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serve the purposes of the comprehensive plan, this ordinance and to protect the public
health, safety, and welfare.

c. Criteria For Approval: No variance shall be granted unless the Township Board finds the
following:

1. That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstance applying to the
property in question or to the intended use of the property that do not apply
generally to other properties or use in the same zoning district.

2. That such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a
substantial property right possessed by other properties in the same zoning
district and in the vicinity.

3. That the authorization of such variance will not be of substantial detriment
to adjacent property and will not materially impair the purpose of the
ordinance or the public interest.

4. The owner cannot otherwise obtain a reasonable return on this property.

The hardship is not self-created.

6. The variance request is the minimum necessary to permit a reasonable use of
the land.

d. Public Hearing: When considering an application for a variance, the Zoning Commission
shall hold a public hearing. At least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of hearing, notice
of the purpose, time, and place of such hearing shall be published in the official
newspaper of Stutsman County. The to all Winfield Township property owners within
one (1) of the proposed development sites.

e. Variance Certificate: If the Township Board of Supervisors approve the variance
application, the Board shall order the Zoning Administrator to issue a Variance
Certificate.

f. Expiration: Where applicable, unless otherwise specified by Board at the time it is
authorized, a variance shall expire if the applicant fails to utilize such variance within
one (1) year from the date of its authorization. No application for the same variance on
a particular piece of property shall he accepted more than once in any twelve (12)
month period.

g. Conformance to Applications, Plans and Permits: Permits issued on the basis of plans
and applications approved by the Zoning Administrator authorize only the use,
arrangement, and construction set forth in such approved plans and applications and no
other use, arrangement, or construction. Use, arrangement, or construction at variance
with that authorized shall be a violation of this ordinance.

h. Building Standards: All structures or buildings shall conform to the requirements of the
Uniform Building Code of the State of North Dakota.

i. Electrical Standards: All structures or buildings shall have electrical installations which
conform with the requirements of the National Electrical Code and the North Dakota
Electrical Code.
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SECTION VI
ADMINSTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

A. Zoning Administrator: A person may be appointed by the Township Board of Supervisors, for a
three (3) year term, to serve at the pleasure of the Township Board, to administrate and enforce
this ordinance. In the absence of a Zoning Administrator the Winfield Board of Supervisors shall
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administer the zoning ordinance. The person appointed shall be known as the “Zoning
Administrator”. He/She may be provided with the assistance of such other persons as the
Township Board of Supervisors may direct.

Duties of the Zoning Administrator Shall Include:

1.

2.
3.
4

8.

Issuance of all applications, permits, certificates, forms, and copies of this ordinance.
Notify the Winfield Township assessor of issuance of permits.

Monitor non-conforming uses.

Make inspection of land and/or structures to determine compliance with the provisions of
this ordinance.

Maintain records of this ordinance, the District Zoning Map and applications, permits,
certificates, and forms.

Transmit to the Zoning Commission all applications for appeals, variances, conditional use
certificates, and all applications for amendments.

Attend all hearings, and send the hearing notices to the official Stutsman County
newspaper.

Carry out any other duties assigned by the Township Board of Supervisors.

Zoning Commission: A Zoning Commission shall be three (3) Township Supervisors.
The duties of the Zoning Commission shall be:

1.

Assist the Zoning Administrator in conducting inspection of land uses and administrating
this ordinance.

Recommend the establishment of plans, rules, regulations, and procedures for the purpose
of administrating this ordinance.

Hear and forward recommendations on appeals where it is adjudged by the applicant that
an error in judgement has been made by the Zoning Administrator.

Procedure:

1. Any person aggrieved by any order of determination of the Zoning Administration may
within sixty (60) days of such action petition the Zoning Commission for a hearing. Such
appeal shall be in writing and shall specify in detail the grounds for the appeal. The
appeal shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator. Costs associated with the appeal
such as but not limited to fees, notices in the paper, mailing costs, and supervisors fees
shall be borne by the person requesting the appeal as listed in the attached fee
schedule.

2. Within forty-five (45) days of filing, the Zoning commission shall fix a date for a hearing.

3. Notice in writing shall be given to the petitioner at least five (5) days prior to the
hearing.

4. Within fifteen (15) days after the hearing, the Zoning Commission shall take action and
shall mail by certified restricted delivery mail return receipt a copy of its order to the
petitioner.

5. If the petitioner is aggrieved by the determination of the Zoning Commission, the
petitioner may petition the Township Board of Supervisors for a hearing.

6. The procedure followed by the Zoning Commission shall be followed by the Township
Board of Supervisors in hearing the appeal petition.

7. If the petitioner is aggrieved by the determination of the Township Board of
Supervisors, the petitioner may make an appeal to the Stutsman County District Court.
This appeal must be taken in accordance with the procedure provided in Section 28-34-
01 of the North Dakota Century Code



4. Conduct public hearings and forward recommendations to the Township Board of
Supervisors on applications for conditional uses, variances, and amendments to this
ordinance.

5. Review and study from time to time the provisions of this ordinance.

6. The Zoning Commission reserves the right to tax the sale of any liquor or gross receipts of
any entertainment activity allowed within the township.

C. Township Board of Supervisors: The Township Board of Supervisors shall have final authority in
all matters of this ordinance.
D. Building Permit/Certificate of Zoning Compliance

1. Itis unlawful for any person to commence excavation for or construction of or move any
building or structure without obtaining a building permit as set forth in the Winfield
Township Fee Schedule, except buildings and structures directly used in connection with
agricultural activities.

2. For the purpose of administrating this ordinance, fees shall be instituted by the Board of
Township Supervisors, per the attached fee schedule, which may be adjusted at the
discretions of the Board of Township Supervisors.

E. Violations and Penalties

Any violation of this ordinance is an offense punishable by a fine not to $200.00. Each day the
violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. Whenever a violation of this ordinance occurs,
any person may file a written complaint in regard thereto. All such written complaints shall be filed
with the Zoning Administrator who shall investigate such violations and report to the Board of
Township Supervisors for appropriate action.

F. Zoning Ordinance

It shall be the duty of the seller to provide the purchaser with an up-to-date copy of this ordinance.

This foregoing ordinance shall be known as “Zoning Ordinance of Winfield Township, Stutsman County,

North Dakota”. All other zoning ordinances of said Winfield Township are null and void.
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