
4    PU-24-238    Filed 08/27/2024     Pages: 277
        Environmental Report
        Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc.
        Kacey Borin, Environmental Specialist





) 

.__, 

CERTIFICATION OF APPLICANT PURSUANT 

TO N.D. CENTURY CODE 49-22-03(3)(a)(4) 

MINNKOTA POWER COOPERATIVE, INC. 

I, Brendan Kennelly, a duly authorized agent ofMinnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. 
(Minnkota) that has authority to bind the company in these matters, do hereby certify under oath: 

1. That the replacement of the 13 structures in this project along Minnkota's 345kV transmission
line will not affect any known exclusion areas as defined under the N.D, Administrative Code
(NDAC) 69-06-08-02( 1 ), nor any avoidance areas as defined under the NDAC 69-06-08-02(2),
per N.D. Century Code 49-22-03(3)(a)(2).

2. That the replacement of structure I 07 will not impact the federally designated critical habitat
for the Piping Plover, considered an exclusion area as defined under N.D. Administrative Code
69-06-08-02(1)(d). The structure is not in any sandy beaches nor sandbars along the Missouri
River. Although the structure is 0.4 miles east, within the USFWS recommended 0.5 buffer, the
structure is within upland vegetation and adjacent to a crop field.

3. That the replacement of structures 339, 340, 600, and 684 will not impact avoidance areas as
defined under N.D. Administrative Code 69-06-08-02(2)(a). The identified avoidance areas are 
Waterfowl Production Area easements granted by private landowners after our structures were in
place and subject to Minnkota's previously existing utility right-of-way easements.

4. That the replacement of structures 339, 340, 452, 6 I 8, and 737 will be done in accordance with
Nationwide Permit 57 as issued by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Other structures will not impact
jurisdictional waters, unless with an appropriate permit.

5. That the replacement of all structures in this project is intended to improve system reliability needs
of Minnkota 's service area, per N .D. Century Code 49-22-03(3)(a)(3)( c ).

6. That Mi1mkota Power Cooperative will comply with all applicable conditions and protections
in applicable North Dakota siting laws and rules and commission orders that may apply.

Dated at Grand Forks, North Dakota this day of August J /, 2024.

�-L� 
Brendan Kennelly, VP Power Delivery 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS 

This instrument was acknowledged before me this 1-.) day of August 2024 by Brendan Kennelly, 
VP Power Delive1y on behalf ofMinnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. 

J 
KIMBERLY JOHNSON RUSTAD 

Notary Public 
N ary PulSti'.Dte ol North Dakota t 

My Commission Expires_ Oct. 9, 2026 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































