
April 19, 2021 

Executive Secretary 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 East Boulevard Ave.  Department 408 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480 

Re: Case No. PU-21-___ 
 Application for Corridor Certificate 

and Route Permit 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (“Montana-Dakota” or “Company”) electronically 
submits this Consolidated Corridor Certificate and Route Permit for the Mandan 
Transmission Reroute Project for a 230 kV Transmission Line and an Application 
for a Waiver of Procedures and Time Schedules pursuant to North Dakota Century 
Code Sections 49-22-08, 49-22-08.1 and 49-22-07.2, under the Energy Conversion 
and Transmission Facility Siting Act, and promulgated rules. 

The Mandan Transmission Reroute Project involves rerouting an existing 230 kV 
transmission line for a new substation and terminating at a new line terminal in 
the Mandan Transmission Substation north of Mandan, North Dakota and was 
identified in the Company’s 10-year plan submitted July 1, 2020. The 230 kV 
transmission line currently terminates in the Heskett Transmission Substation 
and connects the Heskett and Mandan transmission system with the Company’s 
transmission system near Napoleon, North Dakota.   

There is a cultural resource avoidance area identified within the proposed route.  
However, based on Montana-Dakota’s evaluations and correspondence with the 
federal and state agencies, the construction associated with the Project is not 
expected to have any adverse effects on the avoidance area identified. No 
exclusion area has been identified within the proposed route. 
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Please refer all inquiries regarding this filing to:  
 
  Robert Frank   
  Director of Electric Transmission Engineering  
  Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.  
  400 North Fourth Street  
  Bismarck, ND 58501  
  robert.frank@mdu.com  
 

Also, please send copies of all written inquiries, correspondence, and pleadings 
to: 

  Allison Mann 
  Attorney 
  MDU Resources Group, Inc. 
  P.O. Box 5650 
  Bismarck, ND  58506-5650 

    allison.mann@mduresources.com 
 
 
Montana-Dakota will submit a check payable to the North Dakota Public Service 
Commission based upon the Commission’s determination of a filing fee. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Montana-Dakota respectfully requests that this 
electronic filing be accepted as being in full compliance with the filing 
requirements of this Commission in lieu of an original and ten copies. 
 
 
   Sincerely, 
 
   /s/  Travis R. Jacobson 
 
      Travis R. Jacobson 
   Director of Regulatory Affairs 
 
    
Attachments 
 
Cc: Dawn Rhone 
 County Auditor 
 210 2nd Ave NW 
 Mandan, ND 58554 
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Application of 
MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. for 
a Consolidated Corridor Certificate and 
Route Permit for the Mandan 
Transmission Reroute Project and a 
Waiver of Procedures and Time 
Schedules 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. PU-21-____ 

I. Summary of Application

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (“Montana-Dakota” or “Company” or 

“Applicant”) herewith electronically submits this Application for Corridor Certificate 

and Route Permit for the Mandan Reroute Project.  Montana-Dakota is requesting 

the Certificate and Permit to allow the Company to reroute certain 230 kilovolt (kV) 

transmission facilities (the “Project”), primarily due to the closure of the Heskett 

Units 1 and 2 coal-fired generating stations located in Morton County north of 

Mandan.   

Montana-Dakota submits this Application for a Consolidated Corridor 

Certificate and Route Permit for the Mandan Transmission Reroute Project and a 

Waiver of Procedures and Time Schedules to construct the Project and 

respectfully requests that the Commission approve the corridor and route 

developed for the Project. 

II. Description of Applicant
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Montana-Dakota is a Delaware corporation duly authorized to do business 

in the State of North Dakota as a foreign corporation and is doing business in the 

State of North Dakota as a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of and regulation 

by the North Dakota Public Service Commission (“Commission”) under North 

Dakota Century Code (“NDCC”) Title 49.  Montana-Dakota’s Certificate of 

Incorporation and amendments thereto have been previously filed with the 

Commission and such Certificate and Amendments are hereby incorporated by 

reference as though fully set forth herein.  Montana-Dakota provides electric 

service to approximately 93,400 customers in North Dakota as of February 28, 

2021.   

III. Background

The Project involves rerouting an existing 230 kV transmission line for a 

new substation and terminating at a new line terminal in the Mandan Transmission 

Substation north of Mandan, North Dakota. The 230 kV transmission line currently 

terminates in the Heskett Transmission Substation and connects the Heskett and 

Mandan transmission system with the Company’s transmission system near 

Napoleon, North Dakota.  The Mandan Transmission Substation was constructed 

in 2010 and included plans to ultimately relocate all 230 kV facilities from Heskett 

to the new substation. With the closures of the Heskett coal-fired generating units 

1 and 2, a new 115/69/41.6 kV substation on the Heskett Transmission Substation 

site was required and moved forward those plans.  The Project was identified in 
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Schedule G of the Company’s 10-year plan submitted July 1, 2020. 

The existing Heskett Transmission Substation was built in 1966 with a 

straight bus arrangement.  Moving the Napoleon 230 kV terminal to the Mandan 

Substation will eliminate the straight bus arrangement which will increase reliability 

as the straight bus arrangement causes all lines on the bus to trip in the event of 

a fault or circuit breaker failure. The Mandan Transmission Substation provides a 

superior bus arrangement for reliability and control. Terminating all of the 230 kV 

transmission lines into one substation reduces outage contingencies and improves 

reliability on the Company’s bulk electric integrated system that serves portions of 

Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota.   

There is only one (cultural resource) avoidance area identified within the 

proposed route. No exclusion area has been identified. Based on Montana-

Dakota’s evaluations and correspondence with the federal and state agencies 

identified in Table B1 of the attached report, the construction associated with the 

proposed route of the new 230 kV transmission lines is not expected to have any 

adverse effects on any known avoidance or exclusion areas. 

IV. Corridor Certificate and Route Permit

The North Dakota Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Siting Act 

(“Siting Act”) requires applications for a Corridor Certificate and Route Permit 

demonstrating the Project meets the criteria established in NDCC Chapter 49-22 

through discussion of the relevant information listed in NDAC § 69-06-04-01 and 
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NDAC § 69-06-05-01.  The various requirements are described below and, to aid 

in the Commission’s review, Montana-Dakota has prepared a table identifying 

each of the criteria listed in the Siting Act and the location where each is 

addressed. The table is attached as Exhibit C. To the extent available, Montana-

Dakota presents herein information required by the Siting Act: 

 Description – The Project is to remove an existing 230 kV electric
transmission line and replace with a new 230 kV transmission line along a
new corridor. The transmission line will be constructed from wood H-frame
structures approximately 90 feet in height with an average span between
structures of 500 feet. Two separate reroutes are required along the
approximately 1.4 mile existing line, each about 0.5 miles in length.  This
transmission line is part of the Company’s integrated electric transmission
system used to move power from and through the Heskett generating
station to the bulk power system. The electric power is used for Montana-
Dakota’s customers or offered into the regional transmission operator’s
energy markets.  An overview of the Project is further provided in the
Introduction on Page 1 of the Environmental Resource Impacts Assessment
for the Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Reroute, Morton County,
North Dakota dated February 2021 prepared by SWCA Environmental
Consultants and included as Exhibit A to this application (the “Report”).

