneapolis and pick up  my sister and drove to Phoenix and once we got to Iowa we started 
to many wind tower?s . All the way to Phoenix we saw  thousand?s of these towers, I would assume these states 
are all wrong and ND is right?  I cant see why the resistance to this new technology?  I would like to see this 
project given the nod to proceed. 
 
Thank you  
Alvin J Holmen 

john
Typewriter
162    PU-19-376    Filed 04/29/2020     Pages: 110

        Pre-hearing Comments�

        Public Service Commission

john
Typewriter
157    PU-19-377    Filed 04/29/2020     Pages: 110

        Pre-hearing Comments�

        Public Service Commission



April 11, 2020 

Public Service Commission 
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480 

Brian Kroshus, Chairman 
Randy Christmann, Commissioner 
Julie Fedorcek, Commission 

We have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern 
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the 
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online 
hearing. 

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons: 

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude. 
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in 
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all 
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not 
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event. 

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent 
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to 
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential 
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not 
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 17". 

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of 
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents 
of Burke County. 

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best Interests of all North 
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous 
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a 
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a 
FAIR hearing. 
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North Dakota Public Service Commission, 

My name is Brooke Watterud. I live in Columbus, North Dakota and I am originally from 

Bowbells, North Dakota. My husband and I along with our two-year-old daughter and five-year-old 

chocolate lab are expecting our second child at the beginning of October. I am proudly employed by 

Burke-Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. as the Office Manager. I am writing to you today to express my 

support for the approval of the NextEra Windfarm proposed for Burke County. I have heard a lot of 

negative opinions from the community members about the windfarm project; however, their negativity 

has not swayed me and my positive opinion of the proposed project. With all change in life, there will 

always be positives and negatives, pros and cons, good and bad. I strongly believe that the positive 

opportunities of the proposed windfarm project greatly outweigh the negative impacts. I believe that 

Burke County has been given an outstanding opportunity by being chosen by NextEra to develop a 

windfarm. I believe we need to embrace this opportunity and I sincerely hope that you take my opinions 

into account when making your final decision. 

 If the project is approved, the opportunities for our local communities are wide-ranging. Our 

local businesses including but not limited to restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, bars, and hotels 

will see an obvious increase in sales during the construction phase of the project. I understand that this 

will only be temporary, but a temporary increase in revenue is still an excellent opportunity for our local 

businesses! I believe all our local communities have felt the impacts of the slowdown in the oil industry 

in Burke County; the construction of the windfarm would be a welcome influx after the most recent 

periods of reduction in our local economies. After the construction is complete, the windfarm will 

provide stable, reputable careers in the energy industry. With the additional jobs available in the county, 

our communities may be able to attract new families to the area. When new people migrate to our 

county for careers, they will likely purchase homes for their spouses and children. The homeowners in 

our communities might be able to take advantage of this opportunity and sell their homes to new 

families. Schools could see an increase in enrollment with the new families that will move to the area. In 

addition to new members to our communities, the careers that will be available within the windfarm 

may help retain young locals who want to start their own families in the communities that they already 

call home. 

 The landowners who have been approached by NextEra have been given an excellent 

opportunity and they should be able to embrace the opportunity. I don’t believe it is right for me or 

anyone else to try to decide what a landowner can or can not do with their own property. I can’t tell my 

neighbors what color to paint their home or what vegetables should be planted in their garden. If my 

neighbor wants a neon green house, it is their right as the property owner to paint their house neon 

green. If my neighbor wants to plant only pumpkins and no strawberries, it is their right as the property 

owner to plant only pumpkins. If a landowner is given an opportunity for additional, long-term income, 

they should be able to decide for themselves if they want to accept the offer. We do have beautiful 

countryside in our county; I will not disagree with that. However, if the landowner chooses to allow 

construction of a wind turbine on their property, that is their personal choice. I strongly believe that 

many of the landowners will greatly benefit financially from their opportunity to participate in the 

windfarm. They should be able to capitalize on their opportunity.  

