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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota

COMMISSIONERS

Brian Kroshus
Julie Fedorchak
Randy Christmann

600 East Boulevard Avenue Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Web; vwvw.osc.nd.gov
Phone: 701-328-2400

ND Toll Free: 1-877-245-6685
Fax: 701-328-2410

TDD: 800-366-6888 or 711

October 7, 2020 54.314(a) State Certification Letter
2020 Submission

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
9050 Junction Drive
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

USAC
Vice President High Cost Division
700 12th Street NW. Suite 9000
Washington, DC 20005

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45AA/C Docket No. 14-58. Annual Self-Certification of Support for
Eligible Telecommunications Carriers Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §54.314

Pursuant to the requirements of 47 C.F.R. § 54.314, the North Dakota Public Service Commission
hereby certifies to the Federal Communications Commission and the Universal Service
Administrative Company that the telecommunication carrier included in this letter is eligible to
receive federal high-cost support for the program years cited.

The North Dakota Public Service Commission certifies for the carrier listed all federal high-cost
support provided to carriers within North Dakota was used in the preceding calendar year (2019)
and will be used in the coming calendar year (2021) only for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.'"

Telecommunications Carrier Study Area Code
Inter-Community Telephone Company, LLC. Rural 381601 & 381616

Signed,

Director- Public Utilities Division
Title

701-328-4077
Contact Phone Number

'47 C.F.R. §54.314(6) ("Carriers not subject to State jurisdiction. An eligibie teiecommunications carrier not subject to the jurisdiction of a State that desires to receive
support pursuant to the high-cost program must fi le an annual certification with the Administrator and Commission stating that ail federal high-cost support provided
to such carrier was used in the preceding calendar year and will be used in the coming calendar year only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities
and services for which the support is intended. Support provided pursuant to the high-cost program shall only be provided to the extent that the carrier has fi led the
requisite certification pursuant to this section.")
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        Letter enclosing Commission Motion, Order, and delivery confirmations�

        Public Service Commission

        Patrick Fahn
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

^ublic Service Commission Case No. PU-20-311

USF Use Certification 47 CFR 54.314 (2021)
Compliance

MOTION

October 7, 2020

I move the Commission adopt the Order Certifying Use of Federal Universal

Services Support in Public Service Commission, USF Use Certification 47 CFR

54.314 (2021), Compliance, Case No. PU-20-311.

PJF
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Cooimission Motion to adopt Order Certifying Use of
Federal Universal Services Support

Public Service Commission



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Public Service Commission Case No. PU-20-311

USF Use Certification 47 CFR 54.314 (2021)
Compliance

ORDER CERTIFYING USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICES SUPPORT

October 7, 2020

Section 254(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act) requires that
telecommunications carriers use universal service support "only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which support is intended."
Code of Federal Regulations Title 47, Section 54.314 requires: "States that desire
eligible telecommunications carriers to receive support pursuant to the high-cost
program must file an annual certification with the Administrator and the Commission
stating that all federal high-cost support provided to such carriers within that State was
used in the preceding calendar year and will be used in the coming calendar year only
for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the
support is intended." State certification must be filed no later than October 1 of each
year in order for certified telecommunications carriers to receive support for the
following year, 47 C.F.R. § 54.314(d).

On August 28, 2002, the North Dakota Public Service Commission (NDPSC)
issued an order in Case No. PU-439-02-441 indicating that any telecommunications
carrier providing local exchange service in North Dakota that desires to have NDPSC
certification to the FCC under 47 C.F.R. §54.314 shall file an affidavit with the NDPSC
by approximately September 14 of each year, as described in the order, certifying that
federal support they receive is used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading
of facilities and services for which the support is intended as required by Section 254(e).
The NDPSC further ordered that affidavits filed with the NDPSC will be the basis for the

NDPSC's certification to the FCC.

The NDPSC's September 23, 2020 Order provided certification under 47 C.F.R.
§54.314 for Inter-Community Telephone Company, L.L.C.'s study area code 381616.
On October 7, 2020, Inter-Community Telephone Company, L.L.C. filed with the
NDPSC an affidavit regarding use of federal universal service support certifying that all
federal support that was used in the preceding calendar year and all federal support that
will be used in the coming calendar year will be used for the provision, maintenance,
and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended, under and
consistent with Section 254(e) of the Act and 47 C.F.R. § 54.101, throughout study area
code 381616 and study area code 381601.
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Public Service Commission



Under North Dakota law, the NDPSC has limited jurisdiction over rural
telecommunications carriers. The FCC in its order recognized that some states have
only limited regulatory oversight to ensure that federal universal support is reflected in
intrastate rates and concluded that such states may nonetheless certify to the FCC that
carriers in the state had accounted to the state commission for receipt of federal
support, and that the support will be used as required under Section 254(e). (See
Fourteenth R&O at T| 188). The FCC also recognized that some carriers may not be
subject to the jurisdiction of a state regulatory authority, and in those instances carriers
can certify directly to the FCC by means of a sworn affidavit executed by a corporate
officer attesting to the use of the support only for purposes permitted under the Act.
(See Fourteenth R&O at^j 189).