 Studies – The Report provides the results of the environmental impact of
the Project.  As noted above, there is only one (cultural resource) avoidance
area identified within the proposed route. No exclusion area has been
identified. Based on Montana-Dakota’s evaluations and correspondence
with the federal and state agencies identified in Table B1 of the report
(Exhibit A), the construction associated with the proposed route of the new
230 kV transmission lines is not expected to have any adverse effects on
any known avoidance or exclusion areas.

 Need – The Project is a replacement of existing facilities and will be
performing the same function as the current facilities. The line relocation is
necessary to build new substation facilities because of the Heskett Units 1
and 2 coal-fired generating stations closure.  In addition, the replacement
of the current facilities will improve the reliability of the system. This project
is consistent with the 10-year plan on file with the Commission.

 Location & Merits – The Project is located on or adjacent to the Heskett
Station property in Morton County north of Mandan.  The area is an
industrial site with existing transmission facilities and the new facilities will
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be located relatively close to the existing facilities. This site is best suited 
for this project due to the proximity of the current facilities and the nature of 
the site’s current use. A map showing the existing and proposed facilities is 
provided as Exhibit B. 

 Timing – As described in the Report, the Project is expected to begin in the
spring of 2021 and completed, tested and placed in service during the
spring of 2022.  The majority of the Project is on private land owned by the
Company and all remaining rights-of way have been acquired.

 Evaluation – The Report prepared by SWCA Environmental Consultants is
included as Exhibit A.  In addition, Montana-Dakota has prepared a table
identifying the Commission’s considerations identified in NDCC 49-22-09.
The table is attached as Exhibit C.

 Alternatives – Due to the closure of the Heskett units 1 and 2, the Company
is required to make changes in the current facilities which were built in 1966.
The existing facilities are aged and the technology used does not support
the reliability of the system.  There are no reasonable alternatives to the
Project.

 Corridor – The Project, as shown in the Report, is in an industrial area near
Mandan and primarily on Company owned land near the Heskett generating
site.  The property not owned by the Company is owned by Marathon
Petroleum Corporation. The Company has acquired an easement for the
transmission line from Marathon Petroleum. The easement width is 100 feet
and is located parallel and adjacent to 38th Street. The easement agreement
requires reclamation and payment for any damages caused by construction
or maintenance activities.  The appropriate factors in NDCC § 49-22-09
have been addressed in the as shown in the Checklist provided as Exhibit
C. No other easement or right-of-way is required for the Project.

 Cost – The estimated total cost of the project is $1,325,000 which includes
engineering, materials, and construction costs. The primary operating and
maintenance costs for a transmission line is the cost of inspection, which
for this length of line is estimated at under $1,000 per year.

V. Waiver of Procedures and Schedules

The North Dakota Administrative Code Section 69-06-06-01(2) sets forth 

the information requested by the Commission for consideration of an application 

for a waiver of procedures and time schedules. The requirements include facility 

description, need for, cost of, and justification for the request for waiver, together 
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with evidence that the Project will produce minimal adverse effects. As 

demonstrated in the Application and Report, Montana-Dakota’s Waiver Request 

and the issuance of a Corridor Certificate and Route Permit is justified, as the 

proposed facility is of such design, location, and purpose that it will produce 

minimal adverse effects. Additionally, Montana-Dakota has addressed the other 

factors set forth in N.D.A.C. § 69-06-06-01(2) in Section IV above.  As noted 

previously, the Project is consistent with, and does not deviate from Montana-

Dakota’s most recently filed ten-year plan. 

Thus, Montana-Dakota requests the Commission waive the requirement 

that the Commission hold separate hearing as may be required by NDCC Sections 

49-22-08, 49-22-08.1, and 49-22-13 and North Dakota Administrative Code

(NDAC) Section 69-06-01-02. Montana-Dakota requests that the Commission hold 

a single consolidated hearing on this waiver request and Application for a 

Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit. Montana-Dakota also 

requests that the Commission shorten the three-month period specified in NDCC 

Section 49-22-08(5) and the six-month period specified in NDCC Section 49-22-

08.1(5). 

VII. Qualifications

The following individuals have contributed to the siting study:  Robert Frank, 

Director of Electric Transmission Engineering of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., 

Michael Retter, Cultural Resources Principal Investigator with SWCA 
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Environmental Consultants, Sarah Sappington, Environmental PSC Expert with 

SWCA Environmental Consultants, Michael Endicott, GIS Specialist with SWCA 

Environmental Consultants and Jana Heisler-White, Project Manager formerly with 

SWCA Environmental Consultants.  Their qualifications are attached as Exhibit D. 

VIII. Conclusion

Montana-Dakota respectfully requests that the Commission approve the 

Company’s Application for Corridor Certificate and Route Permit for the Mandan 

Reroute Project as well as the Waiver of Procedures and Time Schedules as 

submitted.  

Dated this 19th day of April 2021 

/s/  Travis R. Jacobson 
 ________________________________ 

Travis R. Jacobson 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 

Of Counsel: 
Allison Mann 
Attorney 
MDU Resources Group, Inc. 
P.O. Box 5650 
Bismarck, ND  58506-5650 
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INTRODUCTION 
SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) is assisting Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (Montana-Dakota) 
with an assessment of environmental resource impacts associated with the proposed Mandan Reroute 
Project (Project) (Figure 1). This assessment was completed to fulfill the requirements of Part 2c for a 
Transmission Facility Permit under North Dakota Administrative Code (NDAC) Chapter 69-06-05. The 
assessment addressed potential impacts to natural and cultural resources that may be in the Project area. 

The Project includes the construction of two segments of 230-kilovolt (kV) electrical transmission line 
within the city of Mandan, Morton County, North Dakota (see Figure 1). The first segment is 
approximately 0.6 mile long and originates at the Mandan Substation. It will subsequently connect with 
an existing 230-kV transmission line approximately 900 feet south of the substation. Project activities 
associated with this segment will include the addition (stringing) of conductors to six existing pole 
structures (Poles 1 through 6). The second proposed segment of the transmission line will begin at Pole 
10 and continue south for 0.13 mile and east for 0.28 mile before turning north for 0.60 mile to connect 
with the existing transmission line that crosses the Missouri River. Poles 11 through 15 are proposed to be 
placed as shown on the Project location map (see Figure 1). Pole placement will include limited surface 
disturbance and stringing conductors between the poles to tie into and energize the line. 

