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Exclusive Investigation: Legislators Summoned 
To Private Meeting On Carbon Capture 
Widely-circulated email/text "invite-only legislator-only" event designed to lobby and 
recruit legislative support for Carbon Capture project under the guise of "education". 
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Is That $300,000 Grant Already Being Used For 
Unethical (And Possibly Illegal) Lobbying Efforts? 

Share 

Yesterday, I received an anonymous text from who I believe to be a legislator, showing an 

invitation sent to "Legislators Only" with a two-meeting schedule for a "fireside chat" with 

Harold Hamm, and Bruce Rastetter at the NDSU Memorial Hall in Fargo and at U-Mary in 

Bismarck. 
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"The goal of this event is to arm 
legislators with data and facts to 
better inform their constituents on 
the threats to the Energy Industry 
and the future of North Dakota." 

This will be a "fireside" chat with 
Harold and Bruce hosted by Kathy 
Neset and Scott Hennen. It's being 
billed as "America 's Oil Champion 
and Ag Champion Together. " 

Fargo Event Details: 

Coffee: 8am. 
Program: 8:30-9:30. 
Q & A: 9:30-10:00. -----
Social : 10-10:30. 
Location: NDSU Memorial 

Theater 
Legislators Only. 

Bismarck Event Details: 

Light lunch: Noon-12:30. 
Program: 12:30-1:30. 
Q & A: 1:30-2:00. ---
Social: 2:00-2:30. ----
Location: U Mary 
Legislators Only. 

·s Summoned To Private Meeting On Carbon Capture 

After doing some digging, and contacting other legislators, I got ahold of the original invite 

email. It appears to originate from State Senator Kristin Roers. I've blackout her email address 
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because it appears to be her personal/campaign Gmail account, not her official state legislative 

account. 

·-··--···· Forwarded mess,ge ••••••••• 
From Kristin Roers 
Oat• · Mon, Apr 8, 2024 4:38 PM 
Sub;ect: UPDATED:. lnvrte .4./16 • fnends of Ag & Energy (fargo & 81smard;) 
To, 

It was noted that the day of the week and date did not match in the original message we were sent - itis on TUESDAY, not Wednesday (so the 4/ 16 was the right part). I have also added more 
details on the location (NDSU/U Mary - but final details will be coming soon). 

We are invited to the "Friends of Ag & Euerg,y-t event with Harold Hamm and Bruce Rastetter! 

It will be held Tuesday, Ap1il 16 (yes, one day from Comhole Madness) In both Bismarck and Fargo. 

This will be a "fireside" chat with Harold and Bruce hosted by Kathy Neset and Scott Hennen. It's being bllled as • America's Oil Champion and Ag Champion Together." 

Fargo Event Details: 

Coffee: 8am. 
Program: 8:30•9:30. 
Q & k 9:30-10:00. 
Social: 10-10:30. 
Location: NOSU Memorial Theater 
Legislators Only. 

Bismarck Event Details: 

Light lunch: Noon-12:30. 
Program: 12:30-1 :30. 
Q & A: 1:30-2:00. 
Social: 2:00•2 :30. 
Location: U Mary 
Legislators Only. 

The goal of this event is to arm legislators ,\11th data and facts to better infonn their constituents on the threats to the. Energy Industry and the future of North Dakota. 

Harold Hamm; Founder of Continental Resources. 
Bruce Rastetter: Successful farmer and large investor in the Summit Carbon Solutions pipeline project. 

Feel fre e to contact Scott Hennen via email ~g~ or cell: (701) 367-2054. 

Senator Knstin ~ 
Oostnct 27, ND GOP 
V?tCf"!'.IR¢;Jfeg~ 
701-566--0340 

Because this event is being put on by the "Friends of Ag and Energy", led by Scott Hennen, one 

immediately has to wonder if this is being funded by the $300,000 grant awarded to AE2S by 

the North Dakota Industrial Commission. 
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~~~~~~ Two Bids Submitted For State's Carbon Agenda Propaganda Grant 
DUSTIN GAWRYLOW • FEB 20 

i;, IN ;... ;:,.., Read full story ➔ 

Recall that Hennen's consulting arm, the Fieldstone Group, was listed as an asset/partner in 

the documentation from AE2S that was reported by media. 

AE2S has a partnership with Friends of Ag and Energy headed by Kathy Neset of oil and gas firm 

Neset Consulting, the Fieldstone Group run by conservative North Dakota media personalities Scott 

Hennen and Steve Hallstrom, and the Western Dakota Energy Association which lobbies on behalf of 

a number of coal, oil and gas-producing communities in state. These communities also sit right atop 

the geology best for carbon storage. 

Friends of Ag and Energy hosted a townhall in December at Bismarck State College in which industry 

officials and Burgum spoke in favor of carbon capture, to a room composed mostly of people opposed 

to Summit's project. The event was not explicitly in support of Summit, but company representatives 

were in attendance, and the microphone got handed off to them multiple times to respond to audience 

questions. 

[ Type your email... • Subscribe J 

Is This A Public Meeting Or Private Event? 

