POBox1010
3180Hwy22 N
Dickinson,ND 58601
(701)483-9235-Office

July 27, 2021

Executive Director

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 East Boulevard Ave, Dept 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Re: PU-21-241 and PU-21-305
Dear Mr. Renfandt:

| am responding to your letters of July 13" concerning Case Numbers PU-21-241 and
PU-21-305 regarding ND One Call Complaints against BEK Consulting submitted by
Montana Dakota Utilities Company. Corresponding locate tickets are 21079676 for PU-
21-241 and 2179680 for PU-21-305.

Prior to starting any project, the first step we take is to call in locates. Attachment #1 is a
site plan sheet showing the limits of the project. The site plan has been color coded and
labeled, identifying the locate ticket associated with each colored area. Sheet two lists the
labeled areas and the locate tickets pulled for each area. Once the locates are called in
and the areas were located, we hired a vac-service company and we potholed and
exposed the utilities in the areas we needed to install sanitary or storm sewer and the
areas where sub-cutting was required to bring the planned road sub-grade to the proper
elevation. The elevation of the utility exposed was recorded and compared to the plan
elevation of the road subgrade, sanitary and storm sewer, to determine if there was a
conflict and if the utility needed to be re-located.

Attachment #2 shows the areas of the project that were potholed, and the elevation of the
utility recorded. BEK incurred over $20,000 in vac-service expense pre-locating utilities
before we began actual excavation operations. These were not the only potholing
locations performed. While excavating for the sanitary and storm sewer installation work,
or sub-cutting for the road grade, probing and hand digging was performed when the
excavation work approached the utility to verify the location and elevation of the utility
was not in conflict with our work.
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As is on every project, the plans a contractor is given to build a project, showing existing
buried utilities, are only as good as the information available to the engineer designing
the project. This information comes from the utility companies that installed the utilities
into the ground originally and from as-builts of previous projects performed. Another factor
is how the utility was installed, did they maintain an even depth, straight line or did they
weave around or go up over obstacles under the ground. During our exploration work, we
found unmarked utilities on the opposite side of the road from where they were shown on
the plans and utilities that changed elevation by a couple of feet within a distance of 10—
15 feet.

In the complaints filed by MDU, both gas and electric utilities (overhead) were involved.
In several areas where space was tight, we requested the overhead line be de-energized
or be provided with a guard over the line to prevent arcing, which was denied. After the
incident where our excavator took out two phases of the primary on an overhead line, we
shut the project down until after the 4™ of July Holiday. Prior to starting operations again,
we brought in signs warning of overhead lines and constructed a set of two poles with a
rope between with ribbons attached to alert our workers of the overhead dangers
(Attachment #3). We have since added two more sets of these overhead alert devices to
prevent further incidents.

The incidents with the gas ufilities involved our grading crew resnansible for sub-cutting
the streets to bring the subgrade to the plan elevation. | question MDU’s comments
regarding the two steel service lines found damaged and their innuendo that the crew
was trying to hide the damage and not report it. It is not known when it was struck and if
you have an exposed service line sticking out for the whole world to see it a very good
indication you are not trying to hide and not report it. After the last hit, it was evident that
there was something lacking on the grading crew. The incident resulted in the dismissal
and replacement of grading foreman, the operator was taken for a drug and alcohol
screening and a letter of reprimand in his personnel file. We spent time with the crew
reviewing and discussing the issues that them to that point how we will move forward and
reviewed safe work practices.

Lonnie Kern, owner of BEK Consulting has over 20 years of experience in this type of
work and his priority is the safety of his employees and the public. The accusation by
MDU that BEK is blatantly hitting their utilities is defamatory and unfounded. Attachment
#4 is a picture of one of MDU’s excavations relocating one of their gas lines where they
trenched through two sewer lines and a fiber line. Brings to mind John 8:7.

Respectfully

J oV Counic

Keith Reiss
Safety Manager

Enc:
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2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#71 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

List
Constructability Review

Description

Waterline elev. 1266.2
Fiber elev. 1270.15

Assignees
stevev@bekweb.com

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 9:34 AM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 9:36 AM

#74 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

List
Constructability Review

Description
Gas elev. 2172.10

Created

Jun 7, 2021 9:40 AM
stevev@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 9:40 AM

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#75 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
Gas elev. 2179.17

Photos

20210607_094846_photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7, 2021 9:48 AM

Assignees
stevev@bekweb.com

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 9:48 AM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 9:54 AM

Sheet
STS-18

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#77 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
Gas elev. 2182.58

Photos

20210607_095030_photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7. 2021 9:50 AM

Assignees
stevev@bekweb.com

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 9:49 AM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 9:55 AM

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#78 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
Gas elev. 2182.26

20210607_110859_photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7, 2021 11:08 AM

Assignees
stevev@bekweb.com

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 11:08 AM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 11:10 AM

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#80 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
Fiber elev. 2180.18

Photos

20210607_110928 photo
Briar Vagel
Jun 7, 2021 11:09 AM

Assignees
stevev@bekweb.com

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 11:09 AM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 11:11 AM

