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MAY 2 7 2025 

NORTH DAKOTA 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

Re: BNI Coal, Ltd. Revision No. 45 and Renewal No. 5 to Permit BNCR-9702 in Oliver County 

Dear Mr. Emmer: 

The North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality (Department) has reviewed the 
information concerning the above-referenced project received at the Department on May 7, 2025, 
with respect to possible environmental impacts. 

1. Care is to be taken during construction activity near any water of the state to minimize
adverse effects on a water body. This includes minimal disturbance of stream beds and
banks to prevent excess siltation, and the replacement and revegetation of any disturbed area
as soon as possible after work has been completed. Caution must also be taken to prevent
spills of oil and grease that may reach the receiving water from equipment maintenance
and/or the handling of fuels on the site. Guidelines for minimizing degradation to waterways
during construction are attached.

2. The northern portion of the revised project is within a mile of the Square Butte Creek
aquifer. There are several domestic wells within a mile of the revised project areas. Care
should be taken to avoid spills of any materials that may have an adverse effect on
groundwater quality. All spills must be immediately reported to this Department and
appropriate remedial actions performed.

3. All solid waste materials must be managed and transported in accordance with the state's
solid and hazardous waste rules. Appropriate efforts to reduce, reuse and/or recycle waste
materials are strongly encouraged. As appropriate, segregation of inert waste from non-inert
waste can generally reduce the cost of waste management. Further information on waste
management and recycling is available from the Department's Division of Waste
Management at 701-328-5166.

4. Polychlorinated Biphenyls, commonly referred to as PCBs, can be found in electrical
equipment older than 1980. Projects that involve the removal of fluid-filled electrical
equipment, heat transfer equipment, older fluorescent lights, caulks and paints must ensure
that all materials are PCB-free. Any PCB-containing waste must be handled, stored, and
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