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RE: Request for Authorization to Proceed for the 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML Project in
North Dakota.

Dear Mr. Fleischman:

Enclosed is the documentation to support our Request for Authorization to Proceed for the 2024
Exploratory Drilling AML Project in North Dakota. The categorical excluSion is attached for the
proposed project.

We have requested concurrence for our proposed project from the State Historical Society of North
Dakota, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department, and
the North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality. Copies of our letters and the responses we
received are attached.

All affected property owners for this project have been contacted and consents for right-of-entry will
be executed before any work begins.

The e-AMLIS Problem Areas Description numbers, names, and project type for the proposed sites are:
ND000003 — South Scranton — Exploratory Drilling

ND000528 — Scranton — Exploratory Drilling

ND000054 — New Salem — Exploratory Drilling

The proposed grants for funding this project are S22AF00047-00 and S23AF00108-00. We have
posted updated priority documentation for this project in the documents section in e-AMLIS. If you
need more information or have any questions, please call Matthew Fischer at 701-328-4779 or me at
701-328-4094.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Emmer
Director
Reclamation and AML Divisions

Enclosures

cc via email only: John Sieving

AML\2024\2024 Exploratory Drilling\ ATP\Requests sent to OSMRE\ 2024 Auth_to_Proceed_rqst_Itr_1-25-24

3 AM-23-358 Filed 01/25/2024 Pages: 28
Exploratory Authorization to Proceed Request Letter and Attachments
Public Service Commission
Jonathan Emmer


jillm
Typewriter
3    AM-23-358    Filed 01/25/2024     Pages: 28

      Exploratory Authorization to Proceed Request Letter and Attachments

      Public Service Commission

      Jonathan Emmer


Mr. Jeffrey Fleischman
January 25, 2024
Page 2 of 2

List of Attachments
List of Attachments
A brief narrative about the proposed 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML Project.

Categorical Exclusion Determination (NEPA 6.6) for the proposed 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML
Project.

Requests for concurrence for the 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML Project and the responses received
from:

ND State Historical Society (response included).

ND Department of Environmental Quality (response included). ND Parks & Recreation Department
(response included).

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (response included).

Eligibility determination for the proposed 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML Project.



Project Narrative

The 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML Project: This project will locate and characterize underground mine
workings beneath public roads and other infrastructure. This investigatory project is expected to be
conducted near New Salem & Scranton, North Dakota between June and September 2024. The historical
mining in New Salem includes the McCormick Deep Mine, which is estimated to be 190 to 240 feet
underground. This mine produced over 400,000 tons of coal in 29 years. Mining operations in Scranton
started in 1909 and spanned into the 1940s. Over 485,000 tons of coal were produced between the two
largest mines. Surface disturbance for this type of project is minimal as the contractor will drill four-inch
holes and backfill them with the cuttings. The estimated cost for this project is $300,000.
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January 11, 2024

Jonathan Emmer

Abandoned Mines Division
600 East Boulevard, Dept 408
Bismarck, ND 58505

ND SHPO Ref: 24-0074 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML Project near New Salem and Scranton,
ND in portions of [T131N R100W Sections 24 and 26 and T139N R85W Section21] Bowman
and Morton Counties, North Dakota

Dear Jonathan,

We've reviewed the project ND SHPO Ref: 24-0074 2024 Exploratory Drilling AML Project near
New Salem and Scranton, ND in portions of [T131N R100W Sections 24 and 26 and T139N
R85W Section21] Bowman and Morton Counties, North Dakota as submitted to our office on
December 15, 2023.

We concur with a determination of “No Historic Properties Affected” for the project near
Scranton, ND.

The project near New Salem, ND is within the boundaries of 32M0X340 (McCormick Mine). We
concur with a determination of “No Adverse Effect” provided any historic surface features
(foundations, equipment, building remains, etc.) are avoided if possible.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. Please include the ND SHPO Ref number in
future correspondence for this project. If you have any questions please contact Margaret
Patton, Research Archaeologist at 701-328-3576 or mmpatton@nd.gov.

Sincerely,

fo» William D. Peterson, PhD
State Historic Preservation Officer
(North Dakota)

v/00-%¢
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NORTH

DCII(O'l'CI | Parks & Recreation

Be Legendary.”
January 17, 2024

Jonathan Emmer

ND Public Service Commission
600 East Boulevard Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505

Re: Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Sites: Scranton and New Salem
Dear Jonathan,

The North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD) has reviewed the above-proposed AML Sites near
New Salem and Scranton, North Dakota.

NDPRD's scope of authority and expertise covers properties that NDPRD owns, leases, or manages; properties
protected under Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF); rare plants; and ecological
communities established through the Natural Heritage Program.

The project does not appear to affect properties NDPRD owns, leases, or manages.
The project may appear affect properties protected under Section 6(f) of the LWCF.

A LWCF project has been identified near the proposed project's vicinity. Attached is a map identifying the
approximate location of the Scranton Recreation Complex. Properties that have received funding from the LWCF
program have a designated 6(f) property boundary that carries restrictions on modifications to the property,
including but not limited to utilities or any divesture of land. For additional information regarding LWCF properties,
don't hesitate to contact Char Langehaug, ND Parks and Recreations Department's Grants Coordinator, at
clangehaug@nd.gov or 701-328-5364.

A North Dakota Natural Heritage biological conservation database query determines if any current or historical plant
or animal species of concern or other significant ecological communities are known to occur within an approximate
one-mile radius of the project area. Based on this review, no known plant or animal species of concern or significant
ecological communities are documented within or immediately adjacent to the project site.

We appreciate your commitment to rare plant, animal, and ecological community conservation, management,
and inter-agency cooperation. For additional information, contact Natural Resources Division Chief Kathy
Duttenhefner at 701-328-5370, 701-220-3377 (cell), or kgduttenhefner@nd.gov.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project.

Pty Dtfdafer

Kathy Dutténhefner, Chief Natural Resources Division

604 E Boulevard Ave Dept. 750 | Bismarck, ND 58505

pHONE: 701-328-5357 Fax: 701-328-5363 EmaiL: parkrec@nd.gov | weBsITE: www.parkrec.nd.gov
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Rare Animal and Plant Species and Significant Ecological Communities

North Dakota Natural Heritage Inventory

State Scientific Name

State Common Name

State
Rank

Global
Rank

Federal
Status

Township Range Section

County

Last
Observation

Estimated
Representation
Accuracy

Precision

Numenius americanus

Long-billed Curlew

S2

G5

131IN100W -13; 131IN100W - 12; 131N100W - 02;
131N09SW - 07; 131N100W - 23; 131N100W - 11;
131IN100W - 14; 131NO99W - 18; 131N100W - 01;
131N100W - 15; 131N100W - 10; 131N100W - 24

Bowman

1965-06-11

Numenius americanus

Long-billed Curlew

S2

G5

131N09SW - 19; 131N100W - 24; 131NO9SW - 20;
131IN100W - 13; 131NO99W - 07; 131NO99W - 18;
131N09SW - 30; 131N099SW - 29; 131N09SW - 17;
131IN100W - 25

Bowman

1965-06-11




Land and Water Conservation Fund Projects

Project Name Project Number
Scranton Recreation Complex 38-00661




North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department
North Dakota Natural Heritage Inventory
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