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#82 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
Gas elev.2184.81

Photos

20210607_111749_photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7. 2021 11:17 AM

Assignees
stevev@bekweb.com

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 11:52 AM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 12:21 PM

Sheet
SS-2

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Created with PlanGrid




2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#83 Utility Elevation

Status Assignees

Open stevev@bekweb.com

Type Watchers

Issue stevev@bekweb.com

Description Created

Gas elev. 2184.3 Jun 7, 2021 12:34 PM
briarv@bekweb.com
Last Updated

Jun 7, 2021 12:36 PM

L - .
20210607 _123553 photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7, 2021 12:35 PM

Prepared by Briar Vogel 10 Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#85 Utility Elevation

Status Assignees

Open stevev@bekweb.com

Type Watchers

Issue stevev@bekweb.com

Description Created

Gas elev. 2186.40 Jun7,202112:43 PM
briarv@bekweb.com
Last Updated

Jun 7, 2021 12:48 PM

20210607 124834 photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7, 2021 12:48 PM

Prepared by Briar Vogel 11

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#87 Utility Elevation

Status Assignees

Open stevev@bekweb.com

Type Watchers

Issue stevev@bekweb.com

Description Created

Fiber elev. 2185.11 Jun7, 2021 12:44 PM
briarv@bekweb.com
Last Updated

Jun 7, 2021 12:49 PM

Photos

20210607_124857 photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7, 2021 12:49 PM

Prepared by Briar Vogel 12

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

“84 Utility Elevation

Status Assignees Sheet

Open stevev@bekweb.com STS-19

Type Watchers

Issue stevev@bekweb.com
briarv@bekweb.com

Description

Fiber elev. 2186.74 Created

Bigger fiber elev. 2185.96 Jun 7, 2021 12:45 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

20210607_125439_photo
Briar Vogel

Jun 7, 2021 12:55 PM

Prepared by Briar Vogel 13 Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#91 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description

Gas elev.2185.34
Fiber elev.2182.53

Photos

20210607_125520 photo
Briar Vogel
Jun 7, 2021 12:55 PM

Assignees Sheet
stevev@bekweb.com STS-19

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 12:46 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 12:55 PM

#92 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Assignees Sheet
stevev@bekweb.com STS-8
Watchers

stevev@bekweb.com

14 Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Description
Gas elev. 2185.33

Created

Jun 7, 2021 3:53 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 3:53 PM

#94 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
Gas elev. 2184.15

Assignees
stevev@bekweb.com

Watchers
stevev@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 3:53 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 7, 2021 3:54 PM

#95 Utility Elevation

Status
Closed

Type
Issue

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Assignees
richardp@bekweb.com

Watchers
richardp@bekweb.com

Created
Jun 7, 2021 6:46 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated

15

Sheet
STS-15

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Jun 8, 2021 5:41 PM

Closed At

Jun 8, 2021
#97 Utility Elevation
Status Assignees Sheet
Closed richardp@bekweb.com STS-15
Type Watchers
Issue richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 6:49 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 8, 2021 5:41 PM

Closed At
Jun 8, 2021
#99 Utility Elevation
Status Assignees Sheet
Closed richardp@bekweb.com STS-15
Type Watchers
Issue richardp@bekweb.com
Created
Jun 7, 2021 6:49 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Last Updated

16

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Jun 8, 2021 5:41 PM

Closed At
Jun 8, 2021
#101 Utility Elevation
Status Assignhees
Closed richardp@bekweb.com
Type Watchers
Issue richardp@bekweb.com
Created
Jun 7, 2021 7:.02 PM
briarv@bekweb.com
Last Updated

Jun 8, 2021 5:41 PM

Closed At

Jun 8, 2021
#103 Utility Elevation
Status Assignees
Closed richardp@bekweb.com STS-11

G RN =

Type Watchers By s f;’;' : L
Issue richardp@bekweb.com e

Created

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Jun 7, 2021 7:03 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated

17

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Jun 8, 2021 5:41 PM

Closed At

Jun 8, 2021
#105 Utility Elevation
Status Assignees Sheet
Open richardp@bekweb.com STS-22
Type Watchers | = Y S ——y
Issue richardp@bekweb.com ' %; -} Jpl

e — N 0 S U |

Description Created eSS - F

Gas elev. 2195.981

Jun 7, 2021 7:04 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 10:00 PM

#107 Utility Elevation

Status
Closed

Type
Issue

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Assignees
richardp@bekweb.com

Watchers
richardp@bekweb.com

Created
Jun 7, 2021 7:04 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 8, 2021 5:41 PM

Closed At

18

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street improvements

Jun 8, 2021
Utility Elevation

Status Assignees

Open richardp@bekweb.com

Type Watchers

Issue richardp@bekweb.com

Description Created

Gas elev 2197.433 Jun 7, 2021 7:04 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Undated

Jul 26, 2021 9:59 PM

#1171 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
Gas elev. 2198.195

Assignees
richardp@bekweb.com

Watchers
richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 7:05 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 9:58 PM