Based on the discussion above, the NDPSC issues the following:

Order

1. The NDPSC certifies that the following Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
providing local exchange service in North Dakota has accounted to the NDPSC by
affidavit that all federal support that was used in the preceding calendar year and all
federal support that will be used in the coming calendar year will be used for the
provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is
intended, under and consistent with Section 254(e) of the Act and 47 C.F.R. § 54.101,
throughout the company's study areas.

Inter-Community Telephone Company,
LLC.

Study Area Codes 381601 and 381616

2. The NDPSC certification is based upon the affidavit filed by Inter-Community
Telephone Company, L.L.C.

3. The North Dakota Public Service Commission will send a copy of the filed
affidavit to the Federal Communications Commission and the Universal Service

Administrative Company.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Vimn
Julie Fedorchak
Commissioner

Brian Kroshus

Chairman

OUW

tandy:9h''i^^'^^'^"
Commissioner

Case No. PU-20-311

Order Certifying Use of Federal Universal Services Support
Page 2



BEFORE THE NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION IN CASE NO. PU-439-02-441
AND BEFORE THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION IN WC DOCKET NO. 10-90

AND WC DOCKET NO. 14-58

AFFIDAVIT OF INTER-COMMUNITY TELEPHONE COMPANY, LLC
REGARDING

CERTIFICATION OF USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

State of North Dakota )
) ss.

County of Barnes )

Derrick Bulawa, being first duly sworn on oath, does hereby declare and state upon
affiant's own personal knowledge as follows:

1. Affiant is employed by Inter-Community Telephone Company, LLC
(hereinafter, the "Company"), in the position of General Manager/CEO.

2. The Company is an eligible telecommunications carrier within the meaning of
Section 214(e) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 (hereinafter, the "Act"), and
the Company is eligible to receive federal high-cost universal service support (hereinafter,
the "Support") pursuant to Section 254(e) of the Act. The North Dakota Public Service
Commission (hereinafter, the "NDPSC") has designated the Company as an eligible
telecommunications carrier.

3. Affiant is personally familiar with all of the Support received by the Company,
and with how the Company uses all of Support that it receives.

4. The Company is filing this affidavit in compliance with the order of the Federal
Communication Commission (hereinafter, "FCC") dated May 23, 2001, in WC Docket
Number 10-90 and WC Docket Number 14-58 (FCC 01-157) (hereinafter, the "Order"), as
codified in 47 C.F.R. § 54.314, which requires certification to the FCC that all federal
Support was used in the preceding calendar year and will be used in the coming calendar
year by carriers within each state only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of
facilities and services for which the support is intended, as required by Section 254(e) of
the Act and 47 C.F.R. § 54.7. The Company is also filing this affidavit in compliance with
the Orders of the NDPSC dated August 28, 2001, in Case No. PU-439-01-460 and dated
August 28, 2002, in Case No. PU-439-02-441. This affidavit is filed to facilitate the
Company's receipt of federal Support for all four quarters of 2020 and all quarters
thereafter.

5. The Company hereby certifies that all federal high-cost support provided to:

Company Name Study Area Code
Inter-Community Telephone Company, LLC
Formerly Absaraka Cooperative Telephone Company Inc.

381601

Inter-Community Telephone Company, LLC 381616
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was used in the preceding calendar year and will be used in the coming calendar year only
for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the
support is intended pursuant to and consistent with Section 254(e) of the Act and 47 C.F.R.
§ 54.7. The Company will use the Support for the following services, as designated in 47
C.F.R. Section 54.101, throughout the Company's study area: (a) voice grade access to the
public switched network or its functional equivalent; (b) minutes of use for local service at
no additional charge; (c) access to emergency services; and (d) toll limitation services to
qualifying low-income consumers.

Dated this ^ day of 2020.

INTER-COMMUNITY TELEPHONE

company;) LLC

Derrick Bulawa

Its: General Manager/CEO

State of North Dakota

County of Barnes
) ss.

