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E2. North Dakota Department of Transportation  
  





From: Lindsey Churchill
To: jketterl@nd.gov
Cc: Brown, Dina; Montone, Sarah; Dirk Churchill
Subject: Northern Divide Energy Storage - NDDOT Correspondence Letter
Date: Thursday, August 22, 2024 2:51:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png

NDDOT_Response_Northern Divide Energy Storage.pdf
NDDOT_Agency Notification Letter_Northern Divide Energy Storage.pdf

 
Mr. Ketterling,
 
To follow up on our call earlier today, here are the answers to your questions in the attached
response letter. The initial Project letter is also attached for your reference.

How close to ND Highway 40 this project will take place? 
Preliminary design estimates an approximately 500-foot driveway extending west from
ND Highway 40 to the energy storage location. This may vary once as the design is
finalized.

Will the project require direct access of ND Highway 40, or will the site border be adjacent to
NDDOT right of way? 

Yes, the site is adjacent to ND Highway 40 and will require a new driveway to it. We
anticipate obtaining a road approach/access permit from NDDOT for this Project.

Please let me know if you have any additional questions.
 
Regards,
 
Lindsey Churchill, PhD, PWS
Bismarck, North Dakota
651.428.7398 mobile
lindsey.churchill@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com

 

mailto:lindsey.churchill@merjent.com
mailto:jketterl@nd.gov
mailto:Dina.Brown@nexteraenergy.com
mailto:Sarah.Montone@nexteraenergy.com
mailto:dirk.churchill@merjent.com
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June 25, 2024 
 
North Dakota Department of Transportation 
608 E. Boulevard Ave. 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700 


Subject: Notification of the Proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage Project in Burke 
County, North Dakota 


Northern Divide Energy Storage, LLC (Northern Divide), a wholly owned, indirect subsidiary of NextEra 
Energy Resources, LLC, is proposing to construct and operate the Northern Divide Energy Storage 
Project (Project) on approximately 15 acres in Burke County, North Dakota. The Project includes a 100-
megawatt 4-hour duration battery energy storage system (BESS) facility with associated inverters, 
transformers, underground cables, and other ancillary facilities such as fencing, roads, and a supervisory 
control and data acquisition (SCADA) system. The Project would interconnect with the Northern Divide 
Wind, LLC 345kV collector substation approximately 700 feet south at the existing Northern Divide Wind 
Energy Center. 


The Project will be capable of storing power generated from the Northern Divide Wind Energy Center 
when production exceeds system demand (oversupply) or when the wind generation is unable to be 
delivered to the load due to transmission constraints. The Project will provide additional reliability for and 
deliverability to the grid by having the ability to store low-cost excess generation (relative to load) and 
inject it onto the grid at times of increased demand. 


The purpose of this letter is to provide notification of the Project per North Dakota Administrative Code 
Section 69-06-01-05. Northern Divide Wind plans to submit an application for a Certificate of Site 
Compatibility for the Project to the North Dakota Public Service Commission and aims to start 
construction in the second quarter of 2025 with commercial operation anticipated in late 2026. 


We are soliciting input from your agency or entity regarding any sensitive resources, current or planned 
development, or property interests your agency or entity may have in or around the Study Area that 
should be considered as it moves forward with development. In addition, we ask that you provide 
information regarding any applicable permits that may be required from your office. Northern Divide 
respectfully requests your response within 30 days of receipt of this letter. Copies of all correspondence 
received in response to this letter will be included with the North Dakota Public Service Commission 
applications. Northern Divide Wind requests your consideration of the Project Study Area located in parts 
of Sections 16, 17, 20, and 21 in Township 161N, Range 93W, and shown on the attached map. 


Northern Divide has contracted with Merjent, Inc. on this Project. If further information is desired or if you 
have comments regarding the Project, please contact me at the address provided below, by e-mail at 
lindsey.churchill@merjent.com, or by phone at 701-526-4848.  


Regards, 
Lindsey Churchill, PhD, PWS 
Senior Project Manager 


Merjent, Inc. 
1 Main Street SE, Suite 300 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 


Enclosure: Project Study Area Map 
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E3. State Historical Society of North Dakota   





 

July 30, 2024 
 
Lindsey Churchill, PhD  
Merjent, Inc.  
1 Main Street SE, Suite 300  
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 
lindsey.churchill@merjent.com 
  
SHSND Ref.: 24-9082 Northern Divide Energy Storage in portions of [T161N R93W Sections 16-
17, 20-21] in Burke County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Lindsey,  
 
We reviewed SHSND Ref.: 24-9082 Northern Divide Energy Storage in portions of [T161N R93W 
Sections 16-17, 20-21] in Burke County, North Dakota. We recommend a Class III (pedestrian 
survey) of cultural resources in all portions of the project area not previously surveyed. The 
survey must follow “North Dakota SHPO Guidelines Manual for Cultural Resource Inventory 
Projects,” which is available at https://www.history.nd.gov/hp/hpforms.html. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this project to date. We look forward to review of the 
Class III survey for archaeological resources. If you have any questions please contact Lorna 
Meidinger, Lead Historic Preservation Specialist at (701) 328-2089 or lbmeidinger@nd.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

for William D. Peterson, PhD 
Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota 
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From: Lindsey Churchill
To: Meidinger, Lorna B.
Cc: Brown, Dina; Dirk Churchill; Damien Reinhart; Clark, Andrew
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: SHSND Ref.: 24-9082 Northern Divide Energy Storage
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 11:03:25 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Lorna,
 
The study area in the notification letter is larger than the planned location of the facility. We
notify the location of the facility plus a 1-mile buffer to capture any comments agencies may
have for the general area. The Class III survey was completed to cover the planned area of
disturbance (plus a little extra) on October 18, 2023. At that date, the LLC for the energy
storage system was not yet created. Since that date, NextEra has set up a subsidiary (Northern
Divide Energy Storage, LLC) for this project; therefore, the company information in the original
report, while accurate at the time, is now out of date. Let us know if you have further
questions.
 
Regards,
 
Lindsey Churchill, PhD, PWS
Bismarck, North Dakota
651.428.7398 mobile
lindsey.churchill@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com

 
From: Meidinger, Lorna B. <lbmeidinger@nd.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 9:00 AM
To: Lindsey Churchill <lindsey.churchill@merjent.com>
Cc: Brown, Dina <Dina.Brown@nexteraenergy.com>; Dirk Churchill <dirk.churchill@merjent.com>;
Damien Reinhart <damien.reinhart@merjent.com>; Clark, Andrew <andrewclark@nd.gov>
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: SHSND Ref.: 24-9082 Northern Divide Energy Storage
 
Lindsey,
 
In the request for review from your office where we assigned SHSND Reference #24-9010, a
different company was listed as the project proponent, the project name was different, the area
much smaller, and the location only in one section. The submission letter we received on July 1,
2024 requested comments for an area covering portions of four sections, (SHSND Ref# 24-9082)
much of which has not been surveyed. Our response for review of that area in our letter for SHSND
Ref#24-9082 stands.

mailto:lindsey.churchill@merjent.com
mailto:lbmeidinger@nd.gov
mailto:Dina.Brown@nexteraenergy.com
mailto:dirk.churchill@merjent.com
mailto:damien.reinhart@merjent.com
mailto:andrewclark@nd.gov
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I do have clarifying questions now that you’ve told me these are for the same project. For all of the
above discrepancies, which is the correct information?
 
Respectfully,
 
Lorna Meidinger
Lead Historic Preservationist
State Historical Society of North Dakota
612 E Boulevard Ave
Bismarck, ND 58505
701.328.2089
 
 
 
 

From: Lindsey Churchill <lindsey.churchill@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 4:24 PM
To: Meidinger, Lorna B. <lbmeidinger@nd.gov>
Cc: Brown, Dina <Dina.Brown@nexteraenergy.com>; Dirk Churchill <dirk.churchill@merjent.com>;
Damien Reinhart <damien.reinhart@merjent.com>
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: SHSND Ref.: 24-9082 Northern Divide Energy Storage
 

***** CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you know they are safe. *****

Lorna,
 
Thank you for your response letter. We have already completed the Class III pedestrian
surveys in support of the project. Please see attached for the letters received from your office.
Any other questions, please let us know.
 
Thank you,
 
Lindsey Churchill, PhD, PWS
Bismarck, North Dakota
651.428.7398 mobile
lindsey.churchill@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com

mailto:lindsey.churchill@merjent.com
mailto:lbmeidinger@nd.gov
mailto:Dina.Brown@nexteraenergy.com
mailto:dirk.churchill@merjent.com
mailto:damien.reinhart@merjent.com
mailto:lindsey.churchill@merjent.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merjent.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdirk.churchill%40merjent.com%7C5f905cf443d544dc791008dcb17a4c8a%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638580386042971706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IsLdVUySWXn7dEEAYp2ndibFBakMpG29Z4kGPX6OBDw%3D&reserved=0


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

 
From: Meidinger, Lorna B. <lbmeidinger@nd.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 11:11 AM
To: Lindsey Churchill <lindsey.churchill@merjent.com>
Subject: EXTERNAL: SHSND Ref.: 24-9082 Northern Divide Energy Storage
 

Lindsey,
 
Attached is our response to your notification of the proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage
project.
 
Respectfully,
 
Lorna Meidinger
Lead Historic Preservationist
State Historical Society of North Dakota
612 E Boulevard Ave
Bismarck, ND 58505
701.328.2089
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to
the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

mailto:lbmeidinger@nd.gov
mailto:lindsey.churchill@merjent.com


 

 

E4. North Dakota Department of Trust Lands    



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Lindsey Churchill
To: -Info-Land Dept. ROW
Cc: -Info-DTL General Inquiries; Dirk Churchill; Brown, Dina
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: Notification of the Proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage Project in Burke County, North

Dakota
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 5:06:16 PM
Attachments: SCAN_24070808180.pdf

image002.png
image003.png

Hello,
 
Thank you for your response. Currently, Project development is planned for Section 17 in
Township 161N, Range 93W, which is located west of and outside of the NDDTL managed
land. If the location of Project infrastructure changes to include NDDTL managed land, we will
follow the process provided below.
 
Thank you,
 
Lindsey Churchill, PhD, PWS
Bismarck, North Dakota
651.428.7398 mobile
lindsey.churchill@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com

 
From: -Info-Land Dept. ROW <landrow@nd.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 1:40 PM
To: Lindsey Churchill <lindsey.churchill@merjent.com>
Cc: -Info-DTL General Inquiries <dtlrequest@nd.gov>
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Notification of the Proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage Project in
Burke County, North Dakota 
Importance: High
 

Hello,
 
NDDTL received the attached letter requesting a response regarding the proposed project from NDDTL. NDDTL
manages land within the proposed project boundary (DIV-161-93-16: W2). Any proposed projects, such as the
proposed project, crossing NDDTL managed property need to apply for a Rights of Way and would be subject
to review and approval by the Board of University and School Lands.
 