 One of the biggest opportunities that would result from the windfarm project is the significant 

increase in the yearly taxes that the project would provide. All the citizens of Burke County would 
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benefit from the additional tax base that would be injected into our hometowns, schools, roads, etc. I 

feel we have been presented with an excellent opportunity to greatly improve our communities with the 

additional tax monies. Growing up in Bowbells and now living in Columbus, it makes me sad to say that I 

have not noticed significant improvements to our county. Improvements have been few and far 

between over the last 15 years, but we also haven’t been presented with any opportunities like we are 

today with the windfarm. This opportunity could provide substantial change to improve the local 

communities in our county. 

 Burke County has also been presented with an awesome opportunity to make an impact in the 

electric industry. Working as a business professional in the electric industry, I truly believe that a 

diversified power generation portfolio is one of the best ways for us to ensure we are providing low 

cost, reliable electricity. The goal of power generation is to use a diversified portfolio to provide 

electricity 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. With the potential of a windfarm in Burke County, we would 

be able to be a part of power generation; we would be contributing power to the entire electric grid! I 

have heard negative comments about how the wind turbines can not store energy for future use, but I 

don’t think that is a good enough reason to not support the generation of power in our home county. 

Power generation isn’t solely focused on storing electricity for future use; power generation is a 

complicated business where energy is made and used in a coordinated effort with the people’s 

demands. As wind energy is further advanced, I believe the industry will develop a way to store the 

energy generated on wind farms. Burke County could be the location where electric professionals 

engineer a long-term solution to storing wind energy! We have an opportunity to make a real difference 

in the renewable energy industry! 

 My home, Burke County, is a great place to live and work, but I fear that opportunities for 

further development are limited. A vote to approve the NextEra Windfarm project will have a significant, 

positive impact on the future of Burke County. We have been given an opportunity that will provide 

significant benefits for all of the residents and communities of Burke County. I hope that we can 

embrace this opportunity.  

 Respectfully yours, 

 Brooke Watterud 
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: Eberl, Stacy L.

Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 8:12 AM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to 

3,600 Mw today

From: HM Johnston <frogtownsix@yahoo.com> 
Date: April 4, 2020 at 2:44:01 AM CDT 
To: "Fedorchak, Julie L." <jfedorchak@nd.gov> 
Subject: Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to 3,600 Mw 
today 
Reply-To: frogtownsix@yahoo.com 

***** CAUTION:  This email originated from an outside source.  Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you know they are safe. ***** 
 
HM Johnston 
1012 Emmerling 
Walhalla, ND 58282 
 
April 4, 2020 
 
 
Dear Julie Fedorchak, 
 
With growing energy needs in the Bakken, the Northern Divide Wind development was formed. 
Northern Divide Wind will generate 200 megawatts of power when completed and has a secure 
position on the transmission grid.  
 
Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to 3,600 Mw 
today. (Coal generates about 4,000 Mw). 
 
Much of that power has gone to northwestern North Dakota to power the Bakken oil 
development and recent studies suggest that North Dakota will need hundreds of megawatts of 
new electricity in the next decade, much of it for oil wells. 
 
Wind is likely to provide a substantial part of that demand, so the PSC should continue to 
support wind development in North Dakota. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
HM Johnston 

 

This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work product, or (3) strictly confidential 
under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, disclose, print, copy or disseminate this information. If you have 



2

received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and delete the message. This message may also be subject to disclosure under the North Dakota Open 
Records Laws. 

















 

 

1801 College Drive North, Devils Lake, ND 58301-1598 

(701) 662-1600 | (800) 443-1313 | fax (701) 662-1570 

TDD (701) 662-1572 | www.lrsc.edu 

 

We enhance lives and community vitality through quality education. 

Jay R Johnson 
Wind Energy Technician Program Director 
jay.r.johnson.2@lrsc.edu 
701.662.1626 
 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 E. Boulevard Ave, Dept. 408 
Bismarck, ND 58505 
 
April 02, 2020 
 
Commissioners, 
 
I’m writing to ask you to approve the Northern Divide Wind site. 
 