Since getting information on this meeting, one former legislator told me there is a loophole for 

such events to be considered private, even if they take place on public property, if it was paid 

for by a "private" entity it becomes a private event. 
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However, because the money given in the $300,000 grant to AE2S could easily be distributed, 

either directly or indirectly, and because the Hennen operation was declared to be part of the 

AE2S proposal it would be very easy to presume that there is a connection. 

Is a $300,000 state grant always "public money" or does it become "private" as soon as it is 

issued? 

~ North Dakota Energy Council 

Survey: Do you need to be educated or re-educated on carbon? 

Are you ignorant about CO2? (Click Here To Answer Our Survey) Should the 

state of North Dakota start spending money to help promote the Carbon 

Agenda? According to the Western Dakota Energy Association: "The ND 

Industrial Commission has announced a special grant round seeking proposals 

to promote the state's emerging opportunities in the carbon dioxide capt.. . 

Read more 

4 months ago • Dustin Gawrylow 

[ Type your email... • Subscribe J 
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Citizen Request for Attorney Generals' Open Meeting 
Review 

Rarely, does anyone in the public know about a meeting that is deemed "legislators only" 

without public notice before it happens. It is not clear whether such a meeting's illegality can 

even be questioned before it occurs. 

I did send the Attorney General a request to look at the issue. Not sure if or when that 

could/would be determined. 
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Otizen Request for Attorney Generals' Open Meeting Review 

0G 
Dustin Gawrylow 

To: ndaQ<:r'td.g, 

Attorney Get1eral Wngley, 

@ ,-, 11.oply °' Rtp'y a ri' Forward [;: 

·ue 4/SI/WZ.4 3.33 ~•.t 

It has been brought to my attention that there rs: a meeting scheduled that withSM the invrtataon declares rt to be "Legislators Onff, which presumes 1t 1s 1nv1te only, and not an open meeting. It was s.ent by a le91Sll!tor using a 
non-state email addr~s. {See below screenshot of the ema:il invite ) 

1. Does such a meeting first han to occur in Ofdrr for t:Mre to be a question as to whether it w,,s a violation? 
2. Are there circums~nc.es that allow for legtSl.,tors to coordmate wrth pm,ate enbties to have large scale discurnons not open to the pubhc and avoid open meeting laws? 

Thank you for your consideration of ttus m.a~r 1n advance 

• Dustin Gawry1ow 

--,~~-­
~rem~"°'" -----• 
O.•.e. Mo,,,~9~ '-laPM 
k1qiKt U~71n ~u"'16•FF!ftlCKd""i•~fr•90at,-..u:, 
To< 

h wasnooo that~ dayoftheweek•ncl d.at~didno1 oatdl tntb•origjlWmes.u,p,~ ~"ffesent h IJ cm TUESDAY nar WNineJd.iy (so th-t 4/16 WH rhe right parr) I haw 1ls.oJ1dd~ mort 
~Ison th-.. location (Jil>SU/UM.uy - bet ft!Wdet:ails wm becomtn1soon}. • 
\V. ._,.. unit•d. fl) th• · Frieod:s of A& a £nflU" 11•·•0.t vritb Hiirold ti.mm ;md. ~f"UCI' RllUlt!»r-! 

It willM ts.Id Tun,cby, April 16 (yws, lffl1' ~· fnlmCornhal•M.adr. .. u) inbl;ith Bisaardl and f...-go.. 

llusl'l.ill ha• · a~sid•• chatwn:h Huoid ffld Brue♦ hosudby It.Idly Nuet l!Kl:Seott Hfllrlu.Jt's bfl11a billed u Amffka's OU Cb.ilmplon itud Ai Cbitmpion Togetller."' 

Fuao E\ .. nt Det.dlr. 

Coff-, 8Jlm. 
Program, 8 :30-9, 30. 
QltA:9,30-10:00. 
Sodsl, ltH0:.30.. 
Loc:atlott: NDSIJ MeMOn,111 TlH!itle!r 
Ltglsl.ltorsORly. 

8ls1uarck t:~~t OetaU.s, 

lJ&ltt h1ttdli: Noon•l:Z:30. 
Procn,m: 12~0- I :30. 
Q a A: 1 :lO• l:00. 
Socb.l: 2 00-:Z:30. 
LoatiowUH.-ry 
wpsb.torsOaly. 

n.,iu.tt!ft:bU~"Ynlistouml,i11at1X'IWlthd&UAndf1.ctstobtttt-ruw.nutheircor.stituHts®th•thrutst\Jth•fHJ1Ylndustry&ndtb•futunofNt!l"thDU'J)t.1,. 

IIM'Old Hamm. fouader ofConti■enW Ruou.ttes .. 
Bruce Ra netter. Sucuu.ful f.umff illDd lillJ"go, lnvutor la th• Sammit C..rbon S.hnion.,. pfpelme projKt. 

.......... -. 
0--.ctl.7"-0GOP 

I will keep you up to date on this situation. · 

Citizens should not be locked out of events where their elected officials are being told what to 

think and how to vote. 

