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Exhibit B.1 
NDIC Pipeline Authority 



September 30, 2019 

Justin Kringstad 
North Dakota Industrial Commission 
Pipeline Authority 
600 E.  Boulevard Ave. Dept. 405 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0840 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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Exhibit B.2 
ND State Water Commission 



September 30, 2019 

Dawn Martin 
Planning Division 
North Dakota State Water Commission 
900 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept 770 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0850 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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Exhibit B.3 
ND Department of Environmental Quality 



September 30, 2019 

Dave Glatt 
North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality 
918 East Divide Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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Exhibit B.4 
ND DOT – Dickinson District 



September 30, 2019 

District 5 – Dickinson 
North Dakota Department of Transportation 
1700 Third Avenue West, Suite 101 
Dickinson, ND 58601-3009 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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Exhibit B.5 
ND DOT – Williston District 



September 30, 2019 

District 7 – Williston 
North Dakota Department of Transportation 
605 Dakota Parkway West 
Williston, ND 588802-0698 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





From: Keitu Mail
To: Karine Finken
Subject: Fwd: Bridger 16"Crude Oil Pipeline Corridor
Date: Thursday, February 06, 2020 8:28:28 AM

Zach Peterson

*Sent from my iPhone*

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wilt, Joel M." <jwilt@nd.gov>
Date: February 6, 2020 at 8:06:28 AM CST
To: "zpeterson@keitu.com" <zpeterson@keitu.com>
Subject: Bridger 16"Crude Oil Pipeline Corridor

﻿
Zach, I received you letter dated December 16, 2019, requesting we voice any concerns
with the pipeline corridor in North Dakota.  Usually this type of request will be sent to

our central office in Bismarck.  I don’t know if you did that but this letter says 2nd

attempt.  In case you have not sent this to central office, I will tell you that there are
plans to four lane US 85 south of Watford City.  Any plans to place this pipeline
adjacent or under this highway should consider strategies to minimize any impact to
the roadway and the pipeline.  Currently US 85 is a two lane facility and R/W acquisition
for a four lane facility is anticipated to begin.  Thanx
 
Joel M. Wilt, P.E.
Williston District Engineer - NDDOT
605 Dakota Parkway West
Williston, ND 58801
ph (701)774-2700

 

mailto:zpeterson@keitu.com
mailto:kfinken@keitu.com
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Exhibit B.6 
ND Department of Trust Lands 



September 30, 2019 

Mike Humann, Director 
Surface Management District 
ND Department of Trust Lands 
1707 N 9th Street, PO Box 5523 
Bismarck, ND 58506-5523 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 



1

Jaimee Antognazzi

From: Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 4:11 PM
To: 'kgraber@nd.gov'
Subject: Bridger 16 inch crude line
Attachments: ND_Alignment.kmz

Hi Kayla- 

Attached is the kmz for the Bridger 16 inch crude line. Please let me know if you need anything else. 

Thanks, 

Jaimee Antognazzi, CSP 
Operations Manager 
Keitu Engineers & Consultants 
1403 27th Street NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 
(701) 667‐1808 Ext# 105
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Exhibit B.7 
McKenzie County Planning Department 



October 15, 2019 

Curt Huus 
McKenzie County Planning Department 
1300 12th Street SE, Suite 214 
Watford City, ND 58854 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 



From: Curt Huus
To: jantognazzi@keitu.com
Subject: Bridger 16" Crude Oil Pipeline
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 8:04:32 AM

Good Morning Jaimee,

We appreciate the heads up regarding the Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline project. 

This type of project will require, among other things, working with McKenzie County Planning and
Zoning Department for land use evaluation and approvals.  Our office will be happy to guide you
through the Planning and Zoning process per the McKenzie County Zoning Ordinance.  Following is a
link to the Ordinance:

https://county.mckenziecounty.net/Department/PNZ/Planning_-_Zoning/Zoning-Maps-and-
Ordinance

The planning and zoning office’s primary considerations for this type of project are harmonizing land
uses throughout McKenzie County and keeping an inventory of land uses as they are developed.

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.

Thanks!

Curt Huus, PE/LS
Planning and Zoning Director
(701) 444-6494
McKenzie County, ND

mailto:chuus@co.mckenzie.nd.us
mailto:jantognazzi@keitu.com
https://county.mckenziecounty.net/Department/PNZ/Planning_-_Zoning/Zoning-Maps-and-Ordinance
https://county.mckenziecounty.net/Department/PNZ/Planning_-_Zoning/Zoning-Maps-and-Ordinance
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Golden County Planning Department 



September 30, 2019 

Harvey Gerving  
Golden Valley Planning Department 
150 1st Ave SE 
PO Box 67 
Beach, ND 58621 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





From: Henry Gerving
To: zpeterson@keitu.com
Subject: Bridger Pipeline
Date: Monday, January 6, 2020 12:15:49 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GOLDEN_VALLEY_COUNTY_PIPELINE PERMIT.doc
plan.pdf

Zach
 
Golden Valley County does require a pipeline permit which is attached for the project you are
proposing.
 
The pipeline permit would be processed through the County zoning Board, please see the below
dates.

 
APPLICATION DUE:   MEETING DATE:
January 10               January 27, 2020
February 7               February 24, 2020
March 13                March 30, 2020
April 10                   April 27, 2020
May 1                      May 18, 2020
June 12                   June 29, 2020
July 10                    July 27, 2020
August 14                August 31, 2020
September 11           September 28, 2020
October 9                October 26, 2020
November 13           November 30, 2020
December 4             December 21, 2020
 
Thanks
 
Henry J Gerving
Golden Valley County
Director Tax Equalization and Zoning
Veteran Service Officer and 911 & GIS Coordinator
 
phone (701) 872 - 4673
email: hgerving@nd.gov

 
Disclaimer: This e-mail, including attachments, is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy
Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510 et seq., may be confidential, or may contain confidential material.  It is intended
for use only by the person(s) to whom it is directed.  If you are not the intended recipient and/or
received it in error, you should (1) reply by e-mail to the sender; (2) delete this e-mail, including
deletion of all associated text files from all storage locations including individual and network storage
devices; and (3) refrain from disseminating or copying this communication.  The media in which any

mailto:hgerving@nd.gov
mailto:zpeterson@keitu.com
mailto:hgerving@nd.gov






No: ______

APPLICATION FOR PIPELINE PERMIT


Golden Valley County, North Dakota


Pipeline Owner:


Name:

Address:

Phone:

Local Agent:


Name:

Address:

Phone:

Senior Engineer:


Name:


Address:

Phone:

Indicate (X) which of the above should receive the completed permit.

Give the section, township and range of pipeline route:

Describe the general use of the pipeline:


The following information must be included with this application before a permit will be approved and issued:

1. A map indicating the pipeline route, its origin and destination, any county road right-of-way you intend to use and compressor station sites, if any. 


2. Name and address of the contractor, include his ND contractor’s license number.


3. Name of the contractor’s bonding company and bond or insurance number.


4. Copies of all easements or letters of consent obtained for private landowners.


5. Proposed dates of commencement and completion:

6. Size of line (diameter):

7. Length of line:

8. Pressure:

9. Burial depth range:

10. Road crossing methods:

11. Product:

12. Procedures for erosion abatement:

13. A $1000.00 pipeline fee shall accompany this application.


14. Upon completion of construction, a copy of the as built survey of the pipeline will be forwarded to the Golden Valley Register of Deeds at the County Courthouse, PO Box 67, Beach, ND  58621. 


15. Any GIS or GPS data in the form of a shapefile will be forwarded to the County Tax Director at PO Box 67, Beach, ND 58621 or may be sent attached to an email to hgerving@nd.gov 


Authorized Signature



Title



Date



The attached Pipeline Regulations must be complied with and will be strictly enforced.

The Golden Valley County Board of Commissioners will review this application.


Golden Valley County has road restrictions and roads with various load limits. Please contact the County Road Foreman, Pete Wirtzfeld, at 872-4123 for current information. 


The above application, being in compliance with all of the requirements therein, is hereby approved.


Date: 







Chairman, Golden Valley Co. Commission


Based on the above approved application, the applicant therein is hereby issued a Pipeline Permit.


Date: 







County Zoning Director

The County Commissioner(s) responsible for the district(s) in which the pipeline resides shall inspect the pipeline to insure regulations are met. The commissioner(s) may appoint an agent to conduct the inspection. 


Inspected by:____________________________________   Date



PIPELINE REGULATIONS


The following conditions shall apply to all pipelines covered by this permit.


1. All pipelines must be set back at a minimum of 100 feet from all section lines and county right-of-ways unless perpendicular to said right-of-way or line, or approved by the County Commissioners. All pipelines must be set back 200 feet from water bodies or unoccupied buildings, or approved by the County Commissioners. 


2. The County shall have prior right of access and superior interests in the land to any pipeline easement holder in all County right-of-ways and over all section lines.


3. No pipeline is to be located closer than 500 feet from any building used as a dwelling or occupied by any individual or individuals. Any exception to this condition, the Board will require a signed waiver from each party having a dwelling or occupied building less than 500 feet from the pipeline. Said waivers must be submitted prior to issuance of a permit.


4. All valve releases or risers or safety valves, etc. must be set next to fence lines. If said riser, release, or safety valve interferes with proper grading, widening, or building f a road, said release, riser, or safety valve must be removed at the expense of the permit holder.


5. Appropriate warnings and protections shall be instituted and maintained by permit holder against accidental or intentional valve or release opening.


6. Any additional pipe or change of pipe size shall be prohibited unless this Board grants prior permission or permit.


7. If Forest Service lands are involved, all Forest Service specifications not inconsistent with any of the County specifications shall be followed regarding pipeline installation and maintenance.


8. The top 18 inches of the ditch must be wheel compacted and a mound left for settling. The applicant is responsible for weed control and revegetation on the disturbed land. Applicant will correct any settling or erosion of the ditch.


9. The necessity of pipeline conduits when crossing any road or highway is at the discretion of the Golden Valley County Commissioners. The Board of Commissioners shall set the requirements and specifications for conduit forth, and the party seeking the permit shall comply with such specifications as made by the Board.


10. Please enclose all GPS data available for pipelines to facilitate identification of where the pipeline lays.


11. Applicant shall bear the full cost for adjustment or relocation of any of their facilities presently lying within the right of way of any county highway or lying within any future right of way or back slope areas acquired by the County at any time, upon request of County.


12. Applicant shall watch for any settlement of such fill across the road and/or loss of road surfacing caused by installation or maintenance of such pipeline and immediately repair the road surface.  Applicant agrees to indemnify County against any loss or damage which shall be caused by Applicant’s use of this easement as well as by the exercise of Applicants rights to ingress and egress or by any wrongful or negligent act or omission of Applicant, his agents, or employees.


13. The Applicant shall hold the County harmless from any and all claims or damages to said Applicant’s facilities regardless of where such facilities may be located, if the Applicant has been notified prior to any excavation work done by the County to allow the Applicant to identify the location of their facilities.

14. Applicant reserves the public’s right to use the above described property and road thereon as it is both the County’s and Applicant’s intention that this easement shall in no way affect the road or section line under which this Applicant’s pipeline shall be installed.













electronic data files are transmitted can deteriorate over time and under various conditions.  Golden
Valley County  does not warrant the accuracy of any information contained in electronic data files
transmitted by e-mail.
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Exhibit B.9 
US Army Corps of Engineers 



October 4, 2019 

Patricia McQueary 
Regulatory Program Manager 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
3319 University Dr. 
Bismarck, ND 58504 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 



December 16, 2019 

Patricia McQueary 
Regulatory Program Manager 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
3319 University Dr. 
Bismarck, ND 58504 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline-2nd Attempt 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in the winter of 2020. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at zpeterson@keitu.com. 