)

On this day of Co'+ cB, 2020, before me, a Notary Public in
and for said County and State, personally appeared DERRICK BULAWA, known to me to
be the General Manager/CEO of INTER-COMMUNITY TELEPHONE COMPANY, LLC, the
corporation that is described in and that executed the within instrument, and acknowledged
to me that such corporation executed the same.

'

JESSE GUNSCH
Notary Public

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
My Commissiof) Expires

Tiotary^ Public
For the State of North Dakota

Page 2 of 2



Schmaltz, Geralyn R.

PU-20-311

USAC

Delivery Confirmation

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Order
TrackingUpdates@fedex.com

Thursday, October 8, 2020 8:36 AM
Schmaltz, Geralyn R.

FedEx Shipment 771736560608: Your package has been delivered

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know they are safe.

HI. Your package was
delivered Thu, 10/08/2020 at

9:35am.

Delivered to 700 12TH ST NW 20005, WASHINGTON, DC 20005

OBTAIN PROOF OF DELIVERY

TRACKING NUMBER

FROM

TO

771736560608

North Dakota Public Service Commiss

600 E. Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, ND, US, 58505

USAC

Vice President High Cost Division



SHIP DATE

PACKAGING TYPE

ORIGIN

700 12th Street NW, Suite 9000

WASHINGTON, DC, US, 20005

Wed 10/07/2020 05:00 PM

FedEx Envelope

Bismarck, NO, US, 58505

DESTINATION WASHINGTON, DC, US, 20005

NUMBER OF PIECES

TOTAL SHIPMENT WEIGHT 0.50 LB

SERVICE TYPE FedEx Priority Overnight

1

V

Download the

FedEx® Mobile app

Get the flexibility you need to create

shipments and request to customize

your deliveries through the app.

LEARN MORE

FOLLOW FEDEX

©  In 9 & G*

H Please do not respond to this message. This email was sent from an unattended mailbox.

This report was generated at approximately 8:36 AM CDT 10/08/2020.

All weights are estimated.



To track the latest status of your shipment, click on the tracking number above.

Standard transit is the date and time the package is scheduled to be delivered by, based on the

selected service, destination and ship date. Limitations and exceptions may apply. Please see

the FedEx Service Guide for terms and conditions of service, including the FedEx Money-Back

Guarantee, or contact your FedEx Customer Support representative.

© 2020 Federal Express Corporation. The content of this message is protected by copyright and

trademark laws under U.S. and international law. Review our privacv policy. All rights reserved.

Thank you for your business.



Schmaltz, Geralyn R.

PU-20-311

FCC

Delivery Confirmation

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Order
TrackingUpdates@fedex.com

Thursday, October 8, 2020 8:33 AM
Schmaltz, Geralyn R.

FedEx Shipment 771736602869: Your package has been delivered

CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know they are safe.

HI. Your package was
delivered Thu, 10/08/2020 at

9:29am.

Delivered to 9050 JUNCTION DR, ANNAPOLIS JUNCTION, MD 20701

Received by C.HIMELBURG

OBTAIN PROOF OF DELIVERY

TRACKING NUMBER

FROM

771736602869

North Dakota Public Service Commiss

600 E. Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, ND, US, 58505



TO Federal Communications Commission

Marlene H. Dortch

9050 Junction Drive

Office of the Secretary

ANNAPOLIS JUNCTION, MD. US, 20701

SHIP DATE Wed 10/07/2020 05:00 PM

DELIVERED TO Shipping/Receiving

PACKAGING TYPE FedEx Envelope

ORIGIN Bismarck, ND, US, 58505

DESTINATION ANNAPOLIS JUNCTION, MD, US, 20701

NUMBER OF PIECES 1

TOTAL SHIPMENT WEIGHT 0.50 LB

SERVICE TYPE FedEx Priority Overnight

/

Download the

FedEx® Mobile app

Get the flexibility you need to create

shipments and request to customize

your deliveries through the app.

LEARN MORE

FOLLOW FEDEX

@  in 9



iZl Please do not respond to this message. This email was sent from an unattended mailbox.

This report was generated at approximately 8:32 AM CDT 10/08/2020.

All weights are estimated.

To track the latest status of your shipment, click on the tracking number above.

Standard transit is the date and time the package is scheduled to be delivered by, based on the

selected service, destination and ship date. Limitations and exceptions may apply. Please see

the FedEx Service Guide for terms and conditions of service, including the FedEx Money-Back

Guarantee, or contact your FedEx Customer Support representative.

© 2020 Federal Express Corporation. The content of this message is protected by copyright and

trademark laws under U.S. and international law. Review our privacy policv. All rights reserved.

Thank you for your business.