The Project will be privately funded and is located on privately owned land in Sections 10 and 15, 
Township (T) 139 North (N), Range (R) 81 West (W). The Project will have a 200-foot-wide right-of-
way easement on property not owned by Montana-Dakota.  

Project construction is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2021. H-frame, three-pole guyed suspension, 
and dead-end structures will be used. Pole 15 is being placed as a temporary structure and is expected to 
be removed in 2022 when the transmission line crossing of the Missouri River is reconductored with 
permanent structure replacement. 
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Figure 1. Project location map. 
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ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
This assessment was prepared as supporting material for a Transmission Facility Permit application per 
NDAC 69-06-05. The assessment included a natural resource desktop review and Class I cultural resource 
inventory of a 1-mile-wide study area, followed by natural and cultural resources field surveys. A 
summary of each step in the assessment process is described in the sections that follow. 

Project Setting 
The Project area is in the Missouri Plateau section of the Great Plains physiographic province in west-
central North Dakota (Fenneman 1931). This area is within the River Breaks ecoregion, which is 
characterized by broken terraces and uplands formed from erodible soil strata (Bryce et al. 1998). 
Photographs from the site visit to the Project area are provided in Appendix A. The site visit consisted of 
general reconnaissance to identify natural resources and a Class III cultural resource survey. The Project 
area is in an upland setting, overlooking terraces and the Missouri River to the east. The northern section 
of proposed new transmission line is almost entirely within a level agricultural field that is immediately 
east and south of the existing North Heskett Substation. The southern section of proposed new 
transmission line is along an existing crown and ditch road and spans a wetland complex and hay field. 
The topography within the Project area is generally level, ranging from approximately 1,600 to 1,700 feet 
in elevation. 

Hydrology 
The Project area is situated within the Missouri River drainage system (North Dakota Geographic 
Information Systems 2020). The Project area generally drains into Rock Haven Creek, which is between 
the two proposed segments of new transmission line. Rock Haven Creek flows east, draining into the 
Missouri River approximately 725 feet east-southeast of the Project area. Several artificial (i.e., human-
made) drainage features, small retaining ponds or reservoirs, and wetlands associated with the 
construction of the Montana-Dakota RM Heskett Station are within the Project area. 

Geology 
The surface geology of the Project area consists of the Oahe Formation-River Sediment from the 
Holocene epoch, which is described as dark, obscurely bedded clay and silt (overbank sediment). The 
Oahe Formation-River Sediment is up to 30 feet (10 meters) thick, generally overlying cross-bedded sand 
(channel sediment) (Clayton 1980).  

Soils 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web Soil Survey (NRCS 2020) identified seven 
soil series within the Project area (Table 1). Three of the soil series—Shambo Loam, Farland Silt Loam, 
and Femvik-Wilton Silt Loams—represent approximately 70% of the Project area. These soil series 
represent areas that are generally flat, with slopes of less than 3 percent, and are all well-drained.  
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Table 1. Soils within the Project Area 

Map Unit 
Symbol Map Unit Name Percent 

Slope 
Percent 
of APE Landform Drainage 

Class Parent Material 

E2145A Shambo Loam 0 to 2 27.9 Hillslopes Well drained Alluvium derived from mudstone 
E2203A Farland Silt Loam 0 to 2 25.6 Alluvial fans Well drained Fine-silty alluvium 
E3755A Femvik-Wilton Silt 

Loams 
0 to 3 17.4 Rises Well drained Fine-silty loess over till 

E3801A Mandan-Linton Silt 
Loams 

0 to 2 4.0 Flats Well drained Coarse-silty loess 

E3802B Linton-Mandan Silt 
Loams 

2 to 6 13.9 Alluvial fans Well drained Coarse-silty loess 

E4139A Korchea-
Fluvaquents 
Complex 

0 to 2 1.3 Floodplains Somewhat 
poorly drained 

Stratified fine-loamy alluvium 
derived from sedimentary rock 

E4569F Wabek-Cabba-
Shambo Complex 

6 to 35 0.5 Escarpments Excessively 
drained 

Sandy and gravelly alluvium 

APE = area of potential effects 

General Ecology 
The Project area is situated within the northwestern Great Plains ecoregion, characterized by native 
grasslands over rolling plains. The parcels of land themselves are part of industrial facilities, and the soils 
and vegetation appear to have been disturbed for the purposes of cultivation or facility management and 
operation. Native vegetation within this ecoregion typically contains such species as western wheatgrass 
(Pascopyrum smithii), little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), and prairie sandreed (Calamovilfa 
longifolia) (Bryce et al. 1998). The western portion of the Project area is within a recently harvested 
sunflower (Helianthus annuus) field, allowing for 90% to 100% bare ground visibility. The eastern 
portion of the Project area is dominated by smooth brome (Bromus inermis) and Kentucky bluegrass (Poa 
pratensis) with prairie cordgrass (Spartina pectinata) and a small portion of hay field, which reduced the 
bare ground surface visibility to 30%. In the area of the southern segment, there is a mixture of upland 
and wetland vegetation due to enhanced hydrology.  

Agency Notification 
As required by NDAC 69-06-01-05, 27 agencies are entitled to notice and an opportunity to provide 
feedback and comment on perceived potential impacts on resources under their jurisdiction. Notification 
letters that included a Project description and construction right-of-way map were sent to all of the 
agencies on December 18, 2020. The notified agencies and received responses are summarized in Table 
B1 of Appendix B. Also included in Appendix B are copies of the correspondence received, as well as the 
notification letter.  

Natural Resource Impacts Evaluation 
Natural resource evaluations were completed for potential wetlands, federally listed threatened and 
endangered species, and species managed under the North Dakota State Wildlife Action Plan. The 
completed evaluations were transmitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD); copies of 
the agency letters and correspondence are presented in Appendix C. Below is a summary of agency 
responses. 

• USACE provided concurrence that jurisdictional wetlands may be located within the Project area
and Project permitting under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act should be pursued as needed.
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• USFWS provided concurrence that no impacts to federally listed threatened and endangered
species are anticipated from Project activities.

• NDGFD provided concurrence that no impacts to state-managed species are anticipated from
Project activities.

Cultural Resource Impacts Evaluation 
The Class I and Class III cultural resource inventories were completed for the Project study area and 
proposed route and SWCA’s report was submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota 
(SHSND) on December 23, 2020, with a recommended finding of No Historic Properties Adversely 
Affected and that the Project should proceed as planned. The SHSND concurred with that finding in a 
letter dated January 11, 2021. Both the report and SHSND correspondence are included in Appendix D. 