In the uncertain times of the moment, the steady nature of a career as a wind technician has an undeniable 
attractiveness. 
 
While the  regulatory approval of this site turns on environmental matters it is worth some of your time to 
consider the value of wind jobs to families living in rural communities such as Bowbells. 
 
Wind Energy Technician jobs come with good salaries, health insurance, retirement plans, vacations and 
sick leave. 
 
Wind jobs provide a way for local men and women to remain active in the family farm or ranch and to 
grow and support new families. 
 
Income from these positions bring an economic stability to the individual, families and to the 
communities in which they live. 
 
I’ll go so far as to predict that the wind technician jobs tied to the approval of this project will become 
some of the most coveted careers in the community. 
 
For these reasons I’m writing to encourage the Commission’s approval of this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jay R Johnson 



















April 11, 2020 

Public Service Commission 
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480 

Brian Kroshus, Chairman 
Randy Christmann, Commissioner 
Julie Fedorcek, Commission 

w_e_ have been anticipating news of the upcoming public hearing regarding the proposed Northern 
Divide Wind project. After Governor Burgum's announcement of an executive order regarding the 
use of online meetings, we have seen the notice now appear on the PSC calendar, as an online 
hearing. 

Our strong opposition to an online meeting exists for the following reasons: 

All concerned citizens should be allowed to participate in a hearing of this magnitude. 
This project has the potential to impact lives for many years into the future. The factors in 
determining whether or not to hold an online meeting should include participation by all 
concerned citizens, not a percentage of them. Additionally, our aged landowners are not 
the preferred demographic, in our opinion, as a test group for a very important event. 

If the State of North Dakota has the resources to conduct this meeting with 100 percent 
participation, there should be a significant lead time to ensure that everyone wishing to 
participate can do so. This would include identifying and notification of all potential 
participants, as well as ensuring the proper equipment to allow participation. We do not 
accept that these steps are possible between now and April 1701

• 

It is our opinion that an internet broadcast of this type of hearing would limit testimony of 
the opposition side of the discussion. This inherently discriminates against the residents 
of Burke County. 

We realize that the North Dakota Public Service Commission has the best interests of all North 
Dakota residents at heart. Due to the reasons we've listed here, and in our previous 
correspondence with your agency, and the Governor's office, we ask that you strongly consider a 
delay of this very important hearing, until such time that would allow complete participation, and a 
FAIR hearing. 
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 2:07 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Internet Hearing

 
 

From: Kathy and Doug Beard <dkbeard@nccray.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 2:06 PM 
To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov> 
Subject: Internet Hearing 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they 
are safe. 

Burke County is far, far from being anywhere close to being tech savvy. You need to take this very serious as 
you plan on holding this meeting on April 17th. 
In my experience in trying to reach the residents of Burke County, I have found that a lot of people don’t have 
an email, can’t text, a lot don’t even have computers! It has been very frustrating 
trying to contact Burke County residents to inform them of the April 17th meeting. Also, when it comes to cell 
phones, some do not even have them and if they do, they have flip phones. 
I sincerely think that having this meeting is a huge injustice to the residents of Burke County. Please reconsider 
changing the date of the meeting, so it can be a fair public meeting where 
residents can show up and you can have 100% participation! I can not stress this enough!  
If you think you have to have this meeting, then open it to the public, because there are enough residents that 
would show up because we strongly feel that we need to be heard in person. 
I for one am not going to let this pandemic from letting me attend a public meeting.  
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: Bauske, Shelly A.

Sent: Saturday, April 11, 2020 2:19 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: ND Public Service Commission - Northern Divide Wind Project - Upcoming Hearing 

Information - Please See Attached

 
 

From: Kathy Beard <dkbeard@nccray.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 8:23 PM 
To: Bauske, Shelly A. <sbauske@nd.gov> 
Subject: Re: ND Public Service Commission - Northern Divide Wind Project - Upcoming Hearing Information - Please See 
Attached 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they 
are safe. 

