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An Equal Opportunity Employer 

August 9, 2021 

Steve Kahl 

Director of Administration/Executive Secretary     

North Dakota Public Service Commission  

State Capitol

600 East Boulevard Avenue Dept. 408 

Bismarck, ND  58505-0480  

RE: Otter Tail Power Company’s Application for Approval of Joint Application for 

Service Area Agreement and Petition for Certificate of Public Convenience and 

Necessity 

Case No. PU-21- 

Initial Filing 

Dear Mr. Kahl: 

Enclosed please find Otter Tail Power Company’s (Otter Tail) and Northern Plains Electric 

Cooperative (Northern Plains) (collectively, the “Parties”), Joint Application for Approval of 

Service Area Agreement and Petition for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity.   

The Parties’ Exhibit 2 to the Joint Application contains trade secret information. In accordance 

with N.D. Admin. Code § 69-02-09-02, an Application for Trade Secret Protection is being 

provided along with a single copy of the trade secret version of Exhibit 2 in a sealed envelope 

marked PROTECTED INFORMATION – PRIVATE. 

Enclosed please find an original and seven (7) copies along with the $10,000 filing fee. 

An electronic copy of this filing is being sent to you at ndpsc@nd.gov.  Please feel free to 

contact me at (218) 739-8595 or dprazak@otpco.com if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

/s/DAVID G. PRAZAK 

David G. Prazak 

Supervisor, Pricing 

tlk 

Enclosures 

By electronic filing 
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5. 

The Service Area Agreement is in the public interest by, among other matters: (a) creating the 
certainty necessary for both applicants to plan and operate efficiently within the service territory 
granted to them; (b) establishing specific resolution to the respective service areas which will avoid 
unreasonable duplication of electric facilities; and ( c) establishing agreements which will help avoid 
territorial disputes between the parties their service in the vicinity of the City of Jamestown. 

6. 

For the reasons more fully set forth above, the applicants believe that it is proper and in the public 
interest for the Commission to approve the Service Area Agreement and grant Otter Tail a Certificate 
of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing it to extend its plant and system within the service 
territory granted to Otter Tail under the Service Area Agreement. 

WHEREFORE, applicants request that the North Dakota Public Service Commission enter an 
Order: 

(A) Approving the Service Area Agreement m accordance with N.D.C.C. Section 49-03-06;

(B) Granting to Otter Tail a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity in accordance with
N.D.C.C. Section 49-03-01, authorizing it to extend its plant and System and to provide
electric service to service locations within the Otter Tail service area set forth in the Service
Area Agreement;

(C) Granting such other relief as the Commission may deem lawful, just and proper.

Dated: August 9, 2021 

Dated: August 6, 2021 

Respectfully submitted, 

OTTER TAILPOWER 

COMPANY 

Isl Cary Stephenson 

Cary Stephenson 
Associate General Counsel  
Robert M. Endris
Associate General Counsel
Pro Hac Vice pending

Respectfully submitted, 

NORT NS ELECTRIC 

coo �� -
l �-
J 

ts: General Counsel 
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Joint Application 

Otter Tail Power Company and 

Northern Plains Electric Cooperative 

Inc. for  approval of a Service Area 

Agreement covering the area near 

Jamestown, North Dakota  under NDCC 

§ 49-03-06

Joint Application for Approval of 

Service Area Agreement Under 

N.D.C.C. § 49-03- 06 and for a

Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity Under N.D.C.C. § 49-03-01

Case No. PU-21- 

APPLICATION FOR TRADE SECRET PROTECTION 

Pursuant to N.D. Admin. Code Chapter 69-02-09, Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) 

respectfully requests that the Commission issue a trade secret protective order in the above-

referenced case.  The purpose of the requested protective order is to protect against public 

disclosure of trade secret or proprietary information, as defined by NDCC §§ 47-25.1-01(4) and 

44-04-18.4.

The specific information for which Otter Tail seeks trade secret protection includes the 

following items contained in the Joint Application and exhibits attached thereto, filed in the 

above referenced case: 

• Reference to the location of the prospective customer’s facility and specific provisions of

the Service Area Agreement.

• Exhibit 2, the Service Area Agreement, including the map attached to the Service Area

Agreement.

This information has been marked as TRADE SECRET in the Application. 

The above-referenced information is not publicly available, is confidential business 

information, and was prepared specifically for Otter Tail with data inputs unique to Otter Tail 

and the prospective customer.  The confidentiality of this information has been maintained by 

Otter Tail.  Otter Tail is bound by the terms of a non-disclosure agreement to protect information 



provided to it by its prospective customer.  The information, therefore, is not readily 

ascertainable by proper means by other persons. 

Vendors and competitors would have an opportunity to obtain economic value from 

disclosure or use of the information, to the detriment of the prospective customer, Otter Tail and 

the customers we serve.  If publicly available, competitors to the prospective customer, vendors 

and others could use the information to their advantage in competing for project procurement 

opportunities and competitors could use the information to Otter Tail’s detriment. 

In accordance with N.D. Admin. Code § 69-02-09-02, one copy of the trade secret 

material is provided in the enclosed sealed envelope labeled PROTECTED INFORMATION – 

PRIVATE. 

Respectfully submitted this 9th day of August 2021 

OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY 

/s/ CARY STEPHENSON 

Cary Stephenson 

Associate General Counsel 

Robert M. Endris 

Associate General Counsel 

Pro Hac Vice pending 

Otter Tail Power Company 

215 South Cascade Street 

Fergus Falls, MN 56537 


	JA_01_Cover Letter_joint app for SAA Application_PUBLIC
	JA_02_Joint Application_Signed_PUBLIC
	JA_03_EXHIBIT 1_to joint app_NPEC Articles of Incorporation
	JA_04_OTP-Northern Plains Service Area Agrmt_NOT PUBLICre APLD matter_EXECUTED_PUBLIC
	JA_05_OTP_Trade_Secret_Application_Jamestown



