
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.

2023 Natural Gas Rate Increase

Application

Case No. PU-23-341

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

Geralyn R. Schmaltz deposes and says that:

she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and. on the 14th day of December
2023, she deposited in the United States Mail, at Bismarck, North Dakota, three envelopes with

certified postage, return receipt requested, fully prepaid, securely sealed and containing a
photocopy of;

● Order on Interim Rates

The envelopes were addressed as follows;

Travis Jacobson

Director of Regulatory Affairs
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.

400 North 4'^ Street

Bismarck, ND 58501
Cert. No. 9589 0710 5270 1582 7554 91

William J. Behrmann

Attorney
ES Attorneys
1100 College Drive, Suite 5
Bismarck, ND 58501
Cert. No. 9589 0710 5270 1582 7555 07

Allison Waldon

Attorney

MDU Resources Group, Inc.
PO Box 5650

Bismarck, ND 58506-5650
Cert. No. 9589 0710 5270 1582 7555 14

Each address shown is the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post office and
electronic address.

Subscribed and sworn to before me

this 14th day of December 2023.

%i

SHELLY A BAUSKE
Notary Public

State of North Dakota

My Commission Expires Sept 1, 2026

Notary PublicI

I

SEAL

geralyn
Typewriter
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.

2023 Natural Gas Rate Increase

Application

Case No. PU-23-341

ORDER ON INTERIM RATES

December 13, 2023

Preliminary Statement

On November 1, 2023, Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. (MDU), filed with the
Commission an increase in rates for natural gas service.

On November 1, 2023, MDU also filed an interim rate increase for natural gas
service.

On December 7, 2023, Commission Advocacy Staff filed comments regarding
MDU’s proposed interim rate increase.

Discussion

MDU’s November 1, 2023, filing set forth a rate increase based on revenue

requirements for a projected 2024 test year. The rate change would result in an increase
in annual revenue for the 2024 test year of $10,094,595, or a 6.46% increase in annual
revenue.

A company filing for a rate increase is entitled to an interim rate increase under

North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) Section 49-05-06(2). The interim rate increase must
meet certain criteria including: the same rate of return on common equity authorized by
the Commission in the public utility’s most recent rate proceeding: rate base and expense
items the same in nature and kind allowed by the Commission in its most recent rate

proceeding and; no change in the existing rate design.

Advocacy Staff states that MDU’s interim increase complies with NDCC Section
49-05-06(2) and should be approved for service rendered on or after January 1, 2024.

The Commission finds that MDU’s Interim increase complies with NDCC Section
49-05-06(2).

In the event the interim rate amounts collected by MDU are more than final rates
approved by the Commission, MDU is required to refund the excess under North Dakota
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Century Code section 49-05-06(4), including interest at a rate to be determined by the
Commission.

Order

The Commission Orders:

The request of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., for interim rates to increase annual

revenue collections by $ 10,094,595 as filed on November 1, 2023. is approved.

Interim rates are effective for service rendered on or after January 1, 2024.

1.

2.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CKnJ-

Sheri Hauge
Commissioner

Christmann

Chair Commissioner
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