The following is not meant to be an inclusive list but a guideline for ROW acquisition with NDDTL.
1. Submit ROW Application (https://www.land.nd.gov/SurfaceROW/RowApplicationForm)

(*this will be changing within the year; applicants will need to create/connect a “portal” account in

mailto:lindsey.churchill@merjent.com
mailto:landrow@nd.gov
mailto:dtlrequest@nd.gov
mailto:dirk.churchill@merjent.com
mailto:Dina.Brown@nexteraenergy.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.land.nd.gov%2FSurfaceROW%2FRowApplicationForm&data=05%7C02%7Cdirk.churchill%40merjent.com%7C7791666b935f482a1f1f08dca1f51b77%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638563323757241390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nb1Dv49EKfGtKkMwjG210ABTOibgH6vr8cota7wMqEU%3D&reserved=0
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order to submit an application)
(review each section of the application thoroughly to ensure the correct and sufficient project
information is included in the application, be as detailed as possible)
(An application is deemed filed and complete when the department receives an application form, the
application fee, and any supplemental information requested by the department (which can vary
depending on the project type, tract, etc).)
(An application becomes a pending ROW number; a pending ROW number becomes a ROW
agreement number. The ROW number identifies the specific request and must be used in all
correspondence.)

2. Submit proposed route map to LandROW@nd.gov after application submission (*this will
be changing within the year; applicants will need to create/connect a “portal” account in order
to submit an application)
3. DTL Preliminary Review
4. Receive DTL project specific ROW tracking number email requesting clarification, additional
information/items (see #5), and application fee or notice of project denial/modification
requests

(An application becomes a pending ROW number; a pending ROW number becomes a ROW
agreement number. The ROW number identifies the specific request and must be used in all
correspondence.)

5. Submit application fee and any additional requested information
(ie, unit development plans, gravel testing results if DTL requested testing, Certificate of Insurance,
SPCC plan, appraisal, other received permits/concurrence documents, proof of financial standing,
etc)

6. Meet for onsite review (if applicable) to review proposed location with DTL, project
coordinator, and survey crew
7. Submit surveys for review (if applicable; preliminary/rough drafts are acceptable for a first
review but final surveys will need to be signed/stamped)
8. Submit consideration payment after DTL survey acceptance
9. DTL Final Review and Approval/Signature by Commissioner

 
If you have any questions, please contact the Department via emailing landrow@nd.gov. 
 
Sincerely,
 
North Dakota Department of Trust Lands
landrow@nd.gov   •   land.nd.gov/rightsofway   •   1707 N 9th St   •   Bismarck, ND 58501
 

 

mailto:LandROW@nd.gov
mailto:landrow@nd.gov
mailto:landrow@nd.gov
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fland.nd.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdirk.churchill%40merjent.com%7C7791666b935f482a1f1f08dca1f51b77%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638563323757253962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Dsyh0Ow44lI7D%2BNBJPoKFgxssaTfayNYL75xGyEwm0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

E5. North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department    



 

604 E Boulevard Ave Dept. 750   |   Bismarck, ND 58505 

PHONE: 701-328-5357   |   FAX: 701-328-5363   |   EMAIL: parkrec@nd.gov   |   WEBSITE: www.parkrec.nd.gov    
 

 
July 18, 2024 
 
Lindsey Churchill 
Merjent, Inc 
P1 Main Street SE Suite 300 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
 
Re:   Northern Divide Energy Storage Project – Burke County, ND  
 
Dear Lindsey,  
 
The North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD) has reviewed the above-referenced 
proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage Project located in Burke County, North Dakota.  
 
NDPRD's scope of authority and expertise covers properties that NDPRD owns, leases, or manages; 
properties protected under Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF); rare plants; 
and ecological communities established through the Natural Heritage Program.  
 
The project does not appear to affect properties NDPRD owns, leases, or manages. 
 
The project does not appear to affect any properties protected under Section 6(f) of the LWCF. 
 
A North Dakota Natural Heritage biological conservation database query determines if any current or 
historical plant or animal species of concern or other significant ecological communities are known to 
occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the project area. Based on this review, no known plant 
and animal species of concern or significant ecological communities are documented within or 
immediately adjacent to the project site.  
 
We appreciate your commitment to rare plant, animal, and ecological community conservation, 
management, and inter-agency cooperation. For additional information, please contact Kathy 
Duttenhefner at 701-328-5370, 701-220-3377 (cell), or kgduttenhefner@nd.gov. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project.  
 
    
Sincerely,  

 
Kathy Duttenhefner, Chief  Natural Resources Division 



 

 

 

E6. Natural Resources Conservation Service    







 

 

 

E7. North Dakota Department of Water Resources    



 

1200 Memorial Hwy |   Bismarck, ND 58504   |   701.328.2750   |   DWR.nd.gov 

July 22, 2024 
 
Lindsey Churchill, PhD, PWS 
Senior Project Manager 
Merjent, Inc. 
1 Main Street SE, STE 300 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
Lindsey.churchill@merjent.com  
 
Dear Ms. Churchill 
 
This is in response to your request for a review of the environmental impacts associated with Northern 
Divide Energy Storage Project located in Burke County, ND. 
 
The proposed project has been reviewed by Department of Water Resources (DWR), and the following 
comments are provided: 

 
- Initial review indicates the project does not require a conditional or temporary permit 
for water appropriation. However, if surface water or groundwater will be diverted for 
construction of any future projects identified in the plan, a water permit will be required 
per North Dakota Century Code § 61-04-02. Please consult with the DWR Water 
Appropriation Division if you have any questions at (701) 328-2754 or 
appropinfo@nd.gov. 

 
- There are no FEMA National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) floodplains identified 
or mapped where the proposed project is to take place. No permits relative to the 
NFIP are likely required based on the current Flood Insurance Rate Map and State 
minimum standards. However, flood risk has been identified through the North Dakota 
Risk Assessment Mapservice and Base Level Engineering (BLE) (ndram.dwr.nd.gov). 
In the absence of FEMA NFIP data, BLE is often considered best available data and 
is recommended to be considered in the design process. The State of North Dakota 
has no formal NFIP permitting authority as all NFIP permitting decisions are 
considered by impacted NFIP participating communities, the community with zoning 
authority for the area in question. Please work directly with the local floodplain 
administrators of the zoning authorities impacted. 

 
- The DWR Engineering and Permitting Section reviewed the project location and 
determined no drainage permits, or construction permits for dikes, diversions, or 
restorations are likely required so long as no watercourses are modified (i.e., 
deepened, widened, rerouted, etc.) and no ponds, sloughs, or lakes with a drainage 
area of 80 acres or more are drained. Please contact the Regulatory Division at 701-
328-4956 or dwrregpermits@nd.gov with any questions. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide review comments. Should you have further questions, 
please contact me at 701-328-4970 or kyrkoski@nd.gov   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Kyle Yrkoski 
Planner III 

mailto:Lindsey.churchill@merjent.com


 

 

 

E8. United Stated Army Corps of Engineers    



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT 

NORTH DAKOTA REGULATORY OFFICE 
3319 UNIVERSITY DRIVE 

BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58504-7565 

 

Printed on               Recycled Paper 

 

August 1, 2024 
 

NWO-2024-01260-BIS                      
                                                                                            
 

Merjent, Inc. 
Attn: Ms. Lindsey Churchill 
1 Main Street SE, Suite 300 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 
 
Dear Ms. Churchill: 
        
     This is in response to information received on July 16, 2024 regarding the proposed 
Northern Divide Energy Storage Project.  The project is located in the W½ of Section 
16, Section 17, N½ of Section 20, and N½NW¼ of Section 21, Township 161 North, 
Range 93 West, Burke County, North Dakota. 
 
     U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Offices administer Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (Section 404).  A Section 404 permit would be required for the 
discharge of dredge or fill material (temporarily or permanently) in waters of the United 
States.  Waters of the United States may include, but are not limited to, rivers, streams, 
ditches, coulees, lakes, ponds, and their adjacent wetlands.  Fill material includes, but is 
not limited to, rock, sand, soil, clay, plastics, construction debris, wood chips, 
overburden from mines or other excavation activities and materials used to create any 
structure or infrastructure in waters of the United States. 
 
     Based on the information contained in your letter, the Corps has determined that 
your proposed project may need a Clean Water Act Section 404 permit if there is a 
discharge of dredge or fill material into any types of waters listed in the paragraph 
above.  If you decide to submit a permit application, the permit application and 
instructions for completing the application are enclosed and may also be found at: 
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Regulatory-Program-and-
Permits/Obtain-a-Permit. Be sure to accurately describe all proposed work and 
construction methodology.  Once the application is complete, mail it to the letterhead 
address or to the email address (preferred) below. 
 
 The North Dakota Regulatory office prefers that all submissions are sent 
electronically to the following email address: CENWO-OD-RND@usace.army.mil 
instead of a hard copy by mail.  Please split large attachments (>25 MB) into multiple 
emails if needed. 
 

 
 





 

 

 

E9. Burke County    
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E11. North Dakota Geological Survey    
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E12. North Dakota Game Fish Department & U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service    



Governor    Director    Deputy Director 
        Doug Burgum       Jeb Williams      Scott A. Peterson 

100 North Bismarck Expressway | Bismarck ND, 58504-5095 | (701) 328-6300 | Fax: (701) 328-6352 

July 22, 2024 

Lindsey Churchill, Senior Project Manager 

Merjent, Inc. 

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 

Subject: Proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage Facility in Burke County, North Dakota 

Ms. Churchill, 

Thank you for reaching out to the North Dakota Game and Fish Department (Department) regarding the 

proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage Facility. Ensuring we develop efficient and clean energy 

responsibly is beneficial to both the residents of the state and the wildlife. The addition of battery storage 

to increase the deliverability and reliability of an existing wind farm is a promising next step in ensuring 

projects remain efficient and effective at meeting increased demands. However, as this is a newer 

technology in general and new to the state, it is imperative that due diligence is taken, especially early in 

the siting process. 

The Project is a unique case, as it is one of the first battery storage project to be introduced in North 

Dakota. There is much uncertainty of the risk these projects pose to wildlife, and as such, it is quite 

difficult to minimize risk, when so little about the risk is known. In the absence of state specific 

guidelines or best management practices, general recommendations can be made to avoid/minimize 

impacts based on the best science available at the time.  

1. Site Selection

a. Adhere to criteria laid out in 69-06-08-01 of the North Dakota Administrative Code, which

specifies areas of exclusion and avoidance for energy conversion facilities

(https://www.ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/69-06-08.pdf).

b. Select a site with minimal risk to wildlife. Refer to Figure B11, Key Native Wildlife and Habitat

Areas, in Wind Energy Development in North Dakota – Best Management Practices, to assess the

potential risk of the site selected (https://gf.nd.gov/node/4800).

c. Avoid areas of unstable land surfaces such as slopes and areas prone to erosion.

d. Avoid state or federally owned/operated land (including, but not limited to, Wildlife Management

Areas, Private Land Open To Sportsmen, National Wildlife Refuges, etc.)