This is not The North Dakota Way, but it is becoming increasingly The Republican Way. 
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North Dakota Republican Party Passes Resolution 
Opposing Carbon Capture 

In other news, this weekend at the North Dakota Republican Party's state convention, 

Resolution #7 was passed with a 2/3rds vote. 

This resolution (which I helped write early in the process) was one of the 14 out of 15 

resolutions passed by the convention delegates. 

8 
https://watchingnd.substack.com/p/exclusive-investigation-legislators 8/14 



4/15/24, 1 ,'I Exclusive Investigation: Lei ·s Summoned To Private Meeting On Carbon Capture 

7. Resolution Opposing C.rbon Capture and Storage (CCS). Supporting Private Property 
Rights, a.nd Condemning the Use of Emlnent Domain for CO2 Pipelines - NDGOP 
Resolutions Committee 

WHEREAS: Corporations within the energy sector are capttallzlog on the false premise of a 
looming climate apocalypse by introducing CCS projects into North Dakota which would require 
the acquisition of land across various states,. affecting numerous landowners and communities; 
and eminent domain is be.ing considered to acquire the necessary land for the pipeline: and 

WHEREAS: The affected landowners and communities have eXl)ressed strong opposition to the 
use of eminent domain. arg.uing that it unji.Jslly benefits a private entity at the e,xpense of their 
property rights and local autonomy, demonstrating that there is a need for greater transparency, 
community involvement. and rigorous environmental and safety assessments in the planning 
and implementation of large-scale infrastructure projects; and 

WHEREAS: The North Dakota Republican Party supports 1he light or indMdual citizens to own 
and benefit from private real property ownership and further affirms that the individual's right of 
ownership should be the •primary purpose• inherent In the use and value of thei'r real property, 
and 

WHEREAS: The Fifth Amendment to the US Constitution protects private property from publlc 
use without just compensation: and 

WHEREAS: There are substantial unanswered questions about the environmental benefits of 
these projects, the.ir associated risks, and the long-term viabiflty or CCS technology: now 

< 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: Tha1 the North Dakota Republican Party condemns the use of 
eminent domain for carbon dioxide piperines and calls for an invnediate haH to any such actions., 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The North Dakota Republican Party urges relevant governmental 
bodies to seek alternative solutions that do not tnfrlnge upon the property rights of individuals, 
that respect environmentat and safety concerns, and that involve JT1eaningful consultation and 
consent from the affected communities: and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; The North Dakota. Republican Party opposes the use of State 
funds to educate the public on the benefits of CCS that are oontrary to the wlll and tnterests of 
private property owners: and opposes lhe fascism of mutually beneficial partnerships between 
government and private energy corporations created under the pretext of climate change, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The North Dakota Republican Party supports legislation that 
prevents the infringement of individual property rights without just compensation and provides 
legislative oversight of admlnistrative rules that carry the force and effect of law. 
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--=-=-=- NORTH DAKOTA 
REPUBLICAN PARTY 

""FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE,.. 

North Dakota Republican Party State Convention Votes on 15 Resolutions, Passes 14 

BISMARCK, N.O. -April 8, 2024 - The North Oakota Republican Party State Convention 
ended its convention by voting on 15 resolutions. The resolutions are non-binding on party 
officials, yet represent issues important to the convention delegates. 

This convention departed from its tradition of voting on resolutions as a bloOk, instead opting ror 
individual consideration of each resolution. 

Fourteen resolutions passed with resounding support. However, the resolution advocating for 
equal protection for the unborn fell Short due to concerns expressed for the well-being of th 
mother In extreme circumstances. 

The North Dakota Republican Party remains committed to advanclng conservative principles. 

The full text of each resolution is available at ht1psJ/www.ndgopconvenL1on2024.com. 

Media Contact 
Andrew Nyhus 
North Dakota Republican Party 

Phone. (701} 255~0030 
Emajl: andrew@ndgop.com 

[ENO OF RELEASE] 
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These are all of course non-binding resolutions among Republican Party members, but it 

establishes a clear-cut line between the party's membership, and the actions of their elected 

officials, as previously documented. 

ND Legislature Set Path To The Green Agenda 
With Non-Binding Resolutions 
DUSTIN GAWRYLOW • MAR 1 

In the world of legislation, non-binding resolutions and laws often times get passed as feel-good 

measures with little to no consequence, or at least no consequence intended by those who vote for the 

resolutions and bills. But occasionally, they are a great way to sneak through an agenda stealthily 

without anyone realizing it. Sometimes, even those of us who keep an eye on what is happening in the 

legislature don't really see the forest being planted one tree at a time. 
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Read full story ➔ 

[ Type your email... • Subscribe J 
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6 Likes • 2 Restacks 
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~ Previous Next ➔ 

2 Comments 

Write a comment... 
.... 

,. 

Brian Bartz Apr 9 

Just so you know, the campaign email address for Senator Kristin Roers shows at the bottom of the 

first screenshot of her email message to legislators. 

Q LIKE Q REPLY t!J SHARE 

1 reply by Dustin Gawrylow 

1 more comment ... 
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