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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Financial Incentive – Power Purchase Agreement 
Rates 

Case No. PU-21-373

 
ADVOCACY STAFF’S PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AND ORDER 
 

February 23, 2022 
 

Commissioners Julie Fedorchak and Randy Christmann 
 
Paul Sanderson, Evenson Sanderson, PC,1100 College Drive, Suite 5, 

Bismarck, ND 58501, appearing on behalf of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.  
 
Brian L. Johnson, Legal Counsel, Public Service Commission, State Capitol, 600 

E. Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505, appearing on behalf of Public Service 
Commission Advocacy Staff. 
 

John M. Schuh, General Counsel, Public Service Commission, State Capitol,600 
E. Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505, appearing on behalf of the Public 
Service Commission Advisory Staff. 

 
Hope Hogan, Administrative Law Judge, Office of Administrative Hearings, 2911 

North 14th Street, Suite 303, Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 as Procedural Hearing 
Officer.  

 
Preliminary Statement 

 
 On May 4, 2020 and July 22, 2020 Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (MDU) entered 
into two PPA’s with Minnkota Power Cooperative (Minnkota) to become effective June 
of 2021.  
 

On August 1, 2021, North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 49-06-02 was 
amended and reenacted adding section 4 which states: “To recover costs in rates, 
including a financial incentive set at a reasonable rate for power purchase agreements 
of a dispatchable on demand generating unit, plant, or facility deemed to protect grid 
reliability.  
 

On August 18, 2021, MDU filed for Commission approval, a financial incentive 
related to two power purchase agreements (PPA) with Minnkota for the purchase of 
electric capacity and energy from the Milton R Young Unit 1 coal-fired electric 
generation facility.  
 








