
  
       400 North Fourth Street 
 Bismarck, ND 58501 
 (701) 222-7900 
 

July 27, 2020  
 
Executive Secretary 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 East Boulevard, Dept. 408 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480 
 
RE:        Compliance Filing 

Case No. GS-20-015 
 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (Montana-Dakota) electronically submits this filing in compliance with the North 
Dakota Public Service Commission’s (Commission) Order dated March 18, 2020 (March 18 Order) and the subsequent 
extension to July 31, 2020 through the Commission’s April 15, 2020 action. 
 
During the July 23, 2019 field inspection, Commission Staff identified inadequacies in Montana-Dakota’s procedural 
manual for operations, maintenance, and emergencies (Standards) related to the procedures being used by Company 
personnel in the field.  The Manager of the Commission’s Gas Pipeline Safety Program issued a Notice of Amendment 
(NOA) on January 10, 2020 stating the Standards did not contain adequate procedures (step-by-step instructions) with 
definitive language for personnel performing covered tasks.   
 
The Commission’s March 18 Order required Montana-Dakota to amend its procedure, specifically OPS 500 – 
Regulator Station Inspection and Maintenance (OPS 500), by March 30, 2020.  Due to the Company’s mitigation efforts 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Company requested an extension of the time required to implement the amended 
OPS 500 until July 31, 2020.  The Company’s request was approved by the Commission on April 15, 2020. 
 
Montana-Dakota herewith notifies the Commission that it has now complied with the March 18 Order and OPS 500 has 
been implemented to provided written procedures for covered tasks that are procedural in nature and will more clearly 
identify the steps required to complete covered tasks by qualified  individuals.  A copy of OPS 500 is included as 
Attachment A.   
 
Montana-Dakota respectfully requests the Commission accept this filing as being in full compliance with the 
Commission’s Order. 
 
Please contact Josh Sanders at 701-222-7773 with questions or comments. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

 
 
Pat Darras 
Vice President, Engineering & Operations Services 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.  
 
 
Attachment 
cc: Caleb Simburger – Pipeline Safety Program Manager  
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        Notification of compliance to 18 March 2020 Order with supporting documents�

        Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.

        Pat Darras, VP, Engineering & Operations
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