Governor    Director    Deputy Director 
 Doug Burgum   Jeb Williams      Scott A. Peterson 

100 North Bismarck Expressway | Bismarck ND, 58504-5095 | (701) 328-6300 | Fax: (701) 328-6352 

2. Micro-sitting

a. Habitat loss:

i. Focus on avoidance: micro-sitting sites away from native/unbroken habitat (grasslands,

woodlands, and wetlands), before moving to mitigation strategies. Impacts to rare,

unique, and declining species will be much greater if the habitat they depend on is

disturbed or lost.

ii. Avoid installing new drain tile systems that may drain or hinder replenishment of

adjacent wetlands or that flood adjacent wetlands during drastic precipitation events.

b. Habitat fragmentation:

i. Consolidate all facilities and roads to the extent possible as to reduce habitat

fragmentation.

c. Threatened and Endangered species

i. Coordinate with the US Fish and Wildlife Service to assess and minimize risk to species

listed under the Endangered Species Act.

3. Construction

a. Wildlife safe fencing should be used, and efforts should be taken to ensure wildlife is not trapped

within the facility, such as constructing structures installed to allow animals to escape or checking

for entrapped animals routinely.

b. Any lighting installed should be designed to minimize light pollution and initiatives that aim to

reduce impacts to wildlife should be considered.

c. A plan for managing noxious weeds should be created and approved by the local weed board/s.

d. Wildlife friendly plantings should be utilized to the extent possible (I.e. native wildflower and

grass seed mixes over non-native mixes and natural hedgerows versus fencing).

4. Voluntary Offsets

a. It is recommended that when impacts to unbroken grasslands, wetlands, and woodlands cannot be

avoided, suitable replacements be applied back onto the landscape. Ensuring these habitats

remain on the landscape is the only way to stem the decline of our state’s rare and sensitive

species and prevent listings through the Endangered Species Act, which could impact both the

state and its citizens. The Department recommends that any acre of habitat broken due to

development be replaced at a minimum of a 1:1 ratio. For example, if 100 acres of native

grasslands are going to be developed for energy conversion, a minimum of 100 acres of

grasslands should be planted within the county to offset that impact. These plantings should also

be protected for the life of the project.

5. Safety plans

a. If the batteries used pose a risk to either wildlife or human life (fire/explosion risk, chemical

leakage, etc.) safety plans should be developed.

6. Recycling plans

a. An end-of-life/ recycling plan should be developed so that a safe and effective disposal of the

batteries is ensured when the project reaches the end of its life.

As the project moves forward, the Department requests to remain informed. To accurately analyze the 

project and provide valuable feedback to the Public Service Commission, it is important that the 

Department receives all documents, including wildlife surveys, spatial data, and any voluntary offsets 

being proposed 100 days prior to the hearing date. 



Governor    Director    Deputy Director 
 Doug Burgum   Jeb Williams      Scott A. Peterson 

100 North Bismarck Expressway | Bismarck ND, 58504-5095 | (701) 328-6300 | Fax: (701) 328-6352 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project. 

Sincerely, 

Greg Link 

Chief, Conservation and Communications Division 

Cc: Luke Toso, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

ND Public Service Commission 
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NextEra Energy, Inc. 

 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 

 

 

 

 

November 5, 2024 

 

Greg Link 

Chief, Conservation and Communications Division 

North Dakota Game and Fish Department 

100 N Bismarck Expressway 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58504 

 

Subject: Proposed Northern Divide Energy Storage Facility in Burke County, North Dakota 

 

Dear Mr. Link, 

 

Thank you for your letter and for providing detailed guidance regarding the proposed Northern Divide 

Energy Storage Project (the project). Northern Divide Energy Storage appreciates the North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department’s (Department’s) commitment to ensuring responsible energy development and its 

focus on wildlife protection. Below, we address each of the points in response to your July 22, 2024 

letter. 

 

1. Site Selection 

a. The project will adhere to North Dakota Administrative Code Section 69-06-08-01, 

which outlines areas of exclusion and avoidance for energy conversion facilities. Given 

that the project is a utility-scale energy storage plant with a capacity of 5 megawatts or 

more, it is subject to the North Dakota Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility 

Siting Act and the regulations of the North Dakota Public Service Commission 

(Commission). 

 

In our upcoming application for a Certificate of Site Compatibility, we will address the 

specified exclusion and avoidance areas, selection criteria, and policy requirements. The 

design of the project will reflect these considerations to ensure full compliance with the 

Commission’s regulations and the North Dakota Administrative Code. 

 

b. While helpful, Wind Energy Development in North Dakota – Best Management Practices 

is specific to wind energy development. However, we strive to select sites to minimize 

risk to wildlife and have taken that approach for this project as well. For the Northern 

Divide Energy Storage Project, Northern Divide Energy Storage selected a site in 

existing cropland, adjacent to existing energy infrastructure to minimize impacts to 

wildlife.  

 

c. As required by North Dakota Administrative Code Section 69-06-08-01, the project has 

been sited to avoid unstable land surfaces, including landslide deposits mapped by the 

North Dakota Geological Survey. 

 

d. The project has been sited on private land and avoids state or federally owned/operated 

land, including Wildlife Management Areas and National Wildlife Refuges, and the 

project avoids Private Land Open To Sportsmen easements. 
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NextEra Energy, Inc. 

 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 

 

2. Micro-siting 

a. Habitat Loss 

i. The project, with an approximate size of 20 acres, has been sited within existing 

cropland and therefore avoids native/unbroken habitats (grasslands, woodlands, 

and wetlands). A wetland delineation survey has been conducted within the 

proposed site, and the project has been designed to avoid wetlands.  

ii. The project does not include the installation of drain tile systems.  

 

b. Habitat Fragmentation 

i. The project has been designed to consolidate facilities and roads to minimize 

habitat fragmentation. The storage facility has been located adjacent to the 

existing Northern Divide Wind substation and will share an access road from 

Highway 40 with the existing substation. 

 

c. Threatened and Endangered Species 

i. Northern Divide Energy Storage has coordinated with the USFWS regarding the 

project. In accordance with North Dakota Administrative Code 69-06-01-05 

Northern Divide Energy Storage sent the same notification letter to USFWS that 

the Department has received. Northern Divide Energy Storage has held meetings 

with the USFWS to discuss proposed NextEra development projects in North 

Dakota, including the project. Most recently, on June 13, 2024, Northern Divide 

Energy Storage attended a meeting with the Department and USFWS to discuss 

the project. To date, USFWS stated that they had no concerns with the project 

since it was sited in existing cropland. Northern Divide Energy Storage will 

continue to coordinate with the USFWS as necessary. 

 

3. Construction 

a. Fencing will be designed to conform with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 

70, also known as the National Electrical Code (NEC). Enforced in all 50 states, NFPA 

70 is the benchmark for safe electrical design, installation, and inspection to protect 

people and property from electrical hazards. NFPA 70 Section 110.31 "Enclosures for 

Electrical Installations" states that a 7’ fence is needed, and it is anticipated that chain 

link fencing with a minimum height of 6’, topped with 1’ of three-strand barbed wire will 

be installed.   

 

b. No lighting is proposed for the project. Any lighting required for night-time operations 

and maintenance issues will be temporary and provided by the operations team.  

 

c. Northern Divide Energy Storage will create a noxious weed management plan. Northern 

Divide Energy Storage will submit the noxious weed management plan for approval to 

the Burke County Weed Board. 

 

d. The project site is located in cropland and any temporarily impacted areas are expected to 

be planted to a Natural Resources Conservation Service recommended seed mix 

appropriate for an industrial application. 

 

4. Voluntary Offsets 

a. In accordance with Commission regulations and criteria, the project has been sited to 

minimize impacts. The proposed project will not impact unbroken grasslands, wetlands, 
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700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 

or woodlands as it is located on cropland. Therefore, we do not anticipate the need for 

voluntary offsets. By selecting a site that avoids these sensitive habitats, Northern Divide 

Energy Storage aims to ensure that there are negligible negative effects on the state's rare 

and sensitive species, thereby aligning with the Department’s recommendations and 

preserving natural landscapes. 

 

5. Safety Plans 

a. Safety plans will be developed to address potential risks from the batteries, including fire 

risk and chemical leakage. Northern Divide Energy Storage will develop an Emergency 

Action Plan for the project. The Emergency Action Plan will be provided to all project 

personnel prior to initiating construction and will establish actions to be taken by the 

personnel responsible in the event of an emergency. 

 

6. Recycling Plans 

a. Northern Divide Energy Storage will work to recycle the lithium-ion batteries, as many 

of the component parts can be recycled from spent batteries and used in new products. 

Northern Divide Energy Storage will require its vendors to provide recycling certificates 

to ensure all applicable regulations are followed in the recycling and disposal of battery 

storage related equipment.  

 

As the project progresses, Northern Divide Energy Storage will ensure that the Department remains 

informed. If the Department seeks further clarification on any of these responses, please let us know. 

Northern Divide Energy Storage will provide the requested documents, including wildlife surveys, 

noxious weed plan, safety plans, and spatial data, at least 100 days prior to the anticipated North Dakota 

Public Service Commission hearing date. 

 

Thank you for your valuable input and support as we move forward with this project. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Dina E. Brown 
 

Dina E. Brown 

Environmental Services Project Manager 

281-570-7108 | Dina.Brown@nexteraenergy.com 

 

Cc. Luke Toso, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
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I. Introduction 
1. NextEra Energy (NEE) Engineering & Construction (EC) Business Unit (BU) has established the 
following procedure so that all Northern Divide Energy Storage (Project) team members understand the 
practices that are to be followed to be prepared for and to provide immediate and effective response to 
emergencies that might arise at the facility. 

2. Because the safety of team members is the primary concern, the Northern Divide Energy Storage 
Emergency Response Coordinator and each team member of the Project are committed to providing a 
safe, healthy work environment and are responsible for ensuring implementation of these procedures.  

3. Life safety of team members shall be the highest priority during an event. 

II. Scope & Limitations 
1. This Procedure applies to all NextEra Energy, Inc., employees, contingent staff, contracted staff, 
supplier staff supporting NEE EC BU projects & operations. 

2. The deviation authority of this procedure is the Document Owner. Deviation request are to be 
submitted in accordance with the NEE EC BU ECMS.002.000 – Deviation Procedure.  

3. Comments and suggested improvements to this procedure are to be forwarded to the Document 
Owner. 

4. This plan does not imply, nor should readers infer, that its implementation will guarantee that a 
perfect response will be practical or possible.  No plan can shield individuals from all events. 

5. Responders will attempt to coordinate the plan and response according to all applicable laws and 
standards. 

6. Response to emergencies, events, or disasters shall only be undertaken to the level of the responders’ 
training, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), and resources available. 

7. There may be little to no warning during specific events to implement operational procedures. 

8. The success or failure of all emergency plans depends upon effective training, continual (e.g., annual) 
review of this response plan, and execution of the response. 

9. Sites and team members shall comply with applicable codes, standards, and other requirements as 
apply in their locality, even if those codes, standards, and requirements contradict this plan. 