If you think you are going to held the meeting as you have suggested, you have another thing coming. Our internet 
service is sporadic at best. I believe we, as the people of Burke County, deserve our due process and wait until this 
pandemic has passed! This is absolutely ridiculous that you think this is the way the meeting should be run. And if you 
only knew the people in this county that do not have email much less know how to operate a computer, I believe you 
are doing our county a huge injustice. Please reconsider postponing this meeting until we are able to have this as a 
public meeting.   

Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Apr 9, 2020, at 5:19 PM, Bauske, Shelly A. <sbauske@nd.gov> wrote: 

  
  
  
  
  

Shelly Bauske 

Public Service Commission 

600 E Boulevard Ave Dept 408 

Bismarck ND  58505-0480 

701-328-4070 

701-328-2410 (fax) 

sbauske@nd.gov 
  
  

 

 
This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work product, or 
(3) strictly confidential under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, disclose, print, copy 
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or disseminate this information. If you have received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and delete the message. This 
message may also be subject to disclosure under the North Dakota Open Records Laws. 

<Upcoming Hearing - Please Read Carefully.pdf> 







To: North Dakota Public Service Commission

Letter of Support for Northern Divide Wind Project

4-6-20

The Kenmare Community Development Corporation (KCDC) supports the Northern Divide Wind 
Project under development by NextEra Energy Resources.

Kenmare, being in close proximity to Burke County, will benefi t from the positive economics of 
construction jobs for the project, as well as employment for long-term operations.

In addition, Kenmare has an abundance of housing options for short-term or long-term needs.

With the emphasis in the nation for developing renewable sources of energy, this project makes 
sense for the region, and for North Dakota.

NextEra Energy is well established in North Dakota, with a proven record of responsible perfor-
mance for over two decades.

KCDC is a shareholder corporation which owns several commercial properties in Kenmare. 
Consisting primarily of offi ce and retail storefronts, these commercial properties are currently 
leased to 13 separate retail stores, professional offi ces, and other community organizations. 
KCDC also owns and operates a 12-unit apartment complex in Kenmare.

We have space for more business development, as well as room for more housing tenants at our 
facilities and others in the community.

Along with a very robust business district, Kenmare has many support services such as the 
hospital, medical health clinics, mental health offi ce, domestic violence crisis offi ce, chiroprac-
tor, dentist, optometrist, physical therapy and fi tness gyms.

Kenmare also has an excellent pre-K through grade 12 school system.

We are confi dent the Northern Divide Wind Project would have a benefi cial impact to Kenmare 
and our region.

Sincerely,

Kenmare Community Development Corporation

Board Members: Terry Froseth, president; Kirk Harris, Heidi Haugen-Grohs, Jamie Livingston, 
Grant Johnson, Troy Hedberg, Larry Melgaard, Jonathan Essler.

                COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION













 

 

1801 College Drive North, Devils Lake, ND 58301-1598 

(701) 662-1600 | (800) 443-1313 | fax (701) 662-1570 

TDD (701) 662-1572 | www.lrsc.edu 

 

We enhance lives and community vitality through quality education. 

Jay R Johnson 
Wind Energy Technician Program Director 
jay.r.johnson.2@lrsc.edu 
701.662.1626 
 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 E. Boulevard Ave, Dept. 408 
Bismarck, ND 58505 
 
April 02, 2020 
 
Commissioners, 
 
I’m writing to ask you to approve the Northern Divide Wind site. 
 
In the uncertain times of the moment, the steady nature of a career as a wind technician has an undeniable 
attractiveness. 
 
While the  regulatory approval of this site turns on environmental matters it is worth some of your time to 
consider the value of wind jobs to families living in rural communities such as Bowbells. 
 
Wind Energy Technician jobs come with good salaries, health insurance, retirement plans, vacations and 
sick leave. 
 
Wind jobs provide a way for local men and women to remain active in the family farm or ranch and to 
grow and support new families. 
 
Income from these positions bring an economic stability to the individual, families and to the 
communities in which they live. 
 
I’ll go so far as to predict that the wind technician jobs tied to the approval of this project will become 
some of the most coveted careers in the community. 
 
