Memorandum

To:  Commissioners Julie Fedorchak and Randy Christmann
From: Adam Renfandt
Date: January 25, 2022

Re:  Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (MDU), 230 kV Transmission Line - Morton County,
Siting Application, Case No. PU-21-151

On January 18, 2022, MDU filed a request to remove frozen topsoil to place pole
structures 11 through 15 as identified on the attached map. Pursuant to provision 11 to
the Certification Relating to Order Provisions — Transmission Facility Siting attached to
the December 29, 2021 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order, such a request
must be approved by the Commission.

MDU's request indicated that they intend to remove the frozen topsoil using an auger to
carefully break up the soil in a diameter not to exceed 48 inches, and that they will then
accumulate and separately store the topsoil from the subsoil.

Since MDU intends to use an auger to carefully break up the frozen soil to determine the
appropriate depth of topsoil, | believe topsoil will be properly segregated from subsoil
during the excavation and subsequent replacement of topsoil, Staff recommends
approval of MDU'’s request.
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