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REVIEW AND REVISION LOG 
This Emergency Response Plan shall be reviewed at intervals not exceeding 15 months, but at least once 
each calendar year, and appropriate changes shall be made as necessary to ensure that the manual is 
current, complete, and effective. 
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0 3/15/2017  Eric Bengtson Initial Issue 
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LMS server to footer 
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5.1 General Emergency Response 
Changed Area Manager to Local 
Management 
Added Safely reinstate operations when 
the state of emergency is over in sections 
5.2 and 5.4 
Changed the next level of Supervisor or 
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Personnel in Section 5.0 Emergency 
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Appendix A – Removed Stretch Wempen 
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Removed name of Williams Co. Sheriff 
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2 8/7/2019 Y  
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Sales Line 
Section 1.3 added information on Alliance 
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Acronym Meaning 
EMT Emergency Management Team 
ERP Emergency Response Plan 
DOT Department of Transportation 
LMS Liberty Midstream Solutions 
NRC National Response Center 
OSHA Occupational Safety & Health Administration 
PPE Personal Protective Equipment 
PSOM Pipeline Specific Operation Manual 
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1 OVERVIEW 

1.1 Purpose 
The purpose of this Emergency Response Plan (ERP) is to provide written procedures on how to respond 
to an emergency arising in association with Liberty Midstream Solutions’ (LMS) natural gas transmission 
pipelines, and to address the requirements of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Natural Gas 
Pipeline Safety Regulations presented in 49 CFR §192.615. 

This ERP will identify emergency events and scenarios arising from LMS operations that may impact 
people, property, or the environment. The plan details the organizational responsibilities, actions, available 
resources and reporting requirements to ensure effective and timely management of an incident by LMS 
personnel. This response plan can be used in conjunction with Procedure P-191.5 Reporting Incidents. 

1.2 General  
When using this procedure, it is the responsibility of the operator to remember that these are only general 
guidelines and one must use their best judgment at all times to protect people first and then the 
environment. It is also the operator’s responsibility to take into consideration other emergency response 
guidelines (ex OSHA regulations). These should be considered and used to compliment the guidelines of 
this procedure throughout the emergency response. 

1.3 System Overview 
LMS operates two natural gas transmission pipelines, the WBI Interconnect Pipeline and the Alliance Sales 
Line.  The WBI Interconnect Pipeline is a 0.77-mile long, 8” natural gas transmission pipeline. It is located 
in Williams County, ND beginning at LMS’s County Line Plant and terminating at the WBI Meter Station. 
The WBI Interconnect consists of a single lateral that delivers gas to WBI Energy Midstream. Custody 
transfer of the pipeline occurs at the WBI Meter Station downstream of valve #1133101. The entire pipeline 
is in Class 1 locations, as defined by 49 CFR §192.5(b).  See Appendix B: WBI Interconnect Pipeline Map.  
The Alliance Sales Line is a 4.72-mile long, 8” natural gas transmission pipeline.  It is located in Williams 
and Mountrail Counties, ND beginning at LMS’s County Line Plant and terminating at the Alliance 
interconnect.  The Alliance Sales Line consists of a single lateral that delivers gas to Alliance Pipeline’s 
Tioga Lateral.  Custody transfer of the pipeline occurs at the Alliance Interconnect, just upstream of valve 
A1.  The entire pipeline is in Class 1 locations, as defined by 49 CFR §192.5(b).  See Appendix C:  WBI 
Sales Line Pipeline Map. 
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2 EMERGENCY PLAN ADMINISTRATION 

2.1 Plan Review and Distribution 
The Director of Operations and Engineering will conduct a review of this plan annually, not to exceed 15 
months to consider any updates or revisions to the plan based on legislative changes, industry trends, 
company experience, and best practices. All revisions will be documented in the Review and Revision Log 
at the beginning of this manual. Copies of the latest edition shall be distributed to all appropriate emergency 
response personnel, including supervisors. 

2.2 Training 
All appropriate employees and contractors shall be informed, instructed, and trained in executing the 
emergency procedures. Training may include classroom discussions on the procedures to be followed or 
field demonstration. Documentation of compliance will be on F-192.615(b)(2): Emergency Response 
Training Form. LMS management shall verify the effectiveness of this training.  

Employee activities after a qualified incident shall be reviewed to determine whether the procedures were 
effectively followed and response times were adequate. Additional training shall be implemented if 
needed.  