For these reasons I’m writing to encourage the Commission’s approval of this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jay R Johnson 
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 1:05 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: online meeting for Northern Divide wind project on April 17, 2020

 
 
From: fourkcorral@nccray.com <fourkcorral@nccray.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 12:33 PM 
To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov> 
Subject: online meeting for Northern Divide wind project on April 17, 2020 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they 
are safe. 

Commissioner Kroshus, Commissioner Fedorchak, and Commissioner Christmann: 
 
I understand that the PSC is considering having an online meeting for the Northern Divide wind 
project hearing on April 17, 2020 instead of meeting in the Bowbells Memorial Hall due to the COVID19 
threat.  I do not think that this is the best way to hear the concerns of North Dakota citizens.  This meeting 
should be postponed until June or July or whenever this COVID19 issue is over so there can be an actual 
meeting in Bowbells.  These are some of the points that need to be taken into consideration. 
 
1.  Not all the people interested in this project have computers in their homes and if they do have computers, 
some may not have Internet connections. 
2.  During this unusual time, Internet usage will be heavier than normal and so the Internet connections may be 
lost during the meeting. 
3.  The attention of the people is not going to be as focused as it would be if the people were gathered in the 
same room to listen to the information.  In the homes, there will be interruptions such as the needs of other 
people in the households, phones ringing, possible visitors stopping by, etc. during the hours of the meeting. 
4.  Online meetings do not do justice to the dynamics and inflections of face to face meetings.  There is more to 
communication than just sitting at the computer listening or talking.  Just having a large number of people in the 
same room gives input and weight to the importance of this issue and that it is not to be treated casually.  
5.  Some people that would like to attend may actually be sick from the COVID19 so they will not be able to 
participate.  If the meeting was held in Bowbells at a later date, then they would be able to attend when the 
COVID19 is over and they are well and social distancing is not needed. 
6.  Having this meeting online will be very helpful to people from out of state, but I do not believe that any 
other wind project hearings have been held online in ND.  The last wind project meeting held in Bowbells on 
March 8, 2019 had a very large attendance, but the attendance for an online meeting will not be as large even 
though there is still much interest in this proposed project.  Having a public meeting for anyone to attend in 
person is what North Dakotans have come to expect---free, open, and unrestricted. 
 
Please reconsider and postpone this meeting for a later date when we all can meet together in one room to listen 
and to speak. 
 
Thank you, 



2

Linda Kimball 
Noonan, ND 
Landowner in Burke Co. (Fay and Leaf Mountain Townships) 
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March 27, 2020 
 
 
 

North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 E Boulevard Avenue#408 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 
 
 
 
Dear North Dakota Public Service Commission, 
 

I write on behalf of the North Dakota Grain Growers Association to share our 
Association’s strong support for NextEra Energy Resources and the Northern Divide 
Wind project. NextEra Energy Resources has been working in North Dakota for 
nearly two decades and has a proven track record including their investment of over 
$2.7 billion in the state.  This investment includes 14 successfully operating wind 
projects.  
 

Northern Divide Wind will create good-paying jobs – hundreds of 
construction jobs as well as full-time operational jobs which would add 
considerably to the local economy. Over the first 30 years, the project is expected to 
generate approximately $30 million dollars in additional tax revenue for Burke 
County. It would put more than $14 million dollars additional funding into local 
school, nearly $1.5 million into fire and ambulance districts, and more than $10 
million dollars of new property tax revenue into the Burke County budget.  
 

Some have questioned what wind turbines will mean for a farming 
community. Farmers across North Dakota and the country are finding wind turbines 
are not only compatible with farming operations - they’re an important asset. Wind 
turbines take up very little land and they harvest the wind to create clean energy, as 
well as payments for landowners and economic growth for the entire community.  
 
 
 

Phone: 701-282-9361   | Fax: 701-404-5187   | 1002 Main Ave W. #3 West Fargo, N.D. 58078 

“You Raise; We Represent” 



 
Therefore, the North Dakota Grain Growers Association is in full support of 

the Northern Divide Wind project. It will have a positive impact on Burke County, 
North Dakota agriculture and will generate clean, home-grown energy for years to 
come.  
 