10. Successful implementation of this plan depends on timely identification of capabilities, available 
resources at the time of the incident and a thorough information exchange between responding 
organizations and Northern Divide Energy Storage team members. 
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III. Facility Description 
1. Northern Divide Energy Storage is located in Burke County at 9327 ND-40, Columbus, ND, 58727.  The 
Project includes a 100-MW, four-hour duration Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility 
encompassing approximately 20 acres. The primary entrance to the Project will utilize an existing 
driveway located on North Dakota (ND) Highway 40. 

2. Appendix 1 provides a map of the Northern Divide Energy Storage.  Notification information for the 
Project. Notification information for Project team members and external support organizations (police, 
fire department, medical facilities, etc.) that may be called to respond to emergency situations at 
Northern Divide Energy Storage is included in Appendix 4.  The Site Manager or their delegate substitute 
is available via cellular phone in case of an emergency. 

IV. Plan Review and Revision 
1. A review of the Northern Divide Energy Storage emergency response plan shall be conducted and 
documented at a minimum of an annual basis. 
 
2. The Northern Divide Energy Storage emergency response plan shall also be reviewed and amended 
whenever there is a change in the facilities design, construction, operation, or maintenance that affects 
the emergency response planning.   
 
3. The Northern Divide Energy Storage emergency response plan shall be reviewed and updated to 
reflect the changes that may affect this plan when outside resources are changed or modified. 

 

V. Emergency Response Management 
 
Overall Organization 
1. Overall responsibility for the Project emergency response plan lies with the Northern Divide Energy 
Storage Emergency Response Coordinator.  The Emergency Response Coordinator or their designee is 
responsible for the program implementation, including designating evacuation routes and employee 
assembly points, coordinating severe weather activities, communication emergency response 
procedures Project team members, contracting with emergency response organizations, and contractor 
coordination. 
 
Roles & Responsibilities 
2. Specific management personnel will assume leadership roles for emergency responses. The Northern 
Divide Energy Storage Emergency Response Coordinator, Site Manager, and/or lead team members will 
assist in the implementation of this plan by knowing and communicating evacuation routes to team 
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members during emergency evacuation and reporting the status of the evacuation to the Fire 
Department. The Emergency Response Coordinator is responsible for seeing that this plan is 
implemented and will appoint an adequate number of personnel to enforce the plan, assure everyone is 
familiar with this plan and act as a liaison with the local Fire Department(s). 
 
3. All Project team members have a responsibility to immediately report emergency situations to the 
lead team member on duty or local emergency responder personnel when appropriate. There shall be 
no delay to report emergency events that require the local emergency responders. The lead team 
member will then notify the Emergency Response Coordinator and other key personnel of the situation 
using the Northern Divide Energy Storage Emergency Notification Telephone List (refer to Appendix 3). 
Where a lead team member is not assigned, facility personnel will refer to the Emergency Notification 
Telephone list to inform key personnel.  
 
4. The Emergency Response Coordinator (or designee) shall be responsible for initiating a ‘phone tree’ 
for informing relevant operations and administrative contacts in [Site Owner / Operator], including the 
Regional Manager to initiate corporate awareness and public communications activities in accordance 
with company structure and policies. 
 
5. A subject matter expert (SME) shall be contactable at all times by telephone. This person and a 
designated secondary SME contact should be readily available to first responders in the case of 
emergency situations. The SME shall be versed in the battery’s failure modes and hazards. A working 
knowledge of incident command systems will allow the SME to integrate into the emergency response 
operations when needed. If this is not practical, a toll-free phone number should be available such that 
first responders may call at any time, and be given operational data on the system, including its current 
state of health, system alarm notifications, and advice on how to proceed during an emergency event. 

 
Preparation and Planning for Emergencies  
6. Pre-planning for emergencies is a crucial element of this plan. The following steps have been taken in 
planning for emergency situations at Northern Divide Energy Storage: 

• Fire department and other first responders have received a copy of this plan and have 
participated in an on-site familiarization meeting. 

• All emergency responder access points to the facility shall be identified.  
•  An emergency response information notice board shall be maintained at [location readily visible 

and accessible to all team members, identified in Appendix 1] and contain key contacts for 
emergencies, a list of personnel certified in First Aid/CPR, and other notices as outlined in this 
document or as deemed appropriate by the Emergency Response Coordinator. Provision shall 
be made for non-English speaking workers on site.  

• All road exits are established and posted on the emergency information notice board.  
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• Evacuation route diagrams have been documented and posted on the emergency information 
notice board.  

• Logs of on-site team members for tracking headcounts during emergencies shall be maintained.  
• All buildings and property surrounded by fencing will be marked by signage that identifies 

specific hazards (such as the NFPA diamond, and all applicable Danger, Caution, Warning signal 
words).  

• Project team members receive instruction to keep exits from the site or O&M Building clear and 
to maintain ready access to fire extinguishers by not blocking them with furniture, or any other 
means.  

• Safe approach distances are established for equipment’s different failure modes, team members 
are trained in these distances, and such information is communicated in writing to first 
responders during drills and other emergency response informational meetings.  

• Safety Data Sheets (SDS) provided by manufacturers shall, where relevant, be provided to first 
responders. In some cases, manufacturers or suppliers will provide Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) instead of SDS where relevant.  

Emergency Routes 
7. A Northern Divide Energy Storage evacuation sheet shall be posted and orally communicated to site 
personnel. These procedures shall be discussed at periodic safety meetings in addition to being covered 
during new team member orientation. Team members are to know at least two exits whenever possible 
and be familiar with the evacuation routes posted in the location indicated on the site map (Appendix 
1).  
 
8. Depending upon the degree of emergency, weather and/or site conditions, roadways as designated 
on the site map (Appendix 1) will be used for routes of evacuation. In the event of an evacuation, all 
team members will meet at the designated muster point for further information. If the primary muster 
point is inaccessible or hazardous, team members shall gather at the secondary muster point and inform 
the emergency coordinator (if not present) by radio or telephone. The emergency response coordinator 
shall inform personnel of a diversion to the secondary muster point by such mean as are available, to 
include radio or loud hailer. If team members are unable to make it to the designated muster points, 
they should seek shelter wherever possible and contact their supervisor for further instructions.  
 
9. Accountability of team members shall be of the upmost importance and be conducted in a timely 
manner. Responder access points shall be kept unobstructed at all times so first responders will not be 
hindered in their operations when responding to emergencies within the site. 
 
Communications 
10. Timely and efficient communications are essential to deal with an emergency response situation. 
The Emergency Response Coordinator is the central point of contact for all involved in an emergency 
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response, including for first responders and Subject Matter Experts (SMEs). The following processes shall 
be observed during emergency communications:  

• Team members using radios/phones shall yield to individuals who are the most directly involved 
in an emergency response activity, i.e. emergency response takes priority over all other 
communication on company network.  

• Emergency transmissions should be clearly announced using signal words such as ‘urgent’ or 
‘mayday.’ These signal words give priority to the radio transmitter to proceed with their 
message.  

• If emergency radio/phone communications are interrupted or unclear, employees shall proceed 
to the muster point located at [location] and identified in Appendix 1.  

• All hand-held radios/phones should be recharged daily with back-up batteries ready for use.  
• Radios shall be inspected daily for functionality and a radio check shall be transmitted to confirm 

that both the transmission and receiving functions work. If a radio is not working properly then 
the team member shall notify the lead team member and make arrangements for some other 
form of communication while working. Radios that are not working properly shall be placed out 
of service and labeled appropriately so they will not be used by another team member.  

• Provision shall be made for non-English speaking team members on site.  
 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
11. The operation or maintenance of specific equipment may have different safety requirements.  There 
are different levels of PPE that must be checked and maintained.  All team members who wear levels of 
protection above and beyond their normal everyday attire must be trained in that PPE.  All training of 
PPE shall be conducted by a competent person and documented.  Some PPE have a SCAM (selection, 
care and maintenance) document that will instruct the team member on the limitations of the PPE and 
the proper maintenance of the PPE.  Always be aware of individual equipment operational requirements 
and hazards as well as out service dates. 
 

12. All PPE is required to be worn at all times for the work being conducted.  Any PPE that is 
compromised or no longer considered viable for protection shall be discarded and replaced. Any PPE 
that comes in contact with hazardous material shall be properly decontaminated and inspected for 
functionality before being returned to service. 
 
General Training Requirements 
13. Initial training for all site team members with respect to the contents of this EAP/ERP shall be 
undertaken upon the start of employment of substantial changes in duties. 
 
14. Refresher training of the EAP/ERP for all site team members shall be conducted at least annually. 
 
15.  Documentation of the EAP/ERP training is to be maintained. 
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16. Site Team members acting as Site Managers, Leadmen, or Emergency Coordinators are to be trained 
in their specific duties upon being assigned those duties. 
 
17. All site team members are to be trained on the actions to be taken in case of an emergency. 
 
18. All site team members are to be trained on the specific characteristics of the equipment and systems 
being used at the Project. 
 
19. All site team members tasked with responding to hazardous material incidents are to be provided 
training that meets federal and state standards. 
 
Training 
20. Initial training for all site team members with respect to the contents of this ERP shall be undertaken 
upon the start of employment or substantial changes in duties. Refresher training of the ERP to site 
personnel shall be conducted at least annually. Documentation of ERP training is to be maintained in site 
files.  
 
21. A variety of emergency response drills (such as fire, tornado, bomb threat, etc. as relevant to the 
site) are to be held by [site owner/operator] at minimum on a quarterly basis and shall be documented. 
At least on an annual basis, the [locality] Fire Department and other emergency response personnel 
shall be requested to participate and assist with critique of evacuation drills. Table-top exercises are 
encouraged to familiarize relevant response personnel with procedures for different types of 
emergencies that could be encountered at the site.  
 
22. The site Emergency Response Coordinator and Lead team members are trained in their specific 
duties upon being assigned these roles or beginning their employment. All building occupants have been 
instructed in actions to take in case of an emergency through their copies of procedures and training, as 
needed.  
 
23. Operator team members should receive supplier / manufacturer approved training on the specific 
characteristics of the energy storage system. Applicable common standards (e.g. on electrical safety) 
should be taken into account.  
 
24. All team members who wear levels of protection above and beyond their normal everyday attire 
must be trained in that PPE. All training of PPE shall be conducted by a competent person and 
documented.  
 
25. All hazardous materials incident emergency responders and team members at hazardous materials 
facilities, transport companies, waste treatment facilities, storage facilities and disposal facilities will be 
provided training which meets federal and state standards. Such training will be commensurate with 
their employer’s or organization’s plan and policies.  
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26. Initial and refresher training regarding warning systems and alarms shall be conducted at least 
annually. Documentation of training is to be maintained in site files. 
 
Warning Systems and Alarms 
27. Audible and visual (e.g., flashing lights) alarm systems should be established that reflect specific on-
site hazard analyses. Team members should be trained on the significance of different alarms and the 
corresponding actions as outlined elsewhere in this Plan. Descriptions of each alarm and corresponding 
actions should be clearly posted on an emergency information notice board (location marked on map in 
Appendix 1). 
 