#115 Utility Elevation

Status

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Assignees

19

Sheet

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Open

Type
Issue

Description
Gas elev. 2189.099

richardp@bekweb.com

Watchers
richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 7:06 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 9:56 PM

#116 Utility Elevation

Status
Closed

Type
Issue

Assignees
richardp@bekweb.com

Watchers
richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 7:06 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 8, 2021 5:40 PM

Closed At

Jun 8, 2021
#118 Utility Elevation
Status Assignees Sheet
Closed richardp@bekweb.com STS-10
Type Watchers

Prepared by Briar Vogel

20

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Issue

richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 7:12 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 8, 2021 5:40 PM

Closed At
Jun 8, 2021

#120 Utility Elevation

tn
N A W

Closed

Type
Issue

Assignees

richardp@bekweb.com

Watchers
richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 7:12 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 8, 2021 5:40 PM

Closed At
Jun 8, 2021
#122 Utility Elevation
Status Assignees Sheet
Closed richardp@bekweb.com STS-12
Type Watchers

Prepared by Briar Vogel

21

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Issue

richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 7:14 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 8, 2021 5:40 PM

Closed At
Jun 8, 2021
#124 Utility Elevation
Status Assignees
Closed richardp@bekweb.com
Type Watchers
Issue richardp@bekweb.com

Created

Jun 7, 2021 7:14 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 8, 2021 5:40 PM

Closed At
Jun 8, 2021
#125 Utility Elevation
Status Created Sheet
Open Jun 9, 2021 2:49 PM STS-20
briarv@bekweb.com
Type

Prepared by Briar Vogel

22

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

Issue Last Updated

! Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM
Description

Gas elev. 2185.011

Sewer elev.2185.418

#127 Utility Elevation

Status Created
Open Jun 9, 2021 2:50 PM
briarv@bekweb.com
Type
Issue Last Updated
Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM
Description

Gas elev west and south
elev. 2187.892, 2188.369

#129 Utility Elevation

Status Assignees

Open stevev@bekweb.com

Type Watchers

Issue stevev@bekweb.com

Description Created

Gas elev. 2205.947 Jun 24, 2021 1:27 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jun 24, 2021 1:28 PM

Prepared by Briar Vogel 23 Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#137 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
2187.810 gas elevation

Created

Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM

#138 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
2187.566 fiber elevation

Created

Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM

#139 Utility Elevation

Status
Open

Type
Issue

Description
2184.45 gas elev

Prepared by Briar Vogel

Created

Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM
briarv@bekweb.com

Last Updated
Jul 21, 2021 1:.07 PM

26

Sheet
STS-19

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#140 Utility Elevation

Status Created Sheet
Open Jul 21, 2021 1:.07 PM STS-19

briarv@bekweb.com _
Type o, |
Issue Last Updated = v

Jul 21, 2021 1:07 PM N T
Description q
2184.23 fiber )
#1471 Utility Elevation
Status Created Sheet
Open Jul 26, 2021 9:39 PM PP-27

briarv@bekweb.com
Type
Issue Last Updated

Jul 26, 2021 9:39 PM
Description

Gas elev. 2221.359

Prepared by Briar Vogel

27

Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

142 Utility Elevation

Status Created Sheet

Open Jul 26, 2021 9:40 PM PP-27
briarv@bekweb.com

Type
Issue Last Updated

Jul 26, 2021 9:41 PM
Description

Gas elev. 2229.443

=143 Utility Elevation

Status . Created Sheet
Open Jul 26, 2021 9:41 PM PP-27
briarv@bekweb.com
Type
Issue Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 9:42 PM
Description

Gas elev. 2213.122

#144 Utility Elevation

Status Created Sheet
Open Jul 26, 2021 9:44 PM STS-16
briarv@bekweb.com
Type
Issue Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 9:45 PM
Description

Gas elev. 2205.030

Prepared by Briar Vogel 28 Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#145 Utility Elevation

Status Created
Open Jul 26, 2021 9:47 PM
briarv@bekweb.com
Type
Issue Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 9:47 PM
Description
Gas elev. 2205.939

#146 Utility Elevation

Status Created
Open Jul 26, 2021 9:50 PM
briarv@bekweb.com
Type
Issue Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 9:50 PM
Description

Gas elev. 2235.30

Prepared by Briar Vogel 29 Created with PlanGrid



2108 Alexander Street Improvements

#147 Utility Elevation

Status Created Sheet
Open Jul 26, 2021 9:51 PM PP-20
briarv@bekweb.com
Type -
Issue Last Updated = RS
Jul 26, 2021 9:51 PM s ~ 5. T
Description —— L Nl
Gas elev. 2186.64 Y ;_’;*-: s
o N
#148 Utility Elevation
Status Created Sheet
Open Jul 26, 2021 9:56 PM STS-20
briarv@bekweb.com
Type
Issue Last Updated
Jul 26, 2021 9:56 PM
Description

Gas elev. 2189.202

Prepared by Briar Vogel

30

Created with PlanGrid
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Attachment #4