CONCLUSION 
SWCA completed an environmental resource impacts assessment for Montana-Dakota’s proposed 
Mandan Reroute Project to fulfill the requirements of Part 2c for a Transmission Facility Permit under 
NDAC 69-06-05. The 27 agencies designated in NDAC 60-06-01-05 were notified of the proposed 
Project in December 2020 and nine agencies provided responses. The natural resource environmental 
impacts assessment was provided to the USACE, USFWS, and NDGFD. The USFWS and NDGFD 
provided concurrence that impacts to federally listed threatened and endangered species and state-
managed species from Project activities are not anticipated. With regard to the USACE response, 
Montana-Dakota understands that potentially jurisdictional wetlands and waterbodies are present in the 
project area. In the event that the Project impacts exceed regulatory thresholds Montana-Dakota will seek 
the appropriate approvals with the USACE to ensure compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act. Class I and Class III cultural resource inventories were completed for the Project study area and 
route and submitted to the SHSND for concurrence. SHSND concurred that a good faith effort had been 
made to avoid significant cultural resources during Project construction. All other agencies who provided 
comments expressed no objections to the Project and/or indicated that impacts to resources under their 
jurisdiction were expected to be minimal to none.
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Photo A1. Survey area overview, southern segment, facing west. 

Photo A2. Southern segment, overview from western edge of the Project area facing east. Wetland 
mosaic is present within and adjacent to the construction right-of-way. 
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Photo A3. Overview of the southern segment of the Project area facing south. The adjacent road 
to the north of the proposed new section of transmission line is shown. 

 
Photo A4. Overview of Project area showing wetland south of east–west-trending improved road, 
southern segment, facing south. 
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Photo A5. Overview of agricultural field within the Project area for the proposed northern 
segment, facing east. 

Photo A6. Overview of two-track road surface disturbance in agricultural field of northern segment 
of the Project area, facing southeast. 
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Photo A7. Overview of survey area from the western extent of the southern segment of the Project 
area, facing east. 

 
Photo A8. Overview of surface disturbance and vegetation in the northern segment of the Project 
area, facing northwest. 



Environmental Resource Impacts Assessment for the Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Reroute, Morton County, 
North Dakota 

A-5 

 
Photo A9. Overview of agricultural field along the eastern side of northern segment of the Project 
area, facing north. 

  



Environmental Resource Impacts Assessment for the Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Reroute, Morton County, 
North Dakota 

A-6

This page intentionally left blank. 



APPENDIX B 

Agencies Notified and Response Summary 





Environmental Resource Impacts Assessment for the Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Reroute, Morton County, 
North Dakota 

B-1

Table B1. Summary of Notified Agencies and Responses 

Agency Date Notified Response 
Received Response Summary 

North Dakota Aeronautics Commission 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
Office of Attorney General 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
North Dakota Department of Agriculture 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
North Dakota Department of 
Environmental Quality 

12/18/2020 Yes Adverse impacts expected to be minor and 
can be minimized by recommended 
construction practices 

North Dakota Department of Human 
Services 

12/18/2020 No Not applicable 

North Dakota Department of Labor 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
North Dakota Department of Career 
and Technical Education 

12/18/2020 No Not applicable 

North Dakota Department of Commerce 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
North Dakota Energy Development 
Impact Office 

12/18/2020 No Not applicable 

North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department 

12/18/2020 Yes No adverse impacts anticipated 

North Dakota Industrial Commission 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
North Dakota Office of the Governor 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
North Dakota Department of 
Transportation 

12/18/2020 Yes No adverse impact on ND DOT anticipated 

State Historical Society of North Dakota 12/18/2020 Yes No Historic Properties Adversely Affected 
Indian Affairs Commission 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
Job Service North Dakota 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
Department of Trust Lands 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
Parks and Recreation Department 12/18/2020 Yes No adverse impacts expected 
North Dakota State University 
Extension Service, North Dakota State 
Soil Conservation Committee 

12/18/2020 No Not applicable 

North Dakota State Water Commission 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
U.S. Department of Defense 12/18/2020 Yes No comment 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 12/18/2020 Yes No concerns with project as described 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 12/18/2020 Yes Guidance to obtain Nationwide Permit 12 as 

needed 
U.S. Federal Aviation Administration 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
County Commission of Morton County, 
North Dakota 

12/18/2020 Yes No comment 

North Dakota Transmission Authority 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
North Dakota Pipeline Authority 12/18/2020 No Not applicable 
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December 18, 2020 

Andy Zachmeier 
County Commission of Morton County, ND 
210 2nd Ave NW  
Mandan, ND  58554 

Re: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project 
Morton County, North Dakota 

Dear Andy Zachmeier, 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (Montana-Dakota) is proposing to construct two new segments of 230-
kilovolt transmission line as part of the Mandan Transmission Line Reroute project (Project). The lengths 
of the two proposed segments are 0.60 and 0.47 mile. As shown on the enclosed Project location map, the 
first proposed segment of the transmission line will originate at the North Heskett substation and continue 
northeast for 0.11 mile before turning southeast for 0.25 mile and then southwest for 0.24 mile where it 
will connect to the existing transmission line. Poles 1 through 6 have already been placed as shown on the 
Project location map and are proposed to be conductored and wired in the future. The second proposed 
segment of the transmission line will begin at pole 10 and continue south for 0.13 mile and then east for 
0.28 mile before turning north for 0.60 mile to connect with the existing line that crosses the Missouri 
River. Poles 11 through 15 are proposed to be placed and constructed as shown on the Project location 
map.   

A Transmission Facility Permit Application will be submitted to the North Dakota Public Service 
Commission (PSC) under North Dakota Administrative Code Chapter 69-06-05. The Project study area is 
a 1-mile-wide corridor centered on the transmission line centerline in Morton County, Sections 10 and 15, 
Township 139 North, Range 81 West. Construction of the Project is scheduled to begin in the spring 
2021. Although the anticipated area required for placing the poles and conductoring and stringing the line 
is estimated to be a maximum of 200 feet on either side of the centerline, this area likely will be less and 
typically averages 50 to 100 feet. The pole structures themselves will be approximately 80 to 100 feet in 
height, with the wires strung approximately 60 to 80 feet above the ground surface. Both H-frame and 3-
pole guyed suspension and deadened structures will be used. Pole 15 is being placed as a temporary 
structure and is expected to be removed in 2022 when the transmission line crossing of the Missouri River 
is reconductored with some pole replacement. 
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SWCA Environmental Consultants is notifying County Commission of Morton County, ND of the 
proposed Project and offering the opportunity for comments. Information received from County 
Commission of Morton County, ND will be used in a North Dakota PSC application being prepared for 
the Project. Please send your replies and/or requests for additional Project information within 30 days of 
receipt of this letter to:  

Jana Heisler-White, Project Manager 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
201 Slate Drive, Suite 8 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 
(307) 655-1152
jana.heislerwhite@swca.com

Sincerely, 

Jana Heisler-White 
Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Proposed Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project location map. 