Zach Peterson 
Environmental Specialist 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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Exhibit B.10 
ND Parks and Recreation 



September 30, 2019 

Kathy Duttenhefner, Coordinator 
Natural Resources Division 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation 
PO Box 5594 
Bismarck, ND 58506-6694 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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Exhibit B.11 
ND Game and Fish Department 



September 30, 2019 

Mr. Greg Link, Chief 
Conservation and Communication Division 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department 
100 N. Bismarck Expressway 
Bismarck, ND 58501-5095 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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Exhibit B.12 
Lake Ilo National Wildlife Refuge 



September 30, 2019 

Todd Gallion 
Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
Lake Ilo National Wildlife Refuge 
489 102 Ave SW 
Dunn Center, ND 58626 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.13 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 



September 30, 2019 

Scott Larson, Field Supervisor 
North Dakota Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Reinisch, Jerry <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 1, 2019 7:17 AM
To: Karine Finken
Cc: Kathleen Spilman; Derek Sondeland; Jaimee Antognazzi; Ken Dockweiler; Tyler Reece
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Bridger South Bend 16-inch Crude Oil Pipeline Project - Dakota Skipper

Thank you!  
 
Jerry D. Reinisch 
Fish & Wildlife Biologist 
Ecological Services 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
3425 Miriam Drive 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
 
(M) 701‐250‐4481 Ext 8267 
(D) 701‐333‐0267 
(C) 701‐425‐2133 
 
 
On Mon, Sep 30, 2019 at 7:06 PM Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com> wrote: 

Jerry, 

  

The attached kmz is what I have compiled so far to help Bridger with knowing where they should bore or narrow 
ROW. We will have more complete maps with shapefiles once the BE/EA is closer to being final and I can be sure to 
send them to you. The USFS biologists have not reviewed this yet so there may be some changes.  

  

Thanks, 

  

Karine 

  

  

From: Kathleen Spilman [mailto:kspilman@keitu.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2019 3:50 PM 
To: 'Reinisch, Jerry' <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Cc: Derek Sondeland <dsondeland@keitu.com>; Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>; Jaimee Antognazzi 
<jantognazzi@keitu.com>; Ken Dockweiler <Ken.Dockweiler@TrueCos.com>; Tyler Reece <tyler.reece@truecos.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Bridger South Bend 16‐inch Crude Oil Pipeline Project ‐ Dakota Skipper 
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Jerry – client is also planning to go deeper than typical – 15 ft bgs – with the HDD to minimize frac outs. Thanks much 
for the help. 

  

Derek – please compile the habitat boundaries for these areas as GIS shapefiles.  You might as well include the areas 
that Bridger will need to narrow the construction ROW to avoid the other habitat found to pass along to Tyler. Run info 
by Karine before you release them since she was the one who led the field survey team. 

  

Tyler – please note expected restriction to avoid construction in this area during the 6 week period June 10‐July 15 – 
should include it in the project construction specs as well as prepositioned spill response equipment.  If Bridger does 
not want to move one of their trailers down to the site – or if selected contractor does not have one ‐ we can always 
bring Keitu’s trailer down and have it in the area. 

  

Kathye 

  

From: Reinisch, Jerry <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>  
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Kathleen Spilman <kspilman@keitu.com> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Bridger South Bend 16‐inch Crude Oil Pipeline Project ‐ Dakota Skipper 

  

Kathleen 

These measures sound good to me. Be sure to have spill response equipment near these locations in the event of a 
blowout. 

Dust suspension should be implemented at all times and we would prefer that no construction take place near areas of 
suitable habitat during the flight season; June 10‐July 15.    Would you have a shape file of these suitable habitat 
locations? 

Thank you 

Jerry 

  

 
 

Jerry D. Reinisch 

Fish & Wildlife Biologist 
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Ecological Services 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

3425 Miriam Drive 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

  

(M) 701‐250‐4481 Ext 8267 

(D) 701‐333‐0267 

(C) 701‐425‐2133 

  

  

On Thu, Sep 26, 2019 at 11:44 AM Kathleen Spilman <kspilman@keitu.com> wrote: 

Jerry –  

  

Just to keep you in the loop, we completed the DASK habitat survey along the proposed South Bend route. We found 
several items.  Most will be avoided by narrowing the construction zone in the vicinity.  The others (4) will be bored to 
avoid any surface disturbance.  We have already discussed this with our client.  This plan is acceptable to them.  They 
will incorporate that requirement into the project bid specs. 

  

We will incorporate into the mitigation plan that we will have a crew, including a biologist, go out and mark the 
boundary of the habitat with snow fence or flagged stakes before the start of construction.   

  

If this is not acceptable – please advise ASAP.  We want to incorporate into the PSC permit application and the EA for 
the USFS provisions that are already acceptable to the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

  

Kathleen	M.	Spilman,	P.E. 

Managing Director 

  

Keitu	Engineers	&	Consultants,	Inc. 
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1403 27th St. NW; PO Box 98 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667-1808 x100 

(701) 527-0277 iPhone 

  



Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.14 
U.S. Air Force 



From: Jaimee Antognazzi
To: "cy.munos@us.af.mil"
Subject: Bridger 16" Crude Oil Pipeline
Date: Tuesday, October 8, 2019 2:31:48 PM
Attachments: Full_Alignment_20191004.shx

Full_Alignment_20191004.sbn
Full_Alignment_20191004.sbx
Full_Alignment_20191004.cpg
Full_Alignment_20191004.dbf
Full_Alignment_20191004.prj
Full_Alignment_20191004.shp

Mr. Cy Munos,

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility Application
and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota Public Service
Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-mile crude oil supply
pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s Corner, North Dakota and
terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, MT. The Project is located entirely
within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North Dakota.  

The purpose of this contact is to afford Cable Affairs the opportunity to assess the Project area for
the presence of Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (“ICBM”) related systems that could potentially be
impacted, and to provide comments. We respectfully request that any specific concerns known in
the area are brought to our attention to ensure we focus on those items. Attached are the GIS
Shapefiles of the entire length of the proposed Project intended for the Minot Air Force Base Cable
Affairs Office to review.

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies with
compliance.

Jaimee Antognazzi, CSP
Operations Manager
Keitu Engineers & Consultants

1403 27th Street NW
Mandan, ND 58554
(701) 667-1808 Ext# 105

mailto:jantognazzi@keitu.com
mailto:cy.munos@us.af.mil
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From: MUNOS, CY I GS-11 USAF AFGSC 91 MMXS/MMXSFK
To: Jaimee Antognazzi
Subject: RE: [Non-DoD Source] Bridger 16" Crude Oil Pipeline
Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 7:50:29 AM

Jaimee,

 We have no assets in the project area. We appreciate the heads up. Have a good day.

Cy Munos
Chief, Cable Affairs
91 MMXS/MMXSFK
Minot AFB, ND
DSN: 453-6053
COMM.: 701-723-6053
CELL: 701-720-8274

-----Original Message-----
From: Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2019 2:32 PM
To: MUNOS, CY I GS-11 USAF AFGSC 91 MMXS/MMXSFK <cy.munos@us.af.mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Bridger 16" Crude Oil Pipeline

Mr. Cy Munos,

Bridger Pipeline, LLC ("Bridger") plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility Application and Route
Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota Public Service Commission ("Commission") for
the construction of an approximately 160-mile crude oil supply pipeline ("Project"). It originates from a location
near Johnson's Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, MT. The
Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North Dakota.

The purpose of this contact is to afford Cable Affairs the opportunity to assess the Project area for the presence of
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile ("ICBM") related systems that could potentially be impacted, and to provide
comments. We respectfully request that any specific concerns known in the area are brought to our attention to
ensure we focus on those items. Attached are the GIS Shapefiles of the entire length of the proposed Project
intended for the Minot Air Force Base Cable Affairs Office to review.

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies with compliance.

Jaimee Antognazzi, CSP

mailto:cy.munos@us.af.mil
mailto:jantognazzi@keitu.com


Operations Manager

Keitu Engineers & Consultants

1403 27th Street NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667-1808 Ext# 105



Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.15 
ND Department of Agriculture 



September 30, 2019 

ND Department of Agriculture 
600 E. Boulevard Ave, Dept. 602 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0020 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 
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ND Soil Conservation Committee 



September 30, 2019 

Scott Hochhalter, State Soil Specialist 
NDSU Extension Service 
2718 Gateway Ave., Suite 104 
Bismarck, ND 58503 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 
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McKenzie County Commission 



September 30, 2019 

McKenzie County Commission 
20 5th St. NW, Ste 543 
Watford City, ND 58554 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
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Golden Valley County Commission 



September 30, 2019 

Golden Valley County Commission 
PO Box 104 
Beach, ND 58621 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 
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September 30, 2019 

McKenzie Ranger District 
1905 S Main Street  
Watford City, ND 58554 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





From: Grotte, Kim -FS
To: Karine Finken
Cc: Riely, Debbie - FS
Subject: RE: South Bend EA
Date: Friday, September 06, 2019 8:15:35 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Karine,
 
It would have been a good step to look at the actual most complete route map a bit as to be able to
advise you folks on the survey needs and known resource concerns for the linear and area around it.
 
I did visit with Debbie about getting you NEPA templates/examples for how our folks like to see
these documents formatted and such. Debbie thought that she could provide you examples that
were done recently for a similar sized project proposal. I will include here on this e-mail and she can
fire them out to you when she can. We should try to get a kick off meeting when it is decided to
proceed with the project as to give you folks the guidance on how to proceed and the steps in doing
so for our NEPA EA process.
 
 
Kim Grotte 
Cost Reimbursement Pipeline Specialist

Forest Service
Dakota Prairie Grassland, McKenzie Ranger District
p: 701-842-8509  
f: 701-842-8544
Kim.Grotte@usda.gov

1905 S. Main St. 
Watford City, ND 58854
www.fs.fed.us

 
 
 
 

From: Karine Finken [mailto:kfinken@keitu.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 4, 2019 11:17 AM
To: Grotte, Kim -FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>
Cc: Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>
Subject: South Bend EA
 
Kim,
 
We discussed the proposed South Bend project last month you mentioned you may be able
to provide some examples or templates for the EA. I was just checking in to see if you were
able to find anything available.
 
We’re still working on Bridger getting the SF-299 submitted and still working on the field
surveys for archaeology for this project.
 

mailto:kim.grotte@usda.gov
mailto:kfinken@keitu.com
mailto:debbie.riely@usda.gov
http://www.fs.fed.us/






Karine Finken
Project Manager

(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.keitu.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C246c356d5ea44ec109f008d73153569b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637032106313228328&sdata=WznjAlj%2FW%2BcqZ9smo6BarQxGlkg3utNr1Yvb2qi%2FwHg%3D&reserved=0




















1

kfinken@keitu.com

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 2:14 PM
To: 'Grotte, Kim -FS'
Cc: Jaimee Antognazzi
Subject: South Bend Alignment
Attachments: North_Dakota_Alignment.kmz

Kim, 
 
Sorry it has been taking while to get you this centerline. I know you’ve asked for it a couple time to review. It 
should be close to the proposed route on USFS lands but on private lands survey crews are still out so tweaks to 
the line will happen. 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
 



MEETING MINUTES FROM SOUTH BEND KICK‐OFF MEETING 

DECEMBER 2, 2019 WATFORD CITY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 

 Meeting begins 

o USFS personnel present Cale Bickerdyke, Debbie Riely, Kim Grotte, Laurie Gawin, Sarah 

Bickerdyke 

o Bridger personnel present Don Clark, Ken Dockweiler, Tommy Massengale 

o Keitu Engineers and Consultants personnel present Karine Finken 

 

 After introductions Kim Grotte describes the proposed project, Bridger’s existing infrastructure 

in the area that is also on USFS land and pipelines that are near and parallel the proposed 

project. Don Clark provides additional input on specifics of the existing infrastructure. Kim opens 

up the floor for further discussion. 

 

 Kim Grotte and Debbie Riely approved Karine Finken working directly with Debbie as long as Kim 

Grotte was CC’ed and including in discussion. 