28. Warning systems and alarms should be tested at least every six months or more frequently per 
manufacturer specifications or code requirements. Tests shall be documented. All site team members, 
as well as those offsite who are likely to hear or see an alarm, should be made aware of tests so as not 
to cause undue concern. 
 

VI. Emergency Response  
 
1. Only team members who are properly trained in accordance with 29 CFR Part 1910.120(q)(6) may 
respond to hazardous chemical releases.  
 
2. No team member is required or permitted to place himself or herself in harm’s way in order to 
facilitate extinguishment, evacuation, or rescue. All rescue operations will be performed by trained 
professionals upon their arrival. Rescue operations will only be conducted after a risk-reward analysis is 
done and proper PPE is used to protect against any adverse hazards that may be encountered.  
 
3. Incidents where local fire department personnel are involved will be managed under a system 
established by the fire department, called ‘Incident Command System.’ This establishes a primary 
incident commander and a liaison to or for the Emergency Response Coordinator. 
 
Analyze 
4. Without entering an immediate hazard area, the team member who first discovers an emergency 
should identify the following:  

• Is there a fire, spill, explosion, or other incident happening?  
• Does medical assistance appear to be needed?  
• Who/what is at risk: people, the environment, or property?  
• What are the weather and terrain conditions and risks?  

5. The team member will also isolate the area to keep people away from the scene until trained 
responders arrive, as long as it is safe to do so. A team member who has not received training in 
emergency response should take no actions beyond notification, isolation of the area, and personal 
safety precautions. Any efforts made to rescue persons, protect property, or protect the environment 
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must be weighed against the possibility of becoming part of the problem. Attempts to rescue others 
shall only be attempted with proper PPE, proper training, and in a manner that does not create 
significant risk to rescuer or others. Persons at the scene must not contact spilled material or inhale 
fumes, smoke, or vapors. 
 
Plan 
6. After all life hazards are no longer a threat, a plan of operation shall be devised for remediation of the 
event. The plan shall be communicated to all responders and safety of all responders shall be 
paramount. A staging area, if needed, shall be identified for extra personnel and equipment that may be 
needed to accomplish the plan’s objectives. All responders that will enter the hot zone (affected area) 
must be made aware of any decontaminated area upon their exit of the hot zone. Trained responders 
will be called to the scene by the O&M Manager and/or Lead team members to begin the process of 
hazard assessment and to establish objectives and priorities. The hot zone shall be identified, and all 
non-essential personnel shall not be permitted to enter this area without proper training and permission 
of the Emergency Response Coordinator. 
 
Implement 
7. The initial response phase starts with notification, which activates the emergency response system. 
Anyone who observes or receives information regarding an emergency at Northern Divide Energy 
Storage should immediately notify available personnel using the Project radio network or their issued 
cell phones. The Emergency Response Coordinator and/or Lead team member will then ensure 911 is 
notified. At the Project, team members are notified of emergencies by cell phone/radio and word of 
mouth from the Emergency Response Coordinator and/or Lead Team members. Appendix 4 provides a 
list of emergency notification information for Northern Divide Energy Storage team members. 
  
8. If an event has the potential to impact the local community, Northern Divide Energy Storage will 
contact local fire/police to make community notifications. The contact list in Appendix 2 also provides 
notification information for the Company Public Affairs team who will provide guidance for instances 
involving media. The Emergency Response Coordinator and/or Lead Team members will coordinate any 
media efforts through the Project Asset Manager and Company Legal Department. 
  
9. The incident command post will be set up in a location free of contaminants and located upwind 
uphill and upstream. The Emergency Response Coordinator or designee shall remain at the incident 
command post to serve as a liaison to the Incident Commander designated by emergency responders. 
Trained responders may enter a ‘hot zone’ only when wearing appropriate protective equipment. Team 
members entering the hot zone shall be briefed on the plan before entering. All communication devices 
shall be tested prior to entry into the hot zone. A decontamination corridor shall be established prior to 
entry into the hot zone. There shall be accountability taken of all personnel entering and leaving the hot 
zone. A back up team that has the same PPE shall be at the ready in the event of the entry team needs 
quick assistance. A decontamination team shall be ready to for after exiting the location (warm zone). 
There shall be a doffing station that is set up immediately at the end of the decontamination section 
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that will allow the responders a safe place to remove their PPE. Only trained responders are authorized 
to risk exposure to chemicals for purposes of containing or stopping the material release.  
 
10. The Emergency Response Coordinator or a designee will be responsible for notifying the appropriate 
regulatory agencies and, if necessary, the Emergency Response Contractor or mutual aid groups. 
 
Evaluate 
11. During the implementation phase of the emergency, response, action, and progress shall be 
analyzed by the Emergency Response Coordinator constantly. If the plan seems to be ineffective or 
unsafe the responders shall be removed from the hot zone and the plan shall be revised. The new plan 
shall be implemented, and that revised plan shall be analyzed for safety effectiveness again. 

 
VII. Evacuation Procedures 
 
1. When notified to evacuate, site team members shall do so in a calm and orderly fashion, keeping the 
following instructions in mind:  

• Walk, don’t run. Help others who need assistance as long as doing so does not put you at 
greater risk.  

• Stay upwind, upstream, and uphill whenever possible.  
• Watch for other traffic and equipment on access roads and roadways.  
• Be aware of ice/snow and loose gravel conditions.  
• Drive safely.  

 
2. Site team members shall go to the primary designated muster area as identified in Appendix 1. If 
employees are unable to make it to the muster area, they should divert to the secondary muster area 
and immediately contact their supervisor for further instructions. 
  
3. During evacuation, the Emergency Response Coordinator and/or Lead team members should ensure 
that every person on his/her crew has been notified and that evacuation routes are clear. Any person 
with a disability (mobility, hearing, sight, etc.) who requires assistance to evacuate is responsible for pre-
arranging with someone in their immediate work area to assist them in the event of an emergency. 
Anyone knowing of a person with a disability or injury who was not able to evacuate will report this fact 
immediately to their supervisor. This information shall be communicated to emergency responders 
immediately upon their arrival if the disabled person has not been evacuated. 
 
4. Once an evacuation is complete, the Emergency Response Coordinator or Lead team ember should 
account for all personnel. This accountability information shall be communicated to the emergency 
responders immediately upon their arrival. When a person is unaccounted for, the following information 
shall be communicated to the emergency responders:  
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• Name of the individual  
• Disabled or not disabled  
• Work location  
• Last known location  

 

VIII. Post Emergency Reporting Procedures 
 
1. Following any emergency described in this plan, and in compliance with facility permits and other 
County and/or State requirements, an incident report will be prepared by the Emergency Response 
Coordinator and transmitted to the appropriate individuals and agencies after review by the Company 
Regional Manager.  
 
2. The Emergency Response Coordinator shall compile all documentation and perform a post-emergency 
investigation. Immediate performance of this activity will aid in determining the exact circumstances 
and cause of the incident. Issues to be determined include:  

• Causes of the incident.  
• Effectiveness of the emergency response plan.  
• Need for amendments to the response plan.  
• Need for additional training programs.  

 
3. The fire department will make the final determination regarding when the scene is safe to release the 
site to team members. In some circumstances the scene may need to be safeguarded for investigators 
to examine the event failures. If the event was caused by a criminal act, the Project manager shall be 
guided by law enforcement for direction.  
 
4. If the facility is not able to reopen due to the event, the Project Manager will make a determination 
regarding continuity of operations for the facility in consultation with the Company Leadership. 
 

IX. Fire Incidents 
1. All team members working at Northern Divide Energy Storage are to be trained and should know how 
to prevent and respond to a fire emergency.  All site team members shall: 

• Complete a site training program identifying the fire risk at the Project. 
• Understand the protocol and follow emergency procedures should an event occur. 
• Review and report potential fire hazards to the Site Manager. 

2. No team member is required or permitted to place themselves in harm’s way in order to facilitate 
extinguishment, evacuation, or rescue.  All rescue operation will be performed by trained emergency 
responders upon their arrival. 
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X. Conditions Associated with Energy Storage Systems 
1. Energy storage systems present a unique challenge for emergency responders. Unlike a typical 
electrical or gas utility, an energy storage system does not have a single point of disconnect.  Whereas 
there are disconnects that will de-energize select parts of the system, batteries will remain energized. 
 
2. The following hazards may be encountered when fighting fires in energy storage systems: 

• Shock or arcing hazards due to the presence of water during suppression activities. 
• Related electrical enclosures may not resist water intrusion from the high-pressure stream 

of a fire hose. 
• Batteries damaged in the fire may not resist water intrusion. 
• Damaged conductors may not resist water intrusion. 
• Shock hazards due to direct contact with energized components. 
• No means of complete electrical disconnect. 
• Chemical spills. 
• Toxic gases. 
• Thermal runaways and explosions. 

XI. Fire and Water 
1. Due to the hazards described above, care and consideration should be applied when considering fire 
suppression by means of water inundation within energy storage systems. But because water as an 
extinguishing agent is commonplace, the appropriate use of water should be assessed, i.e. whether 
water reacts with the chemistries present or whether it is not an appropriate extinguisher class. The 
local fire department should be informed of appropriate fire suppression methods for the energy 
storage system type as identified by the equipment manufacturer.  
 
2. If unconventional fire extinguishers are required, local first responders should be alerted and trained 
on their use, including a familiarization drill. The appropriate and most suitable extinguisher should be 
recommended based on the specific needs of the site in accordance with guidance from the 
manufacture. This may include water in some cases, and in all scenarios its use should not be 
discouraged.  
 

3. All fire extinguishing equipment, whether automatic or manual, shall be regularly inspected for 
functionality as per manufacturers’ guidance. 

XII. Response to a Fire Incident 
1. In the event of an incipient stage (beginning, small) fire, employees should notify adjacent individuals 
of this situation and exit the area. Only team members trained in the use of fire extinguishers or other 
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manual fire suppression systems should attempt to use an extinguisher or system. Team members are 
not expected or authorized to respond to fires beyond the incipient stage (i.e., fires that are beyond the 
beginning stage and which cannot be extinguished using a hand-held, portable fire extinguisher). The 
fire department should be immediately notified by dialing 911 when any type of unintended fire has 
taken place. Site management shall also be immediately notified of any emergency. 

Fire External to Battery Container or Enclosure 
2. The following actions are to be taken for a fire external to a battery container or enclosure: 

• Call 911 and report the following:  
o Site name: Northern Divide Energy Storage  
o The address of the main entrance: 9327 ND-40, Columbus, ND, 58727 or nearest site 

access point  
o Injuries, if any, and need for ambulance  

• Make sure the immediate area of the fire is clear of personnel.  
• Account for all team members and visitors who were working in the immediate area of the fire. 

If any team members are unaccounted for from the immediate fire area, a communication shall 
be made through out the facility in attempt to locate the person(s) missing. If the person(s) is 
equipped with a facility radio, then an emergency transmission shall be communicated in 
attempt to locate the team member(s).  

• Contact the Site Manager (if present) and Emergency Response Coordinator (if not the Site 
Manger Manager) immediately.  