2.3 Investigation after Emergency 
All investigations following an incident or emergency will follow Procedure P-192.617 Investigating and 
Analyzing Incidents and Failures. The investigation's primary purpose is to determine facts and obtain 
information, which will help to prevent recurrence of incidents. All incident investigations shall be performed 
as soon as possible following the emergency, and will include the selection of samples of the failed pipeline 
or equipment for laboratory examination, interviewing all personnel participating, and reviewing the 
emergency procedures. This review will be documented on form F-191.1: Incident Notification Reporting 
and Investigation Packet. 
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3 IDENTIFYING AND CLASSIFYING EMERGENCIES 

3.1 Definition of Emergencies 
For the purposes of this plan, an emergency is considered to be any hazardous or potentially hazardous 
situation presenting danger to personnel, the environment or property. If there is any doubt as to whether 
a hazardous situation constitutes an emergency, then it must be treated as an emergency. 

There are several broad categories of emergencies that are likely to occur in relation to the operations: 

• Gas Leak 

• Fire/Explosion 

• Injury/Illness to Personnel/Public 

• Major Property Damage  

• Natural Events (brush fires, flooding, earth slippage) 

• Third-Party Damage 

3.2 Classification of Emergencies 
In the event of an emergency, the Emergency Management Team (EMT) will classify the situation under 
the category of Minor, Serious or Major. 

3.2.1 Minor Emergency 

A minor emergency is one that can be satisfactorily handled by company personnel and does not affect or 
threaten parties beyond the scope of the direct operations. A minor emergency would involve:  

• Minor injuries to on-site personnel. 

• Public safety is not threatened. 

• Environmental impacts are confined to the location. 

• No external assistance is needed.  

3.2.2 Serious Emergency 

A serious emergency is one that has implications beyond the control of local personnel. It would generally 
involve parties outside the direct scope of the operations including Government Agencies and outside 
contractors.  A serious emergency would involve: 

• Recordable and/or lost time injuries to multiple persons on site. 

• Limited environmental impacts off-site with no long-term effects. 

• Potential or actual threat to public safety. 

• Risk of reputational damage or media coverage.  
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3.2.3 Major Emergency 

A major emergency is an incident having major safety, environmental, Governmental, economic or public 
welfare implications.  A major emergency would involve: 

• Multiple lost time injuries or a fatality  

• Public health and/or safety has been or is threatened. 

• Long-term environmental effects expected. 

• Environmental impacts are extended off site. 

• Outside responders are involved. 

• Major property damage. 

• Media coverage expected.  

• Potential reputational damage.  
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4 EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 

4.1 Required Information 
When an employee discovers or is notified of a pipeline leak, break, or emergency situation that requires 
prompt and effective response, they should obtain the following information on form F-191.1: Incident 
Notification Reporting and Investigation Packet. 

• Name of person finding or reporting the leak or emergency situation; 

• Telephone number and location where this person can be contacted; 

• Description of emergency 

• Severity of leak, break or emergency; 

• Location of emergency; 

• Cause of emergency; 

• Description of injuries; 

• Distance to nearest structure; and 

• Damage to property or structure. 

The Director of Operations and Engineering or his designee shall handle all calls pertaining to emergency 
pipeline activities. After steps have been taken to protect people first, then property, steps shall be taken to 
make safe any actual or potential hazard and to notify the appropriate public officials required at the 
emergency scene. If an outside party notifies LMS of a possible emergency situation, the Director of 
Operations and Engineering will investigate further, and take appropriate action.  

LMS’s Emergency Contacts are listed in Appendix A: Emergency Contact Numbers. 

4.2 Liaison with Public Officials 
In accordance with LMS’s Public Awareness Program, regular meetings and/or exercises are conducted 
with public officials/agencies in the vicinity of the pipeline. Methods of establishing and maintaining 
emergency communication and coordination are pre-planned in these meetings. The purpose of these 
meetings will be to: 

• Allow LMS to learn about the responsibilities and resources of appropriate government 
organizations such as Fire and Police Departments. 

• Acquaint Public Officials with LMS’s ability to respond to gas pipeline emergencies. 

• Review LMS’s Emergency Response Plan and to identify the types of gas pipeline emergencies 
requiring notification of public officials. 

• Plan how LMS and public officials can engage in mutual assistance to minimize hazards to life or 
property. A record of material covered and attendees, including LMS representatives conducting 
the meeting, shall be maintained. 
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4.3 Notification to the National Response Center 
National Response Center 1-800-424-8802 or 

electronically at http://www.nrc.uscg.mil 
and North Dakota PSC at 877-245-6685 

The LMS will notify the National Response Center (NRC) and North Dakota Public Service Commission 
(PSC) within one hour as soon as possible of confirmed discovery of an Incident involving pipeline facilities 
that meet any of the following: 

1. An event that involves a release of gas from a pipeline and results in one or more of the following 
consequences. 

a. A death, or personal injury necessitating in-patient hospitalization; or 

b. Estimated property damage of $50,000 or more including loss to LMS and others, or 
both, but excluding cost of gas lost; or 

c. Unintentional estimated gas loss of three million cubic feet or more. 