 

 Sara Bickerdyke asks about what surveys have been completed. 

o Karine Finken provides overview of botany and wildlife surveys and cultural resources 

that have been completed. An aerial raptor survey is planned for the week of December 

9th. All surveys have been completed on USFS lands to date. There was a couple reroutes 

that needed after September 15th botany. Kim Grotte asked Laurie Gawin if that was still 

okay. Laurie Gawin explained the late season frost made that allowable. 

 

 Sara Bickerdyke mentions the Dakota Skipper may need occupancy surveys based on past 

projects and length of the proposed South Bend project on USFS lands. Provided input on 

guidance documents to follow such as USFWS Dakota skipper survey protocol, and occupancy 

surveys are conducted in July. She said approved occupancy surveyors can be provided upon 

request. Karine Finken stated Jerry Reinisch had provided that information but will reach out to 

the USFS if we need it again. Sara Bickerdyke stated surveys to date may not be adequate. 

o Karine mentioned discussion has been ongoing with Jerry Reinisch of the USFWS. Stated 

discussion began with Jerry Reinisch in an August or September of 2019 starting at an 

interagency meeting in Bismarck and has been ongoing during the planning and routing 

process. Jerry Reinisch has stated no occupancy surveys were required if Bridger avoids 

Type B habitats via bore. 

o Sara Bickerdyke stated she will need to work with Jerry Reinisch directly to concur on 

how Bridger can move forward with avoiding Dakota skipper impacts and whether 

occupancy surveys are required. 

o Karine Finken offered to provide Sara Bickerdyke emails of previous communication 

with Jerry Reinisch. Karine Finken will let Jerry Reinisch know he needs to work with 

Sara Bickerdyke and future communications will include USFS. When surveys need to be 

updated Karine Finken stated she will make sure the proper areas are surveyed after 



guidance is given on USFS/USFWS path to move forward on avoiding the Dakota skipper 

impacts. 

o Sara Bickerdyke stated she will follow‐up with Jerry Reinisch. 

o Kim Grotte offered to have Karine Finken send information directly to Sarah Bickerdyke 

as long as Kim was CC’ed and included in future discussion. 

 

 Karine Finken asked if the occupancy surveys are only needed on USFS lands and not typically 

required on private lands. Sara Bickerdyke concurred. 

 

 Karine Finken confirmed with USFS staff that a BA/BE will be required prior to the EA.  

 

 Karine Finken asked if drafts can be sent prior to final surveys completed to help the review 

process move faster. Sarah Bickerdyke and Debbie Riely stated it depended on the type of 

information and how complete the documents were but Keitu could try. 

 

 Debbie Riely and Kim Grotte discussed updated EA templates and guidance documents to help 

streamline the review process. Debbie Riely discussed the scoping procedure, combined 

scoping, document draft, and that is the next step in moving forward in the NEPA process. 

 

 Cale Bickerdyke asked Bridger how far the line will parallel from existing lines and pipeline size 

o Don Clark replied that they will be within 15’ and it is a 16” line. 

 

 Karine Finken asked if a map showing the lines that the proposed South Bend line will parallel 

would help in the review and scoping process.  

o Sarah Bickerdyke replied it couldn’t hurt. 

 

 Cale Bickerdyke mentioned new staff changes with the Watford City USFS office including new 

District Ranger and Archaeologist. The proposed project will likely be working with the new 

archaeologist once they are hired. Cale Bickerdyke stated if occupancy surveys are required 

approval an approval estimate for project start is July 2021. 

o Laurie Gawin mentioned Liv may help with the archaeology on this project until they get 

new staff. 

 

 Kim Grotte and Cale Bickerdyke mentioned an option of a”lift and lay” of the line on USFS if the 

line is constructed within an already approved easement of Bridger’s.  

o Don Clark and Ken Dockweiler said it may be an idea to look into to see if possible. 

o Further discussion was had with USFS staff on the pull and connect method. 

o Debbie Riely stated that they will look into this method of installing the pipeline, have 

more internal USFS discussion and will get back to Bridger. 

 

 Cale Bickerdyke asked for an update on the proposed route through a cultural resource area and 

SHPO. 

o Karine Finken will look into and update from Beaver Creek Archaeology and get back to 

Cale. 



FOLLOW‐UP AND ACTION ITEMS LIST 

1. USFS will communicate with Jerry Reinisch of the USFWS on how to move forward with avoiding 

Dakota skipper impacts during construction. 

2. USFS will look into the feasibility of a pull and connect method of installing the pipeline. 

3. Karine Finken will let USFWS know they need to communicate and include USFS in discussions. 

4. Karine Finken will send past communications with the USFWS to Sara Bickerdyke. 

5. Karine Finken will work with Debbie Riely on scoping letter template and information to be sent 

out for scoping including a map with the help showing the lines the proposed project parallels 

on USFS lands. 

6. Karine Finken will check with Wade Burns of Beaver Creek Archaeology on the cultural resource 

site routing progress. 
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Warm, Arden A -FS <arden.warm@usda.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2020 1:47 PM
To: kfinken@keitu.com
Subject: Sharp-tailed grouse info....
Attachments: svingen_stg_leksrvyprotocol_grandriverrd.doc

Karine; 
 
I was forwarded your questions by Meghan…. 
 
I guess my first question is – is this for a specific project or in general?  
 
When we release the (“annual”; coming out soon-ish) bio-letter that outlines our general requirements, 
typically, we have also made available the latest WL/Bot GIS layers which includes the grouse lek data. The 
FS, itself, has not updated the location data, sorry to say (the info is old, in general), so if you’re looking for the 
”latest-greatest” GIS layer of lek info, it is not going to be different from last year’s GIS info….in regards to 
leks, especially…. 
 
The only potential change of locational information could be the research of a Phd student in extreme western 
part of the McKenzie RD who collected some lek information. I can’t say if the leks were already ”known” (i.e. 
historical) or not, tho? 
 
And lastly, we typically census some leks, annually, within identified ‘4 mile by 4 mile’ lek blocks across the 
LMNG. We have 10 of them scattered across the two Districts of the LMNG….. 
 
But that is all we have for sharp-tailed grouse…. 
 
Attached we have our basic protocol for doing sharpie lek survey’s…tho this is for Grand River RD, we have 
adapted it for the LMNG as well…. 
 
If you have any more questions, please feel free to contact me! 
 

 

Arden Warm  
Supervisory Wildlife Biologist 

Forest Service  
Medora Ranger District, Dakota Prairie Grasslands 

p: 701-227-7815  
arden.warm@usda.gov 

99 23rd Ave W., Suite B  
Dickinson, ND 58601 
www.fs.fed.us  

 

Caring for the land and serving people 

 

 
 
 
Hi again, 
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Sorry to bother you but is there a sharp‐tailed grouse survey protocol that the USFS requires or certain document we 
should use as reference? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
 
Hi Meghan, 
 
I was wondering if there is a recent sharp-tailed grouse lek shapefiles we could obtain?  
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email immediately.  
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Grotte, Kim -FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 8:38 AM
To: Karine Finken
Cc: Warm, Arden A -FS; Sjursen, Phil -FS
Subject: RE: Follow-up on SB request for shapefiles

Karine, 
 
We may need to remove some trees/shrubs in a few spots. This route goes through some areas with woody veg. Keep 
the bat roosting timing window in our plan thought too. We will HDD bore substantial drainages , creeks and such. 
Where we parallel other pipelines we may need to clear some woody veg on this pipe side of right‐of‐way. You should 
be able to get the other info from google earth or NAIP imagery for woody and such. 
 
Kim 
 

From: Karine Finken [mailto:kfinken@keitu.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 3:54 PM 
To: Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Cc: Warm, Arden A ‐FS <arden.warm@usda.gov>; Zach Peterson <zpeterson@keitu.com> 
Subject: Follow‐up on SB request for shapefiles 
 
Hi Kim, 
 
Sorry for the short call earlier, A/C is out in my car and I had the windows open .  
 
I was able to check my email I sent on the 7th and we were looking for the “Previous Dakota skipper Habitat and 
Occurrence Surveys”, Broken Lands, and Tree/Shrub Layers, per page 8 of the Biological Survey Guidelines 
2020 for the South Bend project, 
 
Also, is it a requirement for pipelines to bore under trees on USFS lands? Trying to anticipate if Bridger will 
have to bore those areas. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
 
 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
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subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email immediately.  
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Grotte, Kim -FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 10:19 AM
To: kfinken keitu.com
Subject: RE: S Bend DASK surveys

Hopefully they will get your project proposal  end of the district completed. Thanks 
 
Kim 
 

From: kfinken keitu.com [mailto:kfinken@keitu.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 10:00 AM 
To: Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Cc: jantognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com> 
Subject: S Bend DASK surveys 

 
Hi Kim,  
 
I was able to catch up with the butterfly guys yesterday.  I wasn't sure if they gave you a heads up but we are out
in the field this week and likely next week working on the absence/presence surveys. They did tell me they 
touched base with Sara prior to fieldwork.  
 
They were on the s end of the line earlier this week working northeast on USFS lands.   
 
I thought I'd keep you in the loop in case you weren't.   
 
Sorry for any typos working from my cell this week.  
 
-Karine  
 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email immediately.  
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Riely, Debbie - FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 11:19 AM
To: Grotte, Kim -FS; Karine Finken
Cc: ken.dockweiler@truecos.com; kspilman@keitu.com; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Bickerdyke, Cale E -FS
Subject: RE: Draft scoping letter - South Bend

To answer Kim’s question below, the FS will review the biological surveys completed on FS lands, and will take into 
account the intermingled private lands within the McKenzie Ranger District boundary in our cumulative effects analysis 
discussion.  So the only route we need to see on our scoping map is the route within the boundary of the McKenzie 
Ranger District.  I know that sounds like NEPA talk here, so if anyone has any questions on that, please feel free to 
contact me.   
 
Also, I just wanted to give you a heads up that we will be mailing the scoping letter out from our office once we have the 
final letter, so you won’t need to worry about mailing them.  Thank you!   
 
 

 

Debbie Riely  
NEPA Planner 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands, McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8522  
f: 701-842-8544  
debbie.riely@usda.gov 

1905 Main Street South 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 

Caring for the land and serving people 

 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 
 

From: Grotte, Kim ‐FS  
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 7:51 AM 
To: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>; Riely, Debbie ‐ FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov> 
Cc: ken.dockweiler@truecos.com; kspilman@keitu.com; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Bickerdyke, Cale E ‐FS 
<cale.bickerdyke@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft scoping letter ‐ South Bend 
 
Hello folks, 
 
Yeah, Will need to take a peek at the map before it goes out.   
 
Debbie how much info needs to be included for the entire route on this map?  Our analysis for DASK and other sensitive 
resource concerns on the entire route needs to be thought out as to how hard we will  be involved with these on the 
private and the entire route as compared to our involvement on FS lands on the McKenzie District. 
 