 

Sincerely, 

                                     
Dennis Haugen 

   President 
        North Dakota Grain Growers Association  
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 3:08 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Northern Divide Wind Project

Importance: High

 
 

From: Perrie Schafer <pschafer@eslmandan.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 2:38 PM 
To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov> 
Cc: Brian Kroshus <brian@briankroshus.com>; Randel/Bethanie Christmann (randyc@westriv.com) 
<randyc@westriv.com> 
Subject: Northern Divide Wind Project 
Importance: High 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they 
are safe. 

Members of the ND Public Service Commission. 
 
This letter is in opposition to the Northern Divide Wind Project in Burke County, Bowbells ND. 
 
I wish to enter this letter into the record, in opposition to this wind farm. 
 
The state of ND has entirely too many “wind farms”  in the state that are competing with the coal plants, 
unfairly I might add….  
 
Wind doesn’t offer on going jobs to the state or nation for that matter, once a wind farm is built, and the 
transmission line is in, that is it, there is no further need for “manpower” to keep the wind farm running. 
  Some say that is a good thing because the wind farms are “Self Functioning” and “just run”…they do “just 
run”, when they are properly simulated to run. The wind has to be at a certain wind speed, the weather has to 
be above a certain temperature, and the mechanics of the wind mill have to be in operable condition in order 
for the wind farm to produce electrons. They are extremely unreliable. And they cost the rate payer for all the 
infrastructure again for something they have already paid for…such as the power industry.  
 
Counter this to Coal Facilities…I have been in the supply chain for a 5 state area supplying too power and 
heavy industrial plants for 37 years, supplying engineered services and products, and have been witness to the 
operation of a coal fired plant. 
-They are clean,  
-they need manpower to operate them, 
-people live in the towns and cities that surround these plants 
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-schools thrive financially and population wise because people live in the communities that operate these 
plants (more than ½ the kids in our schools in these communities will go away if we do not have coal fired 
plants) 
-in the areas that plants are in operation, the median income is the highest in the state on an average to the 
rest of the state 
-communities thrive, that means restaurants, hardware stores, gas stations, appliance dealerships, simply; 
communities thrive…. 
-plants produce jobs for 3-4 generations of workers, 50-60 years!!…engineers, operators, suppliers, from all 
over the world, labor pools, unions, etc. 
-We have 800 years of unmonetized coal in our state…let me repeat, UNMONITIZED coal…this alone supplies 
great jobs for our kids, grandkids and their kids…period, let alone the supplier/contractors that support these 
facilities. Why strand these assets as well and strand people? 
 
I could (and should) go on and on… 
 
Wind, solar and other so called “green” forms of generation actually COST the rate payer, not save the rate 
payer money…the rate payer are not only paying for new construction, they aren’t recouping (realizing full 
potential) of the now stranded assets they have already paid for in the local plant…they have to pay for the 
construction of the new facility, pay again in the Federal PTC program for what they already paid for in the 
perfectly running power plant sitting right outside their door. In essence the rate payer is paying multiple 
times for the same electron…and for no reason…the plant that is producing low cost electrons is already paid 
for by the rate payer.  
 
…the PCS actually approves the rate payers cost increase by approving wind farms…let’s look at how this is the 
case… 
 
-The rate payer paid for or is paying for the “brick & mortar” that built the plant supplying their power. 
-the rate payer is also providing a tax incentive to the wind market in the form of the PTC, and other credits 
that also comes out of the rate payers pocket, such as 48A 45Q, resiliency, etc. 
 
Please vote no on the Northern Divide Wind Project.  
 
