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Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 
3303 Flechtner Drive Suite 100 
Fargo ND  58103 

March 11, 2026 

Geronimo Power 
Alia Mohammad 
Senior Permitting Specialist 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd. Suite 120 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
Submitted via Email to: amohammad@geronimopower.com 
 

Dear Ms. Mohammad, 

Reference: Harmony Storage, LLC – Harmony Storage Project – Cass County, North Dakota 

Stantec Consulting Servic.es Inc. (Stantec) was retained by Harmony Storage, LLC (Client) to conduct a 
Section 7 ESA evaluation for the proposed Harmony Storage project (Project). The United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) is the regulatory agency with jurisdiction over the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
and requires that the Client review proposed actions and determine whether such actions may affect 
federally listed species or designated critical habitat. 

The Project is located in Section 12, Township 140 North, Range 51 West, Cass County, North Dakota 
(Attachment A). The Study Area consists of approximately 160 acres (Attachment A). 

Harmony Storage, LLC (the Client) is proposing the Harmony Storage Project, a 200-megawatt (MW) 
battery energy storage facility project located north of Mapleton, northwest of Fargo, North Dakota and 
northeast of Casselton, in Cass County, North Dakota. The Client will be submitting to the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission (ND PSC) a Certificate of Compatibility (CSC) application. 

This letter summarizes the methods and results of a habitat assessment for federally listed, proposed, or 
candidate species whose ranges include the Study Area in Cass County, North Dakota. In October 2025, 
Stantec initially reviewed the USFWS Region 6 website for federally listed species in Cass County, North 
Dakota. On March 3, 2026, Stantec requested and received an Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) report for the Project in Cass County, North Dakota from the USFWS South Dakota Ecological 
Services Field Office (Project ID: 2026-0057639; Attachment B). A review of the IPaC report determined 
that the following two federally listed and proposed species of insects have the potential to occur within 
Study Area. 

• Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) – Proposed Threatened. 

• Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee (Bombus suckleyi) – Proposed Endangered. 
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In October 2025, Stantec staff conducted a field survey to evaluate potential habitat for the above-listed 
species within the Study Area. A general assessment of habitat types within the Study Area was compared 
to the general habitat requirements of the listed species (Attachment C). The federally listed and proposed 
species with their general habitat preferences, as described on the USFWS Region 6 website, and results 
of the habitat assessment are presented below. 

• Monarch butterfly – This butterfly species utilizes grasslands, fields, roadsides, wetlands, and other 
habitats where its host plant, milkweed (Asclepias spp.), and flowers are present. Flowering plant 
species were only observed along roadside ditches and adjacent waterways and included heath 
aster (Symphyotrichum ericoides), annual sunflower (Helianthus annuus), and Canada thistle 
(Cirsium arvense). Since the Study Area consists entirely of cultivated cropland, the Project will 
have no effect on the monarch butterfly. This species is currently proposed for listing and further 
review would be needed when the species is formally listed. 

• Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee – This parasitic bee species inhabits grasslands and forests where 
host bumble bee nests are present. The Study Area does not contain grasslands or forests that 
could be suitable for nesting bumble bee species hosts and flowering plants. Additionally, 
populations of this species are not presently known in North Dakota, and the species has not been 
observed in the contiguous United States since 2016. Therefore, it is anticipated that the Project 
will have no effect on the Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee. 

The IPaC review did not identify USFWS critical habitat areas for bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) or 
golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos) within the Study Area. No eagle or raptor nests were observed within the 
Study Area or from public rights-of-way in the vicinity of the Study Area during the October 2025 field visit. 
Therefore, it is anticipated that the Project will have no effect on bald eagles, golden eagles, or USFWS 
identified critical habitats. 

The IPaC review did not identify migratory birds of concern for the Study Area. Based on the species 
review, Stantec expects the Project will not cause direct or permanent disturbance to migratory birds. 
Therefore, it is anticipated that the Project will have no effect on migratory BCC. 

Based on the results of the desktop review and habitat assessment, Stantec anticipates that the Project will 
have no effect on the monarch butterfly, Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee, bald eagle or golden eagle, or 
nesting migratory birds. Additionally, no USFWS identified critical habitats are located within the Study 
Area. Therefore, as per Section 7(a)(2) responsibilities of the ESA, if no species or their critical habitat are 
affected by a project, no further consultation with the USFWS is required. Stantec is providing this letter for 
Harmony Storage, LLC’s records only. 
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We trust this information meets your needs. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or need 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

 

 

  
Reed Scott  
Natural Resource Scientist 
 
 

Mathew Billings 
Environmental Scientist 

Attachment: Attachment A:  Project Location Map 
 Attachment B USFWS Official Species List (2026-0057639) 
 Attachment C: Site Photos



  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Attachment A 

Project Location Map  
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Disclaimer: This document has been prepared based on information provided by others as cited in the Notes section. Stantec has not verified the accuracy and/or completeness of this information and shall not be responsible for any errors
or omissions which may be incorporated herein as a result. Stantec assumes no responsibility for data supplied in electronic format, and the recipient accepts full responsibility for verifying the accuracy and completeness of the data.
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Notes
1. Coordinate System: NAD 1983 UTM Zone 14N
2. Data Sources: USGS
3. Background:  USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangle

(At original document size of 8.5x11)
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Attachment B 

USFWS Official Species List  

  















  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment C 

Site Photos 
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Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: W 
 
Photo Description: Representative ditch  
 
Latitude: 46.9492485 
 
Longitude: -97.0656574 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: E 
 
Photo Description: Representative ditch 
 
Latitude: 46.9492471 
 
Longitude: -97.0654621 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: N 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9492403 
 
Longitude: -97.0646988 
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Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: N 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9496043 
 
Longitude: -97.0632918 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: S 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9496043 
 
Longitude: -97.0632918 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: N 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9504776 
 
Longitude: -97.0631329 
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Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: W 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9534071 
 
Longitude: -97.0647592 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: N 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9551329 
 
Longitude: -97.0708134 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: E 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9551329 
 
Longitude: -97.0708134 
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Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: S 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9551329 
 
Longitude: -97.0708134 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: W 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9551329 
 
Longitude: -97.0708134 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: N 
 
Photo Description: Standing corn 
 
Latitude: 46.9551120 
 
Longitude: -97.0726437 
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Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: N 
 
Photo Description: Stressed corn within 
farmed wetland 
 
Latitude: 46.9538985 
 
Longitude: -97.0726831 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: S 
 
Photo Description: Stressed corn within 
farmed wetland 
 
Latitude: 46.9538985 
 
Longitude: -97.0726831 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: E 
 
Photo Description: Representative 
vegetation in ditch 
 
Latitude: 46.9492656 
 
Longitude: -97.0733240 
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Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: E 
 
Photo Description: Representative 
vegetation in ditch 
 
Latitude: 46.9492498 
 
Longitude: -97.0728561 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: W 
 
Photo Description: View of ditch wetland 
feature 
 
Latitude: 46.9492758 
 
Longitude: -97.0731010 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: SE 
 
Photo Description: Transmission line 
structures in corn field 
 
Latitude: 46.9527820 
 
Longitude: -97.0655027 
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Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: N 
 
Photo Description: Overview 
 
Latitude: 46.9525660 
 
Longitude: -97.0732242 

 

 

Date Taken: 10/10/2025 
 
Direction Photo is Taken: S 
 
Photo Description: Overview  
 
Latitude: 46.9525660 
 
Longitude: -97.0732242 

 

 