 
Kim Grotte 
Area Minerals Manager 
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Forest Service 
McKenzie Ranger District 
Dakota Prairie Grassland,  

p: 701-842-8509   
f: 701-842-8544 
Kim.Grotte@usda.gov 

1905 S. Main St.  
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 
 
 
 

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 9:47 AM 
To: Riely, Debbie ‐ FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov> 
Cc: ken.dockweiler@truecos.com; kspilman@keitu.com; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Bickerdyke, Cale E ‐FS 
<cale.bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft scoping letter ‐ South Bend 
 
Hi Debbie, 
 
We’ll get this updated with a map and I expect to have this back to you early next week. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
 
 
 

From: Riely, Debbie ‐ FS [mailto:debbie.riely@usda.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 8:56 AM 
To: kfinken@keitu.com 
Cc: ken.dockweiler@truecos.com; kspilman@keitu.com; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Bickerdyke, Cale E ‐FS 
<cale.bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Subject: Draft scoping letter ‐ South Bend 
 
Good morning Karine,  
 
Attached are edits to the draft scoping letter.  There are a just a couple of places where we left comments for you to fill 
in some information, please.  And if you could also please work on a map to go along with the scoping letter.  We are 
looking to show only the portion of the pipeline from its entry point into USFS lands to the exit point of USFS lands, with 
major roads, townships and ranges labeled, and showing major points of reference, such as towns.  If you run into any 
problems with that, please just let us know and we can work on it in house as well.  As always, if you run into any 
questions please feel free to reach out.  Thank you, Debbie 
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Debbie Riely  
NEPA Planner 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands, McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8522  
f: 701-842-8544  
debbie.riely@usda.gov 

1905 Main Street South 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 

Caring for the land and serving people 

 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 
 

 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the 
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Bickerdyke, Sarah - FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 4:58 PM
To: Karine Finken; Bickerdyke, Cale E -FS; Grotte, Kim -FS
Cc: Riely, Debbie - FS; 'Jaimee Antognazzi'; 'Ken Dockweiler'; 'Tom Litman'; Kruse, Andrea - FS; 'Raina 

Hanley'; 'Wade Burns'
Subject: RE: South Bend Onsite Discussion

Hi there, 
 
Just want to follow up on this.  The BA is all set & signed off with the present route – sounds like there may be some 
route changes in the works.  Certainly wildlife resources may be affected differently, but this is something that can be 
discussed in more detail once we see the new proposed route. 
 
In regards to the BE, though, there really shouldn’t be any hold up on that for DASK language.  Because a BA was 
completed for federally listed species and critical habitats, your BE should only be covering RFSS and raptor species (see 
page 10 of the 2020 Biological Survey and Reporting Guidelines).  The two documents combined should provide 
adequate analyses and determinations to satisfy requirements both for FSM and ESA direction.  We can discuss further 
next week if you have additional questions. 
 
Best, 
 

 

Sarah Bickerdyke 
Wildlife Biologist 

Forest Service 
Dakota Prairie Grasslands, McKenzie 
Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8524 
sarah.bickerdyke@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us 

   

Caring for the land and serving people 

 

 

 

 
 

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 4:39 PM 
To: Bickerdyke, Cale E ‐FS <cale.bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Riely, Debbie ‐ FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov>; 'Jaimee 
Antognazzi' <jantognazzi@keitu.com>; 'Ken Dockweiler' <ken.dockweiler@truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' 
<Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; Kruse, Andrea ‐ FS <Andrea.Kruse@usda.gov>; 'Raina Hanley' <RHanley@bcarch.org>; 
'Wade Burns' <WBurns@bcarch.org> 
Subject: RE: South Bend Onsite Discussion 
 
Hi Cale, 
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I have the BE 99% done. Just was waiting to have the DASK language all agreed on before I submitted it. I can have it 
submitted pretty quickly here using the language from the BA that we finalized on the 20th. 
 
‐Karine  
 

From: Bickerdyke, Cale E ‐FS [mailto:cale.bickerdyke@usda.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2020 4:13 PM 
To: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Riely, Debbie ‐ FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov>; Jaimee Antognazzi 
<jantognazzi@keitu.com>; Ken Dockweiler <ken.dockweiler@truecos.com>; Tom Litman <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 
Kruse, Andrea ‐ FS <Andrea.Kruse@usda.gov>; Raina Hanley <RHanley@bcarch.org>; Wade Burns 
<WBurns@bcarch.org> 
Subject: RE: South Bend Onsite Discussion 
 
Kim and I got together this morning and I think we have a plan to straighten things out along with avoiding some hiccups 
in the future.  I think this can be covered with a TEAMS meeting or something similar.  What we will need is the areas 
that need to have reroutes on a map.  The map should include the following: 
 

 The area that has been surveyed for wildlife botany archy ext. 

 The cultural sites including required buffers 

 The skipper habitat  

 Any other resource concerns to avoid 

 Any infrastructure you are trying to avoid 

 Your proposed reroute with disturbance width. 

 Anyone else can jump in if something else will help us find the best route. 
 
We can then weigh the options for how to avoid and what resources have some give.  We may have to tighten a buffer, 
bore an area, adjust our skipper habitat acreage or get closer to existing infastructure. 
At this point if we still have concerns we can make a site visit.  What we want to avoid is moving the pipeline out of the 
area that has been surveyed and used in the approved BA.  We currently have the BA ready to be sent into the USFWS 
for consultation.  We decided to hold off on sending that until we are sure the route isn’t going to change and cause us 
to start our consultation over.  We also are still waiting for the BE but any additional botanical surveys can not be done 
until spring.  This is why we really want to keep these adjustments within the surveyed area. 
 
Let me know if this helps or makes sense for you folks.  Im really just trying to avoid  waiting for more survey work that 
could drag out this process. 
 
Cale 
 
 

 

Cale Bickerdyke  
Minerals and Lands Supervisor 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grassland, McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8502  
f: 701-842-8544  
cale.bickerdyke@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 

Caring for the land and serving people 

 



3

 
 

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 4:53 PM 
To: Bickerdyke, Cale E ‐FS <cale.bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Riely, Debbie ‐ FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov>; Jaimee Antognazzi 
<jantognazzi@keitu.com>; Ken Dockweiler <ken.dockweiler@truecos.com>; Tom Litman <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com> 
Subject: South Bend Onsite Discussion 
 
Hi USFS Team, 
 
We were hoping to move forward to the onsite review portion of this project, and review areas of avoidance 
near cultural resources. We’re looking to  submit the archaeology Class III report for concurrence to the ND 
State Historic Preservation office, which is also required for the ND Public Service Commission approval. This 
would help streamline the archaeology approval process. We’d include the archaeologist, civil surveyor, Keitu, 
and someone from Bridger to go over this with your archaeologist and staff. 
 
Please let me know if we get this scheduled. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
 

 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the 
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 11:13 AM
To: 'Grotte, Kim -FS'
Cc: 'Bickerdyke, Sarah - FS'
Subject: RE: BE

Sure thing. We will mail today. We are still waiting/working on getting two of those reroutes we discussed from our 
meeting “okayed” from the ND SHPO. As soon as we get that KLJ will have an updated line to reflect what we discussed 
at our meeting. 
 
‐Karine 
 

From: Grotte, Kim ‐FS [mailto:kim.grotte@usda.gov]  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2021 7:36 AM 
To: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov> 
Subject: BE 
 
Karine, 
 
Please send the BE to Jack Dahl on the Medora district for the Botany review, thanks. 
 
 
 
Kim Grotte 
Area Minerals Manager 

Forest Service 
McKenzie Ranger District 
Dakota Prairie Grassland,  

p: 701-842-8509   
f: 701-842-8544 
Kim.Grotte@usda.gov 

1905 S. Main St.  
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 
 

 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the 
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Riely, Debbie - FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov>
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 10:39 AM
To: Karine Finken
Subject: RE: [CAUTION: Suspicious Link]RE: EA Template ?

Good morning Karine,  
 
So somewhere in the document we should say something to the effect of, “all federal, state, and local laws and 
regulations will be met” and that the responsibility of Bridger to make sure all those are met.  I’m sure you can find a 
more eloquent way of wording that! 
 
Then, I would probably list some of those, however only ones that apply to Forest Service lands. So we  could list the PSC 
permit in supporting documentation and provide the document to us, then we will attach it to the EA with a link. And 
same with 404s‐only those on FS lands‐list them under supporting documentation and provide the document to us (we 
will attach to the EA with a link).  I know this is a bit confusing, so if we need to talk through it on the phone, please just 
let me know and I’ll call you.  Thank you! 
 

 

Debbie Riely  
NEPA Planner 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands, McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8522  
f: 701-842-8544  
debbie.riely@usda.gov 

1905 Main Street South 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 

Caring for the land and serving people 

 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 
 

From: Karine Finken [mailto:kfinken@keitu.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 8:09 PM 
To: Riely, Debbie ‐ FS <debbie.riely@usda.gov> 
Subject: [CAUTION: Suspicious Link]RE: EA Template ? 
 

PROCEED WITH CAUTION: This message triggered warnings of potentially malicious web content. 
Evaluate this email by considering whether you are expecting the message, along with inspection for suspicious 
links.  

Questions or Suspicious email submissions: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov 

Another question.  
 
Would the ND Public Service Commission Application be considered supporting documentation? It’s a rather large 
permit so I’d think it would be preferred to not include it but thought I’d check. See link below for permit application: 
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https://www.psc.nd.gov/database/docket_file_list.php?s_dept=PU&s_company_name=Bridger+Pipeline+LLC&s_year_c
ase=21&s_seq_num=48&s_doc=1 
 
Please advise. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
 
 
 

From: Karine Finken [mailto:kfinken@keitu.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2021 4:26 PM 
To: 'Riely, Debbie ‐ FS' <debbie.riely@usda.gov> 
Subject: EA Template ? 
 

Hi Debbie, 

 

On Pg. 7, Table 9 there is “Lands and special uses” 

 
Can you explain to me what that is referring to? I feel like everything I’m thinking of addressing fits in either 
Table 11. Range or Table 12. Recreation. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
 
 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email immediately.  
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kfinken@keitu.com

From: Bickerdyke, Sarah - FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 10:50 AM
To: Karine Finken; Grotte, Kim -FS
Cc: Graf, Lucas - FS; Ken Dockweiler; Tom Litman; Jaimee Antognazzi
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report

Those all sound correct.  Please also ensure the document doesn’t state that DASK survey protocols were completed and 
the DASK survey report is accurate.   
 
Thanks, 
 

 

 

Sarah Bickerdyke 
Wildlife Biologist 

Forest Service 
Dakota Prairie Grasslands, McKenzie 
Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8524 
c: 701-202-9897 
sarah.bickerdyke@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us 

   

Caring for the land and serving people 

 

 

 

 
 

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 8, 2021 5:02 PM 
To: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Cc: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; Ken Dockweiler <ken.dockweiler@truecos.com>; Tom Litman 
<Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
 
Hi Sarah, 
 
Now that Bridger has been able to confirm they can make it work to bore under suitable habitat. What else is needed to
update  the  latest  version  of  the  BA?  I  imagine we will  need mainly  update  in  the  Section  6.1.4.a  Dakota  Skipper 
Conservation Measures, language that will Bridger will bore under suitable habitat and update appendices and to include
emergency response plan in case of inadvertent release and flight timing stipulations for whole route as Lucas described
below. Anything else I’m missing? Does this seem like the right steps to update this document to move forward? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 
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(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, April 08, 2021 1:29 PM 
To: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>; 'Ken Dockweiler' 
<Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Jaimee Antognazzi' <jantognazzi@keitu.com>; Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS 
<Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; 'Tom Litman' <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net>; 'Tyler 
Reece' <Tyler.Reece@Truecos.com> 
Subject: Re: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
 
Hi Karine and Ken, 
 
I visited with Kim and Sarah to discuss and what you laid out will work. Please proceed accordingly.  
 
I apologize for not replying sooner.  
 
Thanks for the follow up.  
 
Best, 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 8:27:49 AM 
To: Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>; 'Ken Dockweiler' <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; Graf, Lucas ‐ FS 
<Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; 'Jaimee Antognazzi' <jantognazzi@keitu.com>; Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS 
<Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; 'Tom Litman' <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net>; 'Tyler 
Reece' <Tyler.Reece@Truecos.com> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report  
  
Good morning, 
  
I’m sure you’ve all been busy with the dry conditions and wildfire threats in that area. Just wanted to touch base to see 
if Ken’s proposal below something that Bridger is able to incorporate into plan or is there more information needed 
from them? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 
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(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
  
  
  

From: Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 2:32 PM 
To: Ken Dockweiler <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; Jaimee Antognazzi 
<jantognazzi@keitu.com>; 'Karine Finken' <kfinken@keitu.com>; Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; 
Tom Litman <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net>; Tyler Reece <Tyler.Reece@Truecos.com> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Hello all, 
  
Just FYI, this one  is sitting right in the very SW corner of the NWSW Section 4, T147N, R101W. This is very close to the 
road and is very close to Section 5 private land, more so just south of the point lat long you sent. This may aid in 
resource avoidance, planning, access and work space concerns and needs. 
  