Perrie Schafer 
CEO 
Environmental Services, Ltd. 
402 1st Street NW 
PO Box 1075 
Mandan, ND 58554 
Office: 701-663-4069 
Cell: 701-220-4069 
Fax: 701-663-5225 
Email: pschafer@eslmandan.com 
www.eslmandan.com  

 
Follow us on LinkedIn – www.linkedin.com/company/environmental-services-ltd 
 



NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES(iSa
ill STATE CAPITOL 

600 EAST BOULEVARD 
BISMARCK, ND 58505-0360L"

COMMITTEES:Representative Donald W. Longmuir
District 2 
PO. Box 1191 
Stanley. ND 58784-1191
dlongmuir@nd. go v

Education 
Political Subdivisions

March 20, 2020

North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 408 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Northern Divide Wind LLC 
200 MW Northern Divide Wind 
Energy Center - Burke 
Case #PU-19-376

Northern Divide Wind LLC
345 KV Transmission Line - Burke 85 Mountrail
Case #PU-19-377

Re:

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing this letter to share my support for NextEra Energy Resources (NEXT) and their 
Northern Divide Winds LLC project. NEXT has been working with landowners and various 
State agencies to develop a project meeting their needs and requirements. NEXT has invested 
heavily in the State and are operating 15 successful wind projects. NEXT'S investment in this 
project will provide an important part of the State's complete energy policy of having a variety 
of energy producing sources including coal, oil.

Questions have been raised regarding the impact of wind towers on the farming community. 
Lessons have been learned from the 14 wind projects NEXT has been involved in and have 
been incorporated in the planning of this project. This project will provide an opportunity for 
participating landowners to receive a revenue which will help during this time of uncertainty 
in the agricultural economy.

I support the Northern Divide Wind project. It will have a positive impact on Burke County 
and the State of North Dakota for years to come.

Sincerely,

Rep. Donald W. Lo
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 8:06 AM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Northern Divide Wind Project

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: ronald peters <ronald_ptrs@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 6:39 PM 
To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov> 
Subject: Northern Divide Wind Project 
 
***** CAUTION:  This email originated from an outside source.  Do not click links or open attachments unless you know 
they are safe. ***** 
 
Dear PSC commission:   My name is Ronald Peters I received your letter concerning the meeting coming up on the 17Th. 
I feel this is a unjust way to hold this meeting. It is unfair to the general public that would attend a meeting in Bowbells 
ND. I feel that if this is not postponed till a later date when things get back to a more normal state and if this passes Next
era energy will start immediately and they will have people coming in here from other states and that could spread the c
ovid-
19 virus in our area. This would not be a good thing to happen. I hope you take this concern in on your judgment and de
cision. Please postpone this meeting are well being I feel depends on the postponement till a later date. Thank you    Ron
ald Peters 
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: Fedorchak, Julie L.

Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 9:57 AM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Cc: Lein, Jerry R.; Johnson, Brian L.

Subject: Fwd: The Bakken needs electricity to pump oil wells

You may have received this but just in case this should be added to the record!  Thanks!  
Julie 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Ryan Buchmann <ryan9751@hotmail.com> 
Date: April 2, 2020 at 9:54:56 AM CDT 
To: "Fedorchak, Julie L." <jfedorchak@nd.gov> 
Subject: The Bakken needs electricity to pump oil wells 
Reply-To: ryan9751@hotmail.com 

***** CAUTION:  This email originated from an outside source.  Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you know they are safe. ***** 
 
Ryan Buchmann 
4224 Tamarack Dr. Apt 207 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 
 
April 2, 2020 
 
 
Dear Julie Fedorchak, 
 
With growing energy needs in the Bakken, the Northern Divide Wind development was formed. 
Northern Divide Wind will generate 200 megawatts of power when completed and has a secure 
position on the transmission grid.  
 
Wind has grown significantly in the last decade, growing from 1,000 Mw in 2007 to 3,600 Mw 
today. (Coal generates about 4,000 Mw). 
 
Much of that power has gone to northwestern North Dakota to power the Bakken oil 
development and recent studies suggest that North Dakota will need hundreds of megawatts of 
new electricity in the next decade, much of it for oil wells. 
 
Wind is likely to provide a substantial part of that demand, so the PSC should continue to 
support wind development in North Dakota. 
 
