
 

2 

 

Q5. Please explain the purpose of your testimony.  1 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to provide information regarding the history of ALLETE, 2 

Inc. and Minnesota Power in the community, the Projects’ background and need, and the 3 

Projects’ economic benefits.    4 

 5 

Q6. What is the relationship between ALLETE, Inc. and Minnesota Power?  6 

A. Minnesota Power is a regulated utility company based in Duluth, Minnesota, and is a 7 

business unit of ALLETE, Inc.  The Longspur Wind facility and associated transmission 8 

line will be owned and operated by Minnesota Power.  9 

 10 

Q7. Can you please explain the history of ALLETE and its affiliates in North Dakota, and 11 

specifically in Morton and Mercer Counties and the surrounding communities?  12 

A. ALLETE and its affiliates have been a part of the North Dakota landscape since the 1970’s 13 

through agreements that utilized North Dakota’s energy infrastructure to help provide 14 

electricity to Minesota Power.  Minnesota Power provides electricity in an approximately 15 

26,000-square-mile electric service territory located in northeastern Minnesota. Minnesota 16 

Power serves approximately 150,000 residents, 14 municipalities and some of the nation’s 17 

largest mining and paper industries in and around northern Minnesota.  BNI Coal, a lignite 18 

mine near Center, North Dakota, was acquired by ALLETE in 1988.  The mine supplies 19 

coal to two electric generating cooperatives, Minnkota Power and Square Butte, which 20 

operate the Milton R. Young Station.   21 

 22 

Development of the Bison Wind Energy Center started in 2006 in Oliver County. It was 23 

built in four phases spanning Oliver and Morton counties between 2010 and 2015. At 24 

nearly 500 megawatts (MW), Bison utilizes a dedicated High-Voltage Direct Current 25 

(HVDC) transmission line to send power directly to northern Minnesota customers. The 26 

Glen Ullin Energy Center in Morton and Mercer Counties was completed in late 2019.  27 

Both Bison and Glen Ullin are staffed by ALLETE affiliated companies with North Dakota 28 

employees.   29 

 30 
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Figure 3.79: Survey Results
Minnesota Power

Longspur Wind Project
Morton County, North Dakota

0 150 300
Feet 4p Contains Privileged Information

Do Not Distribute

1:3,600

Project Boundary

One-Mile Buffer

Original Merjent Class III
Survey Area

Current Merjent Class III
Survey Area

Section Boundary

145 



©©©

T139N,
R87W,
Sec. 5

T139N,
R87W,
Sec. 6

59
th

 A
ve

36 1/2th St

D
at

e:
 (

3/
16

/2
02

6)
   

   
  S

o
u

rc
e:

 Z
:\C

lie
nt

s\
M

_P
\M

N
_P

ow
er

\L
on

gs
pu

r_
W

in
d\

A
rc

G
IS

\C
ul

tu
ra

l\0
01

_A
rc

P
ro

\L
on

gs
pu

r_
C

ul
tu

ra
l.a

pr
x

For Environmental Review Purposes Only

Figure 3.80: Survey Results
Minnesota Power

Longspur Wind Project
Morton County, North Dakota
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Figure 3.81: Survey Results
Minnesota Power

Longspur Wind Project
Morton County, North Dakota
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Figure 3.83: Survey Results
Minnesota Power

Longspur Wind Project
Morton County, North Dakota
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Figure 3.84: Survey Results
Minnesota Power

Longspur Wind Project
Morton County, North Dakota
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Addendum: A Class I and Class III Cultural Resources Inventory of  
Minnesota Power’s Longspur Wind Project 

Morton County, North Dakota 
 

 

Appendix B 

Site Forms (Detached) 
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April 17, 2026 
 
Damien Reinhart 
Merjent Inc. 
1 Main Street SE 
Suite 300 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
damien.reinhart@merjent.com 
 
SHSND Ref.: 25-9058 Longspur Wind Project 
 
Dear Damien, 
 
We received the report for SHSND Ref: 25-9058, titled “Addendum: A Class I and Class III 
Cultural Resources Inventory of Minnesota Power’s Longspur Wind Project, Morton County, 
North Dakota” and find this Merjent report by Damien Reinhart acceptable. We will add it to 
our Manuscript Collection. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this report. Please be advised that acceptance of this 
report does not constitute concurrence with the determinations therein. If you have any 
questions, please Lorna Meidinger, Lead Historic Preservation Specialist, at (701) 328-2089 or 
lbmeidinger@nd.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

for William D. Peterson, PhD 
Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota 

25-9058 
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Attachment B 

Architectural and Viewshed Report 
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Longspur, at the request of the State Historical Society, conducted an Architectural History study of the 

project to assess potential visual impacts from proposed turbines on historically significant architectural 

resources. The study was conducted in the third and fourth quarters of 2025. All areas within two miles of 

a proposed turbine were reviewed. Longspur recommended that no historically significant sites will be 

adversely affected by the Wind Project, due to existing impacts from nearby wind turbines and other 

obstructions like power lines. The report was filed with the State Historical Society and concurrence was 

received on April 17, 2026.   
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