Kim 
  
  
  

From: Ken Dockweiler <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>  
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:51 AM 
To: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS 
<kim.grotte@usda.gov>; 'Karine Finken' <kfinken@keitu.com>; Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; 
Tom Litman <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net>; Tyler Reece <Tyler.Reece@Truecos.com> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Lucas, as per our phone conversation this morning we intend on going the direction of avoidance, option 2 below, 
largely using boring techniques. All locations look to have suitable access built‐in to the studied corridor and with 
existing roads that the corridor crosses with one exception. That exception includes DASK habitat on either side that will 
not allow use of the corridor to access. However, it is near a road, and our existing pipeline ROW lies adjacent to the 
road and then enters the studied corridor. With your concurrence we believe we can access our existing ROW from the 
road and traverse that ROW to enter the studied corridor as shown in dotted yellow in the screen shot below. For 
clarity, the location where our existing line (green line) is closest to the road in the image below is at 47.578066, ‐
103.565263 and the distance between the edge of the road and our existing pipeline is approximately 50’.   
  
All other locations should be able to be avoided and all excavation and lay down for the required bores can be 
accomplished within the studied corridor while avoiding all other avoidance areas.  
  
If a follow‐up call to discuss what other data is needed in order for your team to move ahead I would ask that we plan to 
have that at the next opportunity, if not please advise what documentation you need in addition to this e‐mail to move 
this project forward on your end.  
  
Thanks again for your time and attention to this project, 
Ken 
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From: Graf, Lucas - FS [mailto:Lucas.Graf@usda.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 9:35 AM 
To: Ken Dockweiler; Jaimee Antognazzi; Grotte, Kim -FS; 'Karine Finken'; Bickerdyke, Sarah - FS; Tom Litman; 'jim reiser' 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  

CAUTION: This email has originated from outside of the True companies. Please be cautious with Links and 
Attachments. 

Hi Ken, 
  
Replying to your email below in red. Please let me know if I missed any points or can provide further clarification. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Best, 
  
Lucas, thanks for the follow‐up, and wow thanks for burning the midnight oil and keeping all the things moving that you 
have on your plate. Just to be clear, you did have a chance to review the updated report sent yesterday and your e‐mail 
last night reflected your review of that report, correct? If not, would you anticipate that a review of that report could 
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change your thoughts on the options, or will they likely be what they are? I did not have a chance to review the report 
but unless the survey protocol has been newly satisfied then the two options remain. We will review the report soon. 
  
Assuming you made the review or that it wouldn’t make a difference, we believe option 2 will be our choice, but we are 
currently evaluated what that looks like. To that end I wanted to clarify a couple of items and make sure we are on the 
same page.   
  

1. By the word “Avoidance” and with your later mention of bores in that discussion we understand that you 
include the potential of boring under the habitat as acceptable mitigation. Is that correct? Correct. We 
understand that we would have to consider impact to other resources when looking at our ability to bore 
habitat.  

2. In using the term “Suitable Habitat” we understand that to mean habitat identified as “suitable” during the 
survey performed by Mr. Reiser last year. Can you confirm that is consistent with your intention? Suitable 
habitat would include the habitat identified by Keitu’s original survey in addition to any other habitat identified 
as suitable either based on vegetative characteristics or Mr. Reiser’s field observations as previously submitted. 

3. Finally, as to the timing stipulations, and the application of those throughout the “entire” project. Please clarify, 
does that mean within 1 KM of “suitable habitat”, ALL of the USFS managed surfaces or does that include even 
the private surface areas? All USFS managed surfaces. Not sure that it matters, by my math I am pretty sure with 
the comment periods left to navigate and the remaining arch site to be evaluated, even with your collective 
attention and expediency, we won’t be getting green‐lighted in time to gear up and get to work during the 
timing stips anyway, just want to make sure we are all on the same page.  

  
Thanks for you and your teams diligence working through this with us. I look forward to your clarifications.  
  
Ken  
  

From: Graf, Lucas - FS [mailto:Lucas.Graf@usda.gov]  
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 6:56 PM 
To: Jaimee Antognazzi; Grotte, Kim -FS; 'Karine Finken'; Bickerdyke, Sarah - FS; Ken Dockweiler; Tom Litman; 'jim reiser' 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  

CAUTION: This email has originated from outside of the True companies. Please be cautious with Links and 
Attachments. 

Good evening all, 
  
Following up on last week’s discussion, two options remain to satisfy our wildlife concerns associated with the project. 
  

1. Complete additional Dakota skipper surveys to meet the 2018 USFWS survey protocols. Completed data would 
be utilized to apply appropriate avoidance/mitigation measures to habitat with a confirmed positive sighting or 
surrounding habitat areas, including outlined emergency response plans for any inadvertent releases from 
bores, timing limitations during the flight period, and avoidance of occupied habitat areas, at USFS 
discretion.  Please note that this is not an exhaustive list of measures due to the current lack of data. 
  

2. Do not complete additional Dakota skipper surveys to meet the 2018 USFWS survey protocols. Utilizing survey 
data currently available, we would apply broad mitigation measures. These measures would include: avoidance 
of all identified suitable habitat throughout the project route, outlined emergency response plans for any 
inadvertent releases from bores, and timing limitations applied throughout the entire project route from June 
10‐July 25 (DASK flight period). 
  

A friendly reminder that amending the proposed route, boring, or other changes may create a need to revisit other 
resource areas such as archeology, botany, hydrology, etc. 
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Please let us know how you would like to proceed so that we can work to finalize our documentation and initiate 
consultation with USFWS accordingly. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Best, 
  

 

Lucas Graf 
District Ranger 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands 
McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8507 
c: 701-260-4082 
Lucas.Graf@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 
Caring for the land and serving people 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 

 

  
  

From: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS  
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2021 4:46 PM 
To: Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>; 'Karine Finken' 
<kfinken@keitu.com>; 'Ken Dockweiler' <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 
'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Jaimee, 
  
Something has come up for me on Monday morning‐ is it possible we push back by 15 minutes to 10AM CT? I apologize 
to all for the inconvenience. 
  
Thanks and hope you have a good weekend. 
  
Best, 
  

 

Lucas Graf 
District Ranger 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands 
McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8507 
c: 701-260-4082 
Lucas.Graf@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  
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Caring for the land and serving people 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 

 

  
  

From: Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>  
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 10:16 AM 
To: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>; 'Karine Finken' 
<kfinken@keitu.com>; 'Ken Dockweiler' <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 
'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Hi All‐ 
  
Yes that will be fine for Keitu. I will set it up and send out the information today or tomorrow. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Jaimee Antognazzi 
Keitu Engineers & Consultants, Inc. 
PO Box 98 
Mandan, ND 58554‐0098 
701‐667‐1808 Ext. 105 
  

From: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS [mailto:Lucas.Graf@usda.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:52 AM 
To: Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>; Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>; 'Ken Dockweiler' 
<Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; jantognazzi@keitu.com 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Good morning everyone, 
  
Would Monday at 945AM CT work? Kim, Sarah and I will join from our side.  
  
Thanks. 
  
Best, 
  

 

Lucas Graf 
District Ranger 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands 
McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8507 
c: 701-260-4082 
Lucas.Graf@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  
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Caring for the land and serving people 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 

 

  
  

From: Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 4:13 PM 
To: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>; Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; 'Ken Dockweiler' 
<Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; jantognazzi@keitu.com 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Hello all, 
  
It may be useful as for all wildlife resource related project folks to be on a call, as to clear up any questions that may be 
out there to make sure DASK issues are dealt with referenced properly as need be. Any avoidance measures can also be 
discussed in depth as to not create additional resource issues if route alterations are needed and such. I don’t think it 
would hurt the process for this call to happen as to be able to move forward? 
  
Kim 
  

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 3:48 PM 
To: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; 'Ken Dockweiler' <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' 
<Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Grotte, Kim ‐FS 
<kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
I was just thinking of setting up a call including Jim Reiser, maybe just include Sara in respect of your time so Jim can get 
feedback on his report. Jim is the author of the report so if it’s not adequately covering items he can get clarification or 
is there way we can show “surveyed area” on maps? 
  
Jim Reiser has worked on DASK surveys before for pipelines in ND in years past working with other surveyors, he can 
speak for himself but this may be his first report to the USFS so we’re all a little new to the complete process. 
  
I’d like to see if we can find a solution moving forward with some input from Jim. I would like to have a call so Jim can 
provide an explanation and any helpful information to substantiate that the survey protocol was followed. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
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From: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 3:24 PM 
To: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>; 'Ken Dockweiler' <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' 
<Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Grotte, Kim ‐FS 
<kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Hi Karine, 
  
I don’t have any questions for Jim Reiser from my end. If you have outstanding questions about what is still needed, the 
survey protocol, or something otherwise then we’d be happy to set up a call. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Best, 
  

 

Lucas Graf 
District Ranger 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands 
McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8507 
c: 701-260-4082 
Lucas.Graf@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 
Caring for the land and serving people 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 

 

  
  

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 3:18 PM 
To: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>; 'Ken Dockweiler' <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; 'Tom Litman' 
<Tom.Litman@Truecos.com>; 'jim reiser' <jimreiser@cox.net> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Grotte, Kim ‐FS 
<kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Hi Luke, 
  
Would scheduling a conference call with Jim Reiser to hopefully get some clarification maybe help?  
If there is a time early next week that everyone is available I can set something up just let me know. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 
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(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
  
  
  

From: Graf, Lucas ‐ FS <Lucas.Graf@usda.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 2:59 PM 
To: kfinken@keitu.com; Ken Dockweiler (Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com) <Ken.Dockweiler@Truecos.com>; Tom Litman 
(Tom.Litman@Truecos.com) <Tom.Litman@Truecos.com> 
Cc: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov>; jantognazzi@keitu.com; Grotte, Kim ‐FS 
<kim.grotte@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
  
Hi Karine, 
  
Sarah and I have talked about this BA several times over the last few months and I have some concerns about its 
contents. Specifically, I am looking for an explanation and corresponding data to substantiate that the survey protocol 
was indeed followed. If you can provide that then we can move forward accordingly. I understand that there may have 
been some issue with your GPS units, which is unfortunate. If you are unable to meet the survey protocol, you can either 
conduct additional surveys to meet the protocol or you may opt not to conduct additional surveys in which case we 
would place timing limitations for the duration of the flight period and require you to avoid all habitat.  
  
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Best, 
  

 

Lucas Graf 
District Ranger 

Forest Service  
Dakota Prairie Grasslands 
McKenzie Ranger District 

p: 701-842-8507 
c: 701-260-4082 
Lucas.Graf@usda.gov 

1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
www.fs.fed.us  

 
Caring for the land and serving people 

EXEMPT FROM RELEASE UNDER FOIA:  EXEMPTION #5…DELIBERATIVE PROCESS 

 

From: Karine Finken <kfinken@keitu.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 1:35 PM 
To: Bickerdyke, Sarah ‐ FS <Sarah.Bickerdyke@usda.gov> 
Cc: Grotte, Kim ‐FS <kim.grotte@usda.gov>; Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com> 
Subject: RE: Updated S Bend DASK Report 
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Hi Sarah, 
  

I understand your office is probably super busy. 
  
The report does say Under Scope of Work, “Survey efforts followed the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s “2018 Dakota 
Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) North Dakota Survey Protocol” and Survey Methodology, “The 2018 DASK Survey 
Protocol for North Dakota was referenced during our 2020 survey to determine if DASK was present along 27 miles 
of proposed pipeline that would pass through USFS land.” 
  
Would both of those sentences be more appropriate to say followed and fulfilled? 
  