December 18, 2020 

Andy Zachmeier 
County Commission of Morton County, ND 
210 2nd Ave NW  
Mandan, ND  58554 

Re: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project 
Morton County, North Dakota 

Dear Andy Zachmeier, 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (Montana-Dakota) is proposing to construct two new segments of 230-
kilovolt transmission line as part of the Mandan Transmission Line Reroute project (Project). The lengths 
of the two proposed segments are 0.60 and 0.47 mile. As shown on the enclosed Project location map, the 
first proposed segment of the transmission line will originate at the North Heskett substation and continue 
northeast for 0.11 mile before turning southeast for 0.25 mile and then southwest for 0.24 mile where it 
will connect to the existing transmission line. Poles 1 through 6 have already been placed as shown on the 
Project location map and are proposed to be conductored and wired in the future. The second proposed 
segment of the transmission line will begin at pole 10 and continue south for 0.13 mile and then east for 
0.28 mile before turning north for 0.60 mile to connect with the existing line that crosses the Missouri 
River. Poles 11 through 15 are proposed to be placed and constructed as shown on the Project location 
map.   

A Transmission Facility Permit Application will be submitted to the North Dakota Public Service 
Commission (PSC) under North Dakota Administrative Code Chapter 69-06-05. The Project study area is 
a 1-mile-wide corridor centered on the transmission line centerline in Morton County, Sections 10 and 15, 
Township 139 North, Range 81 West. Construction of the Project is scheduled to begin in the spring 
2021. Although the anticipated area required for placing the poles and conductoring and stringing the line 
is estimated to be a maximum of 200 feet on either side of the centerline, this area likely will be less and 
typically averages 50 to 100 feet. The pole structures themselves will be approximately 80 to 100 feet in 
height, with the wires strung approximately 60 to 80 feet above the ground surface. Both H-frame and 3-
pole guyed suspension and deadened structures will be used. Pole 15 is being placed as a temporary 
structure and is expected to be removed in 2022 when the transmission line crossing of the Missouri River 
is reconductored with some pole replacement. 
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SWCA Environmental Consultants is notifying County Commission of Morton County, ND of the 
proposed Project and offering the opportunity for comments. Information received from County 
Commission of Morton County, ND will be used in a North Dakota PSC application being prepared for 
the Project. Please send your replies and/or requests for additional Project information within 30 days of 
receipt of this letter to:  

Jana Heisler-White, Project Manager 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
201 Slate Drive, Suite 8 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 
(307) 655-1152
jana.heislerwhite@swca.com

Sincerely, 

Jana Heisler-White 
Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Proposed Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project location map. 











 

1600 East Century Ave. Ste. 3   |   Bismarck, ND 58503 

PHONE: 701-328-5357   |   FAX: 701-328-5363   |   EMAIL: parkrec@nd.gov   |   WEBSITE: www.parkrec.nd.gov    

 

January 21, 2021 

 
Jan Heisler-White 
SWCA 
201 Slate Drive, Suite 8  
Bismarck, ND 58503 
 

Re: MDU Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project – Morton County 

Dear Ms. Heisler-White:     

The North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD) has reviewed the above-referenced 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Mandan Transmission Line in Morton County, North Dakota.     
  
NDPRD’s scope of authority and expertise covers properties that NDPRD owns, leases, or manages; 
properties protected under Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF); and rare plants 
and ecological communities established through the Natural Heritage Program. 
 
The project does not appear to affect properties that NDPRD owns, leases, or manages. 
 
The project does not appear to affect any properties protected under Section 6(f) of the LWCF. 
 
The North Dakota Natural Heritage biological conservation database has reviewed the project to determine 
if any current or historical plant or animal species of concern or other significant ecological communities are 
known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the project area.  Based on this review, we have 
no known rare species or significant ecological communities documented within or immediately adjacent 
to the project site. Because the Natural Heritage information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, 
there may be species of concern or otherwise significant ecological communities in the area that are not 
represented in the database. The absence of data may indicate that the project area has not been 
surveyed, rather than confirm that it lacks natural heritage resources.  
 
We appreciate your commitment to rare plant, animal, and ecological community conservation, 
management, and inter-agency cooperation to date. For additional information, please contact Natural 
Resources Coordinator Kathy Duttenhefner at 701-328-5370, 701-220-3377 (cell), or 
kgduttenhefner@nd.gov. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project.  
 

 

Kathy Duttenhefner 

Coordinator/Biologist II, Natural Resources Division  
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North Dakota Natural Heritage Inventory
Rare Animal and Plant Species and Significant Ecological Communities

State Scientific Name State Common Name
State
Rank

Global
Rank

Federal
Status Township Range Section County

Last
Observation

Estimated 
Representation

Accuracy Precision
Charadrius melodus Piping Plover S1S2 G3 LE,LT 139N081W - 03; 139N081W - 10 Burleigh, Morton1991 High S
Charadrius melodus Piping Plover S1S2 G3 LE,LT 139N081W - 10 Morton 2003-05-28 Medium S
Charadrius melodus Piping Plover S1S2 G3 LE,LT 139N081W - 10 Morton 2003-06-09 Medium  

Charadrius melodus Piping Plover S1S2 G3 LE,LT 139N081W - 10
Burleigh, 
Morton 2002-06-11 Medium  

Charadrius melodus Piping Plover S1S2 G3 LE,LT 139N081W - 14 Burleigh 1999-06-22 Medium S
Charadrius melodus Piping Plover S1S2 G3 LE,LT 140N081W - 33; 139N081W - 03 Burleigh, Morton1993-07-14 Medium S
Cycleptus elongatus Blue Sucker S3 G3G4  139N081W - 14 Burleigh 1994-08-17  S
Fraxinus pennsylvanica - ulmus 
americana/symphoricarpos 
occidentalis forest Western Floodplain Forest S3 GNR  139N081W - 10 Morton 2007-06-22 Very High  
Pascopyrum smithii - bouteloua 
gracilis/carex filifolia prairie Western Wheatgrass Prairie S3S4 GNR  

139N081W - 09; 139N081W - 17; 139N081W - 04; 
139N081W - 16; 139N081W - 08 Morton 2007-06-22 Medium  

Perennial river  S1 GNR  139N081W - 03
Burleigh, 
Morton 1986  S

Polyodon spathula Paddlefish SNR G4  139N081W - 14 Burleigh 1994-06-15  S
Populus deltoides - fraxinus 
pennsylvanica forest

Cottonwood-green Ash 
Floodplain Forest S3 GNR  139N081W - 14; 139N081W - 11; 139N081W - 13 Burleigh 2007-09-18 Medium  