• Remove any obstructions (vehicles, material, etc.) that might impede response to the scene.  
• Station available team members at road intersections to stop traffic flow into the fire scene.  
• Evacuate the energy storage system area immediately if the fire warning alarm sounds or fire 

warning lights illuminate.  
• Proceed to the designated muster point for head count.  

o If onsite, the designated Emergency Response Coordinator will do a head count and 
relay any information/instructions.  

• If you encounter heavy smoke, stay low and breathe through a handkerchief or other fabric; 
move away from the area.  

• Assist anyone having trouble leaving the area so long as doing so does not put the assistor at 
additional risk.  

• Attempt to extinguish the fire ONLY if you have had the appropriate training and proper 
firefighting agent for the type of fire. Refer to the specific safety data sheet.  

• Do not leave the designated muster point until advised to do so. If risk (e.g. smoke) requires 
evacuation of the muster point, the secondary muster point (designated on the map in Appendix 
1) will be used and that fact announced via radio and alarms as available.  
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• The Emergency Response Coordinator will issue an ‘all clear’ only when the fire department 
informs them that it is safe to do so.  

• The energy storage system is not to be accessed until the Site Manager or designated 
Emergency Response Coordinator gives authorization  
 

Fire Internal to Battery Container 
3. The following actions are to be taken for a fire internal to Battery Container: 

• Call 911 and report the following:  
o Site name: Northern Divide Energy Storage  
o The address of the main entrance: 9327 ND-40, Columbus, ND, 58727 or nearest site 

access point  
o Injuries, if any, and need for ambulance  

•  Make sure the immediate area of the fire is clear of personnel.  
• Account for all team members, and visitors who were working in the area of the fire. If any 

personnel are unaccounted for from the immediate fire area, a communication shall be made 
through out the facility in attempt to locate the person(s) missing. If the person(s) is equipped 
with a facility radio then an emergency transmission shall be communicated in attempt to locate 
the team member(s).  

• Contact the Site Manager (if present) and Emergency Response Coordinator (if not the Site 
Manager) immediately.  

• Contact the Operations Center and Manager (if present).  
•  Evacuate the area immediately if the fire warning alarm sounds or fire warning lights illuminate.  
• Remove any obstructions (vehicles, material, etc.) that might impede response to the scene.  
• Proceed to the designated muster point for head count.  

o If onsite, the designated Emergency Response Coordinator will do a head count and 
relay any information/instructions.  

• If you encounter heavy smoke, stay low and breathe through a handkerchief or other fabric.  
• If there is a second means of egress that is clear of smoke, that egress path will be used, and a 

radio transmission or other type of communication shall be made stating that the clear egress 
point for other personnel to use for escape is the second means of egress.  

• Assist anyone having trouble leaving the area so long as doing so does not put the assistor at 
additional risk.  

• The fire suppression system is designed to work in a contained environment. DO NOT open the 
doors until it has been determined that the agent has been fully released and a pre-determined 
amount of time has passed to ensure no hazards are present, and with approval of emergency 
personnel and Subject Matter Expert.  

• DO NOT put anyone in harm’s way to save the battery equipment in the container.  
• Once the Fire Department arrives, provide them with the following  

o All applicable SDS documents  
o Assistance isolating equipment electrically  



 
Business Unit: Engineering & 

Construction (E&C) 
Document Owner: GM – Safety Services 

Document Name: DRAFT Site Emergency 
Action / Response Plan 

Document Revision #: 0 

Document #: ECMS.002.000 Date of Issuance: 08/05/2024 
 
 

             

15 

o This emergency response plan  
o A liaison to remain with the fire department Incident Commander as needed 

• Do not leave the designated muster point until advised to do so. If risk (e.g. smoke) requires 
evacuation of the muster point, the secondary muster point (designated on the map in Appendix 
1) will be used and that fact announced via radio and alarms as available.  

• The Site manager and/or Emergency Response Coordinator (if not the site manager) will issue 
an ‘all clear’ only when the fire department informs them that it is safe to do so and the site (or 
portions of it) can be reoccupied or normal working conditions can be resumed again.  

• The energy storage system is not to be accessed until the Site Manager or designated 
Emergency Response Coordinator and the emergency responders give authorization.  

 
4.  In the event of a fire incident, the designated team members responsible for the safe shutdown of 
the plant will open switchgear to ensure the grid side of the plant is de-energized and isolate the 
batteries as best able to (i.e. verify the AC and DC breakers are open in the inverter). The Fire 
Department needs to understand that some of the equipment (batteries) will remain energized no 
matter what actions are taken, and the recommended option is containment. Batteries remain 
energized even if all the contactors, breakers, and switches have been opened. 

After a Fire 
5. Hazards after a fire should be identified at the time of installation such that recommendations for 
personal protective equipment (PPE) are available for clean-up crews and hazardous materials 
(HAZMAT) teams. This may include respirators to protect personnel from toxic gas that continues to be 
generated from hot cells. Firewater retention and cleanup measures may be required by local 
regulations. Once first responders have turned the site back to Northern Divide Energy Storage, LLC the 
Subject Matter Expert, in coordination with the Emergency Response Coordinator, shall direct on-site 
team members on procedures for securing the site for safety and pending any investigation.  
 
6. In addition to the gas generation risk, cells that remain hot also pose a delayed ignition risk, whereby 
heat in the cell may transfer to undamaged adjacent cells or remaining active material and reignite the 
fire. As such, fire-damaged equipment must remain monitored for [a period identified in consultation 
with equipment manufacturer and SME].  
 
7. Care should be taken to ensure that damaged batteries containing energy have been safety de-
energized in accordance with disposal procedures, if possible, before handling and disposal. If unable to 
completely de-energize batteries involved in a fire, care should be taken with handling or dismantling 
battery systems involved in fires as they may still contain hazardous energy levels. 

 

XIII. Chemical Release 
Hazardous Materials 
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1.  An inventory of hazardous materials shall be maintained for the Northern Divide Energy Storage and 
provided in advance to first responders, including fire and ambulance services. Materials typically found 
at Northern Divide Energy Storage include: 

• (Note: A detailed list of hazardous materials will be finalized and added to the ERP as the Project 
progresses.) 

2. In the event of a breach of an energy storage containment, hazardous materials that may be released 
at Northern Divide Energy Storage may include: 

• (Note: A detailed list of hazardous materials will be finalized and added to the ERP as the Project 
progresses.) 

3. Only team members who are properly trained in accordance with 29 CFR Part 1910.120(q)(6) may 
respond to hazardous chemical releases.  

Spill Response 
4.  Emergency spill kits are maintained at Northern Divide Energy Storage, identified on the map in 
Appendix 1.  These kits include, at a minimum:  

• Absorbent socks, pads, or pillows 
• Disposal bags and ties 
• Safety glasses 
• Rubber gloves 
• Appropriate neutralization medium for liquid present 
• Hazardous labels 
• Bag of Life-Dri absorbent or equivalent 
• Shovel 
• Broom 

 
5. A formal notification process shall be initiated when a hazardous material spill or potential spill is first 
observed. Immediate actions are necessary. The team member who discovers a spill (spill observer) will 
be responsible for initiating notification and response procedures. Only team members that are properly 
trained in accordance with 29 CFR Part 1910.120(q)(6) may respond to hazardous chemical releases. 
Northern Divide Energy Storage is responsible for providing spill recognition and response training for 
team members. At least one trained team members shall be on duty at all times.  
 
6. The first team member to witness the spill shall follow these procedures:  

• Make an assessment of the incident as observed.  
• If the incident can be safely controlled, take steps to do so (e.g., turn off source of spill).  
• Notify the Emergency Response Coordinator and provide as much information as possible.  
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7. The Site Manager or Emergency Response Coordinator shall follow these procedures in the event of a 
spill:  

• Notify Supervisors.  
• Make sure all team members are removed from the spill area.  
• Take immediate actions to minimize any threat to public safety (verify the spill area has been 

cordoned off).  
• Secure the source of the spill, if safely possible to do so.  
• Maintain close observation of the spill.  

 
8. Cleanup may range from very simple removal of minor spills, to installation of skimmers around large 
spills or between sensitive areas and spills for longer, prolonged cleanups. Cleanups shall be conducted 
as per OSHA regulations (part 1910). Cleanups can be on pavement or on soil surfaces. On-site 
personnel shall be trained in the proper use of the cleanup materials. The Emergency Response 
Contractor or other contracted – and appropriately certified – waste management company may 
provide cleanup and remediation services. It is strongly recommended that all contractors determine a 
disposal site in advance of a spill incident. 

Reporting Major Spills 
9. After initial spill response has begun, notification and reporting to agency personnel shall occur.  

In accordance with North Dakota and federal law, the intentional or unintentional release of hazardous 
materials must be reported to the state within 24 hours of the incident.  This can be accomplished by 
using the Unified Spill/Tier II Reporting System to meet the requirement of notifying all state agencies, 
both online and by calling 1-833-99SPILL (1-833-997-7455). This number provides a one-call routing menu 
with options for reporting based on the nature of the spill.  

Immediate Spill/Release Reporting Criteria: 
• Any spill/release that has an impact, or potential impact, to public health 
• Waterways impacted/threatened 
• Injuries or Deaths 
• Evacuations, or potential need for 
• Any spill/release that has immediate impact to wildlife 

The following procedures should be followed when reporting major spills:  
• Never include information that has not been verified.  
• Never speculate as to the cause of the incident or make any acknowledgment of liability.  
• Do not delay reporting because of incomplete information.  
• Notify the Environmental Services Team Member supporting Northern Divide Energy Storage.  

o The Environmental Services Team Member is responsible for making notification to 
agencies in conformance with 40 CFR parts 110, 119, and 302 when determined to be 
appropriate. 
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o The Environmental Services Team Member is responsible for consulting other agencies 
including, but not limited to the Bowbells Fire Department or Powers Lake Fire 
Department, North Dakota Highway Patrol, North Dakota Department of Emergency 
Services, State Radio 24-Hour Hotline, OSHA, North Dakota Department of 
Environmental Quality, and if relevant North Dakota Department of Water Resources. 

 

XIV. Medical Emergency 
Medical Emergency Response Procedures 
1. If a team member is injured, or an accident has occurred on site that results in an injury requiring 
emergency care, 911 must be called. The call to 911 can be made by phone by any available site team 
member. The caller must state to the dispatch that they are at the Northern Divide Energy Storage. A 
second notification will be made to the Northern Divide Energy Storage Office Building, to inform others 
of the situation.  
 
2. Northern Divide Energy Storage team members certified in first aid/cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) may administer aid if they have completed training. Regularly present team members with first 
aid/CPR training are identified on the emergency information notice board and team members shall be 
aware of who on staff is so certified. At all times when the site is staffed, at least one first aid certified 
member of staff shall be present. The location of first aid kits and automated external defibrillators 
(AEDs), if present, shall be identified by appropriate signage and indicated on the map in Appendix 1.  
 