I understand we can’t go back and fix everything on GIS so that is something that can’t be changed to show the hard 
data on the maps. 
  
Let me know if this is something that I can talk to Jim on. 
  
I will be out of the office tomorrow and Friday but Jaimee will be available if there’s any more questions/feedback. 
  
Karine Finken 
Project Manager 

 
(701) 667-1800  www.keitu.com  
  
 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email immediately.  
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File Code:    2670  Date:  June 25, 2021 
  

Subject: Botany Biological Evaluation Concurrence For Bridger Pipeline LLC South Bend 
Pipeline  

  
To: Lucas Graf, McKenzie District Ranger 

 
 
Introduction 
Bridger Pipeline, LLC (Bridger) is proposing to install a crude oil transmission pipeline (Project) in 
McKenzie County, North Dakota. The pipeline would be 145 miles total in length with 80 miles in North 
Dakota and 66 miles in Montana. The proposed pipeline would traverse 19 miles across National Forest 
System lands on the McKenzie Ranger District of the Little Missouri National Grasslands (LMNG). The 
proposed route will utilizes an existing utility corridor to the greatest extent possible, reusing previously 
disturbed Right-of-Ways (ROW). The route of the proposed Project was primarily chosen to parallel 
Bridger’s existing operating pipelines and infrastructure which parallels over 80% of the proposed Project 
route. 
 
I have reviewed the Biological Evaluation (BE) from June 2021, by Keitu, for Bridger. Botany guidelines set 
forth in Forest Service Manual 2672.42 and 2672.43 have been met by Keitu’s BE and this memo. These 
guidelines provide a process and standard to ensure that Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive (TES) plant 
species receive consideration during the decision-making process. 
 
A botanical field surveys were conducted by Keitu on the following dates: July 8 through 10, July 24, August 
16, September 19 and September 30 of 2019 and May 26 and 27, and June 2 through 4 of 2020. Keitu used a 
300-foot-wide corridor centered along the pipeline centerline for their botanical survey. The survey was to 
describe the existing plant community and potential plant community; search and identify any of the 13 
sensitive species on the LMNG along with their habitat; determine the extent of invasive species within the 
proposed project area; and search for any of the 24 watch plant species on the LMNG. 
 
Summary of Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Plant Species 
There are no federally listed Threatened, Endangered, or Proposed plant species or designated critical habitat 
on the LMNG at this time. 
 
Keitu’s BE indicated potential habitat for 9 of the 13 R1 LMNG Forest Service sensitive species: alkali 
sacaton (Sporobolus airoides), Torrey’s cryptantha (Cryptantha torreyana), Dakota buckwheat (Eriogonum 
visheri), sand lily (Leucocrinum montanum), alyssum-leaved phlox (Phlox alyssifolia), nodding buckwheat 
(Eriogonum cernuum), lance-leaf cottonwood (Populus x acuminata), Easter daisy (Townsendia exscapa), 
and Hooker’s Townsendia (Townsendia hookeri). I concur with Keitu’s assessment and determination call of 
may impact individuals or habitat but will not likely contribute to a trend toward federal listing or cause a 
loss of viability to the population or species, for these 9 species. I also concur with Keitu’s assessment and 
determination call of no impact on the remaining 9 sensitive species (Table 4.2 and Section 4.0 of Keitu’s 
BE). 
 
Table 1. Summary of Determinations for LMNG Forest Service-designated Sensitive Plant Species. 

Sensitive Species No Impact May 
Impact1 

Will 
Impact2 

Beneficial 
Impact 

Slimleaf goosefoot (Chenopodium subglabrum) X    
Blue lips (Collinsia parviflora) X    
Torrey’s cryptantha (Cryptantha torreyana)  X   
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Nodding buckwheat (Eriogonum cernuum)  X   
Dakota buckwheat (Eriogonum visheri)  X   
Sand lily (Leucocrinum montanum)  X   
Dwarf mentzelia (Mentzelia pumila) X    
Alyssum-leaved phlox (Phlox alyssifolia)  X   
Limber pine (Pinus flexillis) X    
Lance-leaf cottonwood (Populus x acuminata)  X   
Alkali sacaton (Sporobolus airoides)  X   
Easter daisy (Townsendia exscapa)  X   
Hooker’s townsendia (Townsendia hookeri)  X   

1May impact individuals or habitat but will not likely contribute to a trend toward federal listing or cause a loss of viability to the 
population or species. 
2Will impact individuals or habitat with a consequence that the action may contribute to a trend toward federal listing or cause a loss of 
viability to the population or species. 
 
Project Effects on Forest Service-designated Sensitive Plant Species 
The proposed project may impact individuals (undiscovered) or suitable habitat for nine R1 LMNG Forest 
Service sensitive species. This project will not likely contribute to a trend toward federal listing or cause a 
loss of viability to the populations of Forest Service sensitive species. 
 

o Mitigation Measures 
• Minimize soil and vegetation disturbance during construction to the extent possible. 

 
Invasive and Noxious Weeds 
A total of sixteen noxious/non‐native invasive species were identified during the field surveys for the 
proposed project. The state noxious weeds that were encountered during the field surveys included Canada 
thistle (Cirsium arvense) and absinthium wormwood (Artemisia absinthium) while county listed noxious 
weeds included common burdock (Arctium minus), and black henbane (Hyoscyamus niger). Invasive species 
included Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis), Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia),  yellow sweet clover 
(Melilotus officinalis), alfalfa (Medicago sativa), black medick (Medicago lupulina), common dandelion 
(Taraxacum officinale), field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), intermediate wheatgrass (Thinopyrum 
intermedium), kochia (Bassia scoparia), crested wheatgrass (Agropyron cristatum),  downy brome (Bromus 
tectorum) and smooth bromegrass (Bromus inermis). The location of the state and county noxious weed 
species are displayed in Appendix A. Project Route Maps. 
 
There is the potential of spreading invasive plants that are prevalent along the road margins of the existing 
roads and invasive species that already exist within native plant communities. These effects would continue 
whether or not this project would be implemented. Direct and indirect impact of the proposed project is the 
likelihood of the existing invasive and noxious species being introduced into native plant communities that 
aren’t invaded and potential for these species to be transferred to other areas of LMNG and surround 
counties. However, mitigation measures can reduce the potential spread of invasive and noxious weeds. 
 

o Mitigation measure to minimize the spread of invasive and noxious weeds 
• Clean vehicles and equipment used for construction prior to entering the LMNG to remove 

all seeds and plant propagules (seeds and vegetative parts that may sprout) in order to 
prevent the potential spread of noxious and invasive plant species. 

• Any North Dakota state-listed or McKenzie County-listed noxious weeds need to be 
controlled, if found on reclamation sites and in compliance of the 2007 DPG Weed EIS. 

  
Cumulative Effects 
Within the Study Area there is 13 active oil wells. Cattle grazing is the most common agriculture practice in 
the region. There is 32.21 miles of USFS road in the Study Area, 7.19 miles of the total is considered are 
considered two-track roads. General uses include, livestock  grazing, hunting, recreation, transportation and 
oil and gas development. 
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The project would result in temporary impacts to vegetation communities within temporary construction 
areas.  Disturbance of vegetation in areas of noxious weed infestations may result in redistribution of 
invasive species to the project area. Thus, areas not currently dominated by such species would have a 
potential to become infested. The spread of noxious weeds can have an effect on multiple aspects of 
vegetation resources ranging from the suitability of sensitive plant habitat and maintenance of native 
biodiversity to forage production for livestock grazing. 
 
Between 2003 and 2020, there have been over 24 documented occurrences of adverse effects to existing 
sensitive plant populations on the LMNG. The vast majority of these occurrences involved oil and gas 
developments, and direct disturbances to Missouri foxtail cactus (Escobaria missouriensis), Townsendia 
species, and Dakota buckwheat, the four most abundant of the sensitive species on the LMNG. In most cases, 
the degree of adverse effects was decreased through avoidance or slight adjustments of the proposed 
developments. As a result, adverse effects were only to  a portion  of  the  sensitive  plant  population,  rather  
than  the  entire population.  These  cumulative  effects have not contributed to a loss of viability for any of 
the four species, and the Missouri Foxtail cactus has been removed from the list of sensitive species, in May 
of 2019. 
 
Other Mitigation 
The following are other mitigations for the construction and reclamation of this project: 

• Keep disturbance to a minimum to reduce the impacts to the native vegetation and spreading of 
invasive species. 

• Scenario #13 is recommended for any reclamation. 
• Any discovery of sensitive or watch plants within the proposed project area shall be immediately 

reported to the Mckenzie Ranger District office.  Sensitive plant populations discovered after project 
approval should be protected; therefore, last minute alterations of the project design or access route 
may be requested in order to avoid negative impacts to such populations. 

 
 
/s/ Jack D. Dahl 
 
Jack D. Dahl 
Botanist 
Medora Ranger District 
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File Code: 2670       Date: August 5, 2021 

 

Subject: Bridger South Bend Pipeline Biological Evaluation of Sensitive Species 

To: District Ranger, 

Bridger Pipeline LLC is proposing to install a crude oil transmission pipeline in McKenzie 

County, North Dakota.  The pipeline would be 145 miles total in length with 80 miles in North 

Dakota and 66 miles in Montana.  The proposed pipeline would traverse across 19 miles of 

United States Forest Service property land located within the McKenzie Ranger District of the 

Little Missouri National Grasslands.  The proposed route utilizes an existing utility corridor to 

the greatest extent possible, reusing previously disturbed Right-of-Ways.  The route of the 

proposed project was primarily chosen to parallel Bridger’s existing operating pipelines and 

infrastructure which parallels over 80% of the proposed project route.   

The project originates at Eighty Eight Oil Company’s Johnsons Corner terminal located near 

Johnson’s Corner, North Dakota and runs 142 miles southwest to Bridger’s Sandstone station 

west of Baker, Montana.  The pipeline would interconnect with Bridger’s existing North Dakota 

facilities at Wilson station, Bicentennial station and their respective crude oil transmission 

network.  The proposed Project will result in a new crude oil transmission pipeline and would 

encompass approximately 754 acres, of which, about 115 acres are National Forest System Land.   

Keitu’s Biological Evaluation (2021) speaks to a timing limitation on construction from April 1 

through June 15 within 1 mile (line-of-sight) of the female home range.  This timing limitation 

has been updated to read: “there will be no construction from April 1 through July 15 within 1 

mile (line-of-sight) of LRMP MA 3.51 and 3.51a or within 1 mile (line-of-sight) of North 

Dakota Game and Fish designated critical lambing habitats”.  This update aligns the timing 

limitation more consistently with recommendations from NDGF that the USFS has been utilizing 

for multiple years. 

I have reviewed Keitu’s Biological Evaluation (2021) and found it sufficient to evaluate this 

project paired with the additional corrections provided in this letter.  Also used to assess this 

proposal was Dakota Prairie Grasslands Management Plan and applicable district records.  The 

guidelines set forth by FSM 2672.41, 2672.42, and 2672.43 have been met by the biological 

assessment and this report.  This direction provides a process and standard by which to ensure 

that threatened, endangered, and sensitive species receive consideration in the decision-making 

process. 
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Table 1. Determinations for Forest Service Designated Sensitive Species & DPG LRMP Special 

Interest Species. 

 

Design Features  

1. No construction will be allowed from March 1 to June 15 within 1 mile (line-of-sight) of 

active Sharp-tailed Grouse leks.   

2. If project activities are scheduled to occur during February 1 to July 31, a raptor nest 

survey, with a focus on known Golden eagle and ferruginous hawk nests will be 

completed prior to construction to confirm that the nest is not active.  If any nests are 

determined to be active, no activity will occur within ½ mile of the active nest(s) between 

February 1 to July 31.   

3. There will be no construction from April 1 through July 15 within 1 mile (line-of-sight) 

of LRMP MA 3.51 and 3.51a or within 1 mile (line-of-sight) of North Dakota Game and 

Fish designated critical lambing habitats. 