Shepherdia argenta shrubland Buffaloberry Shrubland S4 GNR  
139N081W - 09; 139N081W - 04; 139N081W - 16; 
139N081W - 08 Morton 2007-06-22 Medium  

Sterna antillarum Least Tern S1 G4 PS:LE 139N081W - 03; 139N081W - 10
Burleigh, 
Morton 1993-07-14 Medium S

Sterna antillarum Least Tern S1 G4 PS:LE 139N081W - 10 Burleigh 1993-07-14 Medium S
Sterna antillarum Least Tern S1 G4 PS:LE 139N081W - 10 Morton    
Sterna antillarum Least Tern S1 G4 PS:LE 139N081W - 10 Morton    
Sterna antillarum Least Tern S1 G4 PS:LE 139N081W - 14 Burleigh 1998 Medium S

Sterna antillarum Least Tern S1 G4 PS:LE 140N081W - 33; 139N081W - 03
Burleigh, 
Morton 1993-07-14 Medium S

Symphoricarpos occidentalis 
shrubland Buckbrush Shrubland S4 GNR  

139N081W - 08; 139N081W - 16; 139N081W - 09; 
139N081W - 04 Morton 2007-06-22 Medium  

1



From: MCCULLOUGH, DAVID D GS-13 USAF ACC 319 CES/CEI
To: Jana Heisler-White
Cc: STROM, DIANE M GS-11 USAF ACC 319 CES/CENPL; FUQUA, JEFFREY M GS-12 USAF ACC 319 CES/CENP;

LANDON, LANCE E GS-13 USAF ACC 319 CES/CD
Subject: RE: Notification of proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, ND
Date: Monday, December 21, 2020 1:39:27 PM
Attachments: image001.png

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside SWCA. Please use caution when replying.

Ms Heisler White,
 
Thanks for the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed rerouting of the transmission
line in Mandan.  We have reviewed and no comment.
 
If you have questions, please let me know.
 
Thanks,
Dave McCullough
Chief, Installation Management Flight
Grand Forks AFB, ND 58205
701-747-6154
 
 

From: Jana Heisler-White <Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:24 PM
To: MCCULLOUGH, DAVID D GS-13 USAF ACC 319 CES/CEI <david.mccullough@us.af.mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Notification of proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, ND
 
Dear Mr. McCullough,
Please see the attached letter that SWCA Environmental Consultants is submitting on behalf of
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. for a proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, North Dakota. 
This letter serves as notification of the project under North Dakota Administrative Code Chapter 69-
06-05.  We respectively request any comments on the project from your agency within 30 days of
receiving this letter.
 
Sincerely,
Jana
 
 
Jana Heisler White, Ph.D. |  she, her, hers
Senior Ecologist
Natural Resources Lead | Sheridan, WY and Bismarck, ND

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Direct: 307.655.1152

mailto:david.mccullough@us.af.mil
mailto:Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com
mailto:diane.strom@us.af.mil
mailto:jeffrey.fuqua.1@us.af.mil
mailto:lance.landon.1@us.af.mil

SWCA | e





Mobile: 970.988.9360
jana.heislerwhite@swca.com
 

     
 
The contents of this email and any associated emails, information, and attachments are CONFIDENTIAL. Use or
disclosure without sender’s authorization is prohibited. If you are not an authorized recipient, please notify the
sender and then immediately delete the email and any attachments.
 

mailto:jana.heislerwhite@swca.com
http://www.swca.com/


From: Natalie Pierce
To: Jana Heisler-White
Cc: Andy Zachmeier
Subject: RE: MDU reroute in Mandan, ND
Date: Wednesday, December 30, 2020 1:31:56 PM
Attachments: image001.png

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside SWCA. Please use caution when
replying.

Hi Jana,
 
Thanks for the response. I see. So all the comments you’re looking for are regarding the thick red
and green lines (punctuated with square points), all on the west side of the river, correct? If that is
the case, we have no comment. We’ll have comments on the river crossing, assuming that is coming
later. Do you know who that communication would be coming from so I can watch out for it?
 
Thanks,
Natalie Pierce, CFM
Morton County
Director of Planning & Zoning

2916 37th Street NW
Mandan, ND 58554
Direct: 701-667-3361
 

From: Jana Heisler-White [mailto:Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 10:46 AM
To: Natalie Pierce
Subject: RE: MDU reroute in Mandan, ND
 
Hi Natalie,
Thanks for reaching out for clarification on this.  Please note, that the map is a little confusing in that
the section line as it crosses the Missouri River is shown with a thin red line and this should not be
interpreted as the proposed River crossing.  The two proposed new sections of transmission line are
indicated by the thicker red lines.  I apologize for the confusion, and please let me know if you have
any additional questions or want to further discuss.  New pole and line locations for the Missouri
River crossing will be permitted separately.
 
Thanks,
Jana
 
 
 

From: Natalie Pierce <natalie.pierce@mortonnd.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2020 8:33 AM

mailto:natalie.pierce@mortonnd.org
mailto:Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com
mailto:azachmeier@bis.midco.net

SWCA | e





To: Jana Heisler-White <Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com>
Subject: MDU reroute in Mandan, ND
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside SWCA. Please use caution when replying.

 

Hi Jana,
 
I received the attached letter from Morton County Commissioner Zachmeier. On October 16,
representatives from Morton, Mandan, Bismarck and the MPO had a conference call with MDU
representatives and their engineers regarding the proposed route for the power line over the
Missouri. I thought we had come to an understanding that the parties involved did not want the
power line to intersect with the proposed Northern Bridge corridor. The diagram you provided to

Commissioner Zachmeier does not seem to reflect that October 16th conversation.
 
Could you give me a call at your convenience so that I can understand where this reroute project is
at in the planning process?
 
Thank you,
Natalie Pierce, CFM
Morton County
Director of Planning & Zoning

2916 37th Street NW
Mandan, ND 58554
Direct: 701-667-3361
 

From: Jana Heisler-White <Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com>
Date: December 18, 2020 at 6:26:08 PM CST
To: azachmeier@bis.midco.net
Subject: Notification of proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, ND

﻿
Dear Mr. Zachmeier,
Please see the attached letter that SWCA Environmental Consultants is submitting on
behalf of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. for a proposed transmission line reroute in
Mandan, North Dakota.  This letter serves as notification of the project under North
Dakota Administrative Code Chapter 69-06-05.  We respectively request any comments
on the project from your agency within 30 days of receiving this letter.
 