3. All team members shall designate a personal emergency contact, which shall be kept on file. 
 
Serious Injury 
4. The following procedures apply for serious medical injuries such as loss of consciousness, heart 
attack, bone fractures, neck trauma, or severe burns.  

• If life threatening, call 911.  
• Notify the Site Manager and/or Safety Managers.  
• Provide name, exact location, number of injured persons, and brief description of incident.  
• On-site personnel shall meet EMS responders at site entrance and direct them to location of 

incident.  
• Do not leave or move the injured unless directed to by Safety Managers or EMS responders. 
• Administer first aid if necessary.  
• The Site Manager shall inform the employee’s personal emergency contact.  
• Document incident as part of the investigation.  

 
Attending to an Incident 
5. When attending an incident, the following procedures apply: 

• Clear a path to the injured person for Site Managers and/or Safety Managers and assign team 
members to assist with signaling EMS responders to the location of the incident.  
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• Identify location of Project Site entrance nearest to the incident and notify EMS responders.  
• Site Managers and/or Safety Managers shall meet EMS responders at site entrance.  
• Direct and accompany EMS responders to location of incident.  
• Follow all directions of EMS responders.  
• Contact management personnel and/or subcontractors.  
• Document incident and keep on file.  

 
Emergency Medical Facilities  
6. The nearest emergency medical facility to the Project is: 
Nearest emergency medical facility: Tioga Medical Center 
Distance: 33.1 miles 
Address: 810 Welo Street N, Tioga, North Dakota 58852 
 
7. Directions for the Project Entrance are: 
From Northern Divide Energy Storage to Tioga Medical Center 

1. Head south on ND-40 S toward 93rd St NW — 13.7 miles 
2. Turn right onto ND-50 W — 7.0 miles 
3. Turn left onto State Hwy 40 — 12.0 miles 
4. Turn right onto 68th St NW/Signal Rd — 0.2 miles 
5. Turn right — 351 feet 

Destination: Tioga Medical Center 
 

XV. Non-Emergency Safety Incident 
Notification of Minor Incidents 
1. In the event a safety incident occurs where emergency response is not required (near miss, first aid, 
etc.) work is to be stopped immediately and reported to the Site Manager and/or Safety Manager. 

2. If warranted first aid care is to be provided to the team member. 

3. If warranted arrangements for offsite medical evaluation and care is to be made with the Site 
Manager and/or Safety Manager. 

Non-Emergency (Occupational) Medical Facilities  
4. The nearest non-emergency medical facility to the Project is: 
Non-emergency medical facility: St. Luke's Hospital 
Distance: 32.9 miles 
Address: 702 1st Street SW, Crosby, North Dakota 58730 
 
5. Directions for the Project Entrance are: 



 
Business Unit: Engineering & 

Construction (E&C) 
Document Owner: GM – Safety Services 

Document Name: DRAFT Site Emergency 
Action / Response Plan 

Document Revision #: 0 

Document #: ECMS.002.000 Date of Issuance: 08/05/2024 
 
 

             

20 

From Northern Divide Energy Storage to St Luke's Hospital 
1. Head north on ND-40 N — 9.1 miles 
2. Turn left onto ND-40 N/ND-5 W — 23.6 miles 
3. Turn right onto 8th Ave SE — 161 feet 
4. Turn left — 253 feet 
5. Turn right — 220 feet 
6. Turn left — 66 feet 

Destination: St Luke's Hospital 
 

XVI. Security Incident 
Bomb Threat 
1. The purpose of this plan is to give direction to all site personnel in the event Northern Divide Energy 
Storage is a target of an actual or threatened bomb assault/attack. Anyone receiving a bomb threat 
shall:  

• Treat the caller with courtesy and respect. Complete the Bomb Threat Report (Appendix 5). Use 
this sheet as a reference while talking with the caller making the threat.  

• Attempt to obtain as much information as possible. See the “Bomb Threat Checklist” (Appendix 
6).  

• Immediately notify the Northern Divide Energy Storage Site Manager or Emergency Coordinator 
by phone. Stop all radio transmissions from this point on until cleared by the Emergency 
Coordinator or other competent authority. Radio transmissions can activate electronic 
detonating or timing devices.  

 
2. The Site Manager or Emergency Response Coordinator will immediately notify 911. The Emergency 
Response Coordinator shall:  

• Evaluate the threat and determine the appropriate course of action to take.  
• Notify law enforcement and/or ambulance.  
• Notify Corporate Security. 
• Evacuate the facility as necessary.  
• Coordinate evacuation of any part of the surrounding community with local authorities as 

needed.  
• Coordinate search of the site with proper authorities.  

 
3. If any suspicious item(s) are found, they are not to be touched. Barrier tape will be used to mark the 
area where the suspicious item(s) are by extending a continuous line of tape beginning immediately in 
front of the suspicious item(s) and extending to just outside the room exit. This will help guide local 
authorities to the suspicious item. 
 
4. The Site Manager or Emergency Response Coordinator will ensure that the “All Clear” message is 
communicated once the threat has passed or is no longer present. 
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Chemical/Biological Agent Threat 
5. The procedures described previously for a bomb threat should be used for a chemical or biological 
agent threat. Refer to Appendix 7 for a copy of the phone report when receiving such a threat and 
Appendix 8 for a checklist.  
 
6. Any team member that is exhibiting signs and symptoms from a chemical or biological agent should 
be isolated from other workers and be prepared for transport by EMS. 
 
Sabotage or Vandalism 
7. Anyone detecting any act or threat of any act of sabotage or vandalism will immediately notify the 
Site Manager or Emergency Response Coordinator. The Site Manager or Emergency Response 
Coordinator will evaluate the situation and decide what actions to take. The following options should be 
considered and/or implemented:  

• Notification of 911.  
• Corrective action as required, providing that no person will risk injury.  
• Evacuation of the facility.  

 
Active Shooter 
8. In an active shooter situation, team members should:  

• Quickly determine what actions to take to protect life: options include run, hide, and fight 
(described in the DHS’ Ready.gov site).  

• Use best judgment based on the specific circumstances of the incident. Getting away from the 
shooter(s) is the top priority.  

• Call 911 when in a safe location and warn/prevent individuals from entering an area where an 
active shooter may be if possible.  

• When encountering responding police, remain calm and follow any and all instructions from the 
officers. Officers may shout commands and push individuals to the ground for his/her safety as 
well as their own. When law enforcement personnel arrive at the scene, personnel should be 
aware of the following:  

o Follow all official instructions from police;  
o Remain calm, think, and resist the urge to panic;  
o Immediately raise hands and spread fingers;  
o Keep hands visible at all times;  
o Put down any items;  
o Avoid making sudden or quick movements toward officers;  
o Do not point, scream, or yell;  
o Do not ask for help from the officers when evacuating.  
o Proceed in the direction as advised by the officers; and  
o Provide all relevant information to police.  
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Act or Threat of Violence to a Team Member 
9. All Northern Divide Energy Storage personnel have an obligation to report an act or threat of violence 
to a team member.  The Northern Divide Energy Storage Site Manager and/or Emergency Response 
Coordinator is to be immediately notified of a threat or act of violence. 
 
10. Upon notification the Northern Divide Energy Storage Site Manager and/or Emergency Response 
Coordinator is to: 

• Contact Local Law Enforcement to respond to the threat. 
• Attempt to deescalate the situation without physically engaging to do so. 
• Direct other team members to seek safe refuge.  
• Notify Corporate Security Support Services. 
• Notify the Business Unit Executive. 

 

XVII. Natural Disaster / Severe Weather Event 
1. Natural emergencies considered in this procedure are associated with weather disturbances such as 

tornadoes, flooding, hurricanes, blizzards, high wind conditions, earthquakes, wildfires and severe 
thunderstorms.  Warnings about developing weather emergencies are issued by local radio stations 
or tracked by onsite weather systems.  These warnings should provide adequate information of the 
approach of weather-related emergency conditions. The Northern Divide Energy Storage Site 
Manager and/or Emergency Response Coordinator has several means to monitor these weather-
related emergencies.  These include: 

• Internet access to weather-related websites 
• AM/FM radio to monitor local news stations 
• TV stations and local news 

 
Flooding and Flash Flood 
2. Flash flooding is a result of heavy localized rainfall such as that from slow moving, intense 
thunderstorms. Flash floods often result from small creeks and streams overflowing during heavy 
rainfall. These floods often become raging torrents of water which rip through riverbeds or canyons, 
sweeping everything with them. Flash flooding can occur within 30-minutes to six hours of a heavy rain 
event. In hilly terrain, flash floods can strike with little or no advance warning. Distant rain may be 
channeled into gullies and ravines causing flash flooding in minutes. In the event of a flash flood, the 
following procedures shall apply:  

• During periods of thunderstorms, always remain alert to heavy rains in your immediate area or 
upstream from your location. It does not have to be raining at your location for flash flooding to 
occur.  

• Do not drive through flooded areas. Even if it looks shallow enough to cross.  
• Do not cross flowing streams on foot where water is above your ankles.  
• Be especially cautious at night. It is harder to recognize water danger then.  
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• Do not attempt to outrace a flood on foot. If you see or hear it coming, move to higher ground 
immediately.  

• Be familiar with the land features where you work. It may be in a low area, near a drainage 
ditch, or small stream.  

• Stay tuned to weather forecasts and updates for the latest statements, watches, and warnings 
concerning heavy rain and flash flooding in the Area.  

• Waiting 15 to 30 minutes, or until high water recedes, is a simple safety measure.  
 
Tornado 
3. Upon the issuance of a tornado warning, Northern Divide Energy Storage team members will 
evacuate the site and report to the pre-designated shelter area. In the event team members are outside 
and unable to evacuate to the shelter, the following procedures will be followed:  

• Lie flat in a nearby ditch or depression, covering the head with the hands. Be aware of the 
potential for flooding.  

• Team members are safest in a low, flat location and will be instructed to not get under an 
overpass or bridge.  

• Team members will be instructed to never try to outrun a tornado in congested areas in a 
vehicle. It is safest to leave the vehicle for safe shelter.  

• Team members are instructed to beware of flying debris.  
 
4. Following tornado or high wind events, the site facility will be evaluated by Northern Divide Energy 
Storage team members for damage. All repairs will be performed under standard operational 
procedures. 
 
Lightning Storm 
5. In the event a lightning storm is within 10 – 30 miles and approaching Northern Divide Energy 
Storage, the following procedures shall apply.  
Notify Site Manager and/or Safety Manager, and all on-site team members.  

• Stop work safely and head to staging and laydown yards in vehicles.  
• Remain at staging and laydown yards, get update on weather conditions.  
• If storm/lighting is still approaching Northern Divide Energy Storage, get in and stay in company 

or personal vehicles that have rubber tires only.  
• If safe enough to do so, take cover in on-site designated shelters.  
• Once storm passes, remain in cars/trucks for at least 30 minutes depending on passing storm 

severity, and wait for an “OK” from the Site Manager or Emergency Response Coordinator in 
charge of monitoring the storm.  