Thank you. 
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Sincerely, 
Ryan Buchmann 

 

This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work product, or (3) strictly confidential 
under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, disclose, print, copy or disseminate this information. If you have 
received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and delete the message. This message may also be subject to disclosure under the North Dakota Open 
Records Laws. 
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Eberl, Stacy L.

From: -Info-Public Service Commission

Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 2:25 PM

To: Eberl, Stacy L.

Subject: FW: Brian Kroshus      Northern Wind Divide Meeting

 
 

From: Kathy and Doug Beard <dkbeard@nccray.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 2:16 PM 
To: -Info-Public Service Commission <ndpsc@nd.gov> 
Subject: Brian Kroshus Northern Wind Divide Meeting 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know they 
are safe. 

Public Service Commissioner 

Brian Kroshus 

600 East Boulevard Ave. Dept 408 

Bismarck, ND 58505-0408 

  

April 7, 2020 

  

Dear Commissioner: 

It has come to our attention that the North Dakota Public Service Commission is looking into the 
possibility of holding an online public hearing on the Northern Divide Wind project proposal for 
northwestern Burke County. The scheduled date of this hearing is April 17, 2020 in Bowbells, but 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, gatherings are prohibited at this time. 

We understand the reasoning for this change, but are opposed. This hearing should be held, as 
before, in a live public venue in Burke County. There is so much lost in not having a face to face 
meeting with the public. Gathering of other meetings, hearings, weddings, etc., are being postponed 
due to this pandemic and this meeting should also. Not all residents of Burke County have reliable 
cell phone service, have broadband and internet compatibility, nor are all tech savvy to view the 
hearing online. 

Another concern is the timing of the project. If rushing through a hearing process using an online 
meeting, and if approval is made, construction may start prior to the conclusion of the pandemic. 
Workers for this project will most likely be from out-of-state, which puts the residents of Burke 
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County at a much higher risk of possible infection. Please consider the consequences of not 
postponing this meeting. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask you not have an online hearing on this proposal, but wait for the 
restrictions on public gathers to be lifted, and then re-schedule the hearing in Burke County. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Supporters of the Coteau Preservation Alliance 

Cc: North Dakota State Governor, Doug Burgum 

      Administrative Law Judge, Timothy J. Dawson 

      PSC members: Julie Fedorchak, Randy Christman 

      John Schuh 
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Kenmare Association of Commerce
4-5-20

North Dakota Public Service Commission

Re: Support of Northern Divide Wind Farm Project

Kenmare Association of Commerce wishes to record its support of the Northern Di-
vide Wind Project proposed for Burke County.

Kenmare is situated just 16 miles southeast of Bowbells in Burke County, and 71 
miles southeast of Crosby in Divide County.

A large portion of the customer traffi c for Kenmare’s business district comes from the 
trade area stretching from Kenmare to Bowbells to Crosby, adjacent to U.S. Highway 
52.

Besides, the obvious direct benefi ts to Burke County from tax revenue and new jobs, 
there will be indirect benefi cial impacts to the commerce district of Kenmare, through 
increased customer shopping traffi c.

The Kenmare Association of Commerce consists of 72 business, individual, and com-
munity organization members. We are active throughout the year sponsoring many 
community events, including shop local promotions, customer appreciation picnic 
in the park, rib cookoff, car and motorcyle rally, city-wide rummage sale, city-wide 
spring clean-up, Christmas light-up event, Santa Day. We also provide support to 
other independent community events, such as the 8-day GooseFest celebration, the 
Sportsmen’s Banquet, Landowners Appreciation Banquet, and Dollars for Scholars 
banquet.

A wide variety of products and services are available at Kenmare’s many businesses, 
making it a vital shopping center for the area. Any economic growth in the region 
helps Kenmare grow, as well.

NextEra Energy Resources has a reputable, long standing history of doing business 
in North Dakota.

Kenmare Association of Commerce supports their development of this project in our 
neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Terry Froseth, president

Kenmare Association of Commerce

Phone 701-385-4275

cell: 701-848-6602 Box 324 • Kenmare, ND 58746
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