Sincerely,
Jana
 
 
Jana Heisler White, Ph.D. |  she, her, hers
Senior Ecologist

mailto:Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com
mailto:azachmeier@bis.midco.net


Natural Resources Lead | Sheridan, WY and Bismarck, ND

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Direct: 307.655.1152
Mobile: 970.988.9360
jana.heislerwhite@swca.com
 

     
 
The contents of this email and any associated emails, information, and attachments are
CONFIDENTIAL. Use or disclosure without sender’s authorization is prohibited. If you are not an
authorized recipient, please notify the sender and then immediately delete the email and any
attachments.
 

mailto:jana.heislerwhite@swca.com
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Natural Resource Agency Evaluation Letters and Responses 

  



 

 

December 18, 2020 

Greg Link 

Chief, Conservation and Communication Division 

North Dakota Game and Fish Department 

100 North Bismarck Expressway 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

Re: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project 

Morton County, North Dakota 

Dear Mr. Link: 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (Montana-Dakota) is proposing to construct two new segments of 230-

kilovolt transmission line as part of the Mandan Transmission Line Reroute project (Project). The lengths 

of the two proposed segments are 0.60 and 0.47 mile. As shown on the enclosed Project location map, the 

first proposed segment of the transmission line will originate at the North Heskett substation and continue 

northeast for 0.11 mile before turning southeast for 0.25 mile and then southwest for 0.24 mile where it 

will connect to the existing transmission line. Poles 1 through 6 have already been placed as shown on the 

Project location map and are proposed to be conductored and wired in the future. The second proposed 

segment of the transmission line will begin at pole 10 and continue south for 0.13 mile and then east for 

0.28 mile before turning north for 0.60 mile to connect with the existing line that crosses the Missouri 

River. Poles 11 through 15 are proposed to be placed and constructed as shown on the Project location 

map.   

A Transmission Facility Permit Application will be submitted to the North Dakota Public Service 

Commission (PSC) under North Dakota Administrative Code Chapter 69-06-05. The Project study area is 

a 1-mile-wide corridor centered on the transmission line centerline in Morton County, Sections 10 and 15, 

Township 139 North, Range 81 West. Construction of the Project is scheduled to begin in the spring 

2021. Although the anticipated area required for placing the poles and conductoring and stringing the line 

is estimated to be a maximum of 200 feet on either side of the centerline, this area likely will be less and 

typically averages 50 to 100 feet. The pole structures themselves will be approximately 80 to 100 feet in 

height, with the wires strung approximately 60 to 80 feet above the ground surface. Both H-frame and 3-

pole guyed suspension and deadened structures will be used. Pole 15 is being placed as a temporary 

structure and is expected to be removed in 2022 when the transmission line crossing of the Missouri River 

is reconductored with some pole replacement.   

Due to the highly developed nature of the study area, which includes two existing substations, industrial 

buildings, a housing development, and other previously disturbed land, SWCA Environmental 

Consultants (SWCA) does not believe that the proposed Project poses a risk to threatened or endangered 

plant or animal species, species of conservation priority, or their habitats.  

SWCA is notifying the North Dakota Game and Fish Department of the proposed Project and offering the 

opportunity for comments. Information received from the North Dakota Game and Fish Department will 
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be used in a North Dakota PSC application that is being prepared for the Project. Please send your replies 

and/or requests for additional Project information within 30 days to:  

Jana Heisler-White, Project Manager 

SWCA Environmental Consultants 

201 Slate Drive, Suite 8 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 

(307) 655-1152 

jana.heislerwhite@swca.com  

Sincerely, 
 

 
Jana Heisler-White 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Proposed Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project location map. 
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Jana Heisler-White

From: Schumacher, John D. <jdschumacher@nd.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 5:16 PM
To: Jana Heisler-White
Subject: RE: Notification of proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, ND

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside SWCA. Please use caution when replying.  

 

Jana Heisler-White 
Project Manager 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
 
 
RE:     Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. – Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project 
 
The North Dakota Game and Fish Department has reviewed this project for wildlife concerns.  We do not 
believe it will have significant adverse effects on wildlife or wildlife habitat based on the information provided. 
 
 
J.D. Schumacher 
Resource Biologist 
 
701.328.6321     •     jdschumacher@nd.gov     •     gf.nd.gov 
 

 
 
 

From: Jana Heisler-White <Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com>  
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 4:04 PM 
To: Link, Greg W. <glink@nd.gov> 
Subject: RE: Notification of proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, ND 
 

***** CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know 
they are safe. ***** 

Mr. Link, 
I wanted to check back in with you to determine if North Dakota Game and Fish Department was indeed going to 
provide a comment on the Montana-Dakota Utilities’ proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan. 
 
Please let me know if you have a comment and/or comments are forthcoming. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jana 
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From: Link, Greg W. <glink@nd.gov>  
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2020 7:54 AM 
To: Jana Heisler-White <Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com> 
Subject: RE: Notification of proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, ND 
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside SWCA. Please use caution when replying.  

 

Jana, 
 
We have received your request for our agency’s review of the proposed Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. transmission 
line reroute in Mandan, North Dakota.  I have forwarded this request on to our project review team; they will 
assess the project for potential wildlife impacts and provide you with our avoidance, minimization, and 
mitigation recommendations.  
 
Thank you.  
G. Link 
 
Greg Link 
Division Chief, Conservation and Communications 
 
701.328.6331     •     glink@nd.gov     •     gf.nd.gov 
 

 
 

From: Jana Heisler-White <Jana.HeislerWhite@swca.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:30 PM 
To: Link, Greg W. <glink@nd.gov> 
Subject: Notification of proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, ND 
 

***** CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know 
they are safe. ***** 

Dear Mr. Link, 
Please see the attached letter that SWCA Environmental Consultants is submitting on behalf of Montana-Dakota Utilities 
Co. for a proposed transmission line reroute in Mandan, North Dakota.  This letter serves as notification of the project 
under North Dakota Administrative Code Chapter 69-06-05.  We respectively request any comments on the project from 
your agency within 30 days of receiving this letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jana 
 
 
Jana Heisler White, Ph.D. |  she, her, hers 
Senior Ecologist 
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Natural Resources Lead | Sheridan, WY and Bismarck, ND 
 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
Direct: 307.655.1152 
Mobile: 970.988.9360  
jana.heislerwhite@swca.com 
 

      
 
The contents of this email and any associated emails, information, and attachments are CONFIDENTIAL. Use or disclosure without 
sender’s authorization is prohibited. If you are not an authorized recipient, please notify the sender and then immediately delete the 
email and any attachments. 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT 

NORTH DAKOTA REGULATORY OFFICE 
3319 UNIVERSITY DRIVE 

BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58504-7565 

Printed on               Recycled Paper 

 
December 30, 2020 
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SWCA 
Attn: Ms. Jana Heisler-White 
201 Slate Drive, Suite 8 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 
 
Dear Ms. Heisler-White: 
        
     This is in response to your solicitation letter received on December 18, 2020 
requesting Department of the Army (DA), United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) comments on the proposed Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Transmission 
Line Reroute Project.  The project site is located in Section 10, Township 139 North, 
Range 81 West, City of Mandan, Morton County, North Dakota. 
 
