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�
ended�in�2018.��A�small�tract�(less�than�1�acre)�of�industrial/commercial�land�that�contains�an�electric�
tower�was�reclaimed�in�2012�and�the�minimum�10-year�responsibility�period�will�end�in�2022.��Falkirk�
anticipates�submitting�the�bond�release�application�in�late�2021�or�early�2022�so�the�small�tract�reclaimed�
in�2012�will�meet�the�minimum�10-year�responsibility�period�before�the�proposed�bond�release�
application�is�approved.��Most�of�this�reclamation�tract,�including�the�variance�request�areas,�was�mined.��
Approval�of�this�variance�request�will�allow�Falkirk�to�pursue�final�bond�release�two�years�earlier�than�
otherwise�allowed�for�the�stockpile�areas�reclaimed�in�2014.��The�variance�area�has�been�used�for�annual�
crop�production�since�being�reclaimed�and�the�cropping�and�conservation�methods�practiced�on�the�tract�
have�been�typical�for�the�region.��The�variance�request�included�productivity�information�for�the�crop�
fields�containing�the�variance�area.��The�yield�information�for�the�entire�SW1/4�of�Section�22�(including�
the�variance�areas)�indicates�that�the�productivity�has�been�restored�and�would�meet�the�applicable�
performance�standards.���
�
A�map�of�the�variance�areas�and�the�adjacent�reclaimed�cropland�is�attached.��The�proposed�variance�areas�
were�inspected�May�18,�2021�and�no�issues�were�identified�during�the�field�inspection.��Based�on�the�field�
inspection�and�the�information�contained�in�the�variance�request,�the�Reclamation�Division�recommends�
approval�of�this�request�for�a�variance�from�the�10-year�performance�bond�responsibility�period�for�11.3�
acres�of�reclaimed�land�in�Section�22�of�Permit�NAFK-8405.�
�
A�motion�and�an�approval�form�are�attached�for�your�consideration�at�the�June�23,�2021,�Commission�
meeting.�
�
�
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