 
Winter Storm 
6. Before winter approaches, the facility will ensure adequate supplies, including:  

• Rock salt or similar products to melt ice on walkways.  
• Sand to improve traction.  
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• Snow shovels and other snow removal equipment.  
• As needed, service agreement(s) with snow removal vendors.  

 
7. When winter weather threats exist, Northern Divide Energy Storage team members will monitor local 
news channels for critical information from the National Weather Service (NWS). Be alert to changing 
weather conditions. Winter storm watches, warnings, and advisories are issued by local National 
Weather Service Forecast offices.  
Depending on the severity of the winter storm, the Site Manager or Emergency Response Coordinator 
will give direction to personnel regarding site staffing/closure. 
 
Seismic Event 
8. Earthquakes may strike with little to no advance warning. As such, when an earthquake does occur, it 
is important to stay as safe as possible. Be aware that some earthquakes are actually fore-shocks and a 
larger earthquake may subsequently occur. Also, be aware that many earthquakes are accompanied by 
aftershocks after the main event has occurred. If an earthquake occurs minimize your movements to a 
few steps to a nearby safe place and if you are indoors stay there until the shaking has stopped and you 
are sure exiting is safe. The following actions should be followed for team members indoors: 

• Drop to the ground and take cover by getting under a sturdy piece of furniture and hold on until 
the shaking stops. If there isn’t a desk or sturdy piece of furniture near you, cover your face and 
head with your arms and crouch in an inside corner of the building.  

• Stay away from glass, windows, outside doors and walls, and anything that could fall such as 
lighting fixtures or furniture.  

• Use a doorway for shelter only if it is in close proximity to you and if you know it is a strongly 
supported load-bearing doorway.  

• Stay inside until the shaking stops and it is safe to go outside.  
 
9. The following actions should be followed for team members outdoors:  

• If you are already outdoors stay there.  
• Move away from buildings, structures, light poles, and utility wires.  

 
10. Once in the open stay there until the shaking stops to prevent being hit by falling debris.  
 
11. Following seismic events, the site facility will be evaluated by Northern Divide Energy Storage team 
members for damage. All repairs will be performed under standard operational procedures. 
 

XVIII. Cybersecurity 
1. Cyber security testing should be an integral part of the Northern Divide Energy Storage operation; 
systems should be secure by design. Once in operation, ensure continuous secure operation by 
monitoring, risk assessment and patching.  
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2. A process should be created and put in place to ensure continuous hardening of the Northern Divide 
Energy Storage and its systems. The principle of hardening is making sure that the attack surface to site 
and equipment is limited by:  

• Only necessary network service ports should be open, others should be closed.  
• Only necessary software should be installed on the device, other software should be removed.  
• Development environments and source code should not be installed on production devices.  
• Remote access protocols that use plain text communication should not be used.  
• Software that stores passwords unencrypted should not be used.  

 
3. Northern Divide Energy Storage team members are to immediately notify the Site Manager of Cyber 
Security concern and/or incident.  The team member is to provide detailed information pertaining the 
concern or incident. 
 
4. The Northern Divide Energy Storage Site Manager is to:  

• Notify Corporate Security Support Services 
• Notify ROCC (if an active plant/facility) 
• Notify the Business Unit Executive 
• Follow direction given by the Corporate CSIRSP Team. 

 

XIX. Appendices 
• Appendix 1: Map of Site 
• Appendix 2: Evacuation Map 
• Appendix 3: Emergency Contacts 
• Appendix 4: Hazardous Materials Incident Form 
• Appendix 5: Bomb Threat Report 
• Appendix 6: Bomb Threat Checklist 
• Appendix 7: Chemical/Biological Agent Threat Report 
• Appendix 7: Chemical/Biological Agent Threat Report 
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Appendix 1: Map of Site 
 
(Note: A detailed map of the site, including site boundaries, primary and secondary entrances, 
emergency information notice boards, emergency stop switches, first aid kit locations, AED locations, fire 
department connections, emergency spill kit locations, and other key emergency resources, will be 
prepared and included in the ERP as the Project design is finalized.) 
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Appendix 2: Evacuation Map 
 
(Note: A detailed map of the site, including primary and alternate evacuation routes, exits, the primary 
muster point, and a secondary muster point, will be prepared and included in the ERP as the Project 
design is finalized.)  
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Appendix 3: Emergency Contacts 
 

Onsite Contacts 
1. Site Manager: 
2. Emergency Response Coordinator: 

Offsite Emergency Response Contacts 
1. Fire: Bowbells Fire Department: (701) 377-2307 or Powers Lake Fire Department (701) 641-

3641 
2. Police: Burke County Sheriff: (701) 377-2311 
3. Ambulance: 911 or Bowbells Ambulance Service: (701) 377-2927  
4. State Police: North Dakota Highway Patrol: (701) 328-2447 
5. Sheriff: Burke County Sheriff: (701) 377-2311 
6. FBI: FBI office in Minot, North Dakota: (701) 852-5071 

Medical Service Providers 
1. Telephonic Medicine: 
2. Occupational Clinic: Sanford Health Occupational Medicine Clinic in Minot: (701) 839-5902 
3. Hospital: Tioga Medical Center: (701) 664-3305 

Offsite Corporate Support Contacts: 
1. Environmental Services: 
2. Safety Support Services: 
3. Security Support Services: 561-694-5000 
4. ROCC: 561-694-3636 
5. Media Relations: 
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Appendix 4:  Hazardous Materials Incident Report Form 
 
Date & Time of Notification: 
 
 

Received By: 
 

Reported By: 
 

Location: 
 
 

Chemical Information 
1. Nature of Emergency (leak, explosion, spill, fire, derailment, other) 
2. Description: 
3. Name of material(s) released/placard number(s): 
4. Release of materials (has ended, is continuing) 
5. Estimated amount of material which has been released: 
6. Estimated amount of material which may be released: 
7. Media into which release occurred (air, ground, water) 
8. Plume characteristics – direction            - color               - height                    - odor 
9. Characteristics of material – color       -smell          -liquid       -gaseous        - solid 
10. Present status of material (solid, liquid, gas) 

Apparent Responsible Party(s) 
 

Environmental Conditions 
1. Current Weather – Wind Direction                   - Wind Speed                    - Temp 

   -  Humidity                              - Precipitation                  - Visibility 
 

2. Forecast: 
3. Terrain Conditions:  

Hazard Information (From SDS) ***Attach SDS*** 
1. Potential hazards: 
2. Potential health effects: 
3. Safety recommendations: 
4. Recommended evacuation distance: 
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Impact Data 
1. Estimated areas / populations at risk: 
2. Special facilities at risk: 
3. Other facilities with HAZMAT in area of incident: 

Protective Action Decisions 
1. Tools used for formulating protective actions (SDS, ERP, Modeling, CHEMTREC) 
2. Protective action recommendations (evacuation, shelter in place, combination, non) 
3. Time actions implemented: 
4. Recommended Evacuation Routes: 

Notifications – ***Corporate Environmental Services to make 
notification to external parties. *** 

1. Corporate Environmental Services 
- National Response Center 
- CHEMTREC 
- State Emergency Response Commission 
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Appendix 5: Bomb Threat Report 
 

*** KEEP CALLER ON THE LINE AS LONG AS POSSIBLE*** 
Exact Words of Caller: 
 
 
 
 

Questions to ask the Caller: 
7. When is it going to explode? 
8. When is the agent going to be released? 
9. Where is it right now? 
10. Who put it there? 
11. What does it look like? 
12. What will trigger it? 
13. Where did you get the agent? 
14. Why are you doing this? 
15. What is your name? 
16. What is your telephone number and address? 

Try to determine the following 
4. Identity (male, female, adult juvenile) 
5. Voice (loud, high pitched, deep, raspy, pleasant, disguised, broken, other) 
6. Accent (local, not local, foreign, regional) 
7. Race (caucasian, african american, hispanic, asian, other) 
8. Speech (educated, average, illiterate, obscene, other) 
9. Manner (calm, angry, rational, irrational, coherent, incoherent, deliberate, self-righteous) 
10. Background (office, factory, bedlam, trains, quiet, voices, airplanes, traffic, other) 

Is the Voice Familiar to you, who did it sound like? 
 

Additional Information: 
 

Date & Time: 
 

Received By: 
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Appendix 6: Bomb Threat Checklist 
 
Mail Threat: 

1. Handle documents as little as possible to preserve fingerprints. 
2. Notify Site Manager immediately. 

Telephone Threat: 
17. Complete the Bomb Threat Report Form 
18. Deliver completed form to the Site manager immediately. 

Site Manager: 
11. Gather all information regarding threat. 
12. Contact Corporate Security. 
13. Notify Local Law Enforcement. 

Searches: 
1. To be conducted by trained local law enforcement only. 

Suspicious Objects: 
1. Do not touch or attempt to move. 
2. Notify Corporate Security. 
3. Notify Local Law Enforcement. 

Evacuation: 
1. Make site-wide announcement and give location where to assemble. 

Re-entry: 
1. Determined based on an all-clear being given by Local Law Enforcement & Corporate 

Security. 
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Appendix 7: Chemical/Biological Agent Threat Report 
 

*** KEEP CALLER ON THE LINE AS LONG AS POSSIBLE*** 
Exact Words of Caller: 
 
 
 
 

Questions to ask the Caller: 
19. What chemical or biological agent is it? 
20. When is the agent going to be released? 
21. Where is it right now? 
22. Who put it there? 
23. What does it look like? 
24. What will cause it to spread? 
25. What will trigger it? 
26. Where did you get the agent? 
27. Why are you doing this? 
28. What is your name? 
29. What is your telephone number and address? 

Try to determine the following 
14. Identity (male, female, adult juvenile) 
15. Voice (loud, high pitched, deep, raspy, pleasant, disguised, broken, other) 
16. Accent (local, not local, foreign, regional) 
17. Race (caucasian, african american, hispanic, asian, other) 
18. Speech (educated, average, illiterate, obscene, other) 
19. Manner (calm, angry, rational, irrational, coherent, incoherent, deliberate, self-righteous) 
20. Background (office, factory, bedlam, trains, quiet, voices, airplanes, traffic, other) 

Is the Voice Familiar to you, who did it sound like? 
 

Additional Information: 
 

Date & Time: 
 

Received By: 
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Appendix 8: Chemical/Biological Agent Threat Checklist 
 
Mail Threat: 

3. Handle documents as little as possible to preserve fingerprints. 
4. Notify Site Manager immediately. 

Telephone Threat: 
30. Complete the Chemical/Biological Threat Report Form 
31. Deliver completed form to the Site manager immediately. 

Site Manager: 
21. Gather all information regarding threat. 
22. Contact Corporate Security. 
23. Notify Local Law Enforcement. 

Searches: 
2. To be conducted by trained local law enforcement only. 

Suspicious Objects: 
4. Do not touch or attempt to move. 
5. Notify Corporate Security. 
6. Notify Local Law Enforcement. 

Evacuation: 
2. Make site-wide announcement and give location where to assemble. 

Re-entry: 
2. Determined based on an all-clear being given by Local Law Enforcement & Corporate 

Security. 
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