2. An event that is considered significant even though it did not meet the criteria above 

See procedure, P-191.5: Reporting Incidents, for additional reporting requirements 

 

http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/


 Revision Date: 08/07/2019 
Revision No: Rev 2 

WBI Interconnect and Alliance Sales Line Pipelines 
Emergency Response Procedures 

 

PAPER COPIES ARE UNCONTROLLED. THIS COPY ONLY VALID AT TIME OF PRINTING Page 7 of 22 
Controlled version of this document can be found in L:\Program Manual\ERP  Print Date: 12/9/2019 

 

5 EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROCEDURES 

5.1 General Emergency Response 
The following emergencies will be responded to immediately: 

• Gas detected inside or near a building 

• Fire located near or directly involving a pipeline facility 

• Explosion involving or near LMS’s pipeline 

• Natural Disasters (such as earthquake, hurricane, tornado and severe flooding). 

After steps have been taken to protect people first, then property, steps shall be taken to make safe any 
actual or potential hazard and to notify the appropriate fire, police, and other public officials of the gas 
pipeline emergency. Coordinate with them the planned and actual responses during the emergency.  

5.2 Gas Detected in or Near a Building 
Reports of gas detected in or near a building are considered emergencies and shall be responded to promptly and will 
take precedence over all non-emergency orders. 

Detecting or Receiving Notice of the Leak 

1. Report the suspected leak location to the local Management immediately.  

2. Evacuate all persons in the building. 

3. In the event the leak may affect the public, immediately notify the appropriate public safety 
officials, businesses and the general public to initiate an evacuation. 

4. Shut in the appropriate pipeline segment (and/or booster site if necessary) to cut off the gas 
supply using the Pipeline Specific Operation Manual (PSOM) Shutdown Procedure. Take the 
necessary steps to prevent ignition of the released gas. Utilize the appropriate personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and "back-up" personnel. 

5. Determine if any persons are missing. Initiate rescue activities (as necessary). Re-entry into an 
area of unknown concentration of H2S will require the use of self-contained breathing equipment 
and "back-up" personnel. 

Local Management 

1. Confirm that personnel and public safety precautions appropriate for the circumstances are being 
taken. Evacuate personnel and the public from the areas most likely affected by the gas released 
(i.e. roadblocks, ambient air testing). 

2. Notify Upper Management of the condition and actions to be taken. 

3. Verify that public safety officials have been notified as necessary. 

4. Ensure that additional personnel, equipment, tools and materials are dispatched as needed to the 
scene of the emergency. 

5. Confirm that steps have been taken to stop the source of the release through the use of 
emergency shutdown systems or manual valves at safe locations. 
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6. Start an Emergency Log to collect data for required Agency reporting. 

7. Coordinate with local public safety officials as necessary. 

8. Confirm appropriate personnel have the following information which is necessary for reporting to 
the appropriate state and federal agencies and to assure that the adequate safety precautions 
are being taken: 

a. Location of leak. 

b. Time of detection of the leak. 

c. Fatalities or personal injuries, if any. 

d. Cause of the leak. 

e. Amount and H2S content of the gas released. 

f. Present location of the gas released and direction of travel. 

g. Possibilities of eminent danger or damage. 

h. Weather Conditions. 

i. Containment actions taken. 

j. Risk to the public. 

9. Consult with the Director of Operations and Engineering for required agency notifications. 

10. Initiate site security measures. 

11. Consider the need for specialized company assistance (i.e. Industrial Hygiene, Environmental, 
Security, etc.). 

12. Safely reinstate operations when the state of emergency is over. 

5.3 Fire located near or directly involving a pipeline facility 
Discovering or Receiving Notice of the Fire 

1. If you are the person discovering the explosion, confirm you are at a safe distance and call 911. 

2. Contact the Local Management and advise of situation. 

3. Discontinue all tasks in progress in the area (hot work, maintenance, etc.). 

4. Evacuate personnel and the public from the area most likely affected by the fire (i.e. roadblocks). 

5. If the fire threatens the public (roads, homes, businesses) call the necessary public safety officials 
(police, fire, ambulance, etc.) to assist in the emergency. Contact any effective public in the 
affected area to initiate an evacuation if necessary. 

