Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota

COMMISSIONERS 600 East Boulevard, Dept. 408
Randv Christ Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480
ndy Lansimant Web: www.pscnd.gov
She'n Haugen-Hoffart E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov
Julie Fedorchak ; 3389,

Phone: 701-328-2400

ND Toll Free: 1-877-245-6685
Fax:701-328-2410

TDD: 800-366-6888 or 711

Sent via email only.

August 7, 2023

Mr. Steve Burke
Environmental Manager
Falkirk Mining Company
P.O. Box 1087

Underwood, ND 58576-1087
steve.burke@nacoal.com

Dear Mr. Burke:

The Reclamation Division has scheduled a field inspection of final Bond Release Application No. 6 to
Surface Coal Mining Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. We will meet at the Falkirk Mine at 10:00
a.m. CDT, Tuesday, August 22,2023. The ND Department of Trust Lands representatives, McLean
County Commissioners, and wetland advisory committee members have been invited to participate in the
inspection.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.
Sincerely,

e

‘{, Zanna A. Brinkman
or Director
Reclamation Division

cc via email only: Jason Frye (jason.frye@nacoal.com)

Tanner Jochim (TannerT.Jochim@nacoal.com)
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August 7, 2023

McLean County Commissioners
McLean County Courthouse

PO Box 1108

Washburn, ND 58577-1108
mclean.county.district] @gmail.com

Dear Commissioners:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. This property is owned by the North Dakota Department of
Trust Lands. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres of disturbed land is native grassland
(580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and section line trails (10.8 acres). The
remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road 16, and section line trails.

You and/or your representative(s) are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of this
property. The inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday,
August 22,2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to
attend so we can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

Zanna A. Brinkman
‘)('ef‘ Director
Reclamation Division
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Mr. Jeb Williams

Director

North Dakota Game and Fish Department
100 North Bismarck Expressway
Bismarck, ND 58501-5095
Jwilliam@nd.gov

Dear Mr. Williams:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres located in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres of
disturbed land is native grassland (580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and
section line trails (10.8 acres). The remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road
16, and section line trails.

As a member of the Wetland Advisory Committee, you are provided a copy of the bond release
application and are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of the property. The
inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, August 22,
2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to attend so we
can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay.

Enclosed is a flash drive of the bond release application for your agency’s review. Reclaimed wetland

data can be found in Attachment X of the bond release application. Please review the wetland

information in the bond release application and provide us with any comments you may have by
September 11, 2023.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

10 Zanna A. Brinkman
o Director
Reclamation Division

Enclosure
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Mr. Dave Glatt

Director

North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality
4201 Normandy Street

Bismarck, ND 58503-1324

dglatt@nd.gov

Dear Mr. Glatt:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres located in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres of
disturbed land is native grassland (580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and
section line trails (10.8 acres). The remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road
16, and section line trails.

As a member of the Wetland Advisory Committee, you are provided a copy of the bond release
application and are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of the property. The
inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, August 22,
2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to attend so we
can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay.

Enclosed is a flash drive of the bond release application for your agency’s review. Reclaimed wetland
data can be found in Attachment X of the bond release application. Please review the wetland

information in the bond release application and provide us with any comments you may have by
September 11, 2023.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

Zanna A. Brinkman
‘por Director
Reclamation Division
Enclosure
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Curtis Bradbury

NRCS State Office

State Biologist

220 East Rosser Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58502-1458
curtis.bradbury@usda.gov

Dear Mr. Bradbury:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres located in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres of
disturbed land is native grassland (580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and

section line trails (10.8 acres). The remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road
16, and section line trails.

As a member of the Wetland Advisory Committee, you are provided a copy of the bond release
application and are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of the property. The
inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, August 22,
2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to attend so we
can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay.

Enclosed is a flash drive of the bond release application for your agency’s review. Reclaimed wetland
data can be found in Attachment X of the bond release application. Please review the wetland

information in the bond release application and provide us with any comments you may have by
September 11, 2023.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

Zanna A. Brinkman
‘7Co/ Director
Reclamation Division
Enclosure
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Luke Toso

Ecological Services Supervisor
US Fish & Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Ave

Bismarck, ND 58501

Luke Toso@fws.gov

Dear Mr. Toso:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres located in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres of
disturbed land is native grassland (580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and
section line trails (10.8 acres). The remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road
16, and section line trails.

As a member of the Wetland Advisory Committee, you are provided a copy of the bond release
application and are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of the property. The
inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, August 22,
2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to attend so we
can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay.

Enclosed is a flash drive of the bond release application for your agency’s review. Reclaimed wetland
data can be found in Attachment X of the bond release application. Please review the wetland
information in the bond release application and provide us with any comments you may have by
September 11, 2023.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

Zanna A. Brinkman
-ﬂ - Director
Reclamation Division
Enclosure

cc via email only w/o enclosure: Jerry Reinisch (jerry_reinisch@fws.gov)
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August 7, 2023

Mr. Jeffrey Fleischman, Chief
OSM Denver Field Office

PO Box 11018

Casper, WY 82601-7032
jfleischman@osmre.gov

Dear Mr. Fleischman:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres located in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. This property is owned by the North Dakota Department of
Trust Lands, and it does not contain any federal coal. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres
of disturbed land is native grassland (580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and
section line trails (10.8 acres). The remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road
16, and section line trails. The bond release tract does not contain any Federal coal.

You or your representative are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of this property.
The inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, August 22,
2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to attend so we
can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay. Enclosed is a flash drive of the bond release
application.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

Zanna A. Brinkman
£,  Director o
Reclamation Division

Enclosure

cc via email only w/o enclosure: John Sieving (jsieving@osmre.gov)
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Mr. David D. Hendrickson
Turtle Lake Service Center
PO Box 537

Turtle Lake, ND 58575
David.Hendrickson@usda.gov

Dear Mr. Hendrickson:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. This property is owned by the North Dakota Department of
Trust Lands. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres of disturbed land is native grassland
(580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and section line trails (10.8 acres). The
remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road 16, and section line trails.

You or your representative are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of this property.
The inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, August 22,
2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to attend so we
can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay.

If you have any questions, please contact this office.
Sincerely,

St T

Zanna A. Brinkman
1[;/ Director
Reclamation Division
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August 7, 2023

Mr. Joseph Stegmiller

Director, Surface Management

North Dakota Department of Trust Lands
1707 N 9™ Street

Bismarck, ND 58501
jstegmiller@nd.gov

Dear Mr. Stegmiller:

The Reclamation Division has received Final Bond Release Application No. 6 to Surface Coal Mining
Permit NAFK-8705 at the Falkirk Mine. Falkirk is requesting final bond release on 642.2 acres in
Section 36, T146N, R83W, McLean County. This property is owned by the North Dakota Department of
Trust Lands. The approved post-mining land use on 593.7 acres of disturbed land is native grassland
(580.5 acres), a seasonal wetland (2.4 acres), County Road 16 and section line trails (10.8 acres). The
remaining 48.5 acres are undisturbed native grassland, County Road 16, and section line trails.

You and/or your representative(s) are invited to participate in the final bond release inspection of this
property. The inspection is scheduled to begin at the Falkirk Mine Office at 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday,
August 22,2023. Please contact Guy Welch (gwelch@nd.gov) if you or a representative are planning to
attend so we can contact you in case of cancellation or weather delay.

Enclosed is a flash drive of the bond release application. If you have any questions, please contact this

office.
Sincerely,
Zanna A. Brinkman
1[0/ Director - o
Reclamation Division
Enclosure
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