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CO2leaks worry Sask. farmers
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A Saskatchewan farm couple says greenhouse gases that were supposed to be stored
permanently underground are leaking out, killing animals and sending groundwater foaming
to the surface like shaken-up soda pop.

Cameron and Jane Kerr, who own land above the Weyburn oilfield in eastern Saskatchewan,
have released a consultant's report that claims to link high concentrations of carbon dioxide in
their soil to gas injected underground every day.

"We've lost a home, we've got a back yard full of sand and gravel that we don't think we can
sell," Cameron Kerr told CBC News Tuesday.

Energy giant Cenovus injects 8,000 tonnes of the gas every day in an attempt to enhance oil
recovery and fight climate change.

Cameron Kerr says ponds on his land have developed algae blooms, clots of foam and scum,
while small animals have been found dead a few metres away.
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Cenovus told CBC News Tuesday they have done their own studies, which show no leaks.

"We've had some of the top experts in the world looking at this field, no one has found a
problem," Rhona Delfari, communications manager for Cenovus, said Tuesday.

"l haven't seen any evidence that it's not safe," Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall said Tuesday,
when asked about the claims made by the Kerrs.

The Saskatchewan NDP government had agreed to conduct a year-long study to find out what
was going on, but that hasn't happened since the government changed in 2007.

Wall's minister of energy and resources, Bill Boyd, said Tuesday the government would look
into the concerns raised by the Kerrs, but the carbon sequestration initiative would not be
halted.

"If you're going to essentially slow down industry or have a significant economic impact on the
province because of somebody's maybe not-so-well founded ... concern, | think we have to be
very careful about those circumstances,” Boyd said.

The suggestion that the Weyburn capture-and-storage project might be leaking could have
implications for similar projects that try to store carbon underground, a technique being
studied around the world with billions of dollars of public financing.

CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices | About CBC News

Corrections and clarifications | Submit a news tip | Report error ~

Popular Now in News

1 Chinawarns U.S. to stop containment or risk ‘conflict'

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/co2-leaks-worry-sask-farmers-1.977078 2/4



3/7/23, 11:09 AM CO2 leaks worry Sask. farmers | CBC News

4 Parents say daughter died after mental-health system failed her

336 reading now

5 GO PUBLIC

TD Bank customer lost $480 after e-transfer cancelled — despite having autodeposit

312 reading now

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

i

s A OUEST ‘

China warns U.S. to stop Cain's Quest cancelled amid Canada'’s single-use plastic ban
containment or risk ‘conflict’ concerns about weather and faces its first legal test

safety )
News - World David Thurton

News - Canada - Nfld. & Labrador News - Politics

F

-#

R G

SN
- u.t\s\ \\Q‘%\g&

h ‘,\ 4-‘ ~.

1 woman dead, another in hospital after Parents say daughter died after mental-health
shooting in West End Winnipeg system failed her

News - Canada - Manitoba Josh Hoffman

News - Canada - Nova Scotia

https://iwww.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/co2-leaks-worry-sask-farmers-1.977078 3/4



3/7/23, 11:09 AM CO2 leaks worry Sask. farmers | CBC News

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/co2-leaks-worry-sask-farmers-1.977078 4/4