6. Shut in and depressurize the appropriate pipelines by engaging emergency shutdowns and/or 
manually closing the appropriate valves from a safe distance to isolate the fuel source using the 
Shutdown Procedures located in the PSOM. 

7. Continue measures to contain the fire, apply water to protect adjacent equipment from a safe 
distance.  
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8. Extinguish gas fires only if the source of the fuel can be stopped. 

Local Management 

1. Confirm that personnel and public safety precautions appropriate for the circumstances are being 
taken. 

2. Notify Upper Management of the condition and actions to be taken. 

3. Verify that public safety officials have been notified as necessary. 

4. Confirm that steps have been taken to stop the source of the release through the use of 
emergency shutdown systems or manual valves at safe locations. 

5. Ensure that the appropriate personnel, equipment, tools and materials are dispatched as needed 
to the scene of the emergency. 

6. Start an Emergency Log to collect data for required Agency reporting. 

7. Coordinate with local public safety officials as necessary. 

8. Confirm appropriate personnel have the following information which is necessary for reporting to 
the appropriate state and federal agencies and to assure that the adequate safety precautions 
are being taken: 

a. Location of fire. 

b. Time of discovery. 

c. Fatalities or personal injuries, if any. 

d. Cause of the fire. 

e. Present location of the fire and direction of travel. 

f. Amount and H2S content of the gas released. 

g. Possibilities of eminent danger or damage. 

h. Weather Conditions. 

i. Containment actions taken. 

j. Risk to the public. 

9. Consider the need for specialized company assistance, i.e. Industrial Hygiene, Environmental, 
Security, etc. 

10. Consult with Director of Operations and Engineering for required agency notifications. 

11. Initiate site security measures as required. 

12. Safely reinstate operations when the state of emergency is over. 

5.4 Explosions Involving or Near a Pipeline Facility 
Discovering or Receiving Notice of the Explosion 

1. If you are the person discovering the explosion, confirm you are at a safe distance and call 911. 
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2. Report the explosion to the Local Management from a safe distance.  

3. Check for possible sources of ignition close by. 

4. Where it is safe to do so; evacuate all persons in the immediate area by an escape route upwind 
of the released materials. 

5. In the event of an explosion, which has affected or may affect the public, immediately notify the 
appropriate public safety officials (police, fire, ambulance, etc.), and the general public to initiate 
an evacuation of the area. 

6. Shut in and depressurize the appropriate pipelines and facilities by engaging emergency 
shutdowns and/or manually closing the appropriate valves from a safe distance to isolate the 
source using the Shutdown Procedures located in the PSOM. 

7. Take the necessary steps to prevent ignition of the released material.  

8. Utilize the appropriate PPE and "back-up" personnel. 

9. Determine all persons are accounted for.  

Local Management 

1. Confirm that personnel and public safety precautions are appropriate for the circumstances and 
are being taken. Ensure that personnel and the public are evacuated from the areas most likely 
affected by the released materials (i.e. roadblocks, ambient air testing). 

2. Notify Upper Management of the condition and actions to be taken. 

3. Verify that public safety officials have been notified as necessary. 

4. Ensure that the appropriate personnel, equipment, tools and materials are dispatched as needed 
to the scene of the emergency. 

5. Confirm that steps have been taken to stop the source of the release through the use of 
emergency shutdown systems or manual valves at safe locations. 

6. Start an Emergency Log to collect data for required Agency reporting.  

7. Coordinate with local public safety officials as necessary. 

8. Confirm appropriate personnel have the following information which is necessary for reporting to 
the appropriate state and federal agencies and to assure that the adequate safety precautions 
are being taken: 

a. Location of explosion. 

b. Time of occurrence or discovery of the explosion. 

c. Fatalities or personal injuries, if any. 

d. Cause of the explosion if known. 

e. Amount and type and of material released. 

f. Present location of materials released and direction of travel. 

g. Possibilities of eminent danger or damage. 
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h. Weather conditions. 

i. Containment and cleanup actions taken. 

j. Risk to the public. 

9. Verify that appropriate environmental protection measures are being taken (igniting the released 
gas, diking, skimmers, etc.) and that the appropriate external contacts have been made. 

10. Consider the need for specialized company assistance (i.e. Industrial Hygiene, Environmental, 
Security, etc.). 

11. Consult with Director of Operations and Engineering for required agency notifications. 

12. Initiate site security measures. 

13. Safely reinstate operations when the state of emergency is over. 

5.5 Natural Disasters 
Earthquake 

During an earthquake, all LMS personnel are to first protect themselves. When the ground shaking stops, 
the actions listed below are to be taken. 

