
Case Number: PU-25-305

Longspur Wind 230kV Trans Ln - Morton & Mercer CtyCase Description:

Analyst InitialsiiAR 1

Note: Email from company or docketed case files must be attached as support for Total Investment Amount

This form will be docketed in the case file after funds have been deposited by PSC Accounting.

Siting Application Fee:
Per NDCC 49.22.1-21 & 49-22-22, For a certificate of site compatibility, $500 for each $1 M of investment in the 
facility. Not less than $10k or more than $100k.
Per NDCC 49.22.1-21 & 49-22-22, For a certificate of corridor compatibility, $5,000 for each $1 M of investment 
in the facility. Not less than $10k or more than $100k.
Per NDCC 49.22.1-21 & 49-22-22, For an amendment, amount to be determined by commission to cover 
expenses, discuss with PUD Director.
Excess Application Fee is refundable.

PSC Accounting use only:
7800 - 301 - 420260 
1400 - 510 - 464160

Original Dollar Value of Investment in ND 
Application Investment Amount in ND 

Total Investment
10,881,873.00
10,881,873.00

54,409.37
2,176.37 

56,585.74

a.boasq’BSiting Application Fee
Siting Admin Fee*

Total Fees Due

Siting Admin Fee:
* For new or transfer siting applications only. Not amendments.
*Per NDCC 49.22.1-21 & 49-22-22, $200 for each $1 million of original investment, not to exceed $50,000
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Renfandt, Adam L

Hi Adam, The estimated costs of the transmission line are $10,881,873.00.

Thanks,

CROWLEY

1

This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast. For more 
information please visit http://www.mimecast.com
From: Renfandt, Adam L. <arenfandt@nd.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 8:53 AM
To: Casey A. Furey <cfurey@crowleyfleck.com>
Subject: Adin Fees for Case Numbers PU-25-304 and PU-25-305

This message was received from an external email account. Please use caution when opening 
messages, attachments or external links from unknown senders.

NOTICE: This electronic mail transmission may constitute an Attorney-Client communication that is 
privileged at law. It is not intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you 
have received this electronic mail transmission in error, please delete it from your system without 
copying it, and notify the sender by reply e-mail or by calling Crowley Fleck PLLP, 406-252-3441, so that 
our address record can be corrected.

Casey A. Furey <cfurey@crowleyfleck.com>
Monday, January 5, 2026 3:55 PM
Renfandt, Adam L.
Lisa Herberholz
RE: Adin Fees for Case Numbers PU-25-304 and PU-25-305

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Casey A. Furey
100 West Broadway, Suite 250
P.O. Box 2798
Bismarck, ND 58501
Main: 701.223.6585 | Fax: 701.222.4853
Direct: 701.224.7552

F L E C Kp p
ATTORNEYS

WITH OFFICES IN MONTANA, NORTH DAKOTA, AND WYOMING: 
BILLINGS BISMARCK BOZEMAN BUTTE CASPER CHEYENNE HELENA KALISPELL MISSOULA SHERIDAN WILLISTON

***** CAUTION: This email originated from an outside source. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know 
they are safe. *****

http://www.mimecast.com
mailto:arenfandt@nd.gov
mailto:cfurey@crowleyfleck.com
mailto:cfurey@crowleyfleck.com


Hi Casey,

Thanks,

2

I only see a combined total of $791M for the wind facility and the transmission line. Can you please provide 
separate totals, so we can process the admin fees.

This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work product, or (3) strictly confidential 
under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, disclose, print, copy or disseminate this information. If you have 
received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and delete the message. This message may also be subject to disclosure under the North Dakota Open 
Records Laws.



Longspur Wind Project Certificate of Site Compatibility

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1 December 2025

Longspur Wind 000007

Minnesota Power is a Minnesota public utility headquartered in Duluth. Minnesota. Minnesota 
Power supplies retail electric service to 150,000 retail customers, including some of the nation’s

The Project and Transmission Line will create up to 11 full-time operations and maintenance 
(O&M) jobs, most of which are expected to reside locally. The Project and Transmission Line will 
create approximately 350 temporary construction jobs. Minnesota Power estimates that the 
Project and Transmission Line will provide approximately $33 million in state tax revenue over 35 
years and approximately $19 million in sales tax. The Project also will provide approximately $62 
million in payments to participating landowners for over 35 years, which will not only benefit those 
landowners, but also the local economy as that money is reinvested in local goods and services. 
Minnesota Power estimates that the total cost for the Project and Transmission Line would be 
approximately $791 million.

Minnesota Power respectfully submits this application to the North Dakota Public Service 
Commission (ND PSC) for a Certificate of Site Compatibility (Certificate) to construct the Longspur 
Wind Project (Project), which will have a nameplate capacity of up to 202.5 megawatts (MW). The 
Project consists of up to 45 wind turbines. 12 alternative wind turbine locations, access roads, 
electrical collection lines and communication systems, a Project substation, an Aircraft Detection 
Lighting System (ADLS) radar tower, an operations and maintenance (O&M) facility, and one 
permanent meteorological (MET) tower. The Project Area encompasses approximately 26,100 
acres in Morton County, North Dakota. Project infrastructure and the Project Area are included 
on the Figures in this application.

Minnesota Power plans to construct an approximately 2.5-mile-long, 230-kilovolt (kV) 
transmission line (Transmission Line) to connect the Project's substation to the existing Tri­
County 230-kV Substation in Mercer County, which will also serve as the Project’s Point of 
Interconnection. Per ND PSC regulations, a separate application for a Certificate of Corridor 
Compatibility and Route Permit is required for the transmission line, which Minnesota Power is 
filing concurrently with this application.

Concurrently with this application. Minnesota Power is also filing a Certificate of Corridor 
Compatibility (Corridor Certificate) and Transmission Facility Route Permit (Route Permit) for the 
2.5-mile-long Transmission Line in Morton and Mercer Counties, North Dakota. Pursuant to North 
Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) Section 49-22-13, Minnesota Power respectfully requests that 
the hearing on this application for a Certificate of Site Compatibility be consolidated and held on 
the same date and in conjunction with the hearing on its separately filed application for the 
Transmission Line’s Corridor Certificate and Route Permit.

Interconnection of the Project consists of two Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
interconnection requests (J2097 and J2157) for 100 MW each into Minnesota Power’s 230-kV 
Tri-County Substation. The Project interconnection requests are awaiting MISO Phase 3 results 
in MISO’s 2021-Cycle study group, which will reveal final interconnection costs, and are 
scheduled to be released in early QI 2026. Following the Phase 3 results, Minnesota Power will 
negotiate the Generator Interconnection Agreement (GIA), which is scheduled to be executed by 
the end of Q2 2026.

Minnesota Power, an operating division of ALLETE, Inc., requested proposals for up to 400 MW 
of wind generation. The Project was chosen in an open process of competitive bids in Minnesota 
Power’s 2024 Wind Request for Proposals with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.


