
 
 

Jason D. Topp 
Assistant General Counsel 

(651) 312-5364 

 

 

 

 

November 17, 2020 

 

 

 

Mr. Steven Kahl 

Executive Secretary 

North Dakota Public Service Commission 

600 East Boulevard Avenue, 12th Floor 

Bismarck, ND 58505-0480 

 

 Re: CenturyLink Forbearance Master Services Agreement between Qwest 

Corporation dba CenturyLink QC and dishNET Wireline, L.L.C. (f/k/a 

Liberty-Bell Telecom, LLC) 

 

Dear Mr. Kahl: 

 

Last year, the FCC eliminated the requirement for regional Bell operating companies 

(“RBOCs”) like CenturyLink to offer analog loops as part of its obligations under 

section 252 of the federal Telecommunications Act.1  Earlier this year, the Commission 

approved modifications to the Performance Indicator Definitions and Performance Assurance 

Plan that reflect this transition (Case No. PU-20-087) and has also separately approved 

several interconnection agreements between CenturyLink and other providers that eliminate 

these obligations as part of their section 252 interconnection agreements. 

 

Enclosed for your information is a recently executed copy of an agreement between 

Qwest Corporation dba CenturyLink QC (“CenturyLink”) and dishNET Wireline, L.L.C. 

(f/k/a Liberty-Bell Telecom, LLC) (“dishNET”) called the CenturyLink Forbearance Master 

Services Agreement.  This agreement is a commercial arrangement offering loops, 

switching and transport independent of Section 251 obligations.  CenturyLink filed an 

agreement of this nature for information purposes before in Case No. PU-14-120 and the 

Commission did not review or approve the agreement.  CenturyLink believes the same 

approach is appropriate here and that further Commission action is not required.   

 

 
1 Petition of US Telecom et al. for Forbearance, WC Dkt. No. 18-141, Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 

Release 19-72; Released August 2, 2019 (“UNE Analog Loop and Resale Forbearance Order”), and the Report and 

Order on Remand and Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC Release 19-66; Released July 12, 2019 (“UNE 

Transport Order”), (collectively the “2019 Forbearance Orders”). 
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Contact information for dishNET is as follows: 

 

Mr. Shawn Stickle 

General Manager 

DISH Network L.L.C. 

9601 S. Meridian Boulevard 

Englewood, CO 80112-5905 

(303) 723-1953 

Shawn.stickle@dish.com 

 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 
Jason D. Topp 

 

JDT/bardm 

 

Enclosure 

 

cc: Mr. Shawn Stickle (via e-mail) 

 

mailto:Shawn.stickle@dish.com
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