1. If a release or a fire results, take action in accordance with the applicable LMS procedures.   

2. Evaluate the extent of the emergency. 

3. Shut in the affected pipelines if necessary by engaging the emergency shutdowns and/or 
manually closing the appropriate valves using the Shutdown Procedures located in the PSOM.  

4. Divide the pipeline system among available personnel and conduct a thorough search of the 
system for ruptures, leaks, and equipment failures.  

5. Contact the Local Management and advise of situation and any need for repairs or other 
assistance. 

6. Contact local public safety officials as required. 

7. Conduct a thorough follow-up inspection for residual safety hazards while observing the need for 
PPE. 

8. Arrange for necessary repairs. 

9. Safely reinstate operations when the state of emergency is over. 

Severe Weather/Tornado 

When a tornado is approaching the area, the following actions are to be taken: 

1. Alert LMS personnel of the sighting of a tornado or the presence of severe weather. 

2. Instruct personnel to seek cover in low areas or ditches. Do not seek refuge in processing areas 
or vehicles. 

3. Shut in the affected pipelines if necessary using the Shutdown Procedures located in the PSOM. 
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4. After the storm has passed, conduct a thorough search of the system for ruptures, leaks, and 
equipment failures. 

5. Contact local public safety officials as required. 

6. Contact the Local Management and advise of situation and any need for repairs or other 
assistance. 

7. Conduct a thorough follow-up inspection for residual safety hazards while observing the need for 
PPE. 

8. Arrange for necessary repairs. 

9. Safely reinstate operations when the state of emergency is over. 

Natural Disaster – Severe Flooding 

1. LMS personnel should first protect themselves when severe flooding is in the area 

2. Evaluate the accessibility of pipeline facilities that may be in jeopardy 

3. Determine if pipeline facilities have become submerged and in danger of being struck by vessel 
or debris 

4. Deploy operating personnel in positions to take emergency action 

5. Contact local public safety officials as required. 

6. Contact the Local Management and advise of situation and any need for repairs or other 
assistance. 

7. Conduct a thorough follow-up inspection for exposed pipe, and other residual safety hazards 
while observing the need for PPE. 

8. Arrange for necessary repairs. 

9. Safely reinstate operations when the state of emergency is over. 

5.6 Determining the End of an Emergency 
1. The highest-ranking LMS employee at the scene of an emergency will be responsible for 

determining when an emergency situation is over.   

2. The end of an emergency should be communicated to all employees responding to that 
emergency.  The minimum criteria listed below must be met before declaring the end of an 
emergency 

a. LMS facilities no longer pose a threat to the public, employees or property. 

b. Any fires resulting from the incident have been extinguished. 

c. Natural gas or other products are no longer being released to the atmosphere, ground or 
water. 

d. The probability of additional releases of natural gas or other products are unlikely. 

e. The incident scene is secure from any unauthorized entry. 

f. Service outages have been safely restored. 
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6 APPENDICES 
 

APPENDIX A: Emergency Contact Numbers 

APPENDIX B: WBI Interconnect Pipeline Map 

APPENDIX C: Safety Data Sheet 

APPENDIX D: Alliance Sales Line Pipeline Map 
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APPENDIX A – Emergency Contact Numbers 
 

 

Local Agencies and Responders Phone Numbers: 

Fire and Rescue  

Tioga, ND Volunteer Fire Dept. 911 

Other Important Numbers: Phone Numbers: 

  

Liberty Midstream Solutions Emergency Number (701) 664-3035 

Jerry Weiland (Local Management) (406) 860-8319 

Eric Bengtson (Director of Operations and Engineering) (303) 886-7046 

Receipts and Deliveries:   

*See Operations & Maintenance Plan  

Federal and State Agencies, North Dakota Phone Numbers: 

National Response Center (24-hour) (800) 424-8802 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
Central Region Office (816) 329-3800 

U.S. Department of Transportation: OPS  (202) 366-4595 

North Dakota Public Service Commission (877) 245-6685 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Regional Office Denver, 
CO. (800) 227-8917 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (24-hour) (202) 646-2500 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (202) 720-2791 

Occupational Safety & Health Administration: OSHA (800) 321-6742 

Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (24-hour) (800) 232-4636 

Local Agencies and Responders Phone Numbers: 

Law Enforcement  

Williams Co. Sheriff Dept. (701) 577-7700 

Tioga, ND Police Dept. (701) 664-2514 

North Dakota State Highway Patrol (844) 474-6347 
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