 

BE reviewed by:  

 

Sarah Bickerdyke  

Wildlife Biologist 

McKenzie Ranger District 

Little Missouri National Grassland 

Species Common Name No Impact May Impact Will Impact  Beneficial Impact 

Region 1 Sensitive Species Occurring on LMNG 
Bald Eagle X    

Sprague's Pipit  X   
Baird's Sparrow  X   

Burrowing Owl  X   

Loggerhead Shrike  X   

Long-Billed Curlew  X   

Bighorn Sheep X    

Black-tailed Prairie Dog  X   

Ottoe Skipper  X   

Regal Fritillary  X   
Tawny Crescent  X   

Northern Red-bellied Dace X    

Interior Least Tern  X   

DPG LRMP Special Interest Species 
Golden Eagle  X     

Ferruginous Hawk  X   

Merlin  X   

Sharp-tailed Grouse (MIS)  X   

Prairie Falcon  X   

American Peregrine Falcon  X   
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References and Citations  
USDA Forest Service. 2001. Land and Resource Management Plan for the Dakota Prairie 

Grasslands (DPG LRMP). United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern 

Region, Missoula, MT.  

 

Keitu Engineers and Consultants. 2021. Biological Evaluation South Bend Pipeline, Bridger 

Pipeline, LLC. August 2021. Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Mandan, ND.  

 



 

June 22, 2021 
 
 
Ms. Andrea Kruse 
Little Missouri National Grasslands 
McKenzie Ranger District 
1905 S Main St 
Watford City, ND 58854 
 
 
 
ND SHPO Ref.: 21-5470 “Evaluative Testing for Sites 32MZ59, 32MZ141, and 32MZ499 Letter 
Report” in portions of [T145N R104W Section 24] & [T146N R102W Section 4] 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Kruse, 
 
We reviewed ND SHPO Ref.: 21-5470 “Evaluative Testing for Sites 32MZ59, 32MZ141, and 
32MZ499 Letter Report” in portions of [T145N R104W Section 24] & [T146N R102W Section 4] 
and we concur with a determination of “No Historic Properties Affected” for this project 
provided it takes place in the location and in the manner described in the documentation and 
provided all borrow comes from an approved source. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this project.  Please include the ND SHPO Reference 
number listed above in further correspondence for this specific project.  If you have any 
questions please contact Lisa Steckler, Historic Preservation Specialist at (701) 328-3577 or 
lsteckler@nd.gov 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

for William D. Peterson, PhD 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
(North Dakota)  
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  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper     

File Code: 2670       Date: May 18, 2021 

Subject: Bridger South Bend Pipeline Biological Assessment of Threatened and Endangered 

Species 

To: District Ranger, 

Bridger Pipeline LLC is proposing to install a crude oil transmission pipeline in McKenzie 

County, North Dakota.  The pipeline would be 145 miles total in length with 80 miles in North 

Dakota and 66 miles in Montana.  The proposed pipeline would traverse across 19 miles of 

United States Forest Service property land located within the McKenzie Rnager District of the 

Little Missouri National Grasslands.  The proposed route utilizes an existing utility corridor to 

the greatest extent possible, reusing previously disturbed Right-of-Ways.  The route of the 

proposed project was primarily chosen to parallel Bridger’s existing operating pipelines and 

infrastructure which parallels over 80% of the proposed project route.   

The project originates at Eighty Eight Oil Company’s Johnsons Corner terminal located near 

Johnsons’s Corner, North Dakota and runs 142 miles southwest ot Bridger’s Sandstone station 

west of Baker, Montana.  The pipeline would interconnect with Bridger’s existing North Dakota 

facilities at Wilson station, Bicentennial station and their respective crude oil transmission 

network.  The proposed Project will result in a new crude oil transmission pipeline and would 

encompass approximately 754 acres, of which, about 115 acres are National Forest System Land.   

I have reviewed Keitu’s Biological Assessment and found it sufficient to evaluate this project.  

Also used to assess this proposal was Dakota Prairie Grasslands Management Plan and 

applicable district records.  The guidelines set forth by FSM 2672.41, 2672.42, and 2672.43 have 

been met by the biological assessment and this report.  This direction provides a process and 

standard by which to ensure that threatened, endangered, and sensitive species receive 

consideration in the decision making process. 

Threatened and Endangered Species 

See Table 1 for a summary of effects determinations for endangered and threatened species as 

well as designated critical habitats. 

Table 1. Effects determinations for endangered and threatened species and designated critical habitat. 

Species Common Name No Effect 

May Affect, 
Not Likely 

to 
Adversely 

Affect 

May Affect, 
Likely  to 
Adversely 

Affect 

Beneficial 
Effect 

Endangered Species 

Whooping Crane X    

Pallid Sturgeon X    

Interior Least Tern  X   
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Species Common Name No Effect 

May Affect, 
Not Likely 

to 
Adversely 

Affect 

May Affect, 
Likely  to 
Adversely 

Affect 

Beneficial 
Effect 

Threatened Species 

Dakota Skipper  X   

Northern Long-Eared Bat  X   

Piping Plover  X   

Rufa Red Knot  X   

Designated Critical Habitat 

Dakota Skipper Designated Critical Habitat X    

Piping Plover Designated Critical Habitat X    

Design Features applicable to ESA-listed Species 

1. If a whooping crane is sighted within one mile of the Project area while it is under 

construction, work shall cease within one mile of that part of the Project or within line-of-

sight of the crane(s). The USFWS and USFS would be contacted immediately. In 

coordination with the USFWS, work may resume after the bird(s) leave the area.  

2. All equipment maintenance, repairs, and refueling will be performed in upland locations 

at least 100-feet from all water bodies and wetlands.  All equipment will be parked 

overnight at least 100-feet from a watercourse or wetland.  Equipment will not be washed 

with water draining into wetlands or streams.  Spills of fuel and other hazardous materials 

will be cleaned-up immediately and will be disposed of in accordance with applicable 

laws and regulations.  Each construction and cleanup crew will have on site sufficient 

tools and materials to stop leaks including supplies of absorbent and barrier materials that 

would allow for rapid containment and recovery of spilled materials.   

3. No trees 3 DBH or greater will be removed from April 1 through September 30. 

4. Bridger will provide replacement trees on a two-to-one basis in an alternate location in 

the same region. 

5. No construction will be allowed between June 10 and July 25 during the flight period of 

adult Dakota skipper. Construction is defined as any ground disturbing activities 

associated with the building of the pipeline, access roads or any other feature needed for 

the pipeline.  

6. All identified Dakota skipper habitat will be temporarily fenced and flagged to avoid 

impacts to suitable habitat from construction. 

7. Airborne dust would be reduced during Project construction on all construction locations, 

including any additional haul roads and access roads whenever needed and/or as 

determined by the USFS.  

8. A qualified monitor will remain on-site during the life of construction to ensure 

compliant with all design features. 

9. During reclamation activities, USFS-approved revegetation seed mixes would be used.  
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BA Reviewed by:  
 

Sarah Bickerdyke 

Supervisory Wildlife Biologist 

McKenzie Ranger District 

Little Missouri National Grassland 

 

References and Citations  
USDA Forest Service. 2001. Land and Resource Management Plan for the Dakota Prairie 

Grasslands. United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern Region, 

Missoula, MT.  

Keitu. 2021. Biological Assessment South Bend Pipeline. April 2021. Keitu Engineers & 

Consultants, Mandan, ND.  

 



In Reply Refer To:  
06E15000-2021-I-0677              August 5, 2021 
USFS Bridger South Bend Pipeline 
 
Mr. Lucus Graf 
District Ranger 
USFS McKenzie District 
1905 South Main Street 
Watford City, ND 58854 
 
Dear Mr. Graf:   
   
We respectively submit this letter in response to your May 18, 2021 letter requesting written 
concurrence of the USFS determination of effects regarding federally listed species in the 
Biological Assessment (BA) submitted by your office and Keitu Engineering for the Bridger 
South Bend crude oil pipeline.  The proposed pipeline project is for a 145-mile pipeline starting 
near Johnson’s Corner in McKenzie County, North Dakota and terminating west of Baker 
Montana in Fallon County.  Approximately 19 miles of the pipeline are on Forest Service 
managed lands with the remainder on private, state and other lands. The biological assessment 
and concurrence is for that portion of the pipeline on Forest Service property.   
 
 In accordance with Section 7 consultation under the Act, USFS has requested Service 
concurrence with the Forest Service determinations the Project "may affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect" to the threatened Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae), Northern Long-Eared Bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis), piping plover, (Charadrius melodus), and Rufa Red Knot (Calidris 
cantutus rufa).  Bridger committed to undertake certain conservation measures for these species 
during construction of the project.  
 
The Service recommends no construction activities take place along the pipeline ROW during 
the Dakota skipper flight period of June 10-July 25.  As noted in the Biological Assessment 
Bridger has agreed to directionally drill all suitable DASK habitats identified and depicted on the 
maps associated with the biological assessment.  The Service further recommends that suitable 
DASK habitats are delineated and marked on the ground and all DASK habitats will be avoided 
by vehicles, construction equipment or other habitat altering equipment traveling along the 
ROW.  A construction monitor shall be onsite during the construction process to ensure no 
suitable DASK habitat is altered.  Migrating dust shall be controlled via freshwater during all 

United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 

3425 Miriam Avenue  
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

(701) 250-4481, ndfieldoffice@fws.gov 
 



 2 
phases of pipeline construction to avoid inundating any skipper habitat. Lastly, the Service 
recommends no pesticides or insecticides are sprayed or utilized within suitable DASK habitat 
areas.   
 
The Northern Long Eared Bat is covered under the Service’s January 5, 2016 Programmatic 
Biological Opinion.  However, the Service recommends all trees larger than 3 dbh be removed 
between November 1 and March 31 
 
We concur with your conclusion that the described project may affect, but not likely to adversely 
affect the listed species involved in this project and believe the effects to Dakota skipper, 
Northern Long-eared Bat, piping plover and Rufa Red Knot are discountable or insignificant 
based on the conservation measures in the BA.  If changes are made in the project plans or 
operating criteria, or if additional information becomes available, we must be informed so that 
the above determination can be reconsidered. 
 
USFS has also determined that there will be “no effect” determinations for the endangered 
whooping crane (Grus americana), pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) and no adverse 
modification to designated Dakota skipper or piping plover critical habitat.  There is no 
requirement under the implementing regulations of the Act (50 CFR Part 402) for action 
agencies to receive Service concurrence with “no effect” determinations, therefore the 
responsibility for “no effect” determinations remain with USFS.  Accordingly, we recommend 
USFS retain the documentation for these listed resources in your decisional record for this 
federal action.   
 
Pursuant to the implementing regulations of the Act (50 CFR 402.13), this letter concludes 
informal consultation.  This consultation should be re-initiated if: (1) new information reveals 
effects of the action that may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not 
considered in this consultation; (2) the action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an 
effect to the listed species or critical habitat that was not considered in this consultation; or (3) a 
new species is listed or critical habitat is designated that may be affected by this action.   
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and your efforts to ensure the conservation 
of listed species and their habitat.  If you have any questions on these comments, please contact 
Tim Zachmeier (Timothy_Zachmeier@fws.gov) of my staff at (701) 355-8504 or myself at (701) 
355-8512.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
                Drew Becker 
 North Dakota Field Office Supervisor 
 

cc:  Greg Link, North Dakota Game and Fish 

mailto:Timothy_Zachmeier@fws.gov






Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.20 
McKenzie County Weed Board 



September 30, 2019 

Amber Higgens 
Weed Board 
512 14th St SW 
PO Box 930 
Watford City, ND 58854 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





From: Zachary Peterson
To: "Karine R Finken"; "Jaimee Antognazzi"
Subject: FW: Weed Managment Plan
Date: Friday, December 27, 2019 10:53:21 AM
Attachments: Weed Management Plan - Copy.doc

 
 

From: Amber Higgins [mailto:mcweed@restel.net] 
Sent: Monday, December 23, 2019 11:48 AM
To: zpeterson@keitu.com
Subject: Weed Managment Plan
 
Zach-
 
Good afternoon, I received your letter regarding Bridger Pipeline,
All I need is the attached weed management plan filled out. After I receive it and review it as long as
completely filled out I can get it approved for you. If you have any questions on the paper work
please don’t hesitate to contact me.
 