     Corps Regulatory Offices administers Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act regulates the discharge of dredge or fill material (temporarily 
or permanently) in waters of the United States.  Waters of the United States may 
include, but are not limited to, rivers, streams, ditches, coulees, lakes, ponds, and their 
adjacent wetlands.  Fill material includes, but is not limited to, rock, sand, soil, clay, 
plastics, construction debris, wood chips, overburden from mines or other excavation 
activities and materials used to create any structure or infrastructure in waters of the 
United States. 
 
     Enclosed for your information is the fact sheet for Nationwide Permit 12, Utility Line 
Activities.   Utility lines are already authorized by Nationwide Permit 12 provided the 
utility line can be placed without any change to pre-construction contours and all other 
proposed construction activities and facilities are in compliance with the Nationwide’s 
permit conditions and 401 Water Quality Certification.  On Tribal Lands, Water Quality 
Certification is denied for all Nationwide Permits.  Applicants must work with EPA to 
obtain individual water quality certification.  Please note the pre-construction notification 
requirements on page 2 of the fact sheet.  If a project involves any one of the seven 
notification requirements, the project proponent must submit a DA application.  
Furthermore, a project must also be in compliance with the “Regional Conditions for 
Nationwide Permits within the State of North Dakota”, found on pages 18 thru 21 of the 
fact sheet.   
 
     In the event your project(s) requires approval from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and cannot be authorized by Nationwide Permit(s), a Standard or Individual Permit will 
be required.  A project that requires a Standard or Individual Permit is intensely 



reviewed and will require the issuance of a public notice.  A Standard or Individual 
Permit generally requires a minimum of 120 days for processing but based on the 
project impacts and comments received through the public notice may extend well 
beyond 120 days. 
 
     This correspondence letter does not approve the proposed construction work or 
does not verify the proposed project complies with the Nationwide Permit(s).       
 
     If any of these projects require a Section 404 permit, please complete and submit the 
enclosed Department of the Army permit application (ENG Form 6082) to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, North Dakota Regulatory Office, 3319 University Drive, North 
Dakota 58504 or to the email address (preferred) below.  If you are unsure if a permit is 
required, you may submit an application; include a project location map, description of 
work, and construction methodology.  
 
     Due to precautions taken in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, The North Dakota 
Regulatory office prefers that all submissions are sent electronically to the following 
email address: CENWO-OD-RND@usace.army.mil instead of a hard copy by mail.  
Please split large attachments (>25 MB) into multiple emails if needed. 
 
     If we can be of further assistance or should you have any questions regarding our 
program, please do not hesitate to contact this office by letter of phone at (701) 255-
0015.   
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Patricia L. McQueary 
      State Program Manager 
       North Dakota 
 
Enclosure 
   ENG Form 6082 
   Fact Sheet NWP 12 
    
 



 

 

December 18, 2020 

Jerry Reinisch 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

3425 Miriam Drive 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

Re: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project 

Morton County, North Dakota 

Dear Mr. Reinisch: 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (Montana-Dakota) is proposing to construct two new segments of 230-

kilovolt transmission line as part of the Mandan Transmission Line Reroute project (Project). The lengths 

of the two proposed segments are 0.60 and 0.47 mile. As shown on the enclosed Project location map, the 

first proposed segment of the new transmission line will originate at the North Heskett substation and 

continue northeast for 0.11 mile before turning southeast for 0.25 mile and then southwest for 0.24 mile 

where it will connect to the existing transmission line. Poles 1 through 6 have already been placed as 

shown on the Project location map and are proposed to be conductored and wired in the future. The 

second proposed segment of the transmission line will begin at pole 10 and continue south for 0.13 mile 

and then east for 0.28 mile before turning north for 0.60 mile to connect with the existing line that crosses 

the Missouri River. Poles 11 through 15 are proposed to be placed and constructed as shown on the 

Project location map.   

A Transmission Facility Permit Application will be submitted to the North Dakota Public Service 

Commission (PSC) under North Dakota Administrative Code Chapter 69-06-05. The Project study area is 

a 1-mile-wide corridor centered on the transmission line centerline in Morton County, Sections 10 and 15, 

Township 139 North, Range 81 West. Construction of the Project is scheduled to begin in the spring 

2021. Although the anticipated area required for placing the poles and conductoring and stringing the line 

is estimated to be a maximum of 200 feet on either side of the centerline, this area likely will be less and 

typically averages 50 to 100 feet. The pole structures themselves will be approximately 80 to 100 feet in 

height, with the wires strung approximately 60 to 80 feet above the ground surface. Both H-frame and 3-

pole guyed suspension and deadened structures will be used. Pole 15 is being placed as a temporary 

structure and is expected to be removed in 2022 when the transmission line crossing of the Missouri River 

is reconductored with some pole replacement.   

SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) requested a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) report for the study area (enclosed). Six federally listed 

species were identified in the IPaC report: northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; threatened); 

least tern (Sterna antillarum; endangered); piping plover (Charadrius melodus; threatened); rufa red knot 

(Calidris canutus rufa; threatened); whooping crane (Grus americana; endangered); and pallid sturgeon 

(Scaphirhynchus albus; endangered). Due to the highly developed nature of the study area, which 

includes two existing substations, an existing transmission line, industrial buildings, a housing 



Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project 
Morton County, North Dakota 

2 

development, and other previously disturbed land, SWCA does not believe that the proposed Project 

poses a risk to threatened or endangered species or their habitats. 

SWCA is notifying the USFWS of the proposed Project and offering the opportunity for comments. 

Information received from the USFWS will be used in a North Dakota PSC application being prepared for 

the Project. Please send your replies and/or requests for additional Project information within 30 days to:  

Jana Heisler-White, Project Manager 

SWCA Environmental Consultants 

201 Slate Drive, Suite 8 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 

(307) 655-1152 

jana.heislerwhite@swca.com  

Sincerely, 

 
Jana Heisler-White 

Enclosure: Project Location Map 

IPaC Report 

 

jreinisch
No Objection
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Proposed Mandan Transmission Line Reroute Project location map. 
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\FD]Ĉ_Ax

yz{z
|}~}{z{}���wBF
fFGu@EF�A
YbdFED@uF
Yi
WCXX@̂e
\FD]Ĉ_A
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ĈC]cA@An

621;0H3/12
1�12814/
H1/934:pr��kpr��jpr��jv621;0H3/12
�54:pk�?vpk�?Bpqfjv2<�12<41o�q��ogf�jo�qfjo�q��k
ia]]
_FAEG@XD@Ŷ
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APPENDIX D 

Class I and Class III Cultural Resource Inventory Report and 
State Historical Society of North Dakota Correspondence 