 
 
Amber Higgins
McKenzie County Weed Officer
Phone- 701-842-4131
Fax -701-8424731
 
 

mailto:zpeterson@keitu.com
mailto:kfinken@keitu.com
mailto:jantognazzi@keitu.com

McKenzie County 

Weed Management Plan


Purpose: This is a simplified weed management template that is specifically designed for small properties/areas. It is designed to assist in controlling noxious weeds by documenting areas at risk whether it be currently infested or could possibly become infected in the future.  This weed management template is also to assist in coordinating efforts between McKenzie County Weed Control and landowners/operators/developers to accomplish noxious weed control goals in McKenzie County. A copy of this weed management plan will be kept on file with McKenzie County Weed Control as well as with all parties involved in the ownership and/or management of the property. 

Date ____________           Circle One:  
PRIVATE

COMMERCIAL

Name of Landowner _____________________________________________________

Name of Party Responsible for Weed Control if Different than Landowner


________________________________________________________________________

Address of Responsible Party

________________________________________________________________________


Phone Number___________________________________________________________


E-Mail__________________________________________________________________


Approximate Size of Property _____________________________________________

Legal Description of Property _____________________________________________


Purpose of Property ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Surface Movement for Commercial Construction Purposes: Circle or highlight one

Scoria
   Manure 
Dirt
  Sand    Gravel   Construction   Other_______________

1.0 Management Goals: Management goals describe the purpose/use of the property and what you are trying to achieve. Having clear management goals is key to developing a weed management plan. (The minimum amount required by North Dakota and McKenzie County Weed Law is to mow noxious weeds to prevent them from going to seed. Another management goal may be to restore an area with native vegetation. Management goals might also include preventing contamination and/or spread of noxious weeds due to mining or storage of construction materials by a yearly or bi-yearly application of herbicide.)


Please list your management goals as they apply to this property:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2.0 Weed Control Objectives: 


Knowing which weed species occur on your property and where they are located is very important in developing control priorities. Weed species vary considerably in the threat that they pose to the resource values of the property. In addition, weed species vary greatly in their susceptibility to control measures. Thus, weed species that pose the


greatest threat to achieving the management goals for the property and which can be most easily controlled are the highest priority for management. To create weed control objectives for your weed management plan, first search your property for weeds (if you have not already done so). 


3.0 Weed Control Objectives – 3 year plan


1st  Year Weed Control Objective: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2nd Year Weed Control Objective: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3rd Year Weed Control Objective: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4.0 Evaluating Weed Control: After you have created weed control objectives and have began to control the priority weed species on your property, you should evaluate the results of your control methods. This requires follow-up visits to the areas where weeds were controlled and a re-assessment of the size and density of an infestation. (For example, compare the size of the infestation after a growing season has elapsed to the size before control actions were initiated.) In most cases, the elimination of an infestation will take several years with multiple treatments per year to kill the plants and eliminate the bank of weed seeds in the soil.


ND Law 4.1-47-02. Control of noxious weeds.


Each Person shall do all things necessary and proper to control the spread of noxious weeds.

In signing this document I understand that I will be responsible for noxious weed control on the property listed above.

Responsible Party___________________________________ Date__________________


McKenzie County 


Weed Board Chairperson:____________________________ Date__________________

Please allow 48 hours for review of this plan prior to receiving confirmation of approval.
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Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.21 
ND Geological Survey 



September 30, 2019 

Fred Anderson 
ND Geological Survey 
600 E Boulevard Ave, Dept 405 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0840 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.22 
Golden Valley County Weed Control 



September 30, 2019 

Mark Golberg 
Weed Control Officer 
PO Box 605 
Beach, ND 58621 

RE:  Bridger Pipeline, LLC – Bridger 16” Crude Oil Pipeline 

Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location near Johnson’s 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota.    

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. (“Keitu”) is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in November 2019. The 
Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review.  We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items.   

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance.  I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at (701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure:  Proposed Pipeline Route 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.23 
Grail Township 







Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.24 
ND Labor Department 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.25 
ND Indian Affairs Commission 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.26 
ND Governor 



KE/TU 
ENGINEERS & CONSULTANTS, INC. 

January 4, 2021 

ND Governor 
600 E Blvd Ave 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0001 

RE: Bridger Pipeline, LLC - Bridger 16" Crude Oil Pipeline 

1403 27th STREET NW 

PO BOX 98 

MANDAN. ND 58554-0098 

701-667-1800

Bridger Pipeline, LLC {"Bridger'') plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Application and Route Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission {"Commission") for the construction of an approximately 160-
mile crude oil supply pipeline {"Project"). It originates from a location near Johnson's 
Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, 
MT. The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North 
Dakota. 

Keitu Engineers and Consultants, Inc. {"Keitu") is contracted by Bridger to submit the 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Application in late winter/early spring 2021. 
The Commission requires applicants to contact relevant agencies for comment on the 
Project. 

Enclosed is a map of the entire length of the pipeline route intended for your review. We 
respectfully request that any concerns known in the area is brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items. 

As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies 
with compliance. I will serve as the primary Keitu contact and can be reached at {701) 667-
1800 or via email at jantognazzi@keitu.com. 

��� Jaimee Antognazzi 
Operations Manager 

Enclosure: Proposed Pipeline Route 



Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.27 
ND Energy Development Impact Office 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.28 
ND Department of Human Services 





Bridger Pipeline LLC 
16” South Bend Pipeline Project 
NDPSC Consolidated Application 

Exhibit B.29 
ND Department of Commerce 





From: Hochhalter, Don G.
To: jantognazzi@keitu.com
Cc: Heick, Tammy A.; Effertz Hanson, Maria
Subject: Bridger Pipeline - 16" Crude Oil Pipeline
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 12:48:35 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image001.png

Good afternoon Jamiee,

Thanks for returning my call, below you will find a few question we discussed;

What is the estimated pipeline capacity per day
How many pump stations are expected to be on the proposed route, please indicate
approximate locations
Provide a breakdown of miles of pipeline in ND, on private/state/federal lands ect.
Can you provide a Total Investment Cost (TIC) of the project
What size easement are being requesting

Thank-you,

Don Hochhalter
Oil and Gas Business Development Manager

701.328.5300     •   701.388.9339     •     dhochhalter@nd.gov      •     www.commerce.nd.gov

cid:image002.png@01D49FD2.1E3F7210

1600 E. Century Ave., Suite 2 PO Box 2057     •     Bismarck, ND  58503

From: Heick, Tammy A. <theick@nd.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 3:33 PM
To: Hochhalter, Don G. <dhochhalter@nd.gov>
Subject: Bridger Pipeline Mail

Tammy Heick
Executive Assistant to the Commissioner

701.328.5305    •     theick@nd.gov     •     www.commerce.nd.gov

mailto:dhochhalter@nd.gov
mailto:jantognazzi@keitu.com
mailto:theick@nd.gov
mailto:mehanson@nd.gov
mailto:dhochhalter@nd.gov
http://www.commerce.nd.gov/
mailto:theick@nd.gov
http://www.commerce.nd.gov/
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Jaimee Antognazzi

From: Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 4:25 PM
To: 'Hochhalter, Don G.'
Subject: RE: Bridger Pipeline - 16" Crude Oil Pipeline 

Hi Don‐ 
 
Below are the answers to your questions about Bridger’s 16” Line. Sorry it took so long to get back to you. 
 
Have a great day, 
 
Jaimee Antognazzi 
Keitu Engineers & Consultants, Inc. 
PO Box 98 
Mandan, ND 58554‐0098 
701‐667‐1808 Ext. 105 
 

From: Hochhalter, Don G. [mailto:dhochhalter@nd.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 12:48 PM 
To: jantognazzi@keitu.com 
Cc: Heick, Tammy A. <theick@nd.gov>; Effertz Hanson, Maria <mehanson@nd.gov> 
Subject: Bridger Pipeline ‐ 16" Crude Oil Pipeline  
 
Good afternoon Jamiee, 
 
Thanks for returning my call, below you will find a few question we discussed; 
 

 What is the estimated pipeline capacity per day  
Initially planned for 105,000 BPD expandable to 250,000 

 How many pump stations are expected to be on the proposed route, please indicate approximate locations 
2 initially at our current Johnsons Corner and our current Bicentennial Station, with 2 others proposed if 
necessary at a later date one of those in Montana and the other at our current Wilson station. 

 Provide a breakdown of miles of pipeline in ND, on private/state/federal lands ect.  
Approximately 81 miles in ND, It is approximately 60 miles on private, 19 miles on federal, and 2.7 miles 

on Federal. 

 Can you provide a Total Investment Cost (TIC) of the project  
$122 million 

 What size easement are being requesting  
Varies, but typically 100’ of working space and 50’ of permanent easement 

 
Thank‐you, 
 

Don Hochhalter 
Oil and Gas Business Development Manager 
 
701.328.5300     •   701.388.9339     •     dhochhalter@nd.gov      •     www.commerce.nd.gov  
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1600 E. Century Ave., Suite 2 PO Box 2057     •     Bismarck, ND  58503 
 
 
 

From: Heick, Tammy A. <theick@nd.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 3:33 PM 
To: Hochhalter, Don G. <dhochhalter@nd.gov> 
Subject: Bridger Pipeline Mail 
 
 
 

Tammy Heick 
Executive Assistant to the Commissioner 
 
701.328.5305    •     theick@nd.gov     •     www.commerce.nd.gov 
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ND Department of Career & Technical Education 
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Exhibit B.31 
ND Attorney General 
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Exhibit B.32 
ND Aeronautic Commission 
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Job Service of ND 
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Exhibit B.35 
ND Transmission Authority 
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ND Forest Service 
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20th Airforce 91st Missile Wing 
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Grand Forks Airforce Base 
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Federal Bureau of Land Management 
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Jaimee Antognazzi

From: Jaimee Antognazzi <jantognazzi@keitu.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 3, 2022 10:11 AM
To: 'osd.dod-siting-clearinghouse@mail.mil'
Subject: Pipeline Project Review
Attachments: ND_Alignment_20220222.cpg; ND_Alignment_20220222.dbf; ND_Alignment_

20220222.prj; ND_Alignment_20220222.sbn; ND_Alignment_20220222.sbx; 
ND_Alignment_20220222.shp; ND_Alignment_
20220222.shp.ELECTRONGOLD.3404.5152.sr.lock; ND_Alignment_20220222.shx

 
Bridger Pipeline, LLC (“Bridger”) plans to submit a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility Application and Route 
Permit Application, requesting permission from the North Dakota Public Service Commission (“Commission”) for 
the construction of an approximately 160‐mile crude oil supply pipeline (“Project”). It originates from a location 
near Johnson’s Corner, North Dakota and terminates at the Baker/Sandstone Terminal located near Plevna, MT. 
The Project is located entirely within McKenzie and Golden Valley Counties in North Dakota. The purpose of this 
contact is to assess the Project area for the presence of areas that could potentially be impacted, and to provide 
comments. We respectfully request that any specific concerns known in the area are brought to our attention to 
ensure we focus on those items. Attached are the GIS Shapefiles of the entire length of the proposed Project 
intended to review. 
 
As always, Keitu appreciates the opportunity to assist our client and the regulatory agencies with 
compliance. 
 
Jaimee Antognazzi, CSP 
Operations Manager 
Keitu Engineers & Consultants 
1403 27th Street NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 
(701) 667‐1808 